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Located in the ancient city of Perse-
polis in Marvdasht, Fars Province,
the Apadana Palace stands as a re-
markable testament to the grandeur
of the Achaemenid Empire. This ar-
chitectural masterpiece, dating back
to the 6th century BCE, offers a fasci-
nating journey through history and
unique insights into the artistic and
cultural achievements of ancient
Persia.

The term Apadana’ is derived from
Old Persian and refers to a type of
monumental audience hall or pal-
ace. Within the context of the Achae-
menid Empire, an Apadana served
as a grand reception hall where the
king could receive nobles, officials,
and foreign dignitaries. These struc-
tures were often adorned with elab-
orate artworks and architectural
features that symbolized the wealth
and power of the empire. The term is
closely associated with the opulence
and grandeur of ancient Persian ar-
chitecture and royal customs, desti-
nationiran.com wrote.

As you approach Apadana Palace,
the sheer scale and intricate design
immediately captivate visitors. The
grand staircase, adorned with de-
tailed reliefs depicting scenes from
ancient Persian life and mythology,
leads to the imposing entrance. The
colossal gate and impressive facade
create a monumental and awe-in-
spiring sight.

The grand staircase is particularly
notable for its intricate reliefs, show-
casing tribute-bearing represen-
tatives from various nations of the
Achaemenid Empire. These artworks
highlight the empire’s diversity and
dominance, celebrating the different
cultures and peoples within the Ach-
aemenid realm. The staircase itself
is a marvel of engineering, designed
to accommodate large processions
and ceremonies.

Inside, the palace continues to
amaze. The grand hall, with its tow-
ering columns and elaborately dec-
orated capitals, exudes regal splen-
dor. The walls feature mesmerizing
carvings and bas-reliefs that nar-
rate stories of conquests, royal cer-
emonies, and the diverse peoples of
the Achaemenid Empire. Every inch
of the palace showcases the artistic
and architectural prowess of its cre-
ators.

The grand hall, known as the Apad-
ana Hall, was used for official au-
diences and ceremonies, accom-
modating thousands of people and
reflecting the power and wealth
of the Achaemenid kings. Each of
the24-meter-tall columns is topped
with capitals depicting twin-headed
bulls, lions, or eagles—symbols of
strength and protection. These capi-
tals are masterpieces of Achaemenid
art, combining elements of Persian,
Median, and Mesopotamian styles.
The walls of the grand hall are
adorned with bas-reliefs depicting
various scenes from the empire’s
life, including royal processions, bat-
tles, and religious rituals. One of the
most famous reliefs illustrates Dar-
ius the Great seated on his throne,
receiving tribute from representa-
tives of subject nations — a powerful
symbol of the unity and diversity of
the Achaemenid Empire.
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Architectural features
The Apadana Palace is a large
hypostyle hall, meaning its
roof is supported by columns.
Originally consisting of 72 col-
umns, only 13 still stand to-
day, offering a glimpse into the
palace’s former glory. These
columns are topped with elab-
orately carved capitals depict-
ing twin-headed bulls, lions,
or eagles, each a symbol of
strength and protection.

The palace walls, construct-
ed of clay with a brick fagade,
feature inner walls covered
in glazed brick reliefs that
showcase soldiers, mythical
creatures, and floral motifs.
The monumental stairways on
the north and east sides are
adorned with beautifully exe-
cuted reliefs depicting scenes
from the New Year’s festival
and processions of represen-
tatives from23 subject nations
of the Achaemenid Empire.
The architectural design of
the Apadana Palace reflects
the Achaemenid emphasis on
grandeur and symmetry. The
layout is based on a grid pat-
tern, with the grand hall at the
center and smaller rooms and
courtyards arranged around it.
This design facilitated efficient
movement during ceremonies
and allowed for effective con-
trol of the space.

Historical significance

Beyond its architectural beauty,
Apadana Palace serves as a liv-
ing history book, with intricate
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carvings and inscriptions offer-
ing invaluable insights into the
customs, traditions, and beliefs
of ancient Persia. Visitors can
explore the religious practices,
governance, and daily life of the
Achaemenid Empire, gaining a
deeper understanding of this
rich and culturally diverse civ-
ilization.

