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Iran’s  
seven-month 
foreign trade 
nears $100b: 
IRICA

Decision-makers won’t be 
held hostage by warmongers

AFC Champions League Elite:

Persepolis, 
Garrido desperate  
to end drought in 
Dubai

Iranian 
publishers attend 
41st Int’l Istanbul 
Book Fair 

Israeli intelligence swaying 
ICC’s judges in Tel Aviv’s favor

Following Israel’s aerial at-
tacks on several military tar-
gets in Iran in retaliation for 
Tehran’s missile strike, it ap-
pears that the stage is set for 
warmongers to take center 

stage. These are the same individuals who regularly voice their opinions on behalf of the authorities, speaking of a defi-
nite Iranian response and even going into details. This group of experts, comprising mid-ranking officials like 
lawmakers, military personnel, or ordinary individuals active 
on social media, make statements that suggest they have a 
say in making such crucial decisions and represent the Is-
lamic Republic’s decision-making body. Meanwhile, some foreign media outlets are fanning the flames 
by publishing reports of an imminent Iranian response, seem-ingly goading Iranian officials into launching a 
military attack. They are no less enthusiastic 
than some domestic voices in welcoming the escalation of ten-
sions between Iran and the Israeli regime.

Despite more than five months 
having passed, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) has 
made no progress in investi-
gating the organized and on-
going genocide by the occu-
pying Israel in Palestine. On May 20, 2024, the ICC Prosecutor’s Office demanded arrest 

warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and minister 
of military affairs Yoav Gallant. However, Israel and its sup-
porter countries, including the United States, Canada, Germa-
ny, and the United Kingdom, have resisted these warrants at 
every level. The US has openly criticized the ICC’s request for 
arrest warrants against Netanyahu and Gallant, with Presi-
dent Joe Biden labeling the warrants as provocative. Biden reaffirmed that the US does not recognize the ICC’s jurisdic-
tion over Israel and considers the warrants 
detrimental to peace efforts in the region. 
This biased perspective has kept some Western nations from 
recognizing Israeli crimes. 
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IRGC Chief: 

US Root Cause of 
All Political, Military 
Tensions Worldwide 

“We warn the enemy number 1 of the Iranian 
nation and the rabid dog of that terrorist and 
criminal regime that the Islamic resistance in 
the region will give a tooth-breaking response 
to the wickedness front.” 7

Qalibaf sends condolences 
to Spain over deadly floods
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Top Commander of the Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) Major General Salami 
addresses a rally in Tehran on November 
3, 2024 to mark the National Day of the 
Fight against Global Arrogance. 
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I ra n’ s  f o r e i g n  t ra d e 
reached approximately $100 billion in the first 
seven months of the cur-
rent Iranian year (March 

20-October 21, 2024), accord-
ing to the head of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
Customs Administration 
(IRICA).
Mohammad Rezvanifar 
said on Sunday that out 
of the total $99.7 billion 
in foreign trade during 
the period, $60.2 billion 
was the value of exports, 
including oil, technical 
services, and engineer-ing, while the figure for 
imports (including gold ingots) 
stood at $39.5 billion, 
IRNA reported.
He further noted that 
non-oil exports during the 
seven months to October 
21 amounted to $32.5 bil-
lion, representing a 15% 
increase compared to the 
same period last year. The 
exports of crude oil and 
condensate also amounted 
to $27 billion as exports of 
technical and engineering 
services reached $700 mil-

lion. 
The IRICA head put the 
value of imports to the 
country, excluding gold, 
at $36.1 billion, while $3.4 
billion worth of standard 
gold ingot were imported 
in the period.
The total weight of im-
ports to Iran, excluding 
gold ingots, increased by 
2.7% to 21.7 million tons 
during the seven months, 
he noted.
During March 20-October 
21, Iran’s trade (excluding 

crude oil, condensate, and tech-

no-engineering services) regis-tered a deficit of $7 billion, 
as with the oil and tech-
no-engineering services 
adding up to foreign trade 
led to $20.7 billion of trade 
surplus, Rezvanifar stated.
“The total weight of non-
oil exports for the period 
was 88.7 million tons, a 
11.48% increase over the 
same period last year,” he 
stressed.The official added that 
37.9 million tons of pet-
rochemical products val-
ued at $15.2 billion were exported during the first 
seven months of the cur-

rent year, representing a 
23% growth in weight and 
24% increase in value.
The top export destina-tions for Iran in the first 
seven months of the cur-
rent year were China with 
$8.6 billion, Iraq with $7.3 
billion, the United Arab 

Emirates with $4.2 billion, 
Turkey with $3.3 billion, 
Afghanistan with $1.3 bil-
lion, Pakistan with $1.2 
billion, and India with $1.1 
billion, he added.
Rezvanifar noted that 
these seven countries ac-
counted for 82% of the to-

tal weight and 83% of the 
value of Iran’s exports in 
the said period.
The UAE ($12 billion), China 
($10.2 billion), Turkey ($6.6 bil-

lion), Germany ($1.4 billion), 
Russia ($1 billion), India ($900 

million), and Hong Kong 
($700 million) were the main 

exporters to Iran during 
the seven months, the cus-
toms chief added.
Rezvanifar further not-
ed that 77% of the total 
weight and 83% of the val-
ue of Iran’s imports during 
the period came from the 
mentioned countries.

Domestic 
laser 
achievements 
displayed 
at Tehran 
exhibition
Iranian Vice President 
and Head of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of 
Iran (AEOI), Mohammad 
Eslami inaugurated the 
5th Iran Laser, Photonics, 
and Quantum Specialized 
Exhibition in Tehran on 
Sunday.
The four-day event show-
cases the latest technol-
ogy for 35 participating companies in the field 
of applied laser science, 
IRNA reported.
“Today, lasers play a cru-
cial role in cost reduction 
and quality improvement across various fields, en-
hancing standards. Once 
considered a luxury, la-
sers now support diverse 
applications, including 
human safety and envi-
ronmental protection,” 
the AEOI head said in his 
inaugural speech.
Eslami emphasized the 
importance of committed 
participation in the fron-
tiers of technology for na-
tional progress. “For ad-
vancement, we must move 
powerfully at the edge of 
knowledge,” he added.He reaffirmed the strong 
and capable presence of 
the atomic energy organi-
zation in all areas and the significance of the collab-
oration between research 
and technology-based 
sectors.

