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In the final hours 
of November 21, 
the Board of Gover-
nors of the Interna-
tional Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) 
in Vienna passed 

an anti-Iranian resolution, sponsored by Germany, 
France, the UK, and the US, without absolute majority 
and with a relatively weak vote. The sponsors of the 
resolution, who had drafted the text in line with their 
pressure policies before the IAEA director-general’s 
visit to Iran and publicized it on the last day of Mr. Ra-
fael Grossi’s trip, had a tough time convincing other 
countries to join the resolution. To this end, they had 
toned down or deleted parts of the original draft. Nev-
ertheless, despite exerting all-out pressure on member 
states through threats and enticements, they failed to 
even repeat the reduced number of yes votes they had 
secured for their previous resolution. In fact, only 19 
out of the 35 member states of the Board of Governors 
voted in favor of the resolution.
Notably, key countries or relatively independent na-
tions sided with Iran. In addition to China, Russia, 
Burkina Faso, and Venezuela, which voted against 
the resolution, 12 other countries, including major 
players like Brazil, India, South Africa, Indonesia, Al-
geria, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Thailand, Armenia, Gha-na, Egypt, and Colombia, defied intense pressure from 
European countries and the US, both in Vienna and 
in their capitals, and refused to vote in favor of the 
resolution.
This escalating pressure from the three European 
countries and the US comes despite their own fail-
ure to honor their commitments, whether under the 
JCPOA or other international obligations. There are 
numerous examples of their oppressive policies to-
ward the Palestinian issue, where they have fully sup-
ported the Tel Aviv butchers and accomplices in geno-
cide, even going so far as to threaten the International 
Criminal Court, which had issued arrest warrants for 
war criminals, and threatening to impose sanctions 
on the court and its members. Needless to say, this 
approach has not yielded the desired 
results so far, and in the recent case of 
Iran, it has led to two clear outcomes that they should 
have logically grasped by now.
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SCI: Annual 

inflation 
rate drops to 
33.1%

The annual inflation rate for households in Iran reached 33.1% in the month to November 20, registering a 0.5 percent-age point decrease com-pared to the previous month, according to the Statistical Center of Iran.In the eighth Iranian month that ended on No-vember 20, the Consum-er Price Index (CPI) for households rose to 279.5, showing a 2.8% increase compared to the previous month and a 32.5% rise compared to the relat-ed figure for the eighth month of the previous Iranian year (which ended on March 19, 2024). T h e  C P I  f o r  t h e  1 2 months that ended on November 20, 2024, also registered a 33.1% in-crease compared to the 12 months that ended on November 20, 2023.
Point-to-Point 
Inflation at 32.5%Point-to-point inflation for households in the eighth Iranian month stood at 32.5%, meaning households spent an av-erage of 32.5% more on a fixed basket of goods and services compared to November 2022. This represents a 0.9 percent-age point increase from the previous month.Point-to-point inflation measures the percentage change in the CPI com-pared to the same month in the previous year.
Monthly Inflation at 
2.8%The monthly inflation rate for the month to November 20 was 2.8%. Broken down by catego-ries, inflation for “food, beverages, and tobacco” was 3.6%, while for “non-food goods and services,” it was 2.5%.Monthly inflation reflects the percentage change in the CPI compared to the prior month.
Annual inflation by 
incomeThe annual inflation rate for the eighth Iranian month varied across in-come deciles, ranging from 30.4% for the first decile (lowest income group) to 33.6% for the ninth decile. The inflation gap between deciles nar-rowed to 3.2 percentage points, down from 3.6 percentage points in the previous month.The annual inflation rate measures the percentage change in the average CPI over the past year com-pared to the correspond-ing period a year earlier.
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Iran produced 2.6m tons of rice: Deputy minister

The deputy minister for planning and economic affairs at Iran’s Ministry of Agriculture announced an 800,000-ton rice defi-cit in the country despite the production of 2.6 mil-lion tons this year, adding that the shortfall will be compensated through imports.Talking to IRNA on Fri-day, Akbar Fat’hi also said with the current popu-lation and a per capita consumption of about 36 kilograms, Iran requires 3.4 million tons of rice annually as most of this demand is met through domestic production, and the remainder is import-ed.

The official explained that each year, from August to November, rice imports are banned to support local producers. “How-ever, the ban was lifted late November, allowing customs clearance of rice stockpiled in silos and the resumption of new import orders.”“Our plan includes im-porting 800,000 tons of rice to cover the domestic deficit, maintain strategic reserves, and ensure af-fordable rice for low-in-come households,” Fat’hi said. “This is crucial as many families cannot af-ford rice at a higher price.”During the import ban, no rice was cleared or distributed from customs or silos, nor were new im-

port orders placed. The rice previously restricted during the ban and cur-rently being cleared is part of inventories held by Iran’s Government Trading Corporation and private sector entities.Fat’hi stated that 400,000 tons of rice were import-ed during the first six months of the current Iranian year (March 20–Sep-tember 21), but some of it remained in warehouses due to the seasonal ban. With the lifting of re-strictions, an additional 400,000 tons will be im-ported to meet the short-fall.He added that the import-ed rice primarily comes from India and Pakistan due to its alignment with 

local tastes and high qual-ity. Last Iranian calendar year, 1.15 million tons of rice were imported. How-ever, excessive imports caused issues for domes-tic producers, leaving lo-cal rice unsold.Fat’hi noted that this year, the Agricultural Products Pricing Council set prices for high-quality Iranian rice that satisfied domes-tic producers. The council, led by the minister of agri-culture, determines prices for 24–28 key agricultural products annually.This year, high-yield do-mestic rice varieties were priced at 70,000–75,000 tomans ($1.25) per kilo-gram, while high-qual-ity varieties with lower yields were set at 90,000 

tomans ($1.5) per kilogram. These prices act as a mini-mum guarantee for farm-ers, with the government stepping in for supportive purchases if farmers sell below these rates.He emphasized that the prices are fair for both producers and consum-ers.Imported rice is priced by the Market Regulation Taskforce based on the allocated exchange rate. For rice imported by the Government Trading Cor-poration, the price is set at 45,000 tomans per ki-logram ($0.75).The Ministry of Agri-culture aims to achieve self-sufficiency in rice production within three years, following an agree-

ment with the Executive Headquarters of Imam Khomeini’s Directives. Fat’hi emphasized that the ministry’s policies focus on increasing pro-duction, supporting local farmers, and moving to-ward a resilient economy.He added that  once s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  i s achieved, surplus produc-tion could be exported while continuing to im-port affordable rice for low-income groups.The ministry’s strategy includes improving yield per unit area through the use of high-yield rice vari-eties and advanced scien-tific methods, which could lead to increased produc-tion and self-sufficiency, the official concluded.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian on Thursday an-nounced the government’s readiness to support new tech-nology-based firms (NTBFs), par-ticularly in commercializing and marketing their products.As part of his first provincial visit to Sistan and Baluchestan, Pezeshkian toured the province’s Industrial Park in the city of Za-hedan, where he made the re-marks, according to president.ir.The park is home to 305 startup, tech, and creative companies, as well as 150 tech and innova-tion teams. These entities work across sectors such as software, hardware, artificial intelligence, IT, digital economy, electronics, creative industries, agriculture, and mining.Also, during a meeting with ac-

ademics and elites in the prov-ince, Pezeshkian pledged to consistently monitor the devel-opment of the Makoran region and the Persian Gulf coasts. “We will do everything within the government’s authority for your province. You have unique capacities. With determination and effort, you can achieve any-thing, and we will work to cre-ate the necessary conditions for you.”
Progress in water supply, 
infrastructure projectsEnergy Minister Abbas Aliabadi, who was part of the presidential delegation, reported 32% prog-ress on the project to transfer water from the Sea of Oman to Zahedan. This initiative is part of broader efforts to improve water quality and supply in Sistan and Baluchestan.

