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of a society's level of development.
It's not about disrespecting or in-
sulting someone who doesn't think
like me, or doing something that
makes them uncomfortable with
our behavior. What can bring us to-
gether in a country or region is mu-
tual respect for each other's beliefs
and faiths. If a group tries to under-
mine or belittle someone else's be-
liefs, conflictwill start. We shouldn't
letthathappen, and ifitdoes,it's be-
causewe'renotyetawareorcapable
ofrespectingeachother'sbeliefs.
When people are alone in a society,
they can do whatever they want, but
when they're together, they must
behave within a framework that
everyone agreeson, or else conflicts
willarise within the society.

So, whatis your message to those
Iranian women who are protest-
ing against being forced to wear
the hijab, the same women who
protested after Mahsa Amini's
death?

When the incident happened to
Mahsa Amini,Iwasone ofthose who
protested. | was even invited to the
state TVandI,asamember of Parlia-
ment at the time, protested against
the behavior thathad occurred, and
as aresult, [ was criticized by those
who were involved in the incident.
Even in the recent parliamentary
elections, my candidacy was notap-
provedbecause of some of the views
Thold.

Of course, the supreme Leader does
not share the view that those inci-
dentsoccurredinsociety. The harsh
behavior of some people led to a so-
cial backlash, and naturally, that be-
lief mustbe shaped in society based
onethicsand practical behavior, not
through force and conflict.

We must make people behave with
awareness, not try to impose some-
thing through force. This is what we

Does this mean that you want
not just the people but also the
government and security forces
to change their behavior, so that
if a protest occurs in society, the
security forces will not use vio-
lence?
Ofcourse,wedonothavetherightto
treat people with violence. Our gov-
ernment's slogan for all ministers
and officials is to preserve the dig-
nity of the people. We are currently
under intense pressure from the US
and Europe, and Americais actually
dealing with anyone who wants to
make a deal with us. In the mean-
time, the Zionist regime is also pro-
voking to bring war and insecurity
totheregion.

While we want to reform ourselves
and our society, they are provoking
to start a fight, and on the surface,
they say they want peace and tran-
quility.

We have just received news that
490 people have been martyred in
the bombing in Lebanon, and over
1,200 people are injured. This is the
behavior of the Zionist regime, and
this is the American approach. But
no matter how much the US sanc-
tions us, our behavior towards each
other within the country has noth-
ingto dowiththe sanctions.
Whoever comes to us and we need
to provide a service, we must do it
with respect, not with conflict and
violence. Thisis what I have told the
ministers and officials,and our eval-
uation of our forces is based on this
principle. We have emphasized that
even if we cannot do many things,
wemustexplainittothe people with
respectandkindness,andapologize
for not being able to do something.
This is the reform we want to create
inourselvesas executives.

We don'thave the right to treat peo-
ple badly. If we have problems and
are struggling, that's no excuse to
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are trying to do in the government
and administrative system, to cre-
ate a common language and per-
spective among ourselves and with
those we interact with. Of course,
this will take time and effort, and
changingbehaviorisnotsomething
that can be fixed in just one or two
years.

Scientifically, changing behavior
may take a decade or more to align
our beliefs with our behavior and
act on it. The work we do will take
time and will be challenging, be-
cause now in society, some people
are using these issues as an excuse
toundermine the political systemin
our country. Theirissueis notabout
hijab orno hijab, but to confront the
entire system, and this willnotbe in
thebestinterestofthe country.

We must work together, respecting
each other and respecting human
beings with any belief or faith, to
bring our country to unity and soli-
darity, this was the mainsloganand
approach I shared with the people
when [ wanted to become presi-
dent.

take out our frustrations on the
people we are supposed to serve.
Our duty is to serve the people and
to do everything in our power to
solve their problems. Therefore,
we should never do anything that
would cause people to take to the
streets, becauseit's theresult of our
actions and behavior that leads to
such incidents and the formation of
protests.