IMF forecasts 
economic 
growth, 
inflation 
drop for Iran

The International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) reassessed 
Iran’s economic outlook, 
improving its forecasts for both inflation and eco-
nomic growth compared 
to previous reports.
In its latest report, the IMF said that inflation 
in Iran will decrease to 
31.7% this year, dropping 
5.8 percentage points 
from earlier estimates 
made in April, IRNA re-
ported.
It also projected Iran’s 
economic growth to reach 
3.7% this year, up from a 
previous estimate of 3.3%.Despite fluctuations in 
oil production, the IMF 
expects economic growth 
in Iran to continue, driven 
by the expansion of the 
services and industrial 
sectors.
Furthermore, the IMF predicts that inflation in 
Iran will drop to 29.5% 
next year, suggesting that 
the government’s current goal of reducing inflation 
to below 30% may be 
achievable.
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90% of Iran’s power 
generation demand met via 
natural gas: Expert

Iran relies on natural gas 
for a bulk of its electricity 
generation demand, ac-cording to figures provided 
by a senior energy expert who believes low-efficien-
cy rates in Iranian power 
plants are causing a con-
siderable amount of waste 
in the sector.
Hashem O’raei said that 
the share of gas in power 
generation in Iran had in-
creased from 35% in 1985 
to 86% in 2022.
That comes as the global 
power plant demand for 
natural gas had risen from 
14% to 23% over the same 
period, O’raei stated, ac-
cording to remarks covered 
by the IRIB News.
The analyst noted that Ira-
nian power plants consume 
some 79 billion cubic me-
ters (bcm) of natural gas per 
year, nearly a third of the 
country’s total annual gas 
production.
He went on to say that Iran 
also supplies considerable 
volumes of gasoil to its 
power plants in cold winter 
months when household 
demand for natural gas 
peaks to record highs.
O’raei said, however, that 
Iran should consider a 

change in its arrangements 
for energy supply to the 
country’s electricity sector, adding that low-efficiency 
power plants in the country 
account for a large wastage 
of natural gas and gas oil 
resources.He put the average efficien-
cy rate of thermal power 
plants in Iran at around 
38%, adding that some old 
electricity stations near the 
capital Tehran only convert 
20% of the energy they re-
ceive to electricity and the 
rest is wasted as heat.
“We have to carry out re-
forms in the electricity in-
dustry and we should pre-
pare our minds for these 
reforms,” said the expert, 
who is a lecturer at Teh-
ran’s Sharif University of 
Technology.
Iran is the third-largest gas 
producer in the world af-
ter Russia and the United 
States with a production 
capacity that exceeds 1 bcm 
per day.
The country is also the 
world’s third largest gas 
consumer after the US, 
Russia and China with a 
peak winter demand that is 
expected to reach 0.7 bcm 
per day this winter.

Iran produces 90% of rosewater 
in the world, said the head of 
Kashan Rosewater and Herbal 
Distillates Guild, adding that the 
product is used in various food, 
pharmaceutical and cosmetic in-
dustries, which can be the basis 
for fetching forex revenues for 
the country.
Raza Navabi told Iran Daily that 
Iran, being the world’s largest 
producer of rose and rosewa-
ter, can develop various brands 
from the product, thereby cre-ating economic benefits and 
wealth for the country.
He added that the rosewater, 
herbal distillates and essence 
industry of Iran aims to increase 
exports to different parts of the 
world to capture new markets. 
“If appropriate policies are im-
plemented to increase exports 
and marketing, it will generate significant revenue for the coun-
try.”
To earn more revenue from 
rosewater and rose, it is neces-
sary to produce various deriv-
atives of these products as well 
as using modern technologies to 
increase production along with 
improving products.
Head of Iranian Agriculture Min-
istry’s department for medicinal 
herbs Hossein Zeinali said on 
May 10 that Iran exported about 
519 tons of rose buds and petals 
worth $2.6 million during the 
past Iranian year (ended March 19), 
up 51% and 24% year-on-year 
in terms of weight and value, re-
spectively.
Meanwhile, Navabi stressed 
the need for equipping Iran’s 
plants and factories with mod-
ern technologies to meet global 
standards. He pointed out that, “Every year, a significant portion 
of this industry’s exports from 

Iran are in the form of rosewa-
ter, rose petals, and rose buds, 
while several times the value of 
the country’s exports of the said 
products are spent on importing floral and other plant essences. 
These essences, however, can 
be produced domestically and 
exported, thereby meeting do-
mestic needs as well as contrib-
uting to the economy.”
He pointed to the advantages of 
cultivating roses and production 
of rosewater in the country, stat-
ing that many areas of Iran are 
suitable to cultivate rose and 
produce rose products. Rose can 
be grown in a wide range of re-
gions, from cold to hot climates, 
and even in sloped or dry lands.
According to Navabi, many peo-
ple who live in areas where rose 
is cultivated are already relying 
on the cultivation and harvest-ing of the flower. The production 
of several derivatives has the 
potential to bring prosperity to 
the people living there.
He further explained that the 
harvesting season of [these kinds 

of ] flowers usually lasts from 
mid-May to early June, although 
the exact timing can vary de-
pending on factors such as tem-
peratures and weather patterns 
from year to year. In some years and regions, rose flowers may 

be harvested as early as late-
March, while in some others 
they may be harvested in sum-
mer months.
“Despite Kashan being the larg-
est producer of rose in Iran, the flower is also cultivated in other 
regions of the country, including 
the provinces of Kerman, Fars 
and Azarbaijan. However, a sig-nificant amount of the rose pro-
duced in the country is trans-
ported to Kashan for processing 
and packaging after harvesting,” 
he noted.
Rosewater production is carried 
out in both traditional small 
plants and modern factories in 
Kashan, Navabi said, explain-
ing that the traditional method, 
which is performed by the lo-
cals, has gained much attention 
which gathers a large number of 
both domestic and international 
tourists to the region during the 
rose harvesting season.
Approximately 1,500 plants 
producing rosewater and herb-
al distillates are in Kashan, he 
noted, adding that Kashan is 
also home to 40 factories and 
80 demo plants involved in the 
production of rosewater and 
herbal distillates. These produc-
tion units are located in Niasar, 
Qamsar, Barzak, and the central 
area of Kashan.

Iran produces 90% of rosewater 
across globe: Guild head

By Sadeq Dehqan & 
Reza Abesh Ahmadlou
Staff writers
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Purpose of construction
In the inscriptions associated with 
the shrine, the building is referred 
to as the qobbeh (dome). However, the 
origin of the name “Twelve Imams” 
remains uncertain. Many believe 
this designation became customary 
during the Safavid period. Some 
theories suggest that the Shrine of 
Davazdah Imams may honor one 
of the descendants of Imam Sadiq 
(PBUH), with anecdotal references to 
a burial in the Fahadan neighbor-
hood, although the precise location 
is presently unknown. Others con-
tend that this historical monument 
serves as a memorial for the twelve 
Imams of Jafari Shiism, construct-
ed in the architectural style typical 
of a tomb, despite the absence of a 
marked grave within.

Architectural features
The Davazdah Imams Shrine is a 
chahartaq (four-arch) structure fea-

turing entrances on three sides, all 
of which face the Qibla. Originally, 
its entrance doors were accessi-
ble from the north, east, and west; 
however, over time, the east and 
west entrances have been sealed, 
leaving only the north entrance 
open to visitors. Upon entering 
through this doorway, one is greet-
ed by a mihrab (altar) adorned with 
intricate tilework on the southern 
wall.
The shrine’s mihrab showcases 
elegant tile decorations in hues of 
azure, turquoise, green, yellow, and white. Despite being significantly 
damaged over time, its beauty has 
endured. This altar is believed to 
date back to the 9th and 10th cen-
turies CE, from the Alid dynasty, 
and, according to archaeological 
studies, it was originally part of an 
old mosque that was later integrat-
ed into the tomb complex. Further 
research is necessary to investigate 

the exquisite plasterwork attributed 
to the Ilkhanate period.
The mihrab is marked by a tomb-
stone made of jade-colored marble, 
which has unfortunately been sto-
len. In subsequent periods, a second 
tombstone attributed to Sheikh Fa-
hadan was placed within the mihr-
ab, but current records indicate no 
trace of it remains.
The Shine of the Davazdah Imams 
features a dome vault, structured 
in a square shape, measuring 11 
meters on each side. The interi-
or dimensions reach 8.25 meters, 
with a small latticed window on 
one of the walls providing both 
lighting and ventilation. The 
dome, notable for its simplistic 
beauty and lack of tile decoration, 
rests on an octagonal design that 
facilitates the transition from the 
round dome to the square base, 
a feat achieved through squinch 
construction technique.  This 

technique allows a quadrilateral 
structure to adapt into an octag-
onal base, before culminating in 
a dome. The architectural design 
includes three false arches on each 
side of the octagonal base.

