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Kakan rural district,
a blend of history, nature,
and adventure

Kakan Ski Resort
IRNA >

Kakan SkiResort

The Kakan Ski Resort is situat-
ed 18 kilometers from Yasuj,
near a village of the same name,
at an elevation of 2,600 meters.
Its proximity to cities in central
and southern Iran, along with its
location on the route to the Mar-
goon Waterfall in Ardakan, Fars
Province, has made it a popular
destination for visitors from var-
ious provinces seeking tubing
andskiinginthe winter,aswellas
sightseeing in the summer. This
picturesque region is surround-
ed by apple and walnuttrees, and
Kakan's position between two
seasonal rivers enhances the vi-
tality oflifein the area. The Kakan
rural district lies 30 kilometers
southeast of Yasuj, the capital of
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad,
and is bordered by the towering
heightsofMountDena.
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Understanding the background and history of any land, in-
cluding the peoples who inhabited it throughout various his-
torical periods, is key to grasping the identity, history, civilization, and culture of that
region. The Kakan rural district, with its breathtaking natural beauty and several thou-
sandyears of history, stands as a testament to the historical grandeur ofaregion located

Jjust 30 kilometers from Yasuj, the capital of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province.

Kakan has served as a summer residence for the tribal leaders of Boyer-Ahmad since
ancient times and is situated at an elevation of 1,920 meters above sea level, offering a
' remarkably pleasant climate, as reported by IRNA.
In addition to its permanent population of around 3,000, Kakan attracts numerous tour-
ists in the winter for its ski resort, while the summer months bring visitors drawn to its

springs, orchards, and unspoiled nature. Today, this region is recognized as a prominent
tourist destination and a major hub for apple production in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ah-
mad Province, with archaeological studies revealing evidence of 2,500 years of settle-

mentand civilization.

Touristattractions

One of the most stunning sum-
mer attractions in the Kakan
area is the Kakan Spring, which
originates from the heart of a
towering mountain. Two min-
eral water factories have been
established near this spring, and
pipelines have been laid to sup-
ply some districts of Yasuj with
its refreshing water. Another re-
markable feature of this vibrant
area is the Salam Spring, which
consists of several interconnect-
ed large springs surrounded by
a two-hectare field lush with
apple trees. Additionally, the Bid
Kafteh area, a verdant expanse
nestled among four mountains,
further adds to the beauty and
allure ofthis enchantingregion.

The Deputy Head of Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer-Ahmad Province’s
Cultural Heritage, Tourism,

and Handicraft Organization,
Asghar Atashafaraz, stated that
studies have revealed traces of
life and habitation by Iranian
ancestors in the Tal Khali re-
gion, which is part of the Kakan
rural district, datingback 2,500
years. He emphasized that the
Tal Khali Mound was likely in-
habited during the Parthian
period.

Atashafaraz mentioned that a
dossier has been prepared for
the national registration of two
historical sites, including Tal
Khali and the Kakan archaeo-
logical site. He stressed that the
architectural style in the histor-
ical area of Tal Khali supports
experts’ views regarding its
significance in prehistory. He
pointed out that if cultural heri-
tage is not properly attended to
and protected over time, it can

be damaged by various factors,
particularly wind and rain. He
emphasized that the national
registration of historical her-
itage sites is a prerequisite for
obtaining protection funds,
serving as an effective measure
for preserving these valuable
treasures.

Kazem Rahmani, the head of the
province’s Cultural Heritage
Organization, announced that
a tourist complex has recently
been constructed and is now
ready for operation.

He added that the construc-
tion of this roadside complex,
designed for the accommoda-
tion and hospitality of tourists,
began three years ago, and the
project will officially commence
operations during the upcoming
Government Week.

Rahmani announced that the

Sohrab Sepehri, born in Kashan in 1928,
is one of Iran’s most celebrated poets and
widely recognized as aleading contempo-
rary voice in Persian poetry. In addition
to his poetic talent, Sepehri was also an
accomplished painter and prose writer.
Tragically, he succumbed to leukemia at
Pars Hospital in Tehran in 1980, atthe age
of 51. His grave, located in the village of
Mashhad-e Ardahal near Kashan, remains
asignificantattraction forvisitors.
Sepehri was laid to rest in Mashhad-e Arda-
hal, situated near the highlands of the Arda-
hal district, approximately 42 kilometers
west of Kashan, and commonly referred to
by locals as Mashhad Qali. Each year, on the
second Friday of the Iranian month of Mehr
(October), the village hosts a ceremony
called Qalishooyan (carpet washing). This
unique event, linked to the Hijri calendar
and the agricultural cycle, draws many at-
tendees,asnoted by Destination Iran.

In Mashhad-e Ardahal, the historical
shrine of Imamzadeh Sultan Ali bin Mu-
hammad Bager, dating back to the 13th
century CE, also stands. Sepehri’s grave
lies in the courtyard of this site. Unfortu-

nately, the original tombstone was dam-
aged during restoration work in 2005. A
new white tombstone was then designed
to replicate the original, and in 2008, it
was again replaced with a large black
stone over the grave.

Born on October 7, 1928, Sepehri came
from a family of poets and artists; his pa-
ternal grandfather was the first head of
the Kashan Telegraphkhane (Telegraph
Station). He attended Khayam School for
his elementary and middle school educa-
tionbefore completinghissecondary edu-
cation at Pahlavi High School. After a two-
year teaching program, he worked for the
Kashan Culture Department and earned
his high school diploma through aliterary
examinationin September 1948.
Afterward, Sepehri enrolled in the Facul-
ty of Fine Arts at Tehran University, where
he continued his studies. While pursuing
his degree, he briefly worked at the Teh-
ran Office of the Oil Company butresigned
after eight months. He graduated in 1953
with the highesthonors, and during his fi-
nal university years, he published his first
poetry collection, Marg Rang (Death of

Color), influenced by the modernist style
of Nima Yoshij.

Following his graduation, he participated
in various painting exhibitions in Tehran
and published his second poetry collec-
tion, “The Life of Dreams,” inthe same year.
Over the course of his life, Sepehri pro-
duced several other notable works.

In 1976, he compiled his complete works
into the collection “Eight Books,” which
documents the spiritual journey of this
profound poet and is regarded as one of
the most influential anthologies in mod-
ernlranianpoetry.

In addition to his poetry, Sepehri left be-
hind significant prose works, illustra-
tions, and paintings. His writings have
been translated into multiple languages,
including English, French, Spanish, and
Italian. An avid traveler, he explored nu-
merous countries, including India, Pa-
kistan, Afghanistan, Japan, and China,
spending some timelivingin Japan, where
helearned the artof wood carving. Sepeh-
ri’s deep appreciation for Eastern culture
profoundly influenced his artistic and lit-
erary endeavors.
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Kakan tourist complex has been
built on a land area of 6,000
square meters and features
various components, including
accommodation units, a tradi-
tional restaurant, a fuel station,
and restrooms. He emphasized
that when tourists visit recre-
ational sites steeped in history,

they naturally become curious
aboutthe paths they are tracing.
They often inquire about how
their ancestors lived in that re-
gion and the lifestyle they led.
This curiosity underscores the
importance of promoting his-
torical areas as integral parts of
Iran’sancientcivilization.




