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Greater Opportunity for National Unity

Government’s open arms,  
waiting for a handshake

In line with his national government’s slogan, “the unity government,” President Masoud 
Pezeshkian has met with several political parties and groups. During these meetings, he has 

emphasized the necessity of working together to resolve the country’s issues. Unlike previous periods, it appears 
that this time the electoral rivalries have ceased with the establishment of the new government. Both the president’s 
supporters and opponents have set aside their electoral rhetoric. The government is now focused on addressing the 
needs of the people, and critics have also expressed their willingness to cooperate with the administration.

National Desk

Pezeshkian’s focus on es-
tablishing a national unity 
government and actualiz-
ing it through the forma-
tion of the cabinet and oth-
er governmental bodies, 
including governors and 
general-governors, along 
with his insistence on end-
ing pointless political dis-
putes, has been positively 
received by his electoral 
opponents. Currently, no 
significant tension is evi-
dent between political fac-
tions. The significance of 
this matter becomes even 
clearer when we consider 
that in previous periods, 
electoral rivalries often 
persisted, with winners 
and losers continuing to 
engage with the rhetoric 

characteristic of the elec-
toral rivalry phase.
The current government 
emerged amid escalating 
regional tensions, marked 
by the assassination of Is-
mail Haniyeh in Tehran. 
This period also saw the in-
tensification of the war in 
Lebanon, the assassination 
of Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah 
and Iran’s General Nilfo-
rushan in a Beirut suburb, 
along with military oper-
ations between Iran and 
Israel. During this time, 
Pezeshkian traveled to 
Iraq, Qatar, Turkmenistan, 
Russia’s Kazan (for the BRICS 
summit), and New York (to at-
tend the UN General Assembly).
Despite these pressing 
concerns and numerous 

challenges, the president 
has not overlooked the sig-
nificance of engaging with 
political currents to bridge 
differing perspectives.
Pezeshkian has met with 
various political factions, 
inc luding  the  Reform 
Front, the Islamic Coali-
tion Party, and the Stability 
Front of the Islamic Revo-
lution in Tehran, as well 
as with political activists 
in Mashhad, since the for-
mation of his cabinet on 
August 21. During these 
meetings, he has listened 
to the viewpoints of po-
litical parties and groups, 
clarified the country’s 
situation to them, and ex-
pressed his criticisms of 
their performance.

Talks with Conservatives 
The Islamic Coalition Party, a 
traditional right-wing party, 
supported Mohammad Baqer 
Qalibaf in the first round of 
the 2024 presidential election 
and Saeed Jalili in the second 
round. However, following 
Pezeshkian’s victory, this tra-
ditional conservative faction 
emphasized its commitment 
to supporting the newly-elect-
ed government.
Pezeshkian recently met with 
senior members of the Islam-
ic Coalition Party, where he 
emphasized the necessity for 
national and religious con-
sensus, leveraging the talents 
of all capable individuals, ir-
respective of partisan, ethnic, 
or gender perspectives. He 
also addressed issues such as 
budget deficits, various un-
precedented challenges, par-
ticularly in the energy sector, 

and crises instigated by Israel 
in the region.
During the meeting, the par-
ty members discussed major 
economic issues, livelihood, 
inflation, currency, housing, 
dealing with nurses’ issues, 
and cultural issues, according 
to the secretary-general of the 
party. Asadollah Badamchian 
has stated, “ The president, in 
this meeting, was in favor of 
continuous communication 
with the party. The Islamic 
Coalition Party will fulfill its 
duty in supporting the gov-
ernment. Our meeting was not 
for seeking power or position, 
we have always accompanied 
all governments, never im-
posed anything on any gov-
ernment but cooperated with 
all of them, in general look at 
the fact that even the party’s 
criticism of the government is 
a fair critique.”