Inscriptions
The shrine features a total of four 
distinct inscriptions located in var-
ious areas:
Main entrance inscription: A 
verse from the Holy Qur’an written in Kufic script.
East gate inscription: Another 
verse from the Holy Qur’an.
Colored tile inscription: Located 
inside the mausoleum on the east-
ern wall, listing the builders’ names in Kufic script.
Dome inscription: Positioned at the 
dome’s base, featuring Ayat al-Kur-
si with additional references to the 
architects and more verses from the 
Holy Qur’an.

Davazdah Imams Shrine; a symbol of 

faith and historical legacy in Yazd

Embrace the allure of  

Cheshmeh Belqais Garden
Cheshmeh Belqais Garden is lo-
cated near the city of Charam 
along the Charam-Gachsaran 
road, approximately 220 kilome-
ters southwest of Yasuj in Kohgi-
luyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Prov-
ince. The garden is situated in a 
plain known as Shahrak-e Qal‘eh 
Karreh Shahbazi.
Prior to 1941, Cheshmeh Belqais 
was primarily a woodland area 
covered with willow and Euro-
pean ash trees. The construction 
of this Iranian garden began in 
1944 with the planting of trees, 
paving, and the creation of pools 
and bridges. An irrigation system 
was also developed, utilizing wa-ter springs and river flows to en-
hance the garden’s organization.
This initial development was 
completed in 1957, and the gar-
den underwent renovations in 
2014, during which handmade 

waterfalls, glass bridges, tourist 
lounges, and gazebos were added 
to the complex.
Today, Cheshmeh Belqais Garden 
covers approximately 5.5 hect-
ares. A notable feature is a tower 
on the western side that stands 
50 meters tall and 7 meters wide, 
while large stones in the eastern 
part of the garden were used to 
construct a 20-meter waterfall.
At the heart of Cheshmeh Belqais 
Garden lies a pool with a radius 
of 4 meters and a depth of 1.5 
meters. This pool has two wa-
terways that integrate into the 
overall irrigation system. Wa-
ter from the springs circulates 
throughout the garden, with all 
the waterways leading to a larger channel that flows into the pool. 
The surplus water from the pool 
irrigates local wheat, grain, and 
rice farms in Charam, eventually 

flowing into the Nazmakan River, 
which feeds into the Kosar Dam.
The garden’s vegetation includes 
a diverse array of plants, such as 
walnuts, pears, apples, sour lem-
ons, figs, mulberries, and bitter 
oranges. Additionally, eucalyptus, 
cedar, oak, persimmon, orange, 
tangerine, grape, and palm trees 
enhance its beauty. A lighting 
system installed throughout the 
garden illuminates these trees, 
creating a stunning display at 
night.
Adjacent to Cheshmeh Belqais 
Garden is Omran Garden, which 
was constructed at the same 
time. A bit further away lies 
Berkena Garden. The area also 
features two historical castles: 
Tal-e Babuneh (locally known as Tal-e 

Babineh) and Ghal’eh Fashian, both 
of which are registered on the 
National Heritage List.

The Davazdah Imam Shrine (12-Imams Shrine) 
stands as the oldest surviving structure in the 
central city of Yazd, evidenced by both histor-
ical documents and its distinct architectural 
features. This remarkable building, dating 
back to the Seljuk period, showcases unique 
elements characteristic of the era, such as a 
dome vault, a mihrab (altar), and various in-
scriptions that draw significant attention 
from visitors and historians alike. In 1934, the 
Davazdah Imams Shrine was officially recog-
nized and added to the Iran National Heritage 
List, establishing it as one of the must-visit 
tourist attractions in Yazd.
Located in the Fahadan historical neighbor-
hood, the Shrine sits adjacent to the Faha-
dan Hosseinieh and close to the historical 
Alexander’s Prison (Ziaiyeh School). The roots of 
the Davazdah Imams Shrine trace back to the 
11th century CE, and the reign of the Kakuy-
ids. Notably, an inscription within the shrine 
identifies two benefactors of the structure: 
Abu Masoud and Abu Yaqub, who were gen-
erals under Amir Azod al-Din Alaa al-Dawlah 
Abu Jafar Kakuyeh.
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It’s notable that the government 
bureaucracy consumes only 
2,000 MW of electricity even at 
peak demand using all cooling 
systems, representing just 3% 
of the country’s total electricity 
demand. Even if the entire public sector, including offices, banks, 
hospitals, schools, and universi-
ties, were closed and street light-
ing completely cut off, it would 
only mitigate half of Iran’s sum-mer electricity deficit.
The electricity industry holds significant influence over oth-
er sectors, including industry, 
agriculture, and services. Rec-
ognized as a fundamental pillar 
of the economy, the electricity 
industry plays a pivotal role in 
driving economic growth and 
enhancing societal welfare. The 
advantages of electrical energy, 
marked by its cleanliness, us-
er-friendliness, and adaptabili-

ty to various forms, also under-
score its vital importance.
The major challenge facing the 
Ministry of Energy, however, is 
the electricity imbalance, which 
stands at approximately 15,000 
megawatts, according to the In-
dustries and Mines Commission 
of the Parliament.
With rapid population growth 
and increasing energy needs, Iran is facing significant chal-
lenges in ensuring sustainable 
energy supply.  At the same time, 
the environmental and econom-
ic constraints associated with 
fossil fuel and natural gas con-
sumption have made renewable 
energy a strategic priority, offer-
ing a sustainable solution for the 
country’s future energy needs.

According to statistics from the 
Ministry of Energy, Iran’s elec-
tricity consumption is distrib-
uted as follows: public and road 

lighting sector 10%, household 
sector 32%, industrial sector 
36%, agriculture 14.5%, and 
commercial sector 7.5%.

Taken stepsAccording to an official from the 
Renewable Energy and Energy Ef-ficiency of Electricity Organization 
of Iran (SATBA), the country aims 
to increase its renewable energy 
capacity to 30,000 megawatts by 2030. A significant portion of this 
capacity is currently in the project 
control phase. In fact, contracts 
have already been signed for over 
13,000 megawatts of renewable 
power plants, and they are at vari-
ous stages of development.
To achieve this goal, the orga-
nization has developed plans 
and introduced attractive policy 
models to attract domestic and 
foreign investors.
Key initiatives include:

* Establishing a green energy ex-
change for the sale of renewable power plants, a first in West Asia
* Incentive programs for indus-
tries to supply part of their elec-
tricity consumption through re-
newable sources
* Guaranteed purchase of renew-
able electricity from private pow-
er plants at incentivized prices
* Construction of 550,000 5-kilo-
watt rooftop solar systems

Masoud Rezaei, Director General 
of Strategic Planning and Inter-
national Affairs at the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Organization noted that renew-
able energy can play a key role in 
addressing Iran’s environmental 
and economic challenges, reduc-
ing dependence on fossil fuels, 
and making Iran a leading produc-
er of clean energy in the region.

