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Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas
Araghchi (1) shakes
hands with his
Pakistani counterpart
Ishaq Dar upon his
arrival at Pakistan’s
Foreign Ministry
in Islamabad on
November 5, 2024.
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By Hassan X 1
,réj\'— Beheshtipour election important -!
o e to the world? Yes, it u .
ﬂ is, because American
policies have a signif- I
OPINION icant impact on many {

EXCLUSIVE parts of the globe. In -
fact, the president of

the United States not only influences the 50 states but th ro u h S kl e S
also could shape developments in numerous countries

around the world through US foreign policy. The US
has a military or intelligence and security presence in 9 > b gif
around 120 countries, plays a key role in global trade :
and its dollar is used in three out of every four interna-
tional transactions. With a military budget of more than
$700 billion, the US has the largest military budget in
the world. Therefore, it is natural for such a country to
have a profound impact on international developments.
Consequently, US policies have a significant bearing on
the West Asia region, which is grappling with various
long-standing crises. Even in the recent conflict involv-
ing Israel, the Gaza Strip and southern Lebanon, the
US remains the main player behind the scenes. Israel’s
attacks are integral to the US strategy for the region,
aimed at imposing a new order by eliminating Islamic
resistance groups. This strategy will persist regardless
of whether Trump or Harris wins, though it may be ex-
ecuted with different tactics and approaches.
However, this should not be taken to mean that one
should remain passive in the face of US policies. On
the contrary, a shrewd observer or a savvy statesman
should pay close attention to these tactical differenc-
es and details and try to find opportunities for their
country or region within these differences. For in-
stance, despite the US’ unwavering Page7 >
support for Israel, Democrats have

been critical of Israel’s settlement policy and have
backed a two-state solution (an independent Palestinian state
and an independent Israeli state).
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