The inscriptions found at the
Apadana Palace provide a
wealth of information about
the Achaemenid Empire. Writ-
ten in Old Persian, Elamite, and
Babylonian, these inscriptions
record the achievements of the
kings, the extent of their empire,
and their beliefs. One notable in-
scription lists the territories un-
der Darius the Great’s control.
The reliefs and inscriptions
also illuminate the adminis-
trative structure of the Ach-
aemenid Empire, depicting
the various officials and dig-
nitaries who served the king,
as well as the diverse ethnic
groups that made up the em-
pire. This diversity is a testa-
ment to the Achaemenid poli-
cy of tolerance and inclusion,
which enabled them to govern
a vast and multicultural realm.

Archaeological
expeditions

The history of archaeologi-
cal expeditions at Apadana
Palace is as fascinating as the
site itself. The first significant
excavation was conducted by
German archaeologist Ernst
Herzfeld between 1931 and

1934. Herzfeld’s work was in-
strumental in uncovering the
layout and intricate details of
the palace, assisted by Frie-
drich Krefter and later Erich
Schmidt, who meticulously
documented their findings.
During these early excavations,
Herzfeld and his team discov-
ered numerous artifacts, in-
cluding fragments of the pal-
ace’s decorative elements and
inscriptions. These findings
provided crucial insights into
the construction techniques
and artistic styles of the Ach-
aemenid period.

In the 1970s, Iranian archaeol-
ogists conducted further exca-
vations focused on preserving
and restoring the site, stabi-
lizing the remaining columns
and protecting the intricate
reliefs from erosion. Their ef-
forts have been essential in
ensuring that Apadana Palace
remains a valuable resource
for understanding the Achae-
menid Empire.

One of the most significant dis-
coveries from these excavations
was the uncovering of founda-
tion tablets belonging to Dari-
us the Great. Made of gold and
silver, these tablets were buried
at the corners of the palace and
inscribed with texts dedicating
the building to the god Ahura
Mazda. Their discovery con-
firmed the significance of the
palace and provided valuable
information about the con-
struction techniques used by
the Achaemenids.
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Nature’s gift at Dimeh Spring

eligasht. com

Dimeh Spring is a significant source feed-
ing the Zayanderud River, located near Di-
meh village in the Kuhrang region of Cha-
harmahal and Bakhtiari Province. To reach
this natural wonder, visitors must travel
approximately ten kilometers from the
town of Chelgerd. Notably, Dimeh Spring
is situated about 120 kilometers from
the center of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
Province.

This valuable spring is registered on Iran’s
National Heritage List. The water from Di-
meh Spring is rich in minerals and salts,
making it beneficial for health; it is known
to strengthen teeth and aid in the treat-

ment of kidney stones. The mineral water
is bottled and distributed to cities across
Iran and even some international markets.
Dimeh Spring is also located near the pic-
turesque Lalehaye Vajgoon (Overturned Tulips)
Plain.

During the spring, visitors can not only
enjoy the mineral water but also take in
the breathtaking landscapes. As tourism
in the area has increased, several facili-
ties have been established, including re-
strooms, well-maintained roads, gazebos,
and resting areas. Spending time in the
shade of trees amidst Dimeh’s natural
environment can be a memorable expe-

rience for travelers. Additionally, visitors
can savor local delicacies such as kabab
Bakhtiari and kardi aash, along with
mountain herbs and dairy products as
popular souvenirs.

It's worth noting that the Kuhrang and
the lands surrounding Dimeh are home
to nomadic tribes, offering a glimpse into
their traditional lifestyles. The region is
also rich in wildlife, with species such as
wolves, foxes, jackals, hyenas, and various
birds, including partridges. The vegetation
in Dimeh includes oaks, Montpellier ma-
ples, and other desert plants, adding to the
area’s natural beauty.