Advantages of renewables 
The production of electricity 
from renewable sources, such as 
solar and wind power, offers nu-merous benefits. For one, it can significantly reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, enabling Iran to 
meet its international commit-
ments on climate change. Addi-
tionally, renewable energy can 
contribute to diversifying the 
country’s energy supply, there-
by reducing the risks associated with fluctuations in oil and gas prices. Furthermore, increasing 
the capacity of renewable energy 
production can reduce depen-
dence on energy imports and cre-
ate opportunities for exporting 
electricity to neighboring coun-
tries, particularly during periods 
of surplus production.
However, the widespread de-
velopment of renewable energy 
requires careful planning and significant investment in infra-
structure and technology. One of the main challenges in 
this sector is the high initial cost 
of building solar and wind pow-
er plants. To address this issue, 
policymakers must seek govern-
ment support and attract private 
investment. Effective measures include providing financial fa-
cilities for the development of 
renewable energy projects, re-
ducing taxes, and enacting sup-
portive laws.
Mohsen Tarztalab, the new head 
of the SATBA, emphasizes the 
need to focus more on the capac-
ity of the green energy exchange 
in the energy bourse. He notes that the financial models de-
signed by SATBA rely too heav-
ily on government resources, 
which must be avoided, and the 
green energy exchange in the en-
ergy bourse must be deepened.
Tarztalab also stresses the impor-
tance of striking a balance between 
the development of renewable 
energy and energy optimization. 
He points out that good resources 
have been allocated for this pur-
pose, enabling the energy optimi-
zation sector to take shape quickly.

The Deputy Minister of Energy 
adds that special conditions have 
been created for SATBA, given the 
country’s high demand for elec-
tricity and the potential for rap-
id results from investing in solar 
panels and wind turbines.
According to the latest statis-
tics on the status of renewable 
energy production, the energy 
produced in these power plants 
has reached 1.28 billion kilo-
watt-hours since the beginning 
of the Iranian year (began on 

March 20, 2024), and the produc-
tion of renewable energy on July 
22 - Aug 21 has been reported to 
be 264 million kilowatt-hours, 
showing a 1% increase com-
pared to the previous month and 
a 23% growth compared to the 
same period last year. 
Advanced countries have 
demonstrated that with ap-
propriate incentives and sus-
tainable policies, initial costs 
can be reduced over time, lead-
ing to sustainable economic 
growth. In this regard, govern-
ment support for clean energy 
through the development of 
suitable laws, encouragement 
of the private sector to enter this field, and the creation of in-
centive mechanisms, including 
the guarantee of purchasing re-
newable energy by the govern-
ment, will play a crucial role in 
the development of this indus-
try. The experience of success-
ful countries has shown that the 
government can eliminate one 
of the biggest obstacles to the 
development of this industry 
by investing in electricity trans-
mission and distribution infra-
structure.
The private sector can also play 
a key role in this transformation 
by innovating technologies and 
launching renewable energy 
projects. Investing in solar, wind, 
and other renewable energy 
sources not only helps to sus-
tainably supply energy but can 
also create extensive job oppor-
tunities in various industrial and 
technological sectors.

PERSPECTIVE

Staff writer

By Zohreh Qanadi

With over 300 sunny days per year 
and high wind capacity in various 
regions, Iran has vast potential for 
generating electricity from clean 
energy sources, yet it has not fully 
exploited its renewable energy re-
serves.
Currently, renewables account for 
only 1% of the country’s electricity 
generation. The Ministry of En-
ergy last year pledged to develop 
30,000 megawatts of renewable 
energy over the next five years. 
Last year, the government set a tar-
get to launch plants that generate 
6,000 MW of solar and wind power 
but fell short, -- only a fraction ma-
terialized (about 30%), underscor-
ing persistent challenges.
Iran’s electricity generation ca-
pacity exceeds 93,000 megawatts 
per day. But according to the sta-
tistics provided by the Ministry of 
Energy, Iran’s “actual” power gen-
eration capacity is about 75,000 
MW. The country’s hydropower 
plants have not been generating 
electricity at their full nominal 
capacity due to the drought. The 
shortfall peaks at 14,000 MW or 
20% during summer.
The country’s daily electricity con-
sumption exceeds 70,000 mega-
watts, peaking at 80,000 mega-
watts during this summer.
This summer, the government has 
adjusted the working hours of the 
public sector and implemented 
electricity cuts in dozens of offices 
due to high electricity consump-
tion from cooling systems.

Let’s harness 300 
sunny days and 
high winds



5Special Issue
Iran's Energy Crisis

Iran Daily Monday, Nov. 4, 2024

My response was that we are at a 
crossroads. One path is non-par-
ticipation, whose outcome is 
clear and disheartening, and we 
would have no doubt about the 
fate of the country in that sce-
nario. However, in the second 
scenario, such certainty cannot 
be seen. It’s possible that in the 
worst-case scenario, we would 
face complete failure, but in the 
best-case scenario, we could 
overcome the current situation. 
My assumption was that the 
political structure also had the 
willingness to partially coop-
erate with the second scenar-
io. Therefore, given these two 
paths, reason and logic dictate 
that we choose the second path 
and participate in the election, 

even though the initial success 
of this path, namely the election 
of Pezeshkian is not guaranteed.
In any case, this scenario has 
played out, and Pezeshkian 
has won. Now, the ball is in his 
court, along with everyone who 
worked towards this outcome 
and succeeded. Here and in the 
continuation of my previous 
notes, I will discuss some of the 
most pressing issues, which are 
essential for the government. 
It is likely that many people have 
already brought these points to 
the attention of the president, 
but few are willing to think criti-
cally about how to address these 
problems and accept the conse-
quences. 
I will start with energy and 

gas. Iran, with the world’s sec-
ond-largest gas reserves, is 
facing a severe gas shortage. 
This shortage is not only annu-
al but also seasonal, and it peaks 
during the winter months.
Last year, the shortage reached 
315 million cubic meters (mcm) 
per day during the winter peak. 
According to estimates, this 
number will increase to around 
500 mcm this year. 
Given Iran’s limited capability 
to store gas in natural reservoirs 
for cold months, this means 
seems like impossible to ad-
dress the shortage. 
The conventional solution to 
Iran’s gas shortage is to replace 
gas with low-quality, high-pol-
lution fuels in power plants, fol-

lowed by cutting off or reducing 
gas supply to industries and pet-
rochemical plants to ensure that residential areas receive suffi-
cient gas.
In reality, people are not directly 
affected by the gas shortage, but 
they do face the consequences of 
increased air pollution, higher 
production costs, reduced GDP, 
and rising unemployment. 
Unfortunately, the gas shortage 
and supply-demand gap have not 
decreased in recent years; in fact, 
they have worsened. No efforts 
are being made to increase pro-
duction and boost gas pressure, 
due to lack of funds and sanc-
tions. No serious attempts are be-
ing made to reform consumption 
and reduce it, as there is neither 

sufficient funding nor trust in 
policymakers. There is no diver-sification of the energy basket, as 
there is no effective policy or bud-
get to support the use of alterna-
tive energy sources.
The question is, what will hap-
pen if we cannot balance gas 
production and consumption and reduce the gap? An official 
institution has conducted a 
study that suggests that by 2041, 
we will only be able to provide 
gas for residential and public 
consumption, but there will be 
no gas for power plants, petro-
chemical plants, industries, oil 
wells, and other sectors. 
This scenario is alarming enough. 
Mr. Pezeshkian, time is of the es-
sence. There is no possibility of 

attracting foreign investment. If 
you start now and there are no ob-
stacles, it will take 1.5 to 3 years for 
some progress to be made.
People’s trust is not yet at a level 
where they can support major 
decisions, as the essential work 
that needs to be done for the people’s benefit has not been 
done. Drafting a comprehensive 
energy policy is not currently 
on the agenda. As a result, there 
is no time to waste. Whatever 
needs to be done, must be done 
now. The situation is urgent. In 
my next notes, I will discuss elec-
tricity, gasoline, and diesel fuel.