Reformists’ appreciation, 
criticism 
The president has had at least 
two meetings with the mem-
bers of the Reform Front’s 
presidium, who were his num-
ber-one supporters during the 
presidential election. In his re-
cent meeting with the Reform 
Front, which was reported on 
November 8, he touched upon 
various issues, including the 
country’s economic problems, 
efforts to create consensus 
and unity, the selection of gov-
ernors, the status of pension 
funds, energy and banking 
imbalances, the government’s 
foreign policy, problems in the 
country’s educational system, 
the need to reform the gover-
nance system, and the impor-
tance of civil society institu-
tions becoming more active.
According to Mohammad Sala-
ri, the Reform Front members 

also discussed the theoretical 
foundations and practical ne-
cessity of achieving consensus, 
increasing unity between the 
people, critics, and dissidents 
with the government, and re-
ducing the gap between the 
government and the people. 
They emphasized the need for 
the president to continue his 
trust-building approach and 
deepen it in relation to the 
system’s institutions, the ne-
cessity of a development-ori-
ented foreign policy, and the 
importance of diplomacy and 
dialogue in international and 
regional relations based on 
national interests. They ex-
changed views on various 
aspects of good governance, 
stressed the need to strength-
en civil society, political orga-
nizations, parties, guilds, and 
reference groups, create secu-
rity for investment and inves-

tors, and emphasized the need 
to fundamentally combat cor-
ruption. They also discussed 
the legacy of imbalances inher-
ited by the government.
The Reform Front thanked 
the president for his efforts 
to lift sanctions, respect for 
people’s privacy, involving mi-
norities, women, and youth in 
the country’s administration, 
lifting Internet filtering, and 
addressing the issue of hijab. 
They also appreciated his ef-
forts to bring up the country’s 
problems with the people.
However, the reformists also 
expressed their criticisms 
during the meeting.  Javad 
Emam, the spokesperson for 
the Reform Front, noted, “We 
told the president that we ful-
ly understand the problems 
and limitations you faced in 
selecting your government 
colleagues, but unfortunate-

ly, these limitations, as well 
as the lack of more suitable 
choices, have resulted in a 
cabinet that is not entirely 
cohesive and strong. We re-
minded the president that 
i t  was expected that  this 
shortcoming in the cabinet 
would be compensated for 
by selecting governors from 
among experienced and suit-
able managers who are in line 
with your goals. You are bet-
ter aware that our intention 
is not necessarily to select 
your colleagues from among 
reformists, but rather the cri-
teria for appointments should 
be ability, conviction, and loy-
alty to your views, as well as 
integrity and honesty. At the 
same time, it is unacceptable 
that some individuals, despite 
having these qualities, are 
eliminated solely due to their 
reformist leanings.”

Hosting electoral rival
The Front of Islamic Revo-
lution Stability, with Saeed 
Jalili its presidential nom-
inee, was a fierce rival of 
Pezeshkian during the 
election period. However, 
the intense competition of 
the past few months did 
not prevent the party from 
meeting with the presi-
dent.
Pezeshkian, during a 
meeting with the party 
members, emphasized the 
importance of unity and 
cohesion, as well as the 
need to engage segments of 
society that are dissatisfied 
and harbor grievances.
He also talked about is-
sues such as injustice in 
the healthcare, economic, 

and education systems, 
avoiding harsh and incor-
rect approaches to social 
issues, and the need for 
dignified and respectful 
behavior towards the peo-
ple.
The members of the front 
also expressed their ap-
preciation for the pres-
ident’s decisive stances 
on reforming ambiguous 
and challenging positions 
during his trip to New York, 
supporting the Resistance 
Axis in response to US and 
Zionist regime threats.
According to Majid Mo-
taqifar, the spokesperson 
for the faction, during the 
meeting, they discussed 
the need for a clear defi-
nition of “national unity”, 

adherence to the law in 
government appoint-
ments, the importance of 
addressing economic is-
sues, exchange rates, pre-
venting instability in the 
stock market, prioritizing 
national production over 
dollar, currency, and gold 
dealings, a principled ap-
proach to the issue of hijab 
and proper implementa-
tion of the law, and social 
issues. During the meet-
ing, it was emphasized 
that the Front of Islamic 
Revolution Stability views 
the government’s success 
as synonymous with the 
success of the Islamic Rev-
olution, and supporting 
the government is deemed 
a duty.

President Masoud Pezeshkian meets with the members of the Islamic Coalition Party in Tehran on Nov. 11, 2024.
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President Pezeshkian (c) poses for a photo with the members of the Reform Front’s presidium in Tehran on Nov. 7, 2024.
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