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Sarv-e Abarkuh
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According to various historical
sources, during the Abbasid
and Buyid dynasties, Abarkuh
experienced prosperity and
population growth, largely
due to its strategic location
along key caravan routes con-
necting major cities. The town
was fortified with strong walls
and a citadel, attracting local
rulers from numerous region-
al dynasties.

Abarkuh continued to thrive
under the Seljuks and retained
its economic importance
during the Ilkhanid period. In
the 17th century, the Safavid
dynasty took special interest in
Abarkuh, Biabanak, Yazd, and
other towns in central Iran.
However, significant damage

Abarkuh in Yazd Province

Situated at an altitude of 1,510
meters above sea level, Abarkuh
is an ancient desert town located
in the central province of Yazd.
Geographically nestled between
the major cities of Yazd, Shiraz,
and Isfahan, Abarkuh has histor-
ically been part of Kerman and,
at one time, Fars Province.

The town displays architectural
characteristics typical of desert
settlements, with closely built
houses featuring vaulted roofs
constructed primarily of sun-
dried bricks. Given the area’s
scarcity of trees and the pres-
ence of abundant underground
water sources, this choice of ma-

terial was practical. The town
benefits from a kariz system,
an underground aqueduct sys-
tem that provides ample green
patches of cultivated land and
gardens.

While many travelers passing
through Iran may not linger in
Abarkuh, its limited accommo-
dations and tourist facilities
often prevent it from being a
preferred stopping point. Never-
theless, a quick stop here is high-
Iy recommended to experience
daily life and glimpse the histor-
ical monuments that continue
to attract visitors from Iran and

beyond.
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occurred during the Afghan
invasion in the late 18th cen-
tury. As the Qajar dynasty rose
to power and conflicts inten-
sified with the last Zand ruler,
Abarkuh became a focal point
for military activity, resulting
in chaotic conditions during
the late Qajar period.

Today, Abarkuh’s infrastruc-
ture remains underdeveloped,
and its facilities have not ex-
panded to meet contemporary
needs, leading to a decline in
its former prominence. De-
spite this, visitors are encour-
aged to observe daily life in
the town and appreciate its
surviving monuments, which
continue to attract travelers
from within Iran and beyond.

Key Attractions
Gonbad-e Ali: This tomb
tower, dating back to the 11th
century and the Dailamite pe-
riod, is the oldest structure in
Abarkuh. Perched on a hill on
the outsKkirts, it is one of the
earliest tomb towers in Iran.
Jaame Mosque: Built in
the 14th century under the
I[Ikhanid dynasty, parts of this
mosque suggest earlier con-
struction during the Seljuk
period. The mosque has un-
dergone extensive restoration
and is adorned with mud and
straw on its exterior.
Aghazadeh House: This ex-
quisitely preserved Qajar-era
home, about 200 years old,
is located in Abarkuh. After
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meticulous renovations, it
now welcomes both Iranian
and international guests. Its
colorful glass windows, intri-
cate molding, and tall arches
exemplify traditional Persian
architecture.

Ancient Cypress Tree: Known
as Sarv-e Abarkuh, this re-
markable tree is the third old-
est in the world and symboliz-
es life and beauty. Estimated to
be around 4,500 years old, it
stands approximately 28 me-
ters tall and 11.5 meters wide
at the trunk. Protected by the
municipality, it remains a sig-
nificant attraction alongside
the Aghazadeh House and its
esteemed wind catchers.
Hajikhan Castle: Located
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36 kilometers from Abarkuh,
this castle, among several
others, dates back to various
periods, including the Sas-
sanid, Zand, Afsharid, and
Qajar eras.

Robat Castle: The castle,
dating back to the Safavid
period, is situated on the
western edge of Abarkuh and
was once a residential build-
ing. Its design features cross,
square, and ellipse-shaped
motifs.

Qal’eh Noe: The residential
castle, near Abarkuh, was con-
structed for protection against
intrusions and theft. A defen-
sive wall surrounds the castle,
designating it as Qal’eh Noe

(meaning New Castle).

Explore ancient structures, modern tourism opportunities of Malayer

( Iranica Desk )

The city of Malayer, akin to other
cities in the province, has been
significantly overlooked in terms
of tourism development. In con-
trast, provinces such as Fars and
Isfahan have made remarkable
strides in advancing their tour-
ism sectors, yet Hamedan Prov-
ince’s tourism has not achieved
its potential, said Ahmad Aryaie
Nejad, the representative of Ma-
layer in Parliament.

He added that new archaeolog-
ical investigations should be

conducted in the ancient hand-
carved structure of Malayer,
chtn.ir wrote.

The underground structure
known as Samen, located just
15 kilometers from Malayer,
emerged from the earth in 2005
and serves as a testament to the
grandeur and ancient legacy of
Hamedan Province.

Experts suggest that this pris-
tine and untouched site, which
has undergone six phases of ex-
cavation, possesses the capacity
to attract a substantial number
of both Iranian and internation-
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al tourists, thereby boosting the
region’s economy.

The structure, which spans an
area of three to five hectares, is
constructed from granite stone
and lies beneath the city’s path-
ways, homes, and administra-
tive buildings.

Aryaie Nejad highlighted that
Nushijan Hill, one of the old-
est mudbrick structures in the
world, as well as a unique park
known as Mini World, both of
which stand out as notable at-
tractions in Malayer.

Nushijan Hill, an ancient fire
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temple and fortress located 15
kilometers northwest of Malay-
er, has revealed three significant
levels during archaeological ex-
cavations: the first associated
with the Medes, the second with
the Achaemenids, and the third
with the Sassanids.

Mini World Park, situated in
the northern part of the city, is
a remarkable destination. This
expansive 48-hectare minia-
ture park is not only the first
thematic park in Malayer but
also the very first miniature
tourism complex in the Middle

East and the fourth of its kind
in the world. It offers visitors a
unique opportunity to witness
138 historical, national, and
global monuments represented
on a reduced scale.

Additionally, he noted that the
hand-woven Azandarian car-
pet represents one of the city’s
renowned handicrafts. These
carpets are characterized by
their high quality, thickness, and
intricate designs crafted from
natural wool fibers, with vibrant
colors that enhance home decor
and provide a pleasant, calming
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atmosphere.

The MP emphasized that Malay-
er holds considerable potential
for health tourism and stressed
the necessity of adopting a new
perspective to foster prosperity
in the area. Unlike investments
in industrial sectors, which often
lead to environmental pollution,
tourism presents an opportunity
that sidesteps such issues.

In conclusion, he reiterated that
for tourism development in
Malayer to flourish, it requires
adequate funding and financial
resources.
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