This article was originally pub-

lished in Persian language news-

paper  Etemad.

No time to waste: Get a grip on gas shortfall

O P I N I O N

Reformist journalist

By Abbas Abdi

One of the most severe criticisms from 
those opposed to participating in the 
presidential elections was that, “if we 
assume Masoud Pezeshkian wins, what significant change will occur to 
address the country’s main issues? 
If such a transformation could be 
achieved, we would agree to partici-
pate in the elections and strive for his 
victory. But if such a possibility did not 
exist, then participating in the elec-
tions would be a lose-lose situation. 
Either he wouldn’t win, and the sup-
porters of the status quo would say that 
reformists or critics of the current situ-
ation don’t even have a foothold among 
the people and would continue on their 
misguided path with even greater in-
tensity, and we would be left with the 
consequences. Or, if Pezeshkian were 
to win, we (opponents of electoral participa-

tion) would be shouldering a responsi-
bility that we are not equipped to han-
dle, and the blame for the failure that 
others should bear would fall on our 
shoulders, which would be even more 
detrimental to the evolutionary path of 
Iranian society”.

One of the major problems 
of the electricity supply 
in Iran is its imbalance, 
which, especially in sum-
mer, when consumption 
rises, creates a shortage 
of electricity and custom-
ary power cuts. Building 
small local power plants 
has a sizable impact on 
the region’s electricity 
production and industrial 
development. Some of the 
effects are as follows:
A small regional power 
plant in every industrial 
area is enough to meet 
industrial needs and al-
lows one to abandon the 
dependence on the na-
tional power grid, which suffers from deficit far too 
often. Only this factor can 

increase the stability of in-
dustrial production.
Indigenous generation of 
electricity will reduce the 
burden on the national 
grid by reducing the de-
mand for electricity. This 
relieves the burden exert-
ed on the national grid. It 
can also enhance the reli-
ability of the regional elec-
tricity network and pre-
vent sudden cuts in power 
supply. In addition, power 
shortages in industries 
lead to colossal losses that 
can be prevented by set-
ting up indigenous power 
plants.
If every industrial zone can fulfill its power require-
ments through local pow-
er plants, then this may 
attract more investments 
and construction of addi-
tional industrial units in 
the local industrial parks. 
Reliable power supply en-
sures higher production 

with better efficiency in 
industries.
Electricity supply from 
small generating stations 
reduces the cost of trans-
mission of electricity from 
other regions; local pro-
duction becomes cheaper 
because of this. It may help 
bring down the cost of pro-
duction in the local indus-
try, making it more com-
petitive in the national and 
international market.
Construction and oper-
ation of the plants create 
new job opportunities 
both directly and indirect-
ly. Apart from the employ-
ees for the power plants, 
industries requiring this 
energy source will also 
need to add new employ-
ees. Such increasing em-
ployment opportunities 
can bring economic pros-
perity and raise the living 
standards of people in 
those areas.

By reducing long-distance 
power transmission, it im-proves the efficiency of the 
network to better utilize 
energy resources.
Finally, small local power 
plants can be built in every 
industrial area to revo-
lutionize the production 
of electricity, which will 
spur industrialization in 
that area. Basically, this 
approach ensures that the 
industrial towns have a 
stable and reliable source 
of energy; this attracts in-
vestment, reduces the pro-
duction costs, and creates 
sustainable job oppor-
tunities. Besides that, re-
duction in dependency on 
the national grid impacts 
positively and has a great influence on raising the efficiency and stability of 
the regional and national 
power networks.

Local electricity generation  

key to power shortages in Iran

PERSPECTIVE

Guest contributor

By Mahdi Jalilian

 ALL PHOTOS BY IRNA
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Athletics

Cavs edge Bucks, improve to 7-0 in NBA

Arteta has no complaints after Newcastle defeat

REUTERS – Donovan Mitchell 
buried a jumper with 0.3 sec-
onds remaining as the Cleve-
land Cavaliers extended their 
unbeaten run with a 114-113 
win over the host Milwaukee 
Bucks on Saturday night.
Mitchell had 30 points for the 
Cavaliers, who recorded their 
seventh successive victory, 
their best start to a season 
since Bill Fitch coached them 
to a franchise-record 8-0 start 
in 1976-77.
Sam Merrill contributed 17 
points off the bench, includ-ing five 3-pointers, Jarrett 
Allen had 15 points and 12 re-
bounds, Evan Mobley had 14 
points and seven boards and 
Darius Garland finished with 
11 points and 10 assists.

Damian Lillard notched 41 
points – including 10 3-point-
ers – and nine assists, Giannis 
Antetokounmpo piled on 34 
points, 16 rebounds and nine 
assists and Taurean Prince 
scored 16 for the Bucks.
Elsewhere, Jayson Tatum 
pumped in 29 points and Pay-
ton Pritchard hit six 3-pointers 
on the way to 22 points off the 
bench as Boston Celtics de-
feated host Charlotte Hornets 
113-103.
Jay Huff scored a career-high 
20 points in 14 minutes to 
highlight a balanced attack by 
the Grizzlies in defeating 76ers 
124-107 in Philadelphia.
RJ Barrett had 31 points, in-
cluding five in overtime, and 
nine rebounds as Toronto 

Raptors defeated visiting Sac-
ramento Kings 131-128.
Buddy Hield scored 27 points 
off the bench and Jonathan 
Kuminga added six of his 23 
points in overtime as Golden 
State Warriors scraped past 
Rockets 127-121 in Houston.
Bam Adebayo had 32 points 
and grabbed 14 rebounds to 
lead Miami Heat to a 118-98 
win over Washington Wizards 
in Mexico City.
Devin Booker recorded 28 
points, nine rebounds and nine 
assists to help Phoenix Suns 
beat visiting Portland Trail 
Blazers 103-97.
Keldon Johnson poured in a 
season-high 25 points off the 
bench and Jeremy Sochan 
and Chris Paul amassed dou-

ble-doubles as San Antonio 
Spurs defeated visiting Minne-
sota Timberwolves 113-103.
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had 
25 points and nine assists as 
visiting Oklahoma City Thun-
der remained unbeaten with a 
105-92 victory over Los Ange-
les Clippers.
Nikola Jokic scored 18 of his 
27 points in the third quarter, 
and host Denver Nuggets de-
feated Utah Jazz 129-103 for its first home win of the sea-
son.

THE GUARDIAN – Arsenal 
manager Mikel Arteta had no 
complaints about his side’s de-
feat at Newcastle but refused 
to concede that the title race is 
all but over.
“I am very frustrated, we de-
served to lose today,” said the 
Spaniard after Alexander Isak’s fine first-half header secured 
Eddie Howe’s team a first win 
in six Premier League games. 
“We got dragged into the game 
Newcastle wanted and not the 

one we wanted. But you have to 
be at your best in every game to 
give you a chance to win.”
Not that Arteta has abandoned 
hope of overhauling Liverpool 
and Manchester City at the top 
of the table. His team are sev-
en points off the lead. “After 10 
games we are not going to find 
the answer now,” he said. “It is 
not about winning the title, it 
is about being our best version 
every week. We have to put it 
right on Wednesday.”

