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Doubt it? Look what has happened in 
just the past few years. Immigration 
has increased since the Covid pandem-
ic hit the US in 2020 while unemploy-
ment rates have been near historic 
lows. That increase in immigration 
led the Congressional Budget Office to 
predict an increase of $8.9 trillion in 
GDP and a decrease of $900 billion in 
the deficit over the next 10 years as im-
migration contributes not only to eco-
nomic growth but also to tax revenues.

There are significant challenges in the 
US economy, to be sure. We have seen 
decades of economic polarization and 
stagnating wages for most workers. But 
some politicians like Trump have tried 
to blame immigrants for our economic 
policy failures. We shouldn’t fall for it.
Immigrants are a vital part of our econ-
omy, making up nearly 19% of the la-
bor force in this country, and 21% of 
business owners. The jobs immigrants 
hold are vital to our economic future, 

especially as the population ages. 
Without them, our economy would suf-
fer and tens of thousands of US-born 
workers would lose their jobs. And, as 
The Guardian reports, ​“the loss of mi-
grant workers would trigger productiv-
ity losses and a new round of inflation-
ary pricing pressure.”
The majority of immigrants — like the 
majority of US-born workers — are 
in middle-wage jobs (earning $35,000 to 
$104,00) or in upper-wage jobs earn-
ing more than that. Immigrants are 
about as likely as US-born workers to 
be truck drivers, registered nurses, 
and retail supervisors. It’s also true 
that certain sectors of our economy 
rely more heavily on immigrants. For 
example, immigrants are more likely 
than US-born workers to be janitors, 
construction laborers, and maids.
The economic inclusion of immi-
grants — who typically come to 
the United States in prime working 
age — helps balance the number of 
people who are retiring, which stabi-
lizes programs like Social Security. And 
retirement with dignity will require 
at least as many home health aides, 
nurses, and doctors (many of whom are 
immigrants) as we have today, and likely 
many more. These are all areas where 
immigrants play a significant role.

The way to improve wages for all work-
ers is to invest in our infrastructure, 
manufacturing, and care economy, set 
strong labor standards, and have im-
migration policies that ensure working 
people have full rights on the job and 
can exercise them without fear of re-
taliation. We need to invest in policies 
that will support wage gains, not look 
for scapegoats to blame when we don’t 
focus on the real problem.
We have seen some positive de-
velopments  over  the past  few 
years — thanks to smart economic 
policies and investments — and during 
a period when immigration, coinci-
dentally, was high. Between 2019 and 
2023, many workers have experienced 
some of the biggest gains they’ve had 
in decades. The lowest-wage workers 
saw a 13% gain in hourly wages af-
ter adjustment for inflation — that’s a 
34% increase without inflation adjust-
ment — over that same period. That’s 

a fact that should be making headlines 
week after week. Wage growth has 
been particularly strong for Black men, 
young workers, and working mothers.
It is, in other words, very possible to 
improve wages and working conditions 
in the United States without shooting 
our economy in the foot by turning 
against immigrants.
Many immigrants come to the United 
States to pursue opportunities and 
freedom. They also expand America’s 
culture: Bringing food, music, customs, 
and ideas from different parts of the 
world. They add strands to the rich and 
diverse fabric of this country.
But the economic story is an important 
one. And, while politicians might try to 
blur the picture, for economists it is 
crystal clear: immigration expands the 
American economy.

The article first appeared on In These 
Times.

In a new survey, Data for Progress 
tested how voters feel about a 
range of example immigrant cases 
that could be impacted by Trump’s 
mass deportation plan. Voters 
were provided with nine examples 
of immigrants and asked for their 
opinions on whether or not those 
immigrants should be deported. Of 
the nine examples tested, a major-
ity of voters support deportations 
for only two: a person who recent-
ly crossed the border illegally (70%) 
and a person who crossed the bor-
der illegally and has a criminal re-
cord for a nonviolent offense (67%).
However, for the seven other exam-
ples tested, most voters think im-
migrants should not be deported. 

Only 31% of voters think a person 
with a doctoral degree from a US 
university who overstayed their 
visa should be deported. Addition-
ally, less than 1 in 4 voters think 
the following people should be 
deported: an undocumented com-
munity volunteer who has lived 
in the US for 10 years and has no 
criminal record (24%), an undocu-
mented person who has lived in 
the US for 15 years and has US-
born children (24%), and an undoc-
umented person who has lived in 
the US for more than 10 years and 
owns a small business employing 
American workers (24%).
Even smaller percentages of voters 
think a person residing in the US 

under Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS) from an ongoing conflict (21%), 
a person who has been awaiting a 
decision on their asylum applica-
tion for three years (20%), and a 
person brought to the US without 
legal status as a child 20 years ago 
(19%) should be deported.
Broadly, these findings indicate 
that voters do not support mass 
deportation. They are aligned in 
supporting deportations of crim-
inals and new arrivals — but do 
not think that immigrants with 
other cases, including those who 
have US-born children, own a small 
business, are covered by TPS, or 
are seeking asylum should be de-
ported.
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Mass deportation 'very unpopular': Survey
DATA FOR PROGRESS – Immigration is among the top issues for voters in this election, and previous Data for 
Progress polling has found that former President Donald Trump has a trust advantage on the issue. Trump 
has pledged to carry out “the largest deportation operation in American history,” and surveys from the Pew 
Research Center and Ipsos have found that a majority of voters support “mass deportation”. However, as 
Vox suggests, these poll questions could be misleading, as voters may have different interpretations of what 
“mass deportation” means and what types of undocumented immigrants would actually be affected. 

