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Two significant archaeological excava-
tions have been launched in Shahr-e Rey, 
Tehran Province, after many years, an-
nounced Ghadir Afroond, the head of the 
Rey National Heritage Site. He described 
this event as “exciting,” considering the 
long pause in archaeological activities in 
the region. 
“Archaeological research is a fundamen-
tal part of the programs at Rey National 
Heritage Site, and we will soon witness 
two simultaneous archaeological exca-
vation programs in this ancient area,” he 
stated, ISNA wrote.
Afroond highlighted that both the histor-
ical site of Rashkan Castle and Cheshmeh 
Ali site are among the most important 
cultural and civilizational centers of an-
cient Rey. According to him, the archae-
ological excavation of Rashkan Castle is 
being resumed after approximately 17 
years, while the excavation of Cheshmeh 
Ali Hill is being continued after about 25 
years.
He added, “Shahid Beheshti University 
will conduct research and archaeological 
excavations at the ancient hill of Chesh-
meh Ali, while I will oversee research and 
excavations at Rashkan Castle.” 
Afroond explained that the collabora-
tion between the Rey National Heritage 
Site and Shahid Beheshti University is 

grounded in a memorandum of under-
standing signed between the university, 
the Research Institute of Cultural Heri-
tage and Tourism, and the Cultural Heri-
tage Organization of Tehran Province.
In addition to the numerous projects car-
ried out at the significant archaeological 
sites of Teppeh Mill and Rashkan Castle, 
this initiative marks the beginning of an 
important movement that represents a 
serious scientific-research transforma-
tion in the ancient region of Rey, which 
boasts a history of over 8,000 years.

Afroond noted that these two important 
archaeological programs are the result 
of the interaction, cooperation, and valu-
able support from the Ministry of Cultur-
al Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts’ 
Department for National and World Her-
itage Sites, Tehran’s Cultural Heritage Or-
ganization, and the Cultural Heritage and 
Tourism Research Center.
He emphasized, “The presence and col-
laboration of one of the most successful 
archaeological groups from Shahid Be-
heshti University, will undoubtedly create 

a valuable and promising opportunity for 
extensive scientific collaborations with 
the Rey National Heritage Site.”
Tappeh Mill, which includes the royal 
palace and hunting ground of the Sassan-
id era, was mistakenly referred to in the 
past as the Tappeh Mill Fire Temple or the 
Bahram Fire Temple and was registered 
in Iran’s National Heritage List in 1955.
A large earthen mound topped with 
a magnificent structure of stone and 
unique brick and plaster decorations, 
along with a portico, a large and deep 

reservoir surrounding it (now dry), and a 
vast and complex protective and service 
structure approximately 450 meters in 
length and 350 meters in width, creates a 
historical attraction at the ancient site of 
Tappeh Mill, located about 12 kilometers 
southeast of Rey.
This site may have last been restored in the 
2000s. According to available information 
from that period, the plasterworks were 
cleaned and organized, and protective 
scaffolding was installed, allowing tour-
ists to view the plasterworks and Sassanid 
architecture from behind the scaffolding. 
However, the continuation of the organi-
zation and restoration of this site has been 
neglected over time, and many tourists and 
visitors walk and sit on the architectural 
structures and Sassanid plasterworks 
without paying attention to the barriers.
In ancient times, Shahr-e Rey was one 
of the primary centers of Zoroastrian-
ism. Dating back to the Medes period, 
the city, known as a sacred land, lies on 
the route of the Silk Road. That is why it 
was one of the most prosperous cities of 
the world in various historical periods. 
The 7,000-year-old Cheshmeh Ali (Spring 
of Ali), also known as Cheshmeh Surin, is 
an ancient site, which is one of the oldest 
in the country. Cheshmeh Ali is now a 
recreational center located near Toghrol 
Tower.

North Khorasan Province, like 
various other provinces in Iran, 
boasts numerous historical and 
cultural attractions that can 
significantly enhance the travel 
experience. One of the notable 
historical sites in this prov-
ince is the Chartaqi Tomb, also 
known as the Timurid Tomb. 
This tomb, recognized as one of 
the highlights of Shirvan, dates 
back to the Timurid period. It 
has been designated as a na-
tional heritage site in Iran.
The tomb is situated six kilome-
ters from the city of Shirvan and 
three kilometers from the near-

est asphalt road. This striking 
octagonal structure resembles 
a tomb and is widely believed to 
be associated with Amir Timur, a 
belief supported by the inscrip-
tion found on the gravestone. 
This inscription indicates the 
year 1357 CE, corresponding to 
the period of Timur’s rule. The 
structure features a simple black 
gravestone, although the inscrip-
tion on it has faded over time, 
making it difficult to discern; only 
the name “Eid Khwajeh” remains 
somewhat visible. Historical 
sources from the Timurid period 
confirm that Eid Khwajeh was a 
significant figure and command-
er during that era, IRNA wrote.

History
The construction of chartaqi 
(four-arched) buildings in Iran 
has a long and storied histo-
ry, extending back to mythical 
times. The Chartaqi Tomb itself 
has several centuries of history, 
dating back to the early Timurid 
period. This structure includes a 
crypt that is one and a half me-
ters deep, leading historians to 
associate its construction with 
the Ilkhanid period, a time when 
the use of crypts was prevalent.

Restoration
The structure underwent its 
first restoration in 1977, which 
unfortunately led to signifi-

cant damage to its authenticity, 
altering its appearance con-
siderably. To prevent the col-
lapse of various sections of the 
structure, positive restoration 
measures were undertaken in 
2005 and 2007. These actions 
resulted in the discovery of the 
building’s entrance and the 
enclosing wall surrounding 
it. Archaeologists believe that 
this wall was likely constructed 
to prevent graves in the vicini-
ty from encroaching upon the 
structure.
The Chartaqi Tomb is octago-
nal in shape, constructed from 
adobe and reinforced with 
wood. Externally, the building 

features niches topped with 
arches, enhanced by horizon-
tal brickwork in the dome’s 
shaft. The entrance doors are 
quite large, each approximate-
ly two meters tall, with light 
openings corresponding to 
their width.
 Additionally, the tomb features 
a dome that rises 2.5 meters 
above the upper part of the 
structure, with a height of 4.28 
meters from the floor to the 
base of the dome.
To decorate the interior of the 
Chartaqi Tomb, bricks have 
been used both vertically and 
horizontally in the dome’s 
shaft. The external surface of 

the dome is created using a 
two-tiered brick-laying tech-
nique. The internal space of the 
structure is square-shaped. 
The architects employed 
plaster to cover the interior, 
incorporating stucco work at 
the intersections of the sides. 
Surrounding the top of the 
entrance, turquoise-colored 
stucco work and inscriptions 
can be found.
Today, while most of the in-
scriptions have eroded, the 
Chartaqi Tomb remains a 
prominent historical and archi-
tectural landmark in Shirvan, 
attracting numerous visitors 
each year.
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