If Arsenal’s impending Cham-
pions League date with Inter-
nazionale at San Siro promises 
to offer an intriguing litmus 
test of the team’s resilience, 
Arteta must once again cope without his key midfielder 
Martin Ødegaard, who is in-
jured. “We don’t have him,” he 
said bluntly. “We can discuss 
that all day long but we have 
many other answers that are 
very effective.”
Those alternatives failed against 

a Newcastle side that even Arte-
ta, who has rarely seen eye-to-
eye with Howe, seemed grudg-
ingly to admire here. “They are 
really good at what they do,” he 
said. “They drag you into the 
sort of game they want. They are 
all big and very physical, Joelin-
ton especially.”
Asked whether he needed an 
Isak, Arteta demurred, insist-
ing: “No, I love my players and 
I wouldn’t change them for 
anyone.”

Persepolis will be chasing a first 
victory at the rebranded AFC 
Champions League Elite when 
taking on Qatari club Al Gharafa 
in Dubai’s Al Maktoum Stadium 
today.
It has been over a year since the 
Tehran Reds last walked away 
with a win at the top-tier Asian 
club competition – a 2-0 home 
triumph over Istiklol of Tajikistan 
in October 2023 – and another 
game without maximum points 
will put the Iranian champion’s 
campaign in serious jeopardy.
Stepping into the game on the 
back of 1-0 defeats at Al Ahli 
Saudi and Qatar’s Al Sadd, ei-
ther side of a 1-1 home draw 
against Pakhtakor, Persepolis is 
10th in the West Zone’s 12-team 
table, one point adrift of the last knockout spot with five rounds 
of matches to spare.
For all the domination and clear-
cut chances that Persepolis had 
in the two away losses, Spanish 
head coach Juan Carlos Garrido 
was left ruing his side’s poor finishing and will be hoping the 
Reds frontline will step up and find their scoring boots in Dubai.
Garrido himself will have a 
personal streak to end, as the 
Spaniard has never won in nine 
Champions League outings, with 
the winless run stretching back 
to his time on Al Ain bench in 
2019. 
The good news for the Spanish 
coach is the return of prolif-
ic winger Oston Urunov, who 
missed four games with a ham-
string injury but is available for 

selection today.
Iran international center-back 
Hossein Kan’anizadegan and 
Moroccan fullback Ayoub El 
Amloud are unlikely to feature despite flying to Dubai with the 
rest of the team.Persepolis suffered a first do-
mestic defeat of the campaign 
last time out, losing 1-0 at Es-

teghlal Khuzestan, while Al Gharafa is flying high after a 3-1 
home win against Al Arabi in the 
Qatar Stars League on Thursday.
Al Gharafa, which also got off 
to losing start in the competi-
tion – a 3-0 defeat away to Reds’ 
archrival Esteghlal – sits sev-
enth in the West Zone table with 
three points.

The Qatari side’s impressive 4-2 
win against defending champi-
on Al Ain was undone by the 2-1 
defeat to Al Wasl on Matchday 
Three.
The records are against Al 
Gharafa as Portuguese Pedro 
Martins’s men have lost their 
last four away matches on the 
continental stage.

Mosimane’s  
mammoth mission
In Riyadh, South African head 
coach Pitso Mosimane, who has 
endured a tough start to life 
with Esteghlal since taking over 
a fortnight ago, will be eager to 
end the Blues’ four-game losing 
streak in all competitions when 
they play away to a star-studded 

Al Hilal in Riyadh.
Today’s opponent, however, is 
the last team Mosimane would 
have wanted to face. 
Looking to extend their perfect 
Asian run to four matches, The 
four-time champions have been in 
phenomenal form – unbeaten in 
56 domestic games – though Fri-
day’s 1-1 draw at Al Nassr ended 
their eight-game winning start to 
the Saudi Pro League season.
A Champions League classic 
saw Al Hilal defeat Al Ain 5-4 on 
the road two weeks ago, while 
Esteghlal fell to a 1-0 loss to Al 
Nassr in Dubai.
Beaten 2-0 at home by Tractor 
on Thursday, the Capital Blues 
are struggling in the 14th place 
of the Iranian 16-team table – 
just a single point clear of the 
relegation zone – but they are 
still very much in contention for 
a knockout spot in the continent, 
sitting sixth in the standings 
with three points. 
Elsewhere today, Emirati club Al 
Wasl will host Al Sadd, with Al 
Ahli Saudi – also on nine points 
– welcoming Iraqi champion Al 
Shorta in Jeddah.
Pakhtakor and Al Rayyan will 
square off in Tashkent, and Cris-
tiano Ronaldo’s Al Nassr and Al 
Ain are tipped for a thrilling en-
counter in Riyadh on Tuesday.

Persepolis, Garrido desperate  

to end drought in Dubai

AFC Champions League Elite:

Persepolis striker Ali Alipour (C) is seen 

in action during a 1-0 loss to Al Sadd in 

the AFC Champions League Elite in Doha, 

Qatar, on Oct. 21, 2024.

  PERSEPOLIS FC

Cleveland’s Donovan Mitchell (45) puts 

up the game-winning shot against the 

Bucks in Milwaukee, WI, US, on Nov. 

2, 2024.

  AP

 SCOTT HEPPELL/REUTERS

 Sports Desk
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Qalibaf sends condolences to Spain over deadly floods

Iran’s Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Baqer Qalibaf extended his 
condolences to Spain over a recent deadly flood in the European coun-
try, which has claimed the lives of 
more than 200 people. 
In messages to President of the Sen-ate of Spain, Pedro Manuel Rollán 
Ojeda, and President of the Con-gress of Deputies of Spain, Franci-
na Armengol, Qalibaf extended the 
sympathies and solidarity of Irani-
ans with the families of the victims 
of the tragedy and wished a swift 

recovery for the injured.
At least 214 people are now con-firmed dead from the floods and the 
toll may climb higher.Authorities in the hard-hit prov-ince of Valencia said on Sunday that hopes of finding more survivors are 
fading.This week’s flash floods, caused by 
torrential rains that scientists have 
linked to the climate emergency, have inundated cities, towns and 
villages, sweeping away bridges, 
cars, trees and streetlights. The number of missing people remains unknown. Thousands more have 

no access to water or reliable food, 
while parts of the heaviest-hit areas 
remain inaccessible. The tragedy is already Europe’s worst flood-related disaster since 
1967 when at least 500 people died in Portugal.

The chief commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) called 
the United States the root cause of all political and 
military tensions, crimes, massacres and occupation 
in the world. 
Major General Hossein 
Salami made the remarks 
in an address to a rally 
held in the capital Teh-
ran to commemorate the National Day of the Fight 
against Global Arrogance, 
also known as the Nation-al Student Day.

Referring to the US crimes 
as well as military and po-
litical interference in oth-er countries, including the 
deadly atomic bombings 
of the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, a CIA-backed 1953 coup 
in Iran, its wars in Afghan-
istan and Iraq and killings 
of Black people and Indi-
an-Americans in the US, 
Salami said this is the real 
face of the United States. For the past 45 years and 
since the victory of the 1979 Islamic Revolution 
in Iran, the US has tried to turn all Islamic lands 

into battlefields. However, he underlined that the US 
policies have failed in the 
region. Salami pointed to the US failure in defeat-
ing the Iranian nation by supporting the former 
dictator of Iraq Saddam Hossein during the 1980s 
war on Iran as well as im-
posing sanctions on Iran. 
He also referred to the US failure in implementing 
the project of the Abraham 
Accords to normalize rela-
tions between the Israeli regime and Arab coun-
tries as another defeat for 
Washington in the region. 