The more we can improve our be-
havior and the way we interact with
people, the more we will gain the
people's support and cooperation,
andthat'swhatwe're striving for.

You said you are trying to im-
prove relations with your neigh-
bors, what specific signals have
you sent to countries like Saudi
Arabia? Do you plan to use your
influence to control Houthi at-
tacksonshippinglines?

The instability in the region is
caused by the Zionist regime. If the
Zionistregime didn'tkilland terror-
ize, nothing would happen. Ifthe US
didn't support the Zionist regime,

andiftheZionistregimedidn'texpel
people from their homes and land,
thenlet'ssee whatthe Houthis, Hez-
bollah, Hamas,and otherswould do.
If someone kicks you out of your
home, how would you react? A
group of people have been ex-
pelled from their homes, and Gaza
has been turned into a large prison
where people are not allowed to go
anywhere, do anything, or make any
connections. Even medicine, food,
and equipment cannot be delivered
there. If people are imprisoned in a
large place, howlong can they toler-
ateitand notprotestorreact?

If the Zionist regime stops its atroc-
ities, I think many of the factors that
you mention are causing instability
willbe eliminated.

As for how we can improve our re-
lations with our neighbors, it's sim-
ple. We don'thave any disputes with
our neighbors, our security is their
security, and their securityis our se-
curity. Wedon'tthinkaboutcreating
instability in any country, because if
our neighboring countries become
unstable, our country will also be-
come unstable tomorrow.

We need to work together to solve
regional issues, notjust security and
terrorism, but also environmen-
tal, economic, and social issues. If
we work together, we can solve our
problems, and we have started this
process. We have met with leaders
of several [regional] countries and will
meetwithleaders ofother countries.
We will definitely visit all countries
in the region and neighboring coun-
tries, talk to them, and invite them to
cooperate. Their territorial integrity
and sovereignty are respected by us,
and our territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty must also be respected by
them. Scientific, economic, cultural,
environmental, and mutual capaci-
ties are things that we can share and
help each otherwith.

We want to create a society togeth-
er that puts the slogan of peace and
development of the United Nations
into practice. Unfortunately, many
oftheslogansthataregivenonthese
platforms are just words, and peo-
plesayonethinginpublicanddoan-
otherthingbehind the scenes.

The Houthis, beyond their reac-
tion to Israel's attacks on Gaza,
have been creating insecurity in
the region for years, disrupting
maritime trafficand reducingthe
income of some countries, such
as Egypt. They have done this
with the support of Iran. Will you
help toresolve this situation?

We didn't do this. We will cooper-
ate with anyone who cooperates
with us. Iran has a relationship with
them, and also with Hezbollah, be-
cause they are under pressure.
They're also bullying them, trying
tokick them out of theirhomes, and
they're just defending themselves.
But the fact that they want to make
the waterways insecure is unac-
ceptabletous.

Currently, I don't have accurate in-
formation about this issue, but in
my opinion, if the Zionist regime
stops doing what it's doing in the
region, the situation will change.
Today, even countries like Saudi
Arabia are negotiating and resolv-
ing their problems. We can resolve
our problems through dialogue,
not with guns. What they used to
do was bomb them every day. They
had hired people to force them to do
what they wanted, but the Houthis
were defending themselves. Now,
they are sitting down and talking,
and they canresolve their problems
through dialogue.

We can resolve many of our prob-
lems through dialogue. It doesn't
make sense for humans to fight
each other. We shouldn't trample
on each other's rights, but if the
other side is being greedy, we need

tostand up to them.

The United Nations was established
to resolve conflicts, and we humans
can sit down and talk and resolve
our problems. But we're not doing
that.

Thegreatpowershave multiplebas-
es in theregion. They are taking the
oil, resources, and facilities. Imag-
ine if there was no oil and gas in this
region, would anyone be fighting?
Would anyone be defending one
side or the other? The resources in
thisregion have turned itintoaland
of fire, where humans are pitted
against each other, so that a group

prevent them from attacking our
country so easily. So, we will do
whatever it takes to prevent them
from attacking our country or tak-
ingourland.