“The seawater transfer project, which starts its work in Chaba-har, will deliver water to target-ed cities and industries, eventu-ally reaching northern regions of the country. Progress currently stands at 32% to Zahedan and 18% to Mashhad,” Aliabadi said.Visiting Taftan County as the president’s representative, Ali-abadi also inspected the Taftan gold mine and highlighted the province’s vast economic poten-tial.He noted that key infrastructure projects under the Ministry of Energy involve water recycling and large-scale power genera-tion. Various projects, such as the one expanding the 50-mega-watt wind power plant in the city of Zabol, fall under this cat-egory.“These projects are categorized into short-term and long-term 

plans. For instance, water recy-cling is a short-term goal aimed at ensuring sustainable water use across the province,” the minister added.
Trade development 
initiativesMeanwhile, Mohammadali De-hqan Dehnavi, the head of the Trade Promotion Organization of Iran, highlighted Sistan and Baluchestan’s potential for trade development at another event at 

the province’s Mirjaveh border crossing.He announced ongoing negotia-tions for a free trade agreement with Pakistan and called for studies on establishing addition-al small border markets to boost regional commerce.“Currently, the number of these markets is limited. With proper planning, new markets can be established in Sistan and Balu-chestan to enhance trade oppor-tunities,” Dehqan Dehnavi said.
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These two outcomes are: “a de-crease in the number of coun-tries supporting the resolutions presented each time” and “an increase in the level and extent of Iran’s nuclear enrichment and infrastructure development each time.” Therefore, considering these two clear outcomes, it is ev-ident that their policy of pressure is not bearing fruit, especially since this time the Western parties even squandered an ideal opportunity created by the IAEA director-gen-eral’s proposal due to their irra-tional approach stemming from a lack of understanding of the inter-national situation and the realities of Iran’s nuclear industry.The director-general, with the goal of de-escalating tensions and fostering a spirit of understanding and cooperation that could lead to a resolution of the remaining Safe-guards issues, proposed during his visit that Iran temporarily refrain from increasing its 60% enrich-ment reserves for a short period, thereby creating a window of opportunity for further talks and a resolution of the outstanding Safeguards issues. This proposal was conditional on the under-standing that this measure would be short-lived, lasting no more 

than a month, and would pave the way for resolving the remaining Safeguards issues, without halting production and enrichment at any level, including 60%. Furthermore, it would be followed by reciprocal actions from the IAEA and Europe-an countries. The Islamic Republic of Iran, tak-ing these conditions into account, agreed to the proposal, and it was decided that, if the groundwork was laid after the Board of Gov-ernors meeting, Iran would take concrete actions. Additionally, Iran suggested that, despite the fact that the revocation of the previous inspectors was an absolute right based on Article 9 of the Safe-guards Agreement, four new in-spectors, excluding the previously revoked ones, be introduced by the IAEA for appointment to Iran.The director-general, who was confident in the viability of his idea and initiative, left Tehran at the end of his two-day visit with a sense of optimism, feeling that he was returning to Vienna with a full hand to create a spirit of coopera-tion. During his visit, while touring the Natanz and Fordo enrichment facilities, advanced centrifuges of various types were shown to him, and it was explained that the in-dustrial capacity of thousands of 

installed machines in the country would be immediately activated by injecting gas if the three European countries adopted a confrontation-al approach.Unlike previous trips, the direc-tor-general did not hold a press conference or an interview upon his return from Iran, which is usu-ally different from his interviews in Tehran. While his report still repeated the accusatory issues based on the insinuations of Iran’s enemies, it was significantly better than his previous reports. More-over, Mr. Aparo, his Safeguards deputy, presented a positive tech-nical report to the Board members. All these developments minimized the potential for Western countries to exploit the director-general’s re-port.Despite their best efforts, three Eu-ropean countries and the US tried to flex their muscles by ramping up the number of countries that would vote in favor of the reso-lution, but fortunately, they did not quite hit the mark for reasons already mentioned. In reality, although the director general’s report and his deputy’s technical explanations could not provide the necessary legal and technical basis for tabling the resolution, they still managed to ram it through by 

putting pressure on several coun-tries. The resolution calls on Iran to cooperate on resolving the out-standing Safeguards issues, which has been hindered by a politically motivated approach, and requests the director general to submit a comprehensive report on past and present issues to the Board of Governors “at the latest” by spring 2025. However, what is likely to play out on the ground is that over the next four to six months, with thousands of new centrifuges spinning on-line, Iran’s enrichment capacity will surge, new infrastructure will be built, and other moves will be made that are beyond the scope of this article. As a result, the Western parties that have been trying to roll back Iran’s nuclear program will be faced with a far more extensive and advanced program, both in terms of quantity and quality, which defi-nitely will not make them happy.Our advice to these countries is to move on from their colonial and bullying mentality and enter an era of logic and justice. Iran is not seeking anything beyond its rights, namely the lifting of draconian sanctions and the ability to benefit from a peaceful nuclear industry that contributes to the economy, health, and welfare of its people. 

Our nation will not give in to such oppressive pressure. They need to get a better grasp of the peaceful nature of the Iranian people. The colonial era is over; they need to move beyond 19th-century think-ing to see reality for what it is.The final word is that it is Iran’s right to develop its peaceful nu-clear program, and in principle, no country can be deprived of its rights, especially when it has ac-cepted international mechanisms such as the nuclear Non-Prolifer-ation Treaty and signed the com-prehensive Safeguards Agreement with the IAEA, and has placed all its nuclear activities under the agency’s comprehensive supervi-sion to ensure non-diversion. Iran only wants its rights and nothing more, and it will not back down. Therefore, our advice is for these countries to back down from their arrogant stances and allow the agency to carry out its supervisory and supportive duties as a profes-sional international organization without pressure or threats, in ac-cordance with its statute.There is still time for engagement, cooperation, and abandoning the approach of pressure and threats. Iran, while preparing itself to counter threats, prefers engage-ment over confrontation.
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (C) 

is being briefed on achievements of new 

technology-based firms (NTBFs) during his 

visit to southwestern province of Sistan 

and Baluchestan on November 21, 2024.
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Moreover, the expanded use of iron 
bolstered trade and goods exchange, 
laying the groundwork for the emer-
gence of more advanced and orga-
nized societies. Hence, the Iron Age is 
regarded as a pivotal moment in the 
history of human civilization. This era 
allowed humanity to create new tools 
for warfare and defense, granting sig-nificant power to groups in the face of 
external and natural threats.
Kermanshah’s strategic geographi-
cal location along the Silk Road, as a 
bridge between Eastern and Western 
civilizations, has made it a hub for cul-
tural, commercial, and even military 
exchanges. The iron tools, decorative 
objects, and architectural remains found in this region reflect the tech-
nical and artistic advancements of the 
time.
Due to its favorable natural condi-
tions, Kermanshah has also played a significant role in the production and 
use of iron, including mountains and 
rich mineral resources. The discov-
ery of cemeteries, ancient mounds, 
and industrial sites related to iron 
smelting and tool-making highlights 
the importance of this region as one 
of the centers of Iron Age civilization. 
Evidence shows that Kermanshah has significantly influenced not only the 
region’s history but also the evolution 
of human civilization, making it a trea-
sure trove of Iran’s cultural heritage.
Archaeological excavations in Kerman-
shah have provided valuable insights 

