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Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin said on Friday 
that relations with Tehran 
remained a “high priori-
ty” for Moscow as he met 
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian for the first time.    
“Bilateral cooperation is 
a high priority for us and 
relations between the two 
sides are moving forward 
well, with trade volume 
expanding,” Putin told 
Pezeshkian on the side-
lines of a forum in Turk-
menistan’s capital of Ash-
gabat, IRNA reported.
“We work together on the 
international stage and 
our global assessments 
and approaches are in 
sync,” he added. 
Putin also invited Pezesh-
kian to Russia to take 
p a r t  i n  a  s u m m i t  o f 
the BRICS group of major 

emerging economies – 
Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa – sched-
uled for October 22-24. 
Pezeshkian, for his part, 
expressed hope that Teh-
ran and Moscow would ink 
a comprehensive strategic 
partnership agreement 
during his upcoming visit 
to Russia this month.  
Pezeshkian echoed Putin’s 
stance on the two coun-
tries’ growing econom-
ic ties as well as similar 
views on global affairs.
“Our relationship with 
Russia is cordial and stra-
tegic,” the Iranian presi-
dent said, adding that “Iran 
and Russia have good com-
plementary capacities that 
they can use to help each 
other.” 
“Our stances in the world 
are much closer to each 
other than other coun-
tries,” he added.

Israeli atrocities
D u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g , 
Pezeshkian also touched 
on the developments in the 
region, including Israeli at-
tacks against the Palestin-
ian and Lebanese peoples.
“The Zionist regime (of Is-
rael) does not respect any 
international legal and 
humanitarian framework, 
and the situation in the re-
gion is critical,” he said.
Israel launched a military 
offensive against the Gaza 
Strip in October last year 
after the Palestinian resis-
tance group Hamas car-
ried out Operation Al-Aqsa 
Storm in response to the 
regime’s decades-long cam-
paign of bloodletting and 
devastation against Pales-
tinians.
Since then, more than 
42,000 Palestinians have 
been killed in Israeli 
strikes in the coastal ter-

ritory. 
Israel also intensified its 
attacks on Lebanon in re-
cent weeks on the pretext 
of targeting Hezbollah’s 
strongholds which has 
been exchanging fire with 
the Israeli military in sup-
port of Palestinians in Gaza 
since last October 2023.

Spread of extremism
Addressing a ceremony in 
commemoration of Turk-
men poet Magtymguly 
Pyragy, Pezeshkian warned 
against the spread of ex-
tremism globally and urged 
Muslim countries to unite 

in countering violence. 
“The pursuit of unity is not 
limited to Islamic societ-
ies alone as the need for 
peace, deepening broth-
erhood, and fostering a 
dialogue of consensus is a 
requirement for the inter-

national community today,” 
he said.
“However, many elements 
of unilateralism continue 
to disrupt the coexistence 
of the human society in this 
journey,” the president add-
ed. 

The ceremony in Ashga-
tat was attended by other 
regional leaders including 
Pakistani President Asif Ali 
Zardari and the heads of the 
other Central Asian nations, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Ta-
jikistan and Uzbekistan.
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Global outrage as Israeli attacks 
injure UN peacekeepers in Lebanon

The United  Nat ions 
peacekeeping force in 
southern Lebanon con-
firmed on Friday that its 
headquarters in Naqou-
ra was hit by explosions 
for the second time in 48 
hours, a day after Israeli 
forces struck the same 
position.
Two peacekeepers from 
the UN Interim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) were 
injured after two explo-
sions occurred close to 
an observation tower, 
the UN mission said in a 
statement on Friday.
“This is a serious devel-
opment, and UNIFIL reit-
erates that the safety and 
security of UN personnel 
and property must be 
guaranteed and that the 
inviolability of UN prem-
ises must be respected at 
all times,” it added.
“Any deliberate attack on 
peacekeepers is a grave 
violation of international 
humanitarian law.”
Lebanon’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs earlier 
said the attacks were 
on watchtowers and 