We also wantto resolve our internal
differences. All those wholive in our
country have the right to partici-
pate in politics and decision-mak-
ing, whether they are women or
men, religious or non-religious,
Shia or Sunni. We will resolve these
issues within ourselves and with
our neighbors, and we want to help
them, and we want to make peace
with the world. We are not at odds
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can take these resources and carry
them off. But what do the countries
intheregion getfromtheseresourc-
es? Warandbloodshed.

You said you are willing to re-
sume nuclear talks and return to
aformoftheJCPOA,buttheUShas
not yet taken a formal stance on
this. If the US is not interested in
this, whatisyour strategy?

This was the US that first withdrew
from the JCPOA. We want to tell the
world that we are not seeking nu-
clear bombs. The US is lying when
it says that Iran is seeking nuclear
weapons. The US is spreading false
information about us to the world.
We had accepted the JCPOA and
were implementing it. If we were
seeking nuclear weapons, as the
Americans claim, we would not
have accepted the JCPOA. The In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) has had the most inspections
in Iran, and in practice, they have
seen that we have acted within the
framework. If we wanted to pursue
nuclear weapons, we would not
have cometonegotiate.

We want to negotiate so that we
don't fight. They want to imply to
the world that we want to make the
worldinsecure,butwe don'twantto
dothat. Wewon'tgetanywherewith
war, but we can reform ourselves in
security. But the US doesn't want us
tobesecure.

It'spossiblethatinany country,there
are problems and differences that
lead to protests. Instead of helping,
they encourage the protests to bring
down the political system. This is a
sign of what? They are pouring fuel
on the fire, making the region inse-
cure so that they can do their job. Di-
visionisnotinanyone'sinterest.

If the US wants to create peace in the
region, we are seeking peace. We
have no designs on any country's
territory.Lookathistory, Iranhasnot
attacked any country in the past 200
years. We are not seeking to attack
any country, and if we produce arms
and missiles, it'sto defend ourselves.
When Saddam Hussein attacked
us and bombed our cities, and the
Americans and Europeans support-
ed him, we were defenseless.
Eventually, we must be able to de-
fend ourselves, and in order to do
that, we need to have the power to

withanyone.

Unfortunately, some people want
to fight and the words and slogans
theyuse arelies.I don'tknow how to
say itanymore that we don't want to
fight! What language can we use to
say that we are not seeking nuclear
bombsandjustwantto growandlive
inpeaceand security witheveryone?
I understand that in this world we
live in, we are not alone, and it's not
worth it for humans to fight each
other for a short time. The value of
human beings is higher than that.
If we can just understand this, we
won't fight each other and we will
help each other to enjoy life. We will
help each other to make the most of
this opportunity that God and the
universe have given ustolive on this
earthforashorttime.

People know you as a moder-
ate, do you consider yourself a
reformist and do you use these
termstodescribe yourself?

I have a principle, a principle that [
believe in is justice, fairness, and
equality. I have a criterion for this
justice, [ am a university-educated
person, and therefore I accept jus-
tice and equality based on scientific
factsand evidence.

To achieve this justice and equali-
ty in society, whether in the region
we live in or in the world, we need
reforms. It's not possible to expect
changejustbytalking.

In every society, the rights of some
people areignored, and in the lands
we live in, justice is not present in
many places. As a human being, [
believe that the rights of all people,
regardless of their gender, race, or
beliefs, mustbe restored. This is not
just my personal belief, but it's also
adivine command. The Qur’an says,
"Stand up for justice and fairness,
and do notletthe evil actions of one
group preventyou fromdoingso."
We, as human beings, believe in
these principles and need reforms
to align ourselves with them. We
want to be good people and want
to treat others based on their rights
and dignity. Others should also treat
usbased onourrightsand dignity.
If we create a world like this, it will
beagood world,and war and blood-
shed will disappear. It's the greed
and totalitarianism that pits hu-
mansagainsteachother.