With the onset of the Iron Age and 
the widespread adoption of metal, 
profound changes emerged in the 
lives of early humans. Iron, known 
for its high durability and diverse 
practical applications, became a cru-
cial element in many aspects of life. 
This transformation altered lifestyles significantly while also impacting 
the social, economic, and military 
structures of societies. Iron tools 
enhanced agricultural productivity, 
thereby increasing food production, 
while iron weapons provided tactical 
advantages in warfare, chtn.ir wrote.

into advanced metal industries and 
ironworking in the area. The tools and 
metal objects discovered — includ-
ing weapons, agricultural tools, and 
jewelry — demonstrate the high skill 
and technical knowledge possessed by 
craftsmen during the Iron Age. These 
achievements underscore the thriving 
metal industries and the key role Ker-
manshah played in the broader narra-
tive of human civilization.
Due to its unique geographical posi-
tion, Kermanshah has been vital for 
cultural, economic, and technological 
exchanges. This region lies along es-

sential communication routes between 
East and West and served as a major 
stop on the Silk Road, facilitating in-
teractions among diverse civilizations. 
Findings also indicate that Kerman-
shah was not only a pioneer in the pro-
duction and use of metal tools but also significantly contributed artistically to 
the creation of decorative objects with cultural and ritual significance, estab-
lishing Kermanshah as one of the key 
centers for cultural and civilizational 
development in Iran and beyond.
The people of Kermanshah hold deep and specific beliefs about the profes-
sion of blacksmithing. They view this 

skill as more than just technical art-
istry; it is considered a divine gift and 
a special selection from God. In the 
eyes of the locals, blacksmiths are not 
merely skilled craftsmen but are seen 
as bearers of blessings, sanctity, and 
a unique connection to divine forces.
These cultural beliefs suggest that 
blacksmithing in Kermanshah is not 
only an economic profession but also 
a vital part of the region’s cultural and 
mythical identity, imbued with spiritu-al significance and prestige. This blend 
of history, mythology, and culture sur-
rounding blacksmithing underscores 
its social and cultural importance in 
the community.
Blacksmiths occupy a unique position 
in Kermanshah’s culture and arts; 
many are not only adept in their craft 
but also skilled musicians, particularly 
tambour players. This connection be-
tween blacksmithing and music is es-
pecially evident among ritual tambour 
players in Kermanshah, highlighting 
the deep bond between profession, 
art, and spirituality within this cul-
ture. Kermanshah’s blacksmiths are 
not just craftsmen; they are also custo-
dians of ritual and cultural traditions 
passed down through generations.
The relationship between blacksmith-ing and music reflects the commitment 
of these artisans to preserving and 
transmitting local culture and ancient 
beliefs. The art of tambour playing, 
deeply intertwined with Kurdish ritu-
als and mysticism, has strong roots in 
this region, and blacksmiths play a cru-
cial role in sustaining these traditions.
Another fascinating aspect of black-
smithing in Kermanshah is the use 
of natural wind in the iron smelting 
process. In the mountainous areas 
around Kerend, strong winds are har-
nessed as a natural source for blow-
ing into iron smelting furnaces. The 
historical remains of these furnaces, 
still found in the mountains, show-
case the skill and technical knowledge 
of the local people. By utilizing these 
natural winds, they achieved the nec-
essary temperatures for melting iron, 
demonstrating an advanced level of 

With the onset of the Iron Age and 
the widespread adoption of metal, 
profound changes emerged in the 
lives of early humans. Iron, known 
for its high durability and diverse 
practical applications, became a cru-
cial element in many aspects of life. 
This transformation altered lifestyles significantly while also impacting 
the social, economic, and military 
structures of societies. Iron tools 
enhanced agricultural productivity, 
thereby increasing food production, 

indigenous technology in resource 
utilization for metallurgy.
This innovation, combined with the 
connection between blacksmithing 
and ritual art, paints a comprehen-
sive picture of the skill, ingenuity, and 
cultural richness of Kermanshah’s 
people. These characteristics have 
transformed blacksmithing from a 
mere profession into a fundamental 
element of the region’s historical and 
cultural identity.
Historically, Kermanshah blacksmiths 
were renowned craftsmen, particular-

ly recognized for their weapon-mak-
ing skills. During the Safavid era and 
under Nader Shah, these blacksmiths 
gained fame for their expertise in 
crafting swords, shields, and spears. 
Historical documents indicate that 
Kermanshah blacksmiths played a 
vital role in equipping Nader Shah’s 
army and other rulers. Local narra-
tives also suggest that some black-
smiths were involved in creating 
more complex weaponry, employing 
techniques that remain in the collec-
tive memory of the region to this day.
With the onset of the Pahlavi era and significant social and political changes 
in Iran, the blacksmithing profession 

underwent fundamental transforma-
tions. As the government monopo-
lized weapon production, Kerman-
shah blacksmiths shifted their focus 
to creating practical tools for daily life 
and agriculture. This shift led them to 
develop skills in crafting items such as 
kitchen knives, gardening tools, agri-
cultural equipment like shovels and 
pickaxes, and simple hunting gear.
This adaptation not only illustrated 
the blacksmiths’ ability to respond to 
new conditions but also highlighted the ongoing significance of their craft 

in meeting the everyday needs of the 
community. By preserving this art and 
passing it on to future generations, 
Kermanshah blacksmiths continue to 
be recognized as integral to the cultur-
al and historical identity of the region. 
From crafting weapons in the past 
to producing essential tools in con-
temporary times, this profession has 
played a key role in the lives and econ-
omy of the people of Kermanshah.
The transformation of blacksmithing 
in Kermanshah—from weapon pro-
duction to crafting tools for daily life and agriculture—exemplifies how 
this profession has adapted to socie-tal needs. This evolution reflects the 
blacksmiths’ deep understanding of 
social and economic developments 
and their ability to respond to new 
demands. During this period, black-
smithing became an essential part of 
daily life and agricultural production 
by providing the necessary tools for 
the community.
Today, metal tools remain vital in 
people’s lives, and the craft of pro-
ducing these tools continues to 
thrive. With advancements in tech-
nology and the emergence of sophis-
ticated tools, modern blacksmiths 
blend traditional techniques with 
new innovations to create more pre-
cise and practical items. This conti-
nuity and evolution have established 
blacksmithing as a fundamental pillar 
of production and industry, maintain-
ing its importance in the supply chain 
of human needs.

