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Construction of the Aqazadeh Man-
sion occurred during the reign of 
Nasereddin Shah. Its proximity to 
the city center and Aali Qapu Square 
has further enhanced its fame. The 
mansion’s modern architecture has 
come to symbolize construction in 
Ardebil.
While parts of the mansion have been 
restored and renovated in recent 
years, significant damage occurred 
in the past due to unauthorized ex-
cavations by opportunists. Many 
elements of the Aqazadeh Mansion, 
including entrance doors, windows, 
and foundation stones, have been 
lost or stolen. In 1963, some portions 
of the mansion were destroyed to 
widen the surrounding streets due 
to negligence towards this historical 
site; however, the western part of the 
building, where the main structure is 
located, remains largely intact.
After Haji Esmaeil’s death, the Aqa-
zadeh Mansion was inherited by his 
son, Mohammad Hashem. Until the 
early 2000s, the historical house 
was still occupied by the family’s de-
scendants. However, over the years, 
portions of the mansion were trans-
ferred or lost. To protect this histor-
ical site, it was placed under the su-
pervision of the province’s Cultural 

Heritage Organization, which was 
entrusted with its management.
On September 9, 2007, after exten-
sive renovations and restorations, 
the Aqazadeh Mansion was added to 
Iran’s National Heritage List. Unfor-
tunately, many parts of its doors, win-
dows, and wooden decorations have 
been removed over time. Following 
its restoration, individuals seeking 
profit excavated in the mansion’s 
garden and basement. Ultimately, in 
2012, after further reconstruction, 
the complex was transformed into 
a traditional restaurant and opened 
for public visits.
The Aqazadeh Mansion features 
stunning architecture that harmoni-
ously combines elements of Iranian 
and Western design. The complex 
consists of various sections, includ-
ing the main building, basement, 
wind catchers, courtyard, and gar-
dens. The main building boasts a 
symmetrical shape and contains an 
entrance hall, main hall, safe room, 
kitchen, bathroom, and living areas, 
divided into outer and inner sections.
In the outer section of the mansion, 
the main shahneshin hall is promi-
nently displayed, along with inter-
locking rooms. Situated between 
the entrance corridors, this hall 

overlooks the outer courtyard. The 
most exquisite architectural deco-
rations of this historical house can 
be seen here, where the hall is also 
taller than other parts of the build-
ing. Haji Esmaeil brought 15 Russian 
artists to Iran specifically to deco-
rate the doors and windows in the 
shahneshin. These artists dedicated 
three years to creating the windows, 
wooden doors, and other decorative 
elements.
The windows of the main hall are 
double-layered and feature a combi-
nation of colored glass and wood. A 
significant aspect of the window dec-
orations includes paisley motifs and 
the calligraphy of Qur’anic verses in 
Thuluth script, which contribute to 
the Iranian identity of the architec-
ture.
At the center of the main courtyard, 
there is a stone pond with a tall foun-
tain, surrounded by elegantly carved 
stones. The gardens encircling the 
pond also exhibit similar stone 
borders. While the inner building, 
basement, and rooftops of the Aqa-
zadeh Mansion have undergone 
renovations in recent years, the most 
stunning sections remain the main 
shahneshin hall and the courtyard 
that overlooks it.

Kalmakareh Cave is a historically sig-
nificant site located in Poldokhtar of 
Lorestan Province in western Iran. The 
name kalmakareh in the Lori language 
translates to ‘place of the wild goat and 
fig’. This cave, dating back to the first mil-
lennium BCE, served as a royal treasury 
for the Samatura dynasty of the Elamite 
civilization. Inside, archaeologists have 
uncovered valuable artifacts from an-
cient Iran, including almond-shaped fish 
bowls and exquisite rhytons.
Kalmakareh Cave was accidentally dis-
covered in 1989 by a hunter pursuing 
a wild goat. He stumbled upon a coin at 

the cave’s entrance, which led to the rev-
elation of a vast treasure. Numerous an-
cient artifacts, including coins and silver 
figurines, were found within the cave. 
Unfortunately, many of these treasures 
were taken by locals and smugglers be-
fore Iran’s Cultural Heritage Organiza-
tion could secure the site, surfiran.com 
worte.
Nestled in the Zagros Mountains, the 
cave features numerous halls and wind-
ing paths, making it a popular destina-
tion for visitors. Its stunning stalactites 
and stalagmites, formed over millions of 
years, leave every visitor in awe.

Kalmakareh Cave is situated in a pictur-
esque natural area that offers breath-
taking views of the Zagros Mountains, 
making it an ideal spot for nature lovers 
and hikers. The nearby springs and small 
rivers enhance the area’s beauty, attract-
ing those seeking peace and tranquility 
in nature.
Kalmakareh is not only a beautiful loca-
tion but also holds great significance for 
history enthusiasts. The ancient trea-
sures and valuable artifacts discovered 
there testify to the existence of ancient 
civilizations and the rich cultural heri-
tage of the region.

For those looking to escape the hustle 
and bustle of urban life, the pristine sur-
roundings of the cave provide a peaceful 
retreat where one can relax and enjoy 
the beauty of nature. Visiting Kalma-
kareh Cave is a unique experience that 
beautifully combines history and na-
ture, leaving a lasting impression on all 
who explore it.
Some accounts suggest that the cave 
dates back to the Achaemenid period or 
even earlier, to the Elamite era. Others 
believe that the Kalmakareh treasure 
represents the inheritance or gifts of var-
ious kings throughout history. It is said 

that after Cyrus the Great conquered 
Babylon and Mesopotamia, treasures 
from Babylon’s temple were transport-
ed from Susa to a cave. During Alexan-
der’s invasion of Iran, the Kalmakareh 
treasure was hidden in the mountains 
near Poldokhtar.
Due to its location within the Zagros 
Mountains, Kalmakareh Cave enjoys a 
mountainous climate. During spring and 
summer, the weather is cool and pleas-
ant, surrounded by lush greenery. How-
ever, before planning a trip to the cave in 
spring, it is advisable to check the local 
weather to ensure it is not rainy.
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Iranica Desk The Aqazadeh Mansion is one of the historical houses lo-
cated in Ardebil, the capital city of Ardebil Province. Re-

nowned for its exquisite architecture, the mansion attracts numerous tourists and 
is considered one of the region’s prime attractions. The building showcases some of 
the most modern designs of its era, with prominent decorations evident throughout 
its various sections.
Over the years, the Aqazadeh Mansion has preserved its splendor and beauty. Dating 
back to the Qajar era, it belonged to Haji Esmaeil Aqayev, a prominent merchant from 
Ardebil. The mansion was one of seven luxurious houses owned by Aqayev. During a 
business trip to Russia, he commissioned the blueprints for this building, making it 
one of the most modern structures in Ardebil at the time. Covering an area of approx-
imately 1,400 square meters, the mansion is two stories high, with part of the second 
floor featuring a ceiling that gives the building a distinctive two-roof appearance.
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