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Arms to Defend Humanity or Destroy It?
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A man drinks from a water source he found among the ruins of Gaza following Israeli bombardment.
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It has been centuries since the
dawn of scientific and techno-
logical growth in the world — a
moment that brought humanity
safety, comfort, and ease, reduc-
ing the burdens of life. Yet, at the
same time, it has cast a shadow of
worry. A shadow filled with words
like unrest, warfare, displacement,
and perhaps many others.

Since the beginning of scientific and
technological advancements, which
also brought the creation of wealth,
the alphabet of politics gradually
formed. An alphabet that perhaps
spelled out, “Comfort for me, wel-
fare for me, economy for me,” and
other forms of selfishness. The com-
bination of selfishness, wealth, and
technology slowly opened the path
toward expanding geographical
borders, where military weapons
became the tools of this expansion,
along with selfishness, greed, and
tyranny.

Somewhere along the political spec-
trum, each of us witnessed how a
mixture of money, power, modern
technology, and selfishness leads to
war, bloodshed, and displacement.
The cries of children were unheard
by politicians and, perhaps along-
side painful groans, were forever
silenced. This cry may have be-
longed to a child who would have
undoubtedly possessed a brilliant
mind, which with proper guidance,
could have one day solved some of
the most complex problems faced
by humanity on Earth.

But today, we are witnessing the
stockpiling of gunpowder in most
of the world’s powerful territories.
The reason for this accumulation
of gunpowder on Earth stems from
the lack of trust among humans.
The illusion — or perhaps fore-
sight — that if I (or my country) do
not possess something, my fellow
human (another country) might, and
they might attack me. Therefore,
everyone hoarded gunpowder and
weapons, with part of their minds
always occupied with develop-
ing better arms, until we arrived
at weapons of mass destruction
like the atomic bomb. Even if no
one attacked me (or my country), the
groundwork was laid for my (or my
successors’) adventurism, to be the
instigator. This instigation, if not
controlled, will lead to the annihi-
lation of every individual on this
planet — a peak catastrophe.

The destruction of humanity on Earth
should not result from fratricide, for
if we annihilate one another, where
then is the place for reason and intel-
lect? There are countless uncontrol-
lable ways for humanity’s extinction,
many of which mankind has some-
what controlled through science and
technology. Therefore, to prevent
killing one another, too, we must find
solutions. It is undeniable that, up
to this moment, mankind has been
the highest form of creation, distin-
guished by intellect, reason, and dis-
cernment from other living beings.
But where does humanity stand in
the midst of all this?

A world devoid of wrath and war is
something the inhabitants of Earth
will achieve through the implementa-
tion of human-centric equations. Hu-
manity and humanism are a blend of
kindness, beauty, honesty, and trust,
which make humans feel safe with
one another. One of the outcomes
of this is the spread of compassion
and kindness, with the highest form
being the nurturing love of a mother
for her child. In the present era, as
science and technology advance at an
extraordinary pace, if humans do not
feel secure and peaceful in each oth-
er’s presence and continue to enter-
tain thoughts of eliminating one an-
other, surely, in the near future, they
will strive to showcase their scientif-
ic prowess in the field of weaponry
and arms. This pursuit of superiority
might leave behind ashes of a kind
never before seen in any war.

Humanism a way out

In the midst of this, it is humanism
that can enhance compassion among
people and ensure peaceful coexis-
tence, always providing goodness
and tranquility for the creatures of
Earth in every sphere. Looking back,
we can see that in the equations of
pOlitiCS (with few exceptions in peaceful
times), we have constantly witnessed
unrest and war between humans.
This has brought consequences such
as the displacement and slaughter of
children and people, the violation of
geographical borders, the destruc-
tion of socio-economic infrastructure,
and many other issues. During such

times, we have seen the expansion of
arms industries, whereas, if we hadn’t
harbored such belligerent attitudes
toward one another, we could have
focused more on other fields, and
surely the daily problems of human-
ity would have been resolved more
swiftly. The production of weapons
and the growth of arms factories have
stemmed from a lack of trust among
humans.

orld at threshold of
ncontrollable fury

not the existence of ignorant indi-
viduals, but rather that everyone,
wherever they stand, believes they
are the wisest person and the savior
of humanity without having knowl-
edge, awareness, or years of study
under their belt. Over the past hun-
dred years, we have followed a path
called “politics,” and we have seen its
results: a mixture of very good virtues
and very bad vices, either concentrat-

° A relief worker from the World Central Kitchen (c-1) consoles a Gazan woman living inside a tent
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The greatest justification for the ex-
istence of weapons in politics is the
argument of self-defense, whether
for individuals or nations. From a
non-humanistic perspective, they
are also used for attacks, but with-
in the domain of humanism, there
is no place for them — not even for
defense. This is because, in the realm
of humanity, it is thoughtfulness, wis-
dom, and human altruism that hold
the highest value. In fact, in the equa-
tions of humanism, the Earth is a lim-
itless geography filled with bridges of
kindness, where all humans live to-
gether in one safe domain to achieve
comprehensive growth. Not only is
there no place for war and weapons,
but the universe itself becomes an
integrated and secure foundation for
the growth and flourishing of every
single human idea, and a space for the
peaceful coexistence of all.

In the world of politics, the issue is

ed or scattered.

Let’s change the path because con-
tinuing the previous one will only
lead to the same old results. Although
today’s politicians strive to eliminate
the negative outcomes of their deci-
sions, the structure of politics is such
that some results are often unex-
pected and unpredictable. However,
if we change course today, we will
undoubtedly see a different outcome.
Let’s replace the path of politics with
the path of humanism. On this path,
let us take a compassionate view to-
ward all human aspects and all in-
habitants of Earth, regardless of their
color, race, language, or religion.
“The only thing that can save a human
is another human” — but only if there
is a commitment to humanity. Per-
haps humanity may lose to politics,
but humanity does not lose to itself
because politics is about self-inter-
est, while humanity is about caring

for others. A humanistic perspective
is one that shows kindness toward
the basic needs of every person and
promotes the flourishing of humans
in every field. It ensures welfare, se-
curity, health, economy, and mental
peace for every individual, ultimately
aiming for a world without war and
bloodshed.

The correct path in this universe is to
stand beside humanity and human-
ism. One of the outcomes of war and
bloodshed between humans is that
when a war leads to the death of a
single person, it ultimately destroys
a thinking mind. If we consider every
human as possessing a thoughtful
mind and if humanism can protect
each person by keeping them safe
from war, violence, disease, and other
harms, it will in fact be safeguarding
a thinking mind. Therefore, we con-
clude that the loss of a single human
is equivalent to the loss of an oppor-
tunity to save humanity and human-
ism. It means losing someone who
could, perhaps, through a technolog-
ical or innovative idea, solve one of
humanity’s problems at any point in
time or in any field. Respecting every
thought and every mind, and protect-
ing them, increases the likelihood of
discovering new solutions to soci-
ety’s emerging problems, advancing
humanity at least one step forward.
Just as quantum physics opened a
new chapter in the world’s scientific
equations and changed the way hu-
mans view the universe, humanism
too will open a new chapter in man-
aging the world through peaceful hu-
man coexistence.

Implementing the equations of hu-
manism will prevent the extinction of
humanity and mankind. In the world
of politics, rulers of every nation will
build such advanced weapons that
they will eventually realize they must
never start a war.

Humanity is kindness and respect for
the power of another person’s mind
and striving to preserve that power.
Humanity teaches us that instead of
building walls along our country’s
borders and distancing ourselves from
one another, we should build bridges
across those borders, come closer to
each other, and be kind to one another.