Spiritual significance  
of blacksmithing  

in Kermanshah
Iranica Desk

Kermanshah, one of the most 
significant centers of civiliza-
tion in Iran during the Iron Age, 
played a crucial role in the de-
velopment and progress of this 
period. Numerous archaeolog-
ical artifacts uncovered in Ker-
manshah from this era attest to 
its rich civilizational history and 
the vital role this region played 

in the context of Iran and the 
wider world.
Aziz Mostafaei, an anthropolo-
gist with a PhD and an expert 
in intangible cultural heritage, 
noted that in the early days, 
when humans began using 
stone to create primitive tools, 
a fundamental transforma-
tion occurred in their way of 
life. These tools, essential for 
hunting, self-defense, and dai-

ly tasks, not only ensured hu-
man survival but also marked 
significant steps toward the 
formation of civilization. This 
newfound capability enabled 
humans to overcome challenges 
from nature, acquire additional 
resources, and develop more 
complex social structures and 
group collaborations, ultimate-
ly leading to further advance-
ments in their lives.
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Challenges to Iranian Capital

President Masoud Pezeshkian 
on Wednesday touched on the 
launch of feasibility studies for 
the relocation of the Iranian 
capital, Tehran, a proposal he 
had put forward in September 
as the only viable solution.
In separate meetings with the 
members of the parliament 
members of Hormuzgan and 
Sistan and Baluchestan prov-
inces, Pezeshkian stated that 
Vice-President Mohammad 
Reza Aref has been tasked with 
overseeing the examination of 
this plan, adding that ignoring 
this issue could lead the coun-
try to face environmental cri-
ses and other various problems 
in the future.
During a visit to an infrastruc-
ture exhibition by the Kha-
tam-ol Anbiya Construction 
Headquarters in September, 
President Masoud Pezeshkian, along with top military offi-
cials, emphasized the neces-
sity of uniting the country’s 
resources to fully implement 
the national development 
plans. He acknowledged the 
challenges facing the country 
and expressed a bold vision: 
“Continued development un-
der the current approach is 
not feasible. We cannot keep 
extracting resources from the 
south, transporting them to 
the center, processing them, 
and then exporting them back 
through the south. This has se-
verely weakened our competi-
tive edge. Our only option is to 
relocate the political and eco-
nomic hub closer to the sea."
The president’s remarks high-
light his concern for Iran’s fu-
ture, particularly its economic 
and environmental sustainabil-
ity. He stressed that Tehran’s 
issues—such as water scarcity, 
subsidence, and air pollution—
cannot be resolved under cur-
rent policies. Instead, relocat-

ing the political and economic 
capital to the south is seen as 
the only viable solution. Impor-
tantly, he recognized that such 
a shift cannot be achieved by 
simply asking citizens to move; 
the government must lead the way, relocating first and set-
ting an example for the nation 
to follow.
President Pezeshkian’s analy-
sis touches on several critical 
points. First, he critiques the inefficiencies of the current 
economic model, which in-
volves transporting resources 
from the south to the cen-
ter, only to export them back 
through the southern ports. 
He argues that relocating the 
economic hub would enhance 
Iran’s competitiveness by 
bringing production closer to 
resources and easing exports, 
leading to economic growth 

and greater public satisfaction.
Secondly, the president made it 
clear that the government must 
spearhead this transition. His 
commitment to a leadership 
role in relocating the capital reflects a serious and practical 
approach to addressing the na-
tion’s major challenges. Collec-
tively, his remarks indicate the 
14th government’s determina-
tion to implement structural 
changes in the country’s polit-
ical and economic landscape.

Challenges in relocating 
the capital
While the relocation plan of-fers potential benefits, it also faces significant challenges. 
One of the most pressing con-cerns is the enormous financial 
cost of moving government in-
stitutions and infrastructure. 
Social, cultural, and security 

issues, as well as the impact on 
Iran’s international relations, 
further complicate the project.
Extensive research across mul-
tiple disciplines—economics, 
sociology, geography, politics, 
and security—is necessary 
to evaluate the feasibility and 
consequences of such a move. 
From an economic perspec-
tive, one of the main advan-
tages of relocating the capital 
to the southern coasts is the 
development of these regions. 
The southern areas, with their 
access to open seas and inter-
national shipping routes, hold 
the potential to become eco-
nomic hubs. This relocation 
could spur the growth of ports, 
transportation infrastructure, 
and free trade zones, contrib-
uting to Iran’s overall economic 
and commercial progress.
Politically, relocating the cap-

ital closer to the southern 
coasts could also strengthen 
Iran’s strategic position. Prox-
imity to the Persian Gulf and 
open waters would enhance Iran’s regional influence, al-
lowing the country to better 
capitalize on its geopolitical 
advantages.

Infrastructure and 
execution challenges
The southern coastlines, de-
spite their potential, face seri-
ous challenges in terms of in-
frastructure. The region lacks 
the major investments needed 
in transportation, energy, and 
technology. Under current 
sanctions, building the neces-
sary infrastructure—such as 
energy facilities and advanced 
digital networks—will not be 
swift or easy.
Additionally, relocating govern-

ment bodies, academic institu-
tions, and cultural centers from 
Tehran to the southern coasts 
may encounter social and cul-
tural resistance. Cities like Teh-
ran have deep historical roots 
and play a central role in Iran’s 
cultural and political identity. 
Moving these institutions could 
disrupt people’s lives and cre-
ate social unrest. Furthermore, 
the country’s outdated bureau-
cratic structures would require 
comprehensive reforms to en-sure the efficient relocation of 
institutions and government 
bodies.
Security is another major con-
sideration. The southern coasts, 
while strategically positioned, 
are vulnerable to new security 
threats due to their proximity 
to the Persian Gulf and open 
waters. Therefore, advanced de-
fense infrastructure and non-mil-
itary security measures must be 
integrated into the planning of 
the new capital.

Social and cultural shifts
Relocating Iran’s political and 
economic heart would lead to 
profound changes in the coun-
try’s social and cultural fabric. 
This shift, while creating new 
opportunities for national de-
velopment, could also reduce 
regional disparities and pro-
mote greater national unity. 
Historically underdeveloped 
southern regions, when given 
more attention, could become 
centers of growth and prosper-
ity, reversing the longstanding 
trend of centralization. Invest-
ment in these regions could 
unlock their human and natu-
ral resources, creating jobs and 
improving living standards. 
This could, in turn, lead to re-
verse migration from the over-
populated central cities back to 
the southern coasts.
Moreover, relocating the cap-

New capital, new era:

Puzzle of relocating capital,  
a step toward development

Strategic affairs 
analyst

Navid Kamali

For decades, the idea of 
relocating Iran’s political 
and economic capital from 
Tehran, located in the heart 
of the central plateau, to 
another region—especially 
the southern coasts—has 
been a recurring topic. This 
proposal stems from the on-
going crises Tehran faces, 
including water shortages, 
excessive population densi-
ty, traffic congestion, and air 
pollution. It also reflects the 
broader geopolitical shifts 
at the regional and global 
levels. The plan aims to har-
ness the untapped poten-
tial of the southern coastal 
regions and fundamentally 
restructure the country’s po-
litical and economic frame-
work.