the main UNIFIL base in 
Naqoura and on the Sri 
Lankan battalion’s base.
Lebanon’s official Nation-
al News Agency reported 
that artillery shelling 
from an Israeli Merkava 
tank wounded members 
of the Sri Lankan battal-
ion.
Speaking at a news con-
ference in Beirut, Leb-
anese caretaker Prime 
Minister Najib Mikati 
said Israel’s actions were 
a “denounced crime”. He 
added that he had dis-
cussed efforts to reach 
a cease-fire in Lebanon 
with United States Sec-
retary of State Antony 
Blinken.
The incident sparked 
condemnation from Eu-
ropean members of the 

mission, the UN as well 
as China and Russia.
Human Rights Watch on 
Friday called for a UN in-
quiry “on Israeli attacks 
on peacekeepers” in Leb-
anon.
“Any targeting of UN 
peacekeepers by Israeli 
forces violates the laws 
of war and dangerously 
interferes with UNIFIL’s 
civilian protection and 
aid work,” HRW’s Lama 
Fakih said.
UNIFIL, which has about 
10,000 peacekeepers sta-
tioned in south Lebanon, 
has called for a cease-fire 
since an escalation be-
tween Israel and Leba-
nese militant group Hez-
bollah on September 23, 
after a year of cross-bor-
der fire.
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Iran FM urges collective efforts to stop Israel’s atrocities

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi called 
for collective diplomatic 
efforts to stop the Israeli 
regime’s atrocities against 
the innocent people of 

Gaza and Lebanon, secure 
a cease-fire and facilitate 
the delivery of humani-
tarian aid.
Araghchi made the com-
ment in letters he sent to 

his counterparts around 
the world on Thursday, 
Press TV reported.
He pointed to the ongoing 
Israeli brutalities against 
ordinary people in Gaza 
and Lebanon, which have 
resulted in the death, in-
jury and displacement of 
a large number of inno-
cent individuals as well as 
international aid workers, 
and large-scale destruc-
tion of residential and 
public buildings.
The top Iranian diplomat 
stated that the criminal 
actions of the Zionist 
regime pose a serious 

threat to regional and 
global peace, and repre-
sent a clear example of 
war crimes, genocide and 
crimes against humanity.
“The unlimited impunity 
the Israeli regime enjoys 
has prompted it to expand 
the scope of its attacks on 
Lebanon, and specifically 
launch massive airstrikes 
on residential areas using 
US-made bunker busters,” 
Araghchi wrote, noting 
that the failure of the UN 
Security Council to fulfill 
its duties has emboldened 
the warmongering lead-
ers of the Zionist entity to 

continue their crimes.
The Iranian foreign min-
ister also highlighted that 
his country’s recent mas-
sive missile strikes on Is-
raeli military positions in 
the occupied territories, 
dubbed Operation True 
Promise II, were carried 
out following weeks of 
self-restraint to pave the 
way for a ceasefire in 
Gaza.
He underlined that the 
operation attests to Iran’s 
responsibility for interna-
tional peace and security.
“If need be, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is fully 

prepared to take more 
and stronger defensive 
measures against any act 
of aggression, and will 
have no hesitation in this 
regard,” Araghchi stressed.
Also on Thursday, the Ira-
nian foreign minister sent 
letters to the United Na-
tions High Commissioner 
for Refugees Filippo Gran-
di and President of the 
International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
Mirjana Spoljaric Egger, 
voicing his grave concern 
over worsening humani-
tarian conditions in Gaza 
and Lebanon.

“Not only have the Israeli 
regime’s strikes targeted 
peoples, places and civil-
ian infrastructure, but also 
all humanitarian princi-
ples,” Araghchi stated.
He said international hu-
manitarian organizations 
are expected to adopt 
effective, prompt, mean-
ingful and appropriate 
measures to address the 
humanitarian crisis in 
West Asia, mobilize in-
ternational assistance, 
and remove obstacles to 
the delivery of aid to the 
areas affected by Israeli 
atrocities.
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