A person holds a sign that reads “Mass Deportation Now” on the third day of the Republican National Convention at 
the Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on July 17, 2024.
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People rally in solidarity with immigrant workers who were targeted by president Donald Trump’s 
immigration policies in 2017.
  GETTY IMAGES

Field workers pick strawberries in Oxnard, California, on April 16, 2013.
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Former president Donald Trump is promising to deport millions of immigrants if he 
wins back the White House, and estimates put the cost of implementing such a move 
in the hundreds of billions. Trump’s mass deportation plan would also tear apart 
communities, put people into camps, and break up families.
But what about the cost to all of our economic futures?
While the US immigration system is far from optimal and urgently needs reforms, 

here are two facts that are not controversial among economists: 1) Immigration expands the US economy, and 2) the 
economy grows without hurting the wages of US-born workers.

ly administer business loans and regu-
late our food supply, yet we allegedly 
believe that it can deport millions of un-
registered aliens,” Vance wrote in 2012. 
“The notion fails to pass the laugh test.”
Today, Vance supports Trump’s pledge 
of mass deportation, telling the New 
York Times in an interview that mean-
ingful border enforcement requires 
both a physical deterrent and a willing-
ness to deport people.
“I think it’s certainly reasonable to de-
port around a million people per year,” 
he told the Times.
To see how Trump’s plan today con-
nects to that of the Eisenhower admin-
istration, 60 Minutes correspondent 
Cecilia Vega spoke with Tom Homan, 
the acting director of US Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) during 
the first year and a half of the Trump 

administration. Homan led ICE when 
thousands of migrant children were 
separated from their parents at the bor-
der, and Trump has counted Homan, a 
Fox News contributor, among those 
who will join him if he wins a second 
term.
Vega noted to Homan that Trump often 
invokes Eisenhower’s name, referenc-
ing a deportation program in which civ-
il rights were violated, migrants were 
deported in dangerous conditions, and 
some people died. Vega suggested this 
history might give people pause.
“That doesn’t mean people are going to 
die,” Homan said. “That doesn’t mean 
civil rights are going to be violated. 
President Trump doesn’t mean that.”
Although he said he did not know what 
the Eisenhower administration’s plan 
entailed, Homan said Trump’s plan 

would not follow it in all aspects.
“He could say he’s got the Eisenhower 
plan because the Eisenhower plan was 
a massive deportation, but it doesn’t 
mean all the negative things that hap-
pened are going to happen under his 
leadership,” Homan said.
But mass deporting undocumented mi-
grants would be much more complicat-
ed now than it was in the 1950s.
“They’re not Mexican workers,” Ngai 
said. “The large numbers of people 
who are crossing the border are asylum 
seekers. They’re people who are fleeing 
civil war, civil strife, gang violence.”
Today’s migrants live in cities through-
out the country, not just near the border, 
and many have been in the country for 
years, often establishing families and 
work histories. A study by the American 
Immigration Council found that mass 

deportation could result in the removal 
of millions of construction, hospitality, 
and agriculture workers, which would 
reduce the GDP by $1.7 trillion.
To see how ICE conducts targeted ap-
prehensions today, 60 Minutes embed-
ded with a group of ICE agents in Silver 
Springs, Maryland. There, the agents 
were locating and arresting undocu-
mented immigrants identified by ICE as 
a threat to public safety, including those 
with criminal histories such as assault, 
robbery, drug, and gun convictions.
60 Minutes watched as it took a team of 
more than a dozen officers seven hours 
to arrest six people, not including the 
many hours spent searching for them.
Matt Elliston, the director of ICE’s Bal-
timore field office, said that deporting 
a mass number of undocumented mi-
grants — such as the one million num-

ber Vance suggested — would be logis-
tically infeasible.
“I could say here in Maryland, we would 
never be able to resource or find that 
amount of detention, which would be 
our biggest challenge,” Elliston said. 
“And just the amount of money that 
that would cost in order to detain ev-
erybody, it’d be, you know, at the De-
partment of Defense level of financing.”
No matter how many people an admin-
istration were to deport, historian Ngai 
said, history suggests mass deportation 
is no panacea.
“You can try to have a big show, but ul-
timately you don’t solve the problem,” 
Ngai said. “You hurt some people, and 
then people don’t look anymore, and 
the problem doesn’t go away.”

The article first appeared on CBS News.


