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Kerman Province, with its rich civilization-
al artifacts, has been a significant region 
due to its position along the spice route 
and proximity to Eastern civilizations, 
thereby enabling cultural exchanges with 
various ethnic groups and civilizations, 
in addition to trade and the movement of 
goods.
An official from the Cultural Heritage, 
Handicrafts, and Tourism Organization of 
Kerman Province emphasized the region’s 
cultural interactions. He stated, “Through-
out history, media, ideas, and cultures have 
been exchanged, and this exchange contin-
ued through eras such as the pre-stone age 
and rural and urban settlements, with ev-
idence of this exchange still present today 
in the civilization of southern Kerman and 
its neighboring cultures.”
Nader Alidadi Soleymani noted that the 
historical site of Esfandagheh dates back 
to the Neolithic period. He remarked, “I 
have had the opportunity to work at this 
site for three seasons, and the findings in-
dicate intellectual and cultural connections 
between the people of distant and neigh-
boring regions.” He emphasized that the 
Esfandagheh archaeological site contains 
architectural remains of a temple and 
valuable Neolithic-era artifacts, including 
significant human figurines.
The archaeologist continued, “In addition 
to the pottery 
discovered 

at the historical site of Esfandagheh, there 
are seals that, when compared to designs 
found in excavations in Syria and south-
eastern Turkey, suggest they originate 
from the same culture and demonstrate 
the craftsmanship of a skilled artisan. 
However, the production distance exceeds 
2,000 kilometers, highlighting the connec-
tions established between these regions.”
He described Jiroft and southern Kerman 
as among the oldest, richest, and few re-
maining sites of urban civilization from 
the beginning of the third millennium 
BCE, emphasizing the intensified connec-
tions in this region — especially with the 
West, Mesopotamia, modern southern 
Iraq, and the Indus River in present-day 
Pakistan. Soleymani noted that cultur-
al exchange has persisted throughout 
all historical periods, reaching its peak 
during the Safavid era. 
“Interestingly, during the Safavid period, 
Kerman experienced a flourishing time in 
cultural exchanges due to the influence of a 
powerful figure named Ganjali Khan.”
He also highlighted the numerous histor-
ical caravanserais in Kerman Province, 
stating, “A strong communication network 
has been established thanks to the exis-
tence of caravanserais, which are still 
in use today. We 

can find them along the roads to Khorasan, 
Yazd, Rafsanjan, and Sirjan.” 
He added that as caravans move, the 
exchange of ideas and culture occurs 
alongside them. Even today, we observe 
that information enters regions through 
individuals known as ‘pileh var’ (small-scale 
traders).
The historical sites of Jiroft have contained 
valuable artifacts throughout the third mil-
lennium BCE and are considered some of 
the richest historical sites in the world. 
The discovery of a written tablet in Jiroft 
shifted scholarly attention from Mesopo-
tamian civilization to Jiroft itself, as a large 
ziggurat over five thousand years old was 
also discovered in this region, fundamen-
tally transforming the history of the Mid-
dle East.
Among the remnants of this great civiliza-
tion is Konar Sandal Hill, located 30 kilo-
meters from the city of Jiroft, known for its 
southern and northern Konar Sandal Hills. 
According to experts, these hills are a few 
kilometers apart and stand at heights of 13 
and 21 meters, respectively.
Finally, the Esfandagheh Plain, situated 80 
kilometers northwest of Jiroft, has recently 
yielded archaeological evidence confirm-
ing that settlement in this region dates 
back 8,180 years.

Archaeological excavations at 
the Kan Gonbad Cemetery in 
Ilam Province have revealed 
a history dating back to 2600 
BCE. Habibollah Mahmoudian, 
a faculty member at the Islam-
ic Azad University of Ilam, told 
ISNA that Kan Gonbad is locat-
ed southwest of the city of Ilam, 
along the secondary road from 
Mar Barreh village to Gol-Gol 
village near Malekshahi. This 
graveyard, situated in the north-
ern region of Nakhjir Mountain, 
was excavated in 1986 by a team 
from Iran’s Cultural Heritage Or-
ganization.
Mahmoudian noted that numer-
ous graves in this cemetery were 
uncovered in four distinct work-
shops. He emphasized that this 

ancient site was a significant lo-
cation for sedentary settlement 
during the pre-Elam and Elam 
periods. The area surrounding 
Kan Gonbad held considerable 
importance during the Bronze 
Age and the establishment of the 
Kassites, ISNA wrote.
The archaeologist highlighted that 
most artifacts discovered at the 
Kan Gonbad Cemetery are made 
of bronze, including daggers, ar-
rows, hooks, banners, bracelets, 
and metal rings. He also men-
tioned the presence of two types 
of pottery: plain and decorated. 
The plain pottery is predominant-
ly red, with some examples being 
black or dark-colored, indicating 
they are handmade. The ceramic 
artifacts include small bowls, jars, 
and handled vessels.
A report from the archaeological 

team describes a cylindrical bead 
made of a greenish stone, measur-
ing 22mm in height and 9mm in 
diameter, featuring an engraving 
of a bull with raised horns stand-
ing in front of a tree. Moreover, 
Mahmoudian noted that the dis-
covered necklaces consist of stone 
and shell beads, including both 
small and large agate stones. Only 
half of a stone bowl made of sed-
imentary fossil material has been 
found at this cemetery.
The name Ilam comes from 
Elam, the pre-historic civiliza-
tion that ruled the area in mod-
ern southwest Iran from 2700 
BCE to 539 BCE. Archaeological 
findings dates human settlement 
of the area to around 5000 BCE. 
Ashurbanipal, the then king of 
Assyria, invaded Elam in 639 
BCE and totally destroyed it.
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Today, advancements in technology and the emergence of new communication and media tools fa-
cilitate rapid exchanges and interactions between different civilizations and geographical regions. 

However, in past millennia and centuries, communication was often limited to local geographical boundaries.
In the realm of culture and its subfields, such as media, interactions and communications between nations and civilizations have 
existed since ancient times. Although these communications were slow and limited, discovered artifacts and motifs suggest that 
humans engaged in cultural exchanges even with distant places.
In fact, the cultural interactions between civilizations can be observed despite vast distances. For example, during the Neolithic 
period (9,000 to 6,000 years ago), traces of such exchanges are evident between the civilization of southern Kerman and its neighbors.
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