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Iran is the birthplace of the
pomegranate, and each year,
dozens of festivals and exhibi-
tions coincide with the pome-
granate harvest in the country’s
production regions. One nota-
ble event is the Third Festival of
Pomegranates Production and
Export, which recently celebrat-
ed a week of festivities in Saveh,
Iran’s pomegranate hub.

Given Iran’s significant produc-
tion capacity and its status as
the origin of this valuable fruit,
there is a strong potential for
the country to dominate the
global pomegranate market and
its products. To capitalize on
this opportunity, internation-
al events and festivals should
be organized in Iran, position-
ing the country as a gateway
for pomegranates and related
products, including food, me-
dicinal, cosmetic, and hygiene
items, to enter global markets,
ISNA wrote.

Saeed Beigzadeh, the depu-
ty head of the Arak Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, and
Mines for international and ex-
ecutive affairs, emphasized the
need to accurately showcase
the potential of Markazi Prov-
ince in industry, mining, and
agriculture — an area that has
not been sufficiently addressed
and often overlooked.

He pointed out that while the
province’s industrial and min-
ing capabilities have been dis-
cussed extensively, agriculture
has not received the attention
it deserves.

Beigzadeh noted that pome-
granates are cultivated in cities

like Saveh, Mahalat, Delijan, and
Tafresh, asserting that the taste
and quality of Saveh pomegran-
ates are unmatched, earning
global recognition.

However, he raised the im-
portant question of how much
effort has been made to pro-
mote pomegranates as a flag-
ship product of Saveh. Notably,
many foreign ambassadors are
not unaware that Saveh is the
birthplace of the pomegran-
ate, highlighting a significant
shortcoming in promoting the
region’s agricultural assets and
capabilities.

He emphasized the importance
of utilizing all media and in-
formational tools to promote
Saveh pomegranates as a sym-
bol of the region, stating that if
this unique, high-quality prod-
uct is effectively introduced
and branded, other countries
will not be able to claim this
identity.

Regarding the pomegranate
festival, Beigzadeh pointed out
that the National Pomegranate
Festival has been held in Saveh

for three consecutive years.
However, he expressed concern
that there are inadequate infra-
structures for hosting this na-
tional event, and proper expert
planning is lacking to ensure its
success.

Beigzadeh said that in the past
three years, meetings have been
organized to establish various
committees and define their
responsibilities as the festival
approaches, with coordination
efforts made about a month
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beforehand. Unfortunately, the
results have not been impactful,
and the organizers tend to focus
solely on holding the festival. It
is essential to not only aim for
quality but also to set specific
objectives and define achieve-
ments for a national event.

“Sanctions cannot prevent the
holding of an international
festival because there are no
barriers for the private sector.

Last year, trade delegations
from countries such as Serbia,
Ghana, Somalia, and Turkey
visited Markazi Province, and
we are currently negotiating
with Oman for a visit to the
province to explore its existing
capacities. Therefore, sanctions
do not pose an obstacle to the
private sector. If we start envi-
sioning next year’s festival now
and take a program-oriented
approach, we will be successful
in organizing any event at any
level; otherwise, bringing up
issues like sanctions is merely
an excuse.”

He mentioned that Saveh pome-
granates are currently exported
to countries including Germany,
the Persian Gulf states, Russia,
Japan, the European Union,
South Korea, Turkey, Iraq, Ar-
menia, Italy, Oman, the UAE,
Qatar, Pakistan, Kuwait, Kazakh-
stan, and others.

“Given that the market for
Saveh pomegranates is clearly
defined, we should strength-
en our connections with these
countries right now and lever-

age the resources of the Arak
Chamber of Commerce to cre-
ate the groundwork for hosting
an international festival. The
Chamber of Commerce can ac-
tively engage in these matters,
and there are no obstacles to
doing so, but the potential of
this private sector is not being
utilized,” he said.

Seyyed Mostafa Fatemi, direc-
tor general of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicraft Minis-
try’s Domestic Tourism Depart-
ment, said that international
festivals have great potential
for attracting foreign tourists,
especially if they focus on food,
agricultural products, and cul-
ture. From this perspective, the
importance of hosting an inter-
national festival for a prominent
product like the pomegranate
can be highlighted.

He noted that the pomegran-
ate has been valued in Iranian
culture and history for centu-
ries, with representations of
this significance found in the
bas-reliefs of Persepolis and
in artifacts from the Median,
Parthian, Sassanid, and Islamic
periods.

Fatemi mentioned that along
the Silk Road, the pomegranate
was regarded as an important
fruit, although its primary or-
igin is the Zagros Mountain
regions of Iran. He added that
this heavenly fruit has been
produced in the fringes of the
Zagros Mountains and through-
out history, the best quality
pomegranates have been cul-
tivated in Iran and exported
to various parts of the world,
where they have always been
highly regarded.

Evolution of Qajar Palace from royal residence to prison, museum

During the Qajar period, a significant
building known as Qasr-e Qajar (Qajar
Palace) was constructed in Tehran. As
one of the oldest palaces from this era,
it has a fascinating history. Under the
reign of Reza Shah Pahlavi, the palace
fell into disrepair and was converted

into a prison. Today, this former palace
and prison has been transformed into
the Qasr Garden Museum.

A notable part of the Qasr Garden Mu-
seum is Markov’s Prison, established
following the 1920 coup. Reza Khan
commissioned Russian architect Nico-

lai Markov to assess the conditions and
select a suitable site for a new prison,
ultimately choosing the Qajar palace.
Qasr Prison was officially established
in 1929.

Three decades after the victory of Is-
lamic Revolution, Qasr Prison ceased

operations as a prison. In 2012, it
was repurposed into the Qasr Muse-
um Garden, which features various
sections. One notable area is the po-
litical museum, where visitors can
explore the history of the Islamic
Revolution.
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Exhibits and facilities

The Markov Museum, another section
of the Qasr Museum, includes a center
for historical documents, photographs,
artifacts, a gallery café, a conference
hall, and an exhibition gallery. The
Farrokhi Yazdi Conference Hall hosts
various events, including conferences,
music performances, and theater pro-
ductions.

Niayeshgah is another intriguing part
of the museum, showcasing some of
the courts held during the early days of
the Islamic Revolution. Additional at-
tractions include the monitoring tow-
er, Sarvestan (cedar field), and a Persian
garden.

To enhance the visitor experience, Qasr
Museum offers audio features that
provide recorded sounds reminiscent
of the prison atmosphere of that time.
The museum’s installations facilitate a
deeper understanding of its historical
significance.



