
4 Special IssueSpecial Issue
Path of Resistence

Iran Daily  Monday, Sept. 30, 2024

The assassination of Sayyed 
Hassan Nasrallah, the veteran 
leader of Hezbollah, on Friday 
marks a watershed moment in 
the Middle East conflicts. Both 
Nasrallah and the movement 
he led have been hardened by 
decades of successive conflicts 
within Lebanon, against Isra-
el, and have become powerful, 
political and social forces with 
significant regional and local 
influence.
Over his three decades at the 
helm of Hezbollah, Nasrallah 
built a devoted personal fol-
lowing, guided the Shia Muslim 
movement through a series of 
transitions, balanced its mili-
tary ambitions with extensive 
social welfare systems, estab-
lished a political faction, and ne-
gotiated through various crises 
that unfolded across the region. 
He earned adulation from sup-
porters and bitter personal en-
mity from foes.
A qualified Islamic scholar, effec-
tive public speaker, and skilled 
organizer, Nasrallah acquired 
leadership experience during 
the long battle against Israeli 
forces and their local proxies 
in southern Lebanon. In 1992, 

following Israel’s assassination 
of Sayyed Abbas al-Musawi, he 
was chosen as the new secre-

tary-general of the movement.
In 2000, Israel’s humiliating and 
chaotic withdrawal from south-

ern Lebanon earned Hezbollah 
and Nasrallah widespread ad-
miration across the Middle East 

and the Muslim world. Six years 
later, Nasrallah led Hezbollah 
into a new confrontation with 

Israel, ordering a retaliatory at-
tack across the disputed border 
that killed eight Israeli soldiers 
and captured two.
Assessing the consequences 
of Nasrallah’s assassination is 
difficult. Pessimists predict a se-
vere escalation of tensions, with 
Iran seeking revenge for the as-
sassination of a leader who was 
one of its most valuable allies 
abroad. Optimists may argue 
that this has effectively removed 
a key player from the conflict, 
paving the way for some form 
of de-escalation, if not an end to 
hostilities.
Finding a replacement for Hez-
bollah will be extremely chal-
lenging. Even without the assas-
sination of key lieutenants by 
Israel in recent months, no one 
within the popular Lebanese 
movement possesses Nasral-
lah’s stature, experience, or re-
gional influence.
Nasrallah’s departure has dealt 
a severe blow to Hezbollah. 
However, it would be premature 
to conclude that the resistance 
group is coming to an end and 
that it will forever lose its influ-
ence. Hezbollah, with deep roots 
in Lebanon’s political spectrum, 
will continue to exert its influ-
ence and will carry on its strug-
gle against Israel under the new 
leadership.

If we take a step back and look at 
the Zionist regime’s image with-
in the historical and recent con-
flicts in West Asia and the world, 
we see a small, heterogeneous 
entity struggling to survive in a 
different geography. Meanwhile, 
examining the conditions of the 
Jewish community and the AIPAC 
organization within the United 
States reveals that Israel also 
needs to strive for dominance in 
all decision-making and financial 
spheres of the US to survive.
Multiple factors, such as the Mid-
dle East’s geopolitical position, 
America’s grand strategy since 
World War II, and the attempt to 
expand capitalism through arms 
trade, have shaped these two 
interconnected yet separate en-
tities in occupied Palestine and 

the US and have also driven their 
increasing efforts to survive, in-
filtrate, and dominate together. 
Consequently, the survival of 
these two regimes is closely tied.
One of the main components of 
Tel Aviv’s military doctrine since 
its establishment has been the 
use of an intelligence-security 
approach to ensure existential 
security, which it has pursued by 
creating extensive spy agencies 
and carrying out sabotage and 
organized terrorist operations 
against its enemies. However, 
Israel’s intelligence and oper-
ational failure occurred after 
Operation Al-Aqsa Storm on 
October 7, when the internal 
political and identity crisis that 
has plagued the regime since 
its inception reached its peak. 

