Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA)

Ali Motaghian

Ali Kakadezfuli

Mostafa Shirmohammadi

Javad Mohammad Ali, Zohreh Qanadi,
Ebrahim Beheshti, Amir Mollaee Mozaffari
Reza Abesh Ahmadlou, Sadeq Dehqgan
Amirhadi Arsalanpour

Leila Imeni

Hamideh Hosseini

Mehdi Ebrahim

+98 21 84711226

208, Khorramshahr Ave., Tehran, Iran

+98 21 88548892-5

+98 21 88500601 /irandaily@iranagahiha.com
www.irandaily.ir/newspaper.irandaily.ir

irandaily@icpi.ir

Iran Cultural & Press Institute

Iran
Daily

|| > irandaily.ir | newspaper.irandaily.ir

@ IranDailyWeb

Vol. 7719 © Tuesday, Dec. 10,2024~ 100,000 rials

8 pages

( Arts & Culture Desk )

The 18th edition of the Iran Interna-
tional Documentary Film Festival, Ciné-
ma Vérité, began, December 8, 2024, at
Tehran’s Charsu Cineplex.

The festival aims to spotlight a new
generation of documentary filmmakers,
as stated by its secretary, Mohammad
Hamidi-Moghadam, during the opening
ceremony.

Hamidi-Moghadam emphasized the
festival’s commitment to bold and de-
manding storytelling, asserting, “Ciné-
ma Vérité has always been a seeker and
a brave platform, never aiming for neu-
tral documentary cinema.”

In a poignant tribute, he dedicated the
festival to the people of Gaza, who have

faced relentless attacks for over a year.
“We are starting this 18th edition with
a film about these people, and I see our-
selves alongside them,” he remarked.
He elaborated on the festival’s role as
an observer in a chaotic world, high-
lighting that it would showcase films
reflecting the complex realities faced
by people globally.

This year’s festival will run through De-
cember 15, Irandocfest.ir.
Hamidi-Moghadam reiterated the fes-
tival’s mission, stating, “We have not
pursued neutral documentary cinema
and have valued young filmmakers,
resulting in the birth of a fresh gener-
ation whose works you will witness in
this edition.”

He also acknowledged the contribu-

-

y

tions of veteran filmmakers, expressing
gratitude for their enduring influence
on Iranian documentary cinema.

He assured attendees that the nation-
al section of this year’s festival would
present straightforward narratives. “We
trust filmmakers to provide fair cri-
tiques. The works in this edition strive
to shed light on our world,” he added,
expressing appreciation for the docu-
mentarians who have kept the spirit of
this cinema alive. One of the festival’s
primary objectives is to draw attention
from policymakers towards the signifi-
cance of documentary filmmaking.

In a message conveyed to the festival,
Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance, Abbas Salehi, praised Ciné-
ma Vérité as a unique opportunity to

With focus

on bold,
pro-Palestinian
storytelling

showcase diverse perspectives and nar-
ratives from documentary filmmakers.
He noted, “Documentary cinema serves
as a medium for presenting the truth
and reflecting the world directly, play-
ing an unparalleled role in enhancing
our understanding of culture, history,
and society.”

Salehi highlighted that the festival pro-
vides a platform for voices that often
get lost in daily life, encouraging society
to reflect on pressing domestic and in-
ternational issues. “Cinéma Vérité sym-
bolizes the valuable efforts of Iranian
filmmakers in the documentary arena,
acting as a bridge between audiences
and the complex world we inhabit,” he
commented.

He lauded the creativity, commitment,

and awareness of the documentary
filmmakers participating in this year’s
festival, asserting that their works open
new windows to the real world.

Tehran event blasts Israel’s ‘sheer savagery’
toward children in Gaza, Lebanon

The Iranian capital has hosted an in-
ternational artistic event held in sup-
port of children in the Gaza Strip and
Lebanon, who have been hit by more
than a year of markedly intensified and
deadly Israeli aggression, denouncing
the regime’s “sheer savagery” toward
the minors.

Titled ‘We Do Not End, the event went
underway in Tehran on Monday, with se-
nior officials, other personalities and ex-
perts in attendance, Press TV reported.
The event was held in cooperation
with more than a dozen people-based
organizations, the national network of
non-governmental humanitarian bod-
ies, and Iran’s Institute for Intellectual
Development of Children and Young

Adults.

Addressing the occasion, Gholam-Hos-
sein Darzi, director-general of the For-
eign Ministry’s Sustained Development
and Environmental Department, noted
that tens of thousands of people had
been killed as a result of the Israeli re-
gime’s 14-month-old genocidal war on
Gaza and escalation against Lebanon.
He said that women and children com-
prised “more than 70 percent” of the
fatalities.

Darzi considered the Israeli atrocities
that have been taking place in full view
of members of the international com-
munity to be perfect examples of “geno-
cide, war crimes, and crimes against
humanity”

The sheer extent of the casualties and
destruction caused by the genocide in
Gaza “serves as a clear indicator of a
calculated conspiracy aimed at bring-
ing about the destruction of a nation
through causing its forced displace-
ment from Palestine,” the official said.
“Besides amounting to an affront to hu-
manity, the volume of savagery serves
as complete disregard for [various] val-
ues, norms, civilizations, and the foun-
dational principles of the international
law, especially the humanitarian inter-
national law.”

( Social Desk )

As Iran faces a significant reduction
in rainfall, with a noted 23% drop
nationwide and only 20% capacity in
Tehran’s reservoirs, officials are urg-
ing immediate water management
reforms to avert further crises.

In a stark warning about the state of
water resources in Iran, Isa Bozorg-
zadeh, spokesperson for the Water
Industry, announced that rainfall has
decreased by approximately 23%
since the current water year began
on September 22, 2023.

He emphasized that Tehran’s res-
ervoirs are only 20% full, with the
capital receiving just 48 millimeters
of precipitation so far, falling short of
the normal 58 millimeters by 17%.
During a televised report, Bozorg-
zadeh stated, “We are experiencing
a dry autumn,” and emphasized that
the current national rainfall stands
at about 35 millimeters, which is sig-
nificantly lower than typical averages
for this time of year.

He further explained that Iran’s aver-
age water resources are about one-
third of the global average, which
presents unique challenges for the

Severe water shortages in Tehran
as rainfall plummets by 23%

country, particularly in urban ar-
eas like Tehran that also depend on
surrounding regions for their water
supply.

The spokesperson provided a broad-
er overview of the national water sit-
uation, noting that this year’s reser-
voirs have received 3.70 billion cubic
meters of water, a 2% decrease from
the same period last year.

He pointed out that the total water
volume in the country’s reservoirs
currently stands at 22.66 billion cu-
bic meters, reflecting a 12% improve-
ment compared to last year’s figures.
In Tehran specifically, the five main
reservoirs collectively hold around
373 million cubic meters of water,
with individual capacities report-
ed as follows: The Amir Kabir Dam
holds 63 million cubic meters (35%
full), the Latiyan Dam holds 25 mil-
lion cubic meters