Also on Sunday, the IRGC 
commander in a state-
ment on the occasion of 
the National Day of the Fight against Global Ar-
rogance, extolled the his-
toric day as an “indelible 
watershed” in exposing the true nature of the US 
and its mischief against 
the freedom-loving and 
rights-seeking nations of 
the world.
Salami said the Israeli 
atrocities, perpetrated under the command and all-round support of the 
administration in Wash-
ington, against the stra-

tegic region of West Asia, 
not least the innocent peo-
ple in the Gaza Strip and 
Lebanon, are regarded as 
the “biggest and most val-id reason and justification 
for the loss of American human rights.”
Salami’s remarks came 
as Iranians took to the streets across the country on Sunday to commem-
orate the National Day of the Fight against Global 
Arrogance which marks 
the 1979 takeover of the US Embassy by Iranian university students in the 
capital Tehran. 

IRGC chief: US root cause of all political, 

military tensions worldwide
International Desk 
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Israeli intelligence swaying...

Harris, Trump locked in tight race in swing states

UNICEF: Horrific level of child 
deaths occurring in northern Gaza

The sitting UK government, under Keir 
S t a r m e r, 

has shifted its stance to re-
spect the independence of 
the ICC and not challenge its jurisdiction, aligning the 
UK’s position with interna-
tional legal standards, de-spite continuing to support 
Israel. The UK has main-
tained its opposition to in-
vestigations into the war 
crimes of Israeli leaders by 
the ICC.
On the other hand, for nine consecutive years, Israeli 
intelligence has spied on ICC judges and officials, ha-rassing them. Reports in the 
media indicate that Israeli 
intelligence allegedly forced Judge Julia Motoc, responsi-
ble for overseeing the case, to resign on health grounds 
by showing her some dis-
tressing past incidents. This 
has halted the investigation 
process for arrest warrants 

against Israeli leadership, 
while the ICC has not ap-pointed new judges due to unfair pressure from the US and European countries. The ICC is facing accusations 
of hypocrisy for delaying the requests for arrest warrants against Netanyahu and Gal-lant for over five months, 
especially when the same institution approved an arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin in just 24 days.This double standard has exposed the pressure from 
the US government and some European nations 
on the ICC. Legal expert Dr. 
Owais warned that Motoc’s 
resignation has delayed 
the process for the arrest 
warrants against the Israeli 
prime minister and minister of military affairs. Former UN official Craig Mokhi-ber questioned the sudden change in dynamics under 

increasing pressure from 
Israel and Western nations. The US Senate had previous-
ly threatened the ICC, stating 
that if arrest warrants were issued against Israeli lead-
ers, Israel’s spying agency, Mossad, would expose key 
secrets regarding the ICC’s judges and officials’ activi-
ties. The Israeli intelligence 
has threatened to target the children of ICC Prosecutor 
Karim Khan, as well as for-mer ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda, when she indi-
cated an intention to begin 
investigations into Israeli 
crimes, even threatening her husband.
Both the ICC and Khan 
condemned these threats, 
which were seen as a direct 
attempt to interfere with judicial proceedings. Such 
actions have jeopardized the ICC’s independence, un-dermining its legal authority and ability to deliver justice.

A recent report from an 
Israeli news website de-tailed that Israel persuad-ed 25 countries to oppose the prosecutor’s request 
for arrest warrants against Netanyahu and Gallant, de-
spite diplomatic norms. The 
report indicated that Israeli Foreign Minister Katz sent 
letters to foreign ministers of these 25 countries, urging them to submit legal com-
plaints with the ICC against the prosecutor’s request for 
arrest warrants.
The Israeli regime and its 
spying agency have ac-
knowledged that they are fearful of investigations into 
their military’s war crimes 
and that the evidence is so apparent that they under-
stand the ICC will not only issue warrants for Netanya-hu and Gallant but also hold 
soldiers directly involved in war crimes accountable in a court of law.

The presidential race in the 
United States appears to be hurtling toward a pho-to finish, with the final set 
of polls by The New York 
Times and Siena College finding Vice President Ka-
mala Harris showing new 
strength in North Carolina 
and Georgia as former pres-ident Donald Trump erases 
her lead in Pennsylvania 
and maintains his advan-
tage in Arizona.
The 2024 United States 
presidential election, the 60th quadrennial presiden-tial election, is scheduled 

on Tuesday, November 5, 
2024.
Harris is now narrowly 
ahead in Nevada, North 
Carolina and Wisconsin, the polls show, while Trump 
leads in Arizona. The polls 
show them locked in close 
races in Michigan, Georgia and Pennsylvania. But the results in all seven states 
are within the margin of 
sampling error, meaning 
neither candidate has a definitive lead in any of 
them, The New York Times 
reported.Both candidates have mul-

tiple pathways available to capture the 270 Electoral College votes required to claim victory, assuming that 
polls are not dramatically underestimating the sup-
port for one or the other. In such a close race, even a 
small systemic polling error could tip the contest deci-
sively in either direction.But there are signs that 
late deciders are break-
ing for Harris: Among the 8 percent of voters who 
said they had only recent-
ly decided on their vote, she wins the group by 55 

percent to 44 percent. (With Election Day nearing, 11 percent of voters remained undecided or persuadable, down from 16 percent about a month ago.)
The polling comes as more 
than 70 million Americans 
have already voted, ac-
cording to the University of Florida Election Lab.

More than 50 children 
were killed in Gaza’s Ja-balia refugee camp be-tween Friday and Satur-day as a result of Israel’s 
attacks with the United Nations agency UNICEF saying that horrific level of child deaths occurring 
in northern Gaza. 
More than 16,700 chil-
dren have been killed in Israel’s assault on Gaza 
since October last year, 
according to Palestinian officials, more than a 
third of the overall death toll of 43,341 confirmed by health authorities.
Israel has killed more 
t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e during its month-long 
violent siege of Gaza’s north, during which it 
has blocked the entry of 
food and medical aid and 
crippled health facilities.“Children are under con-
stant bombardment, in constant fear,” Rachel Cummings, Save the Chil-dren International’s Hu-
manitarian Director and 
Team Lead in Gaza, told Al Jazeera on Sunday.
Speaking from Deir 
el-Balah in central Gaza, Cummings said that the number of casualties 
among children does not account for the approx-
imately 20,000 who are 

missing or have become unaccompanied in this 
war.
In its statement on Sat-urday, the UN agency UNICEF said the children 
were killed in an Israeli 
attack which levelled two residential buildings sheltering hundreds of 
people.
“Taken alongside the horrific level of child 
deaths in North Gaza 
from other attacks, these 
most recent events com-
bine to write yet anoth-
er dark chapter in one 
of the darkest periods 
of this terrible war,” ac-
cording to a statement by UNICEF’s Executive Director Catherine Rus-
sell.
“The attacks on Jabalia, 
the vaccination clinic and the UNICEF staff member are yet further 
examples of the grave consequences of the 

indiscriminate strikes 
on civilians in the Gaza 
Strip. The entire Pal-estinian population in 
north Gaza, especially 
children, are at immi-
nent risk of dying from 
disease, famine, and the 
ongoing bombardments,” 
the statement said. Israel launched the mil-
itary offensive, what many dubbed “a war of 
revenge” against Pales-
tinians, in the wake of 
a Hamas-led attack on 
Israel’s positions in the occupied territories on 
October 7, 2023. 