The regime was trying to create 
a safety net to focus on internal 
challenges with US support and 
normalization of relations with 
some regional countries.
In reality, after Operation Al-Aq-
sa Storm, the lost deterrence 
added to Israel’s plethora of 
problems, leading to a war that 
many analysts acknowledged 
from the start would drag the 
Zionist regime into a quagmire, 
exacerbating its regional and 
international legitimacy crisis. 
The feeling of illegitimacy in the 
Zionist regime has become so in-
grained in the region, within the 
regime itself, and in the global 
community that its top decision 
makers believe that ending the 
war would mean its destruction. 
This is because the unprece-

dented intelligence, security, 
and military blow dealt to Isra-
el by the Palestinian resistance 
movement in the 7 October 
attack has taken down the two 
main pillars that any political 
system needs to survive: legiti-
macy and deterrence.
As the issue of security and up-
grading deterrence has always 
been the primary concern of the 
Israel’s policymakers, the Zi-
onist regime now has no choice 
but to revive at least one of these 
elements. In other words, since 
legitimacy is an implicit and long-
term concept that is intertwined 
with peace and stability or sa-
cred resistance, and given the 
Zionist regime’s criminal record, 
fragmented cultural and social 
identity, and insurmountable 
structural problems, it is out of 
reach for Israel. Therefore, the re-
gime sees its existence as depen-
dent on the revival of deterrence 
through more violent means.
The Zionist regime’s behavioral 
pattern also suggests that it sees 
its continued existence as tied to 
increasing public fear and terror 
and pursuing an expansionist 
policy. The fact that Israel has 
the strongest army in the region 
is also a myth aimed at boosting 
the regime’s psychological de-
terrence. Of course, the Zionist 
regime receives logistical, mil-
itary, and intelligence support 
from one of the world’s largest 
armies, the United States, and 
receives almost all modern mili-
tary equipment, technology, and 
hardware from Washington to 
use in the air, on land, and at sea. 
However, the moral, reputation-
al, and public opinion backlash 
against the Zionist regime will 

have a significant impact on its 
internal legitimacy. The ongoing 
war and the economic and polit-
ical consequences of the conflict, 
combined with the changing 
migration trends from inside 
the occupied territory to out-
side, could lead to an unexpected 
collapse of the Zionist regime’s 
war-torn system.
Despite Israel’s criminal war-
mongering, the overall assess-
ment suggests that the Zionist 
regime is going through an ex-
tremely tense period. Therefore, 
the Israelis are trying to change 
their vulnerable security and mil-
itary image and present a harsh 
and vindictive face that responds 
to any aggression with tenfold 
aggression. In fact, Israel’s unbri-
dled atrocities are a smokescreen 
for its deep-seated crises. 
It has become clearer than ever 
that the Zionist regime would 
have collapsed decades ago 
without US support. Clearly, 
Washington’s goal is not just to 
preserve the existence of Jewish 
and Zionist citizens, but occu-
pied Palestine has now become 
a strategic military base for the 
United States in West Asia, pre-
venting the formation of new re-
gional arrangements that would 
strengthen the trend of estab-
lishing a non-American interna-
tional order. 
However, while the Zionist re-
gime is facing the issue of “to be 
or not to be” or “to survive or per-
ish” more than ever, the United 
States, as the self-proclaimed 
champion of liberal democracy 
and global order, is also facing 
numerous challenges both do-
mestically and in its Middle East-
ern and global policies.
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The 
Israeli 
regime sees 
its existence 
as dependent 
on the revival 
of deterrence 
through more 
violent means. Smoke rises from Israeli airstrikes in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024. 
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Israel’s brazen attacks on 
Beirut continue unabated. 
While the Gaza war rages 
on, the Zionist regime has 
yet to achieve its declared 
objectives in the Palestinian 
enclave, and many expected 
the international pressure to 
lead to a cease-fire. Howev-
er, it seems that the regime’s 
plan is to push the war zone 
into Lebanon. This raises the 
question: what are the rea-
sons behind Tel Aviv’s expan-
sion of the war, and why is the 
US openly supporting Israel 
in the Lebanon war?

Reasons behind Israel’s expansion of war