O P I N I O N

E X C L U S I V E
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A closer look at the water in-
dustry statistics in Tehran re-
veals a “supercritical” water 
situation, largely due to the 
misguided policies governing 
water usage in agriculture and 
industries. According to Man-
agement and Planning Organi-
zation Of Tehran Province, the 
number of deep wells in the 
province has decreased since 
the 2018-2019 water year, but 
shallow wells have seen a 30% 
growth over the past 15 years. 
As a result, the number of shal-

low wells has increased from 
26,707 in the 2007-2008 wa-
ter year to 34,560 in the 2022-
2023 water year. Furthermore, 
the statistics show that due to 
the decline in groundwater 
levels, the amount of water ex-
tracted during this period has 
decreased from approximate-
ly 193 million cubic meters to 
160.8 million cubic meters, a 
15% drop. On the other hand, 
with the increase in the num-
ber of wells in Tehran and 
the decline in groundwater 
levels, the role and number 
of qanats and springs, which 
were once the sole source of 
water supply, have also de-
creased. Additionally, since 
the 2018-2019 water year, the 
discharge of Tehran’s ground-
water resources has remained 
constant, meaning that these 
resources have reached their 
maximum capacity and have 
no excess discharge capaci-
ty. As reported by the Tehran 
Chamber of Commerce’s Eco-
nomic Research Department, 
the increasing pressure on 
underground water resources has led to a significant decline 
in the water level in wells, a 
decrease in water quality, and 
the drying up of some wells, 
springs, and qanats, necessi-
tating the relocation of wells, 
which poses a dangerous risk 
of land subsidence. According 
to the Tehran Province Agri-
cultural Jihad Organization, 
this province contains 1.2% of 
the nation’s agricultural land, 

yielding 7 million tons (6%) 
of the country’s agricultural 
products. The province also 
ranks among the top four in 
the country in the production 
of 14 agricultural and livestock 
products.
It is worth noting that the con-
tinuation of production levels 
also directly depends on the 
preservation of land use, as 
landowners who own unpro-
ductive or low-quality land be-
lieve that obtaining low yields 
from such land is not econom-
ically viable and therefore opt 
to change the land use, either 
legally or illegally, to increase 
their income. As reported by 
the National Land Organiza-
tion, in 2022, Tehran Prov-
ince had the highest number 
of cases of unauthorized land 
use changes. In a province like 
Tehran, where the population 
is increasing, land use pat-
terns are changing. With the 
rise of drought and the decline 
of vegetation cover, the area 
of pastures and agricultural 
lands is decreasing, and we 
will witness a change in the 
use of agricultural lands. In 
fact, climate drought and the 
resulting lack of recharge of 
groundwater aquifers lead to a 
decrease in the area of irrigat-
ed crops, orchards, and fallow 
lands, causing good pastures 
to deteriorate and become 
mediocre or poor, prompting 
farmers to change the land use, 
often illegally. Unauthorized 
changes in agricultural land 

use, in addition to destroying 
agricultural lands, also pose a threat to food self-sufficiency, 
increase unemployment in ru-
ral communities, and lead to 
increased migration from rural 
areas to cities.

Cost of water is not 
genuine
One of the challenges of the 
water crisis in the agricultur-
al sector is that the price of 
water is not realistic. This has 
led to an excessive demand for 
water in agriculture. The sig-nificant difference between 
the economic value of water 
and its current supply price 
has exacerbated the reck-
less extraction of water from 
wells, deepening and drilling 
of unauthorized wells. Water 
is a public and non-excludable 
good, and preventing people from consuming it is difficult 
and costly, both politically 
and socially. The cost of pre-
venting water extraction by 
those who are not authorized 
to do so is usually very high. 
Therefore, water is consid-
ered a non-excludable good. 
The most common approach 
to limiting water extraction 
is to design and implement 
an operational water pricing 
system that makes water use unjustifiable for consumers with low economic efficiency. This approach aims to reflect 
the true value of water and 
encourage responsible con-
sumption, thereby reducing 
waste and promoting sustain-
able use of this vital resource.

Illusion of water 
abundance
Economic water scarcity is 
the result of inadequate or inefficient investment in infra-
structure, leading to improp-
er water distribution among 
different consumer sectors. Insufficient investment in in-
frastructure development can 
result in limited access to clean 
and safe freshwater, even in 
areas where there is no phys-
ical water scarcity. Inadequate 
access to water can be due to 
instability in supplying water 
regularly due to inadequate 
infrastructure or mismanage-
ment of water use.
Water scarcity can also be the 
result of a societal shift, such 
as the prevalence of a con-
sumerist lifestyle and exces-
sive water consumption, and 
behaviors stemming from the 
illusion of water abundance. In 
large cities like Tehran, where significant investments have 
been made to diversify their 
water sources, examples of 
behaviors resulting from the 
illusion of water abundance 
can be observed.

Let’s set aside the slogan 
of self-sufficiency
In many developed countries, 
unlike Iran, industrial water 
consumption accounts for 
40 to 60 percent of total con-
sumption. This means that the 
majority of water consumption 
in these countries is allocated 
to industry, as it has a higher 
added value. In the current 
situation, it might be better to 

set aside some of the slogans of self-sufficiency in all agri-
cultural products and deter-
mine production levels based 
on available water resources. 
Importing certain agricultural 
products is not a sign of de-
pendence, but rather a means 
of managing water resources.

Tehran can no longer 
accommodate new 
population
Currently, Tehran Province 
is home to over 14 million 
people, who require a large 
volume of water for consump-
tion. On the other hand, the 
establishment of a wide range 
of activities in the province has 
led to an increased demand for 
water resources. Given the in-
creasing population of Tehran 
and the decrease in rainfall, as 
well as the urgent need to in-
crease extraction from ground-
water resources, it can be said 
that the province can no longer 
tolerate further population 
growth.
The failure to properly im-
plement land-use planning 
programs has led to uncon-
trolled population growth in 
Tehran Province, particularly 
in the city of Tehran. In addi-
tion to the numerous problems 
caused by population growth, 
providing water for the resi-
dents of the province has be-
come a challenge and is now 
in a state of emergency.

The article first appeared in 
the Persian language Etemad 
newspaper.

Tehran’s water crisis reaches critical levels

Social Desk

A N A L Y S I S

An analysis of the available 
data indicates that Tehran 
Province has entered a state 
of severe water stress. Given 
the stagnant water resources 
and the increasing popula-
tion of the capital, if proper 
and timely management of 
water resources is not imple-
mented, the demand for wa-
ter will inevitably skyrocket, 
leading to a supercritical wa-
ter crisis in the province.
Conditions in Tehran Prov-
ince have gone beyond the 
alarm or warning stage of 
drought and the province has 
entered a dry stage, and the 
continuation of this situation 
has reduced Tehran’s agri-
cultural production capacity 
and made life impossible in 
many parts of the province.

ital could ease the popula-
tion pressure in Tehran and 
other major cities, alleviat-
ing challenges such as air pollution, traffic congestion, 
and resource shortages. By 
distributing the population 
more evenly across the 
country, the government 
could manage resources 
more effectively and reduce 
environmental degradation.

Impact on political 
structure
This shift would also re-
quire a fundamental re-
thinking of Iran’s political 
structure. More than just 
a geographical change, re-
locating the capital could 
prompt a decentralization 
of power, possibly moving 

toward a more federal or 
regional governance sys-
tem. This would promote 
balanced development 
across different regions and 
address internal migration 
issues that have plagued 
Iran for decades.
The relocation of govern-
ment ministries and in-
stitutions to a new capital 
would necessitate legal and 
regulatory adaptations, as 
well as a redistribution of 
resources and opportunities 
across the country. From an 
international perspective, a 
new southern capital would 
bolster Iran’s regional pres-
ence, potentially improving 
political and economic rela-
tions with neighboring Per-
sian Gulf countries, partic-

ularly the [P]GCC members.
However, this historical shift comes with significant 
challenges. It would require 
tens of billions of dollars in 
investments, and successful 
implementation would de-
pend on detailed planning, 
national solidarity, and co-
operation among elites and 
the public.

