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Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian said he will try 
to choose competent and 
accomplished individuals 
to serve the country irre-
spective of their ethnicity, 
race, religion and faction 
affiliations.
Pezeshkian referred to the 
appointment of a politician 
from the country’s Sunni 
community as a member 
of the government for the 

first time since the 1979 
Islamic Revolution, saying 
he has placed a premium 
on unity and cohesion 
from the beginning of his 
tenure.
He made the remarks in a 
Tuesday meeting with the 
country’s Sunni scholars 
and clerics on the occasion 
of the Unity Week.
The Iranian president 
named Abdolkarim Hos-
seinzadeh from the Sunni 
minority as his vice pres-
ident for rural develop-
ment and disadvantaged 
areas after taking office in 
August. 
Hosseinzadeh, 44, has 
since 2012 represented 
the northwestern cities 
of Naghadeh and Osh-
navieh in parliament. 
Sunni Muslims account 

for around 10 percent of 
Iran’s population, where 
the vast majority are Shias.
During the Tuesday meet-
ing, Pezeshkian also point-
ed to Israel’s genocidal 
war in Gaza, which has 
killed more than 41,000 
Palestinians in nearly one 
year.  
He said differences be-
t we e n  M u s l i m s  h ave 
caused the Israeli regime 
to do whatever it wants in 
the region and kill women, 
children, young and old. 
If Muslims are united, the 
Israel regime cannot con-
tinue its crimes. 
Pezeshkian won presiden-
tial vote on July 5 against 
former nuclear negotiator 
Saeed Jalili. He replaced 
Ebrahim Raisi who died in 
a helicopter crash in May.

Iran 
repudiates 
allegations of 
arms transfer 
to Yemen 

Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi once 
again dismissed claims 
that the country has sup-
plied weapons to Yemen, 
saying Sana’a is capable 
of meeting its military re-
quirements.
“Accusing Iran of sending 
weapons to Yemen is an 
insult to the people of Ye-
men,” Araghchi said in an 
interview with Yemen’s 
al-Masirah television chan-
nel on Monday, Press TV 
reported.
He added that Yemen pos-
sesses the military tech-
nology and has become 
capable of strengthening 
its arsenal.
The top Iranian diplomat 
emphasized that Yemen 
has become one of the key 
pillars in the Axis of Resis-
tance and plays an excep-
tional role in supporting 
the Gaza Strip, which has 
been under brutal attacks 
of the Israeli regime over 
the past 11 months.
Araghchi noted that Yemen 
makes its own decisions 
about using its weapons in 
a way it deems suitable.
Earlier in the day, Iranian 
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian dismissed claims that 
Iran has provided Yemen 
with hypersonic missiles 
or the technology to man-
ufacture the weaponry.
He said, “We have the mis-
sile power but we do not 
give missiles to Yemen. 
Before the war [in Gaza], 
Yemen had acquired the 
technology to manufacture 
missiles and was produc-
ing them.”

Ethnicity, religion to be disregarded 
in appointments: Pezeshkian

Pager blasts injure thousands 
in attack on Hezbollah

EU trying to keep up 
diplomacy with 
JCPOA parties International Desk

Lebanon’s Health Minister Firass 
Abiad said eight people were killed 
and some 2,750 wounded, includ-
ing Iran’s ambassador, after pagers 
used by the Lebanese Hezbollah 
movement detonated simultane-
ously on Tuesday
The blasts “killed eight people, in-
cluding a girl,” Abiad told a televised 
press conference. “About 2,750 peo-
ple were injured... more than 200 of 
them critically” with injuries mostly 
reported in the faces, hands and ab-
domens, he added.
According to Iranian media, the 
wounds of Iranian ambassador 
to Lebanon Mojtaba Amani were 
“superficial” and that he was “con-
scious and in no danger.”
Hezbollah said in a statement that 
Israel is “fully responsible” for pag-
er blasts. 

There was no immediate comment 
from the Israeli military.
Photos and videos from Beirut’s 
southern suburbs circulating on 
social media and in local media 
showed people lying on the pave-

ment with wounds on their hands 
or near their pants pockets.
Hezbollah has been exchanging 
near-daily fire with Israeli forces 
since the beginning of Israel’s war 
in Gaza in last October. 

The European Union is ac-
tively engaging with Iran, 
the US, and other parties 
to the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) to 
keep diplomatic channels 
open and explore opportu-
nities for resuming mean-
ingful nuclear talks, said 
Peter Stano, European Com-
mission spokesperson, in an 
interview with TurkicWorld. 
Stano emphasized the EU’s 
role as the JCPOA coordi-
nator under UN Security 
Council Resolution 2231, 
stressing the importance 
of diplomacy in addressing 
the issue of Iran’s nuclear 
program.
He highlighted the EU’s 

deep reliance on the In-
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) as the sole 
international body respon-
sible for monitoring Iran’s 
nuclear activities. Howev-
er, recent reports from the 
IAEA have raised serious 
concerns about Iran’s nucle-
ar trajectory and its alleged 
lack of cooperation with the 
agency, the spokesperson 
noted.
Tehran began to scale back 
its commitments to the 
JCPOA in a series of pre-an-
nounced steps after the US’ 
withdrawal form the agree-
ment in 2018 and other 
parties’ failure to fulfill their 
obligations.  

Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian (C) talks with a Sunni 
cleric during a meeting on the 
occasion of the Unity Week 
on September 17, 2024.
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