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Iranian, Chinese children’s paintings 
on view in Tehran 
The second Iran-China Chil-
dren’s Painting Festival con-
cluded on October 8 with the 
exhibition of 46 artworks and 
the selection of 24 winners.
The festival, themed “Tradi-
tions in Iranian and Chinese 
Families,” was held at the Gh-
adir Hall of the Institute for 
Intellectual Development of 
Children and Young Adults 
(IIDCYA). The exhibition will 
run until October 21, ISNA re-
ported. 
The festival received 693 sub-
missions, from which 24 art-
works were chosen by a panel 
of judges. The event was at-
tended by dignitaries, includ-
ing the China’s Ambassador 
to Iran Zong Peiwu, and the 
Managing Director of IIDCYA, 
Hamed Alamati.

In his opening remarks, 
Alamati emphasized the sig-
nificance of cultural exchange 
between Iran and China, high-
lighting the two countries’ 
shared history and traditions. 
He expressed hope that the 
festival would become an an-
nual event, promoting friend-
ship and understanding be-
tween Iranian and Chinese 
children.
The Chinese envoy congratu-
lated the winners and praised 
the festival for fostering cul-
tural exchange between the 
two nations. 
He noted the similarities be-
tween Iranian and Chinese 
traditions, citing the presence 
of fish on both countries’ new 
year tables.
The festival’s theme was cho-

sen to promote cross-cultural 
understanding and apprecia-
tion between Iranian and Chi-
nese children. The artworks 
on display showcased the di-
versity and richness of both 
cultures, with vibrant colors 
and imaginative depictions of 
traditional family scenes.
The judges’ panel praised the 
high quality of the submis-
sions, noting the creativity 
and talent of the young artists. 
The winners were awarded 
prizes, and the exhibition will 
remain open to the public for 
two weeks.
In a statement, the IIDCYA 
emphasized the importance 
of cultural exchange and peo-
ple-to-people diplomacy, par-
ticularly among children and 
young adults. The organization 

expressed hope that the festi-
val would become a regular 
event, promoting friendship 
and cooperation between Iran 
and China. 
The festival was also attended 
by Iranian artist and research-
er Zahra Dastan, who spoke 
about the significance of cul-
tural exchange and the impor-
tance of understanding each 
other’s traditions.
The IIDCYA has been promot-
ing cultural exchange between 
Iran and China through var-
ious initiatives, including a 
previous joint painting festival 
held in 2022. The organization 
aims to foster greater under-
standing and cooperation be-
tween the two nations through 
people-to-people diplomacy.
In related news, the IIDCYA 

announced plans to hold a fu-
ture festival on the theme of 
the Silk Road, a ancient trade 
route that connected Iran and 
China. The organization also 

expressed hope to involve 
Palestinian children in future 
events, promoting cultural 
exchange and understanding 
among the three nations.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian 
unveiled 30 ancient Achaemenid clay 
tablets, part of a larger collection of 
1,100 artifacts returned from the US, at 
the National Museum of Iran on Tues-
day. 
The tablets, which date back to the 6th 
century BC, were repatriated to Iran 
after intensive consultations between 
the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism and Handicrafts, and the Center for 
East Asian Studies at the University of 
Chicago (CEAS), IRNA reported. 
The artifacts were returned to Iran 
on September 26 following President 
Pezeshkian’s participation in the 79th 
session of the UN General Assembly in 
New York. 
The clay tablets, inscribed in cuneiform, 
Elamite, and Aramaic languages, pro-
vide valuable insights into the manage-

ment of natural resources, roads, social 
relations, basic necessities of life, wages, 
and the economy of Achaemenid society 
during the rule of Darius I, commonly 
known as Darius the Great.
“These 30 tablets are without text, but 
they are actually seals that were used 
to authenticate documents,” Jebrael 
Nokandeh, director of the National Mu-
seum of Iran, said. “They are part of a 
larger collection that provides valuable 
information about the economy of the 
Achaemenid Empire during the rule of 
Darius the Great.”
Nokandeh explained that the 1,100 
tablets returned from the University of 
Chicago are part of a larger collection 
that was loaned to the institution about 
90 years ago. “The original collection is 
much larger, but we have received 1,100 
tablets so far,” he said. “We have selected 
30 of them for display, and they will be 
on show until November 20.”
The Achaemenid Empire was the largest 