A Strategic 
opportunity for change
Relocating the political and 
economic capital is a trans-
formative move that could 
enhance Iran’s long-term 
development and strength-
en its regional position. A 
well-thought-out roadmap 
and substantial political, 
social, and economic in-

vestments will be essential 
for success.
Policymakers must ensure 
that the move is meticu-
lously planned to avoid 
new challenges, such as en-
vironmental issues, water 
shortages, or social tensions 
arising from the relocation. 
Without robust security in-
frastructure, the relocation 
could expose Iran to exter-
nal threats. 
In the end, collaboration 
between public and private 
sectors will be key to suc-
cessfully implementing this 
historic project. If properly 
executed, it holds the poten-
tial to reshape Iran’s role in 
the region and foster bal-
anced, sustainable national 
growth.
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Joao off the mark in Reds shirt  

as Persepolis eases into last-16

I could not leave now, says Guardiola after new City deal

Angolan striker Lucas Joao bagged his long-awaited first 
goal in the Persepolis colors as 
the Tehran Reds defeated Mes 
Songun 3-0 at home to head into 
the round of 16 in the Iranian Hazfi Cup.
Having teed up fellow-striker Ali Alipour for the opener in the first 
half, Joao dribbled past a Mes 
defender before his composed 
effort found the bottom corner 
to double the Reds’ lead against 
the second-tier club on the hour 

mark – his most productive per-
formance in 10 games across all 
competitions since signing from Qatari outfit Umm Salal in Sep-
tember.
Masoud Rigi came off the bench 
to seal the victory with a third 
goal three minutes from normal 
time.Next for Spanish Juan Carlos Gar-
rido’s side is a vital away game 
against Qatar Stars League side Al Rayyan in the AFC Champions 
League Elite on Monday.
Sitting ninth in the 12-team table 
of the West Zone with two points, 

Persepolis is yet to win a game af-
ter four rounds of matches in the continent’s flagship club compe-
tition and will have to walk away 
with maximum points against Al 
Rayyan to remain in contention 
for a place in the knockout stage.

AFP – Pep Guardiola has ex-
tended his contract as manager 
of Premier League champions Manchester City for a further two 
seasons, saying Thursday “I could 
not leave now” with the club fac-
ing arguably the toughest period 
of his time at the Etihad Stadium.
There had been speculation the 53-year-old’s City career could be 
coming to an end, with the club 
facing an uncertain future due 
to an ongoing hearing over 115 
breaches of the Premier League’s financial regulations – charges 
they deny completely.City are also currently on a four-
game losing streak in all compe-
titions – the worst of Guardiola’s 
managerial career, excluding 
penalty shoot-outs – although 
they are second in the Premier League, five points behind leaders 
Liverpool.
But reports emerged on Tuesday 
that Guardiola, who took over at City in 2016 and has since won 
a total of 18 trophies across all 
competitions, including six Pre-
mier League titles, would stay.That was despite City’s director of 
football Txiki Begiristain, a close 

ally of Guardiola, having already confirmed his exit at the end of 
the campaign.But with City, on an English re-
cord-breaking run of four suc-cessive top-flight titles, Guardi-ola – who led City to a Premier League, FA Cup and Champions 
League treble in 2023 – said he 
had changed his mind about this 
being his last season at the Etihad.
“I felt I could not leave now, sim-ple as that,” the Catalan boss told 
the club’s media channels.
“Don’t ask me the reason why. 
Maybe the four defeats were the 
reason why and I felt I cannot 
leave. I felt the club still want me 
or had the fact that we were to-
gether and that’s the reason why 
we sign.”

‘Turn the situation’
Guardiola added: “Every time I 
sign the contract, it’s for the last 
two (years) and after I resign the 
contract I say okay the last two 
and still we are here.
“So honestly I think myself, my 
staff and friends, I think we de-
serve to be here. I am sorry to say.
“I am not arrogant to say, but it’s 

the truth. I think we deserve after 
four defeats in a row to bounce 
back and try to turn the situation.
“In that moment, in the period, I 
had the feeling you have to take 
the right decisions for the future 
and I want to take it.”
Guardiola explained while the 
treble represented a “dream come 
true” and four Premier League ti-
tles in a row “amazing”, he still felt he had a job to do to help City hit 
those heights again.
“But you have a past, been lessons 
and mistakes that we have over-
come to arrive in the moment 
where you are more stable and 
more consistent,” he said.
“We have to recover that because 
right now we don’t have it and 
that’s the target we have to do.”
Guardiola, who previously en-
joyed a trophy-laden career as 
a player and coach at Barcelona 
before taking charge of German 
giants Bayern Munich, said in an 
initial club statement: “Manches-ter City means so much to me...I 
have a really special feeling for 
this football club. That is why I am 
so happy to be staying for another 
two more seasons.” 

Guardiola, who thanked the 
club's Abu-Dhabi-based owner 
Khaldoon Al Mubarak, chairman 
Ferran Soriano, Begiristain and 
the fans for their support, ex-
plained: "I have said this many 
times before, but I have every-

thing a manager could ever 
wish for, and I appreciate that 
so much. Hopefully now we can 
add more trophies to the ones 
we have already won. That will 
be my focus."City chairman Khaldoon Al 

Mubarak said: "Like every City 
fan, I am delighted that Pep's journey with Manchester City will 
continue; allowing his dedication, 
passion and innovative thinking 
to continue to shape the land-
scape of the game."

Iranian wrestling sensa-
tion Hassan Yazdani is set 
to change his weight class 
when returning from a 
shoulder injury, his person-
al coach confirmed.
A winner of a national-high 
10 world and Olympic med-
als, the freestyle wrestler 
had to undergo a second 
surgery on his injured 
shoulder in September and 
is expected to be sidelined 
for up to 18 months.
Yazdani, who had been out 
of action for eight months 
with the same problem 
before last June’s Ranking 
Series event in Budapest, 
chased a second Olympic 
gold in Paris in August, but 

had to settle for the 86kg 
silver after being hit with 
the recurring injury during 
a 7-1 loss to Bulgarian Ma-
gomed Ramazanov in the 
final showpiece.
“Hassan has gained some 
weight since the second 
surgery, which is why he 
has decided not to compete 
in the 86kg class again,” 
Hemmat Moslemi told 
Varzesh3, adding: “He will 
surely miss the 2025 World 
Championships as he is 
not willing to rush back to 
wrestling.”
“He will go to Paris [where he 

had the surgery] in three or four 
months to be visited by his 
surgeon and know about 
the timeframe for his full 
recovery,” added the Irani-

an coach.
Iranian fans thought the fi-
nal defeat in Paris was the 
last episode of the 29-year-
old’s storied career but 
Yazdani was quick to reject 
the retirement plan on his 
return from the French cap-
ital as he remains eager to 
collect the coveted ultimate 
prize in the 2028 Los An-
geles Olympics – one that 
will see him overtake tae-
kwondo great Hadi Saei as 
the most-decorated Iranian 
in the history of the Games 
with double golds and sil-
vers apiece.  
A s k e d  w h a t  w i l l  b e 
Yazdani’s future plans, Mos-
lemi said: “As it stands, Has-
san will participate in the 
92kg contests in the 2026 

World Championships, and 
will then move up to the 
97kg category if he decides 
to compete in the Asian 
Games.
“His ultimate goal will be to 
take part in the 97kg class 
in the L.A. Olympics, but we 
should take one step at a 
time,” Moslemi said.
Ya z d a n i  h a d  a l r e a d y 
switched his weight class 
once through his senior ca-
reer, moving from the 74kg 
category to 86kg after win-
ning the Olympic gold in 
Rio 2016, though Moslemi 
insisted: “We should wait 
for him to be visited by his 
doctor to make a full assess-
ment of his body and, most 
significantly, the shoulder 
injury.” 

