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Scenic and cultural highlights of 
Larestan in Fars Province
Larestan, situated in Fars Province, is one of Iran's 
captivating southern cities, distinguished by its 
unique charm and character. The city attracts nu-
merous visitors, both Iranians and international 
travelers, drawn by its rich tourist attractions. With 
a warm and dry climate, Larestan is adorned with 
lush palm groves and an intricate network of water 
reservoirs, which not only enhance its beauty but 
also contribute to its culinary culture. 
Larestan is a city where history, culture, and natural 
beauty converge, making it a fascinating destina-
tion for those eager to explore the southern charm 
of Iran.
Geographically, Larestan shares borders with Darab 
and Jahrom to the north, Firuzabad and Kangan in 
Bushehr Province to the west, and Lamerd and Ger-
ash, as well as Hormozgan Province, to the south. 
Located 806 meters above sea level, Larestan enjoys 
an average annual temperature of 23°C and receives 
approximately 203mm of rainfall each year. The cli-
mate is characterized as warm and dry, with mild 
winters and very dry summers, making the best sea-
sons for visiting the city fall, late winter, and early 
spring, destinationiran.com wrote.

Historical significance
Larestan's historical significance dates back to 
the Sassanid period when it served as a vital cen-
ter for the construction of fire temples. By the 
late 14th century, it became a hub of mintage, 
with its coin widely circulated across the Persian 
Gulf and Indian coasts. During the Safavid era, 
Larestan emerged as an important city in south-
ern Fars Province, with roots tracing back to 
the time of Gorgin, an Iranian hero. The ancient 
roads that connected Firuzabad and Estakhr to 
Siraf Port and the south reflect the rich cultural 
and civilizational heritage of the region from the 
pre-Islamic era.
Today, the town of Lar, the center of Larestan, 
is divided into two sections: the old town and a 
newer area built after the earthquake of 1960, 
connected by a highway and situated just six ki-
lometers apart.

Cisterns
Larestan is also known for its ingenious cisterns, such as Dahan 
Shir — an architectural marvel resembling a lion's mouth — and 
a network of qanats. These structures, built to combat the region's 
intense summer heat, are not only functional but also serve as 
beautiful monuments. The traditional architecture of Larestan is 
exemplified in over 1500 unique water reservoirs, designed to col-
lect and transfer rainwater.

Pir-e Sorkh Tomb
Located southwest of the 
old town of Lar, the Pir-e 
Sorkh Tomb is a Safavid-era 
monument adorned with 
intricate paintings and an-
cient stonework, adding to 
its historical tapestry.

Azar Faranbagh Fire Temple
Standing at an impressive height of approximately 20 meters, the Azar Faranbagh Fire Temple is sit-
uated en route to Kariyan village, from Harm village in the Juyom District. This significant monument 
lies 42 kilometers southwest of Juyom, at the midpoint between Siraf Port and Darabgerd. Recognized 
as one of the largest and most prominent temples in Iran during the Sassanid era, the Azar Faranbagh 
Fire Temple was a crucial site. For followers of Zoroastrianism, this temple holds profound historical 
and spiritual significance, making it a must-visit attraction for those interested in ancient Persian 
beliefs and heritage.

Salt domes
The remarkable salt domes in the region are yet another geological wonder, formed by the accumulation of salt 
deposits over millions of years. These impressive structures have risen to the earth’s surface and continue to grow 
over time. The salt domes are enriched with a variety of mineral deposits, including sulfur, uranium, iron, sulfate, and 
granite, reflecting the geological diversity of the area. These formations not only contribute to the striking landscape 
but also present opportunities for scientific study regarding the earth's historical climate and geochemical processes.

Museums
To provide deeper insights into the culture and customs of Lar-
estan’s inhabitants, several museums have been established. Nota-
ble among them are the Anthropology Museum, located in Neshat 
Garden, as well as the Anthropology Museum of Evaz and the An-
thropology Museum of Karishki village in Beyram district. These 
museums are invaluable resources for visitors looking to enrich 
their understanding of the city’s heritage

Caravanserais
In the old town 
of Lar, remnants 
of caravanserais 
from various pe-
riods, particularly 
the Safavid era, can 
be found. Among 
these, Golshan and 
Motamed caravan-
serais stand out, 
situated within the 
historic complex 
of Lar and its old 
neighborhoods.

Tomb of Nader Shah's Mother
A must-visit landmark, the Tomb of Nader Shah's Mother is one of 
Iran's national heritage sites, dating back to Islamic times. Perched on 
a high mound, this monument is visible from all entry and exit points 

of the city and is located near the historic Ejdeha Peykar Castle. Its 
construction features stone elements from the Timurid and Safavid 
periods, adding to its historical significance.

Qeysarieh Bazaar
The Qeysarieh Bazaar in Lar is a vi-
brant hub that showcases the archi-
tectural brilliance of ancient Iranian 
design. Dating back 1300 years, this 
bazaar reflects a diverse array of ar-
chitectural styles from the pre-Safavid 
to the Qajar periods. Its chaharsuq de-
sign is particularly noteworthy. Cul-
tural heritage experts suggest that the 
architects of the Vakil Bazaar in Shiraz 
and the Qeysarieh Bazaar in Isfahan 
drew inspiration from this historical 
marketplace.

Neshat Garden
Dating back to the Afsharid era, Neshat Gar-
den occupies one hectare in the old town of 
Lar. This garden has served as a significant 
headquarters since the Safavid era, offering a 
glimpse into the region's historical landscape.

Shah Abbasi Bridge
Another striking landmark near Lar is the Shah Abbasi Bridge, a remarkable ex-
ample of historical architecture that remains in relatively good condition. Though 
some attractions are located outside the city, the journey to this bridge is well 
worth the drive. Dating back to the era of Shah Abbas I, the bridge measures about 
20 meters in length and stands five meters high. It gracefully spans the Shur River, 
showcasing the ingenuity of Persian engineering. Unfortunately, remnants of the 
original bridge were largely destroyed during the construction of a new concrete 
bridge, highlighting the challenges of preserving historical structures in the face 
of modernization.

Hormoud Protected Area
The Hormoud Protected Area is an-
other important attraction that draws 
many visitors to the region. Nestled 
between Fars and Hormozgan provinc-
es, this protected area encompasses a 
vast expanse of 201,625 hectares. It is 
recognized for its unique habitat con-
ditions, making it a significant site for 
research and exploration of diverse 
plant and animal species, particularly 
the mouflon, which thrives in the trop-
ical ecosystems. The richness of biodi-
versity and the opportunity for ecolog-
ical study make Hormoud a captivating 
destination for nature enthusiasts and 
researchers alike.