of the empires of the ancient Near East, 
extending from the Balkans and Egypt 
to India and Central Asia. The clay tab-
lets, numbering about 30,000, were dis-
covered by archeologists affiliated with 
the University of Chicago in the 1930s 
while excavating in Persepolis, the cer-
emonial capital of the Persian Empire.
About 90 years ago, the tablets were 
loaned to the Oriental Institute of the 
University of Chicago for a three-year 
period, but they were never returned. 
The US repeatedly resorted to excuses 
to put off repatriating the tablets to Iran, 
according to officials.
In 2006, a US federal court ruling sought 
to seize and auction the invaluable col-
lection of ancient clay tablets. However, 
an appeals court later overturned the 
ruling, and in 2018, the US Supreme 
Court affirmed the subsequent ruling 
that the collection cannot be taken away.
Several batches of the tablets and re-
lated fragments have been delivered 

to Iran in recent years, but thousands 
of parts are still held in the Oriental 
Institute of the University of Chicago. 
Last year, late President Ebrahim Raisi 
brought home 3,500 tablets from the 
US after attending the UN General As-
sembly.
Nokandeh said that the National Muse-
um of Iran plans to display the 30 tab-
lets until November 20, and then they 
will be sent to Persepolis for further 
study. 
He also announced that the museum 
plans to publish a book about the tab-
lets in Persian soon. “We will also work 
on a new exhibition of the tablets at 
Persepolis, which will provide more 
insights into the Achaemenid Empire,” 
he said.
“These tablets are not just important for 
Iran, but for the whole world,” Nokan-
deh said. “They provide valuable infor-
mation about one of the most important 
periods in human history. We are happy 
to have them back in Iran, and we will 
make sure to take good care of them.”
The return of the Achaemenid clay tab-
lets is seen as a significant cultural and 
historical achievement for Iran, and it 
is hoped that the remaining tablets will 
be repatriated to the country in the near 
future.
According to the Ministry of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts, a 
total of 6,868 clay tablets have been 
returned to Iran so far, and the remain-
ing 8,100 tablets are expected to be re-
turned within the next five years.
Iran’s Minister of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism, and Handicrafts, Reza Salehi 
Amiri, who also attended the unveiling 

ceremony, emphasized that Iranian cul-
ture is a “unifying” drive.
Salehi Amiri said that while cultural 
diversity has its roots in the country’s 
history, the core of this civilization lies 
in unity and cohesion.
Salehi Amiri pointed out that Iranian 
culture is rich and has a long history, 
with the power to build civilizations. 
He noted that the concept of “national 
unity” is not a new idea, but rather a 
long-standing tradition in Iran. 
Salehi Amiri also emphasized the im-
portance of cultural heritage, saying it is 
the core of the nation’s identity, and that 
tourism is a product of stability, security, 
and cultural diplomacy.
Salehi Amiri went on to say that cultur-
al heritage is Iran’s soft power, and that 
the country needs to leverage this pow-
er to showcase its cultural and civiliza-
tional capabilities to the world. 
He called for a shift in the way the coun-
try views cultural heritage and tour-
ism, and emphasized that these sectors 
should be considered a top priority.
The minister concluded by saying that 
with the help of cultural heritage and 
tourism, Iran can achieve its 20-year vi-
sion of becoming a major player in the 
global tourism industry, with the poten-
tial to replace oil as a major source of 
revenue.

Clay tablets 
repatriated from 
US on display

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian 
looks at the ancient artifacts on 
display at the National Museum of 
Iran in Tehran, October 8, 2024, after 
a ceremony marking the return of 
30 Achaemenid clay tablets from the 
US, part of a total of 1,100 artifacts 
repatriated to Iran.
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