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Yazdani set for  
weight class switch  
on return from injury 

Iranian Hazfi Cup:

Persepolis striker Lucas Joao celebrates his 

goal during a 3-0 win against Mes Songun 

in the Iranian Hazfi Cup in Tehran, Iran, on 
Nov. 21, 2024.
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Bibi, Gallant wanted

World hails ICC arrest warrants

Most countries in the 
world hailed a decision by 
the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) to issue arrest 
warrants for the Israeli 
prime minister and his 
former defense minis-
ter for “war crimes and 
crimes against humani-
ty” during the regime’s 
13-month onslaught on 
the Gaza Strip, which has 
killed over 44,000 people.
The court said on Thurs-
day that  there were 
“reasonable grounds” to 
believe Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and former defense min-
ister Yoav Gallant were 
criminally responsible 
for acts including murder, 
persecution, and starva-
tion as a weapon of war as 
part of a “widespread and 
systematic attack against 
the civilian population of 
Gaza”.
The ICC also issued an 
arrest warrant for Hamas 
military chief Mohammed 
Deif for alleged “crimes 
against humanity and war 
crimes”. Israel said in Au-
gust that Deif was killed in 
an air strike in southern 
Gaza the previous month.
The decision was met 
with outrage in Tel Aviv, 
which called it shameful 
and absurd. Israeli Trans-
portation Minister Miri 
Regev referred to the ar-
rest warrants as “modern 
anti-Semitism in the guise 
of justice”.

Global reaction
However, most countries 
in the world, including 
the regime’s Western al-
lies, welcomed the ICC 
decision.
EU’s foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell said the 
decision is a binding de-
cision, and all state par-
ties of the court, which 
include all members of 

the European Union, are 
bound to implement its 
decision.“The fight against impu-
nity wherever crimes are 
committed is a priority 
for Belgium, which fully 
supports the work of the 
[ICC]”, Belgium’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs said on 
X.
Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister for Legal and In-
ternational Affairs Kazem 
Gharibabadi called it a 
“major victory” for sup-
porters of the Palestinian 
cause and people.
Hamas resistance group 
welcomed the decision, 
calling it an “important 
step towards justice”.
“[It’s] an important step to-
wards justice and can lead 
to redress for the victims 
in general, but it remains 
limited and symbolic if 
it is not supported by all 
means by all countries 
around the world,” Hamas 
political bureau member 
Basem Naim said in a 
statement.
The Palestinian Authority, 
which governs the occu-
pied West Bank, said, “The 
ICC’s decision represents hope and confidence in 
international law and its 
institutions.”
Austria’s Foreign Minis-
ter Alexander Schallen-
berg called the warrant 

incomprehensible and ludicrous, but his office 
also said as a party to the 
Rome statutes, Austria is 
obliged to implement ICC 
arrest warrants.
“It’s really important that 
everyone abide by inter-
national law,” Canada’s 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said, adding his 
country would abide by 
rulings of international 
courts.
France would act “in line 
with the ICC’s statutes”, 
said Christophe Lemoine, 
spokesman for the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs. 
However, he declined 
to say whether France 
would arrest Netanyahu 
if he came to the country, 
saying it was “legally com-
plex”.
A government spokes-
person in Germany said 
Berlin will “carefully ex-
amine” the ICC’s arrest 
warrants, but will not take 
further steps until a visit 
to the country.
“The Federal Government 
was involved in the draft-
ing of the ICC Statute and 
is one of the ICC’s biggest 
supporters. This position 
is also a result of German 
history,” the spokesperson 
said. “At the same time, a 
consequence of German 
history is that we have a 
unique relationship and 

a great responsibility to 
Israel.”
Italy’s Foreign Minister 
Antonio Tajani said Rome 
would consider how to 
interpret the decision 
and act together with its 
allies. “We support the ICC 
… the court must play a le-
gal role and not a political 
role,” he added.
Jordan’s Foreign Minister 
Ayman Safadi said the 
ICC’s decision must be re-
spected and implemented. 
“Palestinians deserve jus-
tice,” he said.
However, US President Joe 
Biden unsurprisingly said 
in a statement, “The ICC 
issuance of arrest war-
rants against Israeli lead-
ers is outrageous”.
Hungary’s Foreign Min-
ister Peter Szijjarto also 
condemned the ICC deci-
sion, calling it “shameful 
and absurd,” presidential 
spokesperson Zoltan Ko-
vacs reported on X.
More than 44,000 Pales-
tinians have been killed in 
the Gaza Strip as a result 
of Israeli military action 
since the beginning of its 
devastating war on the 
Palestinian territory in 
October 2023. 
Nearly two million Pal-
estinians have been dis-
placed by the Israel’s 
army and face a grave hu-
manitarian crisis.

Iran said Friday it would 
activate a series of “new 
and advanced” centri-
fuges in response to a 
resolution adopted by 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) that 
censured Tehran for what 
the agency called lack of 
cooperation.
The motion at the IAEA 
wa s  p u t  f o r wa rd  by 
France, Germany, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and the Unit-
ed States at the 35-nation 
board of the United Na-
tions nuclear watchdog 
and follows a similar one 
in June.
The resolution — which 
China, Russia, and Burkina 
Faso voted against — was 
carried with 19 votes in 
favor, 12 abstentions, and 
Venezuela not participat-

ing.
The Atomic Energy Or-
ganization of Iran and 
Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
condemned the passing of 
the resolution and said on 
Friday that Iran’s nuclear 
chief Mohammad Esla-
mi had issued orders to 
“initiate the operation of 
a substantial number of 
advanced centrifuges of 
various models”.
The measure, which is 
taken to safeguard Iran’s 
national interests and ad-
dress its growing need for 
civilian nuclear program, 
lies within the framework 
of the country’s rights 
and obligations under 
the Comprehensive Safe-
guards Agreement, they 
said.
The joint statement added 
that “technical and safe-
guards cooperation with 

the IAEA will continue, as 
in the past” and within the 
framework of agreements 
signed by Iran.
The statement said that 
the “non-consensus” mo-
tion was approved under 
the “pressure and insis-
tence” of Britain, France, 
Germany, and the US, de-
spite lacking the support 
of approximately half of 
the 35-member Board of 
Governors.
It noted that the afore-
mentioned states pro-
posed a “politically moti-
vated” resolution against 
the Islamic Republic , 
rather than fostering the 
constructive atmosphere 
established during the 
IAEA Director General Ra-
fael Grossi’s recent visit to 
Tehran.
The IAEA resolution says 
it is “essential and urgent” 

for Iran to “act to fulfill its 
legal obligations”.
The text also calls on Teh-
ran to provide “technically 
credible explanations” for 
the presence of uranium 
particles found at two un-
declared locations in Iran.
In addition, Western pow-
ers are asking for a “com-
prehensive report” to be 
issued by the IAEA on 
Iran’s nuclear efforts “at 
the latest” by spring 2025.
The resolution came just 
as the IAEA’s head re-
turned from a trip to Teh-
ran last week, where he 
appeared to have made 
headway.
In 2015, Iran proved the 
peaceful nature of its 
nuclear program to the 
world by signing a nu-
clear deal with six world 
powers.
However, Washington’s 

unilateral withdrawal in 
2018 and its subsequent 
re-imposition of unilateral 
sanctions against Tehran 

left the future of the deal 
in limbo.
In 2019, Iran started to 
roll back the limits it 

had accepted under the 
agreement after the other 
parties failed to live up to 
their commitments.