International Desk 

A Palestinian woman bids 

farewell to her grandson in the 

Al-Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir 

el-Balah in the central Gaza 

Strip, after he was killed along 

with his mother in an Israeli 

strike on the Nuseirat refugee 

camp, on November 1, 2024.

  EYAD BABA/AFP
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Iran, Italy to revive cultural ties  

through arts, heritage, and education: Official 

Iran’s Cultural Attaché in Italy, 
Majid Emami, outlined a road-
map to strengthen cultural 
and artistic relations between 
Iran and Italy, emphasizing the 
importance of engaging with 
Italian civil society, academia, 
and the Iranian diaspora to 
overcome current political and 
economic challenges.
In an interview with ISNA, 

Emami highlighted the his-torical significance of cultural 
exchanges between the two 
countries, particularly in the fields of archaeology, arts, and 
history.
Emami noted that while re-
lations between Iran and It-
aly have been strained due 
to Italy’s current right-wing 
government, there are still 

opportunities for engagement 
with Italian civil society and 
academia. 
He emphasized the importance 
of promoting Iranian arts, cul-
tural heritage, and Iranology to 
foster greater understanding 
and cooperation.
To achieve this, Emami outlined 
several initiatives, including 
increasing museum and exhi-
bition activities, promoting Ira-
nian arts and handicrafts, and 
engaging with Iranian students 
and expatriates in Italy. 
He also highlighted the signif-
icance of showcasing Iranian 
arts and culture in internation-
al events, such as the Venice 
Biennale, to counter “Irano-
phobia” and promote a more 
nuanced understanding of Ira-
nian culture.
He added that one of the sig-nificant events that has taken 

place in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 
Tourism, and Handicrafts is that for the first time, a facsim-
ile of ‘Baysunghur Shahnameh’ 
has been printed to promote 
Iran’s cultural heritage. 
The Italian side has invested significant time and effort into 
producing it, which demon-
strates the depth of interest, 
attention, and authenticity that 
Italy has for Iranian arts, litera-
ture, and written heritage.
Emami also emphasized the 
importance of academic ex-
change and research collabo-
ration between Iran and Italy, particularly in the fields of so-
cial sciences and humanities. 
He noted that the Iranian Cul-
tural Center in Rome is work-
ing to increase cooperation 
with Italian academia and pro-
mote Iranian studies in Italy.

However, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran’s stance, as stated by its senior officials, is to prevent 

the expansion of the conflict, reduce tensions, and estab-lish a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip and 
Lebanon. Foreign Minister Abbas Ara-
ghchi’s recent tour of regional coun-
tries, including Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Egypt, Qatar, Oman, and Iraq, was 
aimed at pursuing this declared poli-
cy of mediation and de-escalation. The 

Islamic Republic does not view the es-calation of tensions as beneficial to it-
self or the region, and therefore, does 
not welcome further clashes. 
Consequently, Iran’s response to Isra-
el and its demonstration of deterrent 
power cannot be outside the frame-
work of national assessments and 
high-level decision-making in the Is-
lamic Republic. As the Leader of the 
Islamic Revolution emphasized, “The 
power and will of the Iranian people 

must be conveyed to the Zionist re-
gime.” Ayatollah Khamenei left the 
quality of such action to the discre-
tion of the Islamic Establishment’s officials.
The Supreme National Security 
Council (SNSC) is the highest securi-
ty and decision-making body, which 
logically makes such decisions. The 
decision-making process regarding 
Operations True Promise 1 and 2 
(Iran’s missile strikes against Israel) also took 

place through this key security orga-
nization. It is only natural that deci-
sion-making in the SNSC regarding 
a response to Israel will be based on 
technical, specialized, and strategic 
assessments, rather than emotions 
and sentiments. Therefore, Tehran 
will not take any hasty or ill-conceived 
action. 
As the Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion stressed in his October 4 Friday 
prayer sermon, “We will neither daw-

dle nor act impulsively in fulfilling our 
duties.” It appears that this statement is a reflection of the precise national, 
regional, and international assess-
ments that will guide Iran’s actions, 
which will be in line with its national 
interests and not impulsive.
Therefore, none of these warmonger-
ing statements represent the Islamic 
Republic. Iranian decision-makers will 
not be swayed by these media-driven 
and propagandistic calls for war. 

Decision-makers won’t...
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The 41st International Istanbul Book 
Fair kicked off on Saturday, featuring a 
strong presence of Iranian publishers 
alongside participants from Turkey 
and other countries around the world. 
The fair, which is considered the larg-
est cultural and literary event in Tur-
key, has brought together hundreds of 
authors, readers, and over 1,000 pub-
lishers and civil society organizations, 
IRNA reported.
Iran’s participation in the fair is sig-nificant, with the Iranian House of 
Book and Literature showcasing the 
country’s latest publishing achieve-
ments in a 18-square-meter booth. 
The booth will also promote the Teh-
ran International Book Fair and invite 
foreign publishers to participate in 
the event. 
In addition, the Iranian delegation will 
introduce the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance’s support schemes 
for translating and publishing Irani-
an books, as well as Iranian literary 
awards and festivals.
The fair’s opening ceremony was at-tended by high-ranking officials, in-cluding Istanbul Governor Davut Gül, Istanbul Mayor Ekrem I�mamoğlu, and 
Turkish Deputy Minister of Culture 

and Tourism Gökhan Yazar. Governor Gül emphasized the importance of di-
versity and cultural exchange, stating 
that “our country is a country that 
considers diversity as wealth, and the 
most important sign of this diversity 
is the book.”
This year’s fair has a special focus on 
children, with the theme “Childhood is 
a Celebration” inspired by the works 
of renowned Turkish children’s au-thor Yalvaç Ural. The fair will feature 
various events and activities aimed at 
promoting children’s mental and emo-
tional growth, encouraging reading, 
and fostering creativity.
The 41st International Istanbul Book 
Fair will run until November 10, with 
over 500,000 visitors expected to at-
tend. Entrance is free for students, 
teachers, retirees, people with disabil-
ities, and children, while others will 
be charged a fee of 20 Turkish lira.
Other participants in the fair include 
publishers from China, Azerbaijan, 
and other countries, with a total of 
12 Chinese publishers attending this 
year’s event. The China-Turkey Pub-
lishing Cooperation Forum was held 
on the fair’s opening day, highlighting 
the importance of cooperation be-
tween Chinese and Turkish publishing 
houses.

Iranian publishers attend  
41st Int’l Istanbul Book Fair 

Iran’s ‘Playground’  

takes gold at Japan’s  

26th DigiCon6 
Iranian animation ‘Playground’ received the gold award at the 26th 
DigiCon6 ASIA Awards in Japan, beating out another Iranian con-
tender, ‘The Lovely Sky’.
The festival, held in Tokyo, is one of Asia’s largest animation events 
and is supported by TBS, one of Japan’s leading television companies. 
This year, two Iranian animations, ‘The Lovely Sky’ directed by Amir 
Mehran and ‘Playground’ by Samaneh Asadi, produced by the Insti-
tute for the Institute for Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults (IIDCYA), made it to the final round, with “Playground” 
ultimately winning the regional competition’s gold award.
This is the fourth year that Iran has been represented at the festival, 
thanks to the efforts of Kiarash Zandi, who has curated a selection 
of Iranian animations to be sent to the festival.