In response to IAEA resolution

Iran activating ‘advanced centrifuges’
International Desk 

Leader’s advisor: Negotiation on new 

nuclear deal possible

US vetoing of Gaza cease-fire 
resolution ‘disgraceful’

Anti-Iran rights resolution 

politically motivated: Tehran

Ali Larijani, a senior advisor to the 
Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, said the 
Islamic Republic is ready to negotiate a 
new nuclear deal with the new US ad-
ministration to resolve issues concern-
ing Iran’s nuclear program.
In an interview on Thursday, Larijani 
noted that the Americans say they ac-

cept a nuclear Iran as long as Tehran 
does not move toward a nuclear bomb.
He said that Iran is enriching uranium 
to 60% purity, and it has never sought 
to build a nuclear bomb. The Iranian of-ficial said that if the Americans accept 
Iran’s conditions, they can reach a new 
agreement with Iran. “In any case, this 
is a solution too.”

Iran’s ambassador to the United Na-
tions slammed the US vetoing of a Gaza cease-fire resolution as “dis-
graceful,” urging the UN Security 
Council to put an end to the immunity 
of the Israeli regime.
Speaking at a meeting of the 15-mem-
ber UN Security Council on Thursday, 

Amir Saeid Iravani blamed the “un-
wavering” US support and the “inac-
tion” of the Security Council for Isra-
el’s crimes.
His remarks came as the US on 
Wednesday vetoed a resolution calling 
for “an immediate, unconditional and permanent cease-fire” in Gaza.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman 
censured as politically motivated and 
unjustified the adoption of a resolu-
tion against the Islamic Republic in 
the Third Committee of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly over alleged human 
rights violations.
The draft resolution, approved by a 

vote of 77 in favor, 28 against, and 
66 abstentions on Wednesday, came 
after the committee, providing no 
evidence, accused Iran of the “viola-
tion of its international obligations,” 
and claimed that “respect for human 
rights” had deteriorated in the coun-
try.

International Desk

Mohammad Ali Rajabi

Cartoonist

 IRNA

Benjamin NetanyahuYoav Gallant



irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir Vol. 7705  Saturday, Nov. 23, 2024  100,000 rials  8 pagesIranDailyWeb

 Editorial Dept. Tel

 Address

 ICPI Publisher

 Advertising Dept. Tel/Email

 Website

 Email

 Printing House

+98 21 84711226

208, Khorramshahr Ave., Tehran, Iran

+98 21 88548892-5

+98 21 88500601/irandaily@iranagahiha.com

www.irandaily.ir/newspaper.irandaily.ir

irandaily@icpi.ir

Iran Cultural & Press Institute

 License Holder

 ICPI CEO

 Managing Director

 Editor-in-chief

 Int’l & National Desk

 Economy Desk

 Sports Desk

 Iranica Desk

 Arts & Culture Desk

 Language Editor

Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA)

Ali Motaghian

Ali Kakadezfuli

Mostafa Shirmohammadi

Javad Mohammad Ali, Zohreh Qanadi,  

Ebrahim Beheshti, Amir Mollaee Mozaffari 

Reza Abesh Ahmadlou, Sadeq Dehqan

Amirhadi Arsalanpour

Leila Imeni

Hamideh Hosseini

Mehdi Ebrahim

The Iranian cinema industry broke a 
post-coronavirus record, with four mil-
lion viewers attending movie theaters in 
the month from October 22 to November 
20.
According to reports, the industry sold 
nearly $3 million in the one-month pe-
riod, with 3,954,000 viewers attending 
86,241 screenings. This represents a 
37% increase in sales and a 46% in-
crease in viewers compared to the pre-
vious month, IRNA reported.The top-grossing film of the month was 
‘Pressure Cooker,’ directed by Rambod Ja-
van, which attracted 1,836,000 viewers 
and grossed approximately $1 million.The second-highest-grossing film was 
‘Breakfast with Giraffes,’ directed by So-
roush Sehat, which attracted 1,063,000 
viewers and generated approximately 
$864,000.The third most successful film was the 
animation ‘Woolina and the No Birds,’ 
which attracted 607,000 viewers and 

earned approximately $334,700.
The Iranian motion picture industry 
achieved its best monthly performance 
since the COVID-19 pandemic in the one-
month period due to the release of two popular comedies and notable films in the fields of social and children’s cinema.
It is expected that these records will be 
broken in the current Iranian month 
with the release of the comedy ‘Seventy 
Thirty’ on November 27, which will form a formidable triad between this film and 
the two comedies ‘Pressure Cooker’ and 
‘Breakfast with Giraffes’.
In addition, the cold weather will en-
courage audiences to make more fre-
quent visits to cinemas, ending the cur-
rent relative recession.
The month starting November 21 is usu-
ally one of the best months for Iranian 
cinema and leaves a strong impression on the country’s annual box office. This 
year, there are high hopes that the num-
ber of viewers this month will exceed four million and the annual box office 
will surpass $21.7 million.

Minister warns Iran’s birth rate 
to plummet to all-time low

Iran’s Health Minister Mohammad-Reza 
Zafarqandi issued a stark warning that 
the country’s birth rate is expected to drop below one million for the first time 
in history by the end of the current Ira-
nian year (March 20, 2025). 
This alarming trend has sparked con-
cerns about a demographic crisis, with 
the minister emphasizing the need for a 
national effort to address the issue, IRNA 
reported.
According to Zafarqandi, the total fertil-
ity rate (TFR) declined from 2.01 in 2016 
to 1.66, and if it drops to 1.1, the country 
will be trapped in a demographic crisis. 
He stressed that the current situation is a national crisis that requires a scientific 
approach and collective effort from all 
sectors.
The minister pointed out that many 
Western countries, as well as some Asian 
nations like South Korea and Japan, have 
fallen into a demographic trap, making 
it challenging for them to recover. He 
warned that if Iran falls into this trap, it will be difficult to escape.
Zafarqandi emphasized that addressing 
the demographic crisis requires a com-
prehensive approach, encompassing 
cultural, economic, social, and health 
aspects. 
He called for a national movement to re-

verse the declining trend, which should 
involve all sectors of society.
The minister’s warning comes as the 
country grapples with a rapidly aging 
population and a shrinking workforce. The demographic crisis has significant 
implications for Iran’s economic growth, 
social security, and overall development.
In light of these concerns, Zafarqandi 
urged all relevant authorities to take 
their responsibilities seriously and work 
together to address the demographic cri-
sis. He emphasized that superficial mea-sures will not suffice, and a fundamental 
shift in cultural and social attitudes is 
necessary to reverse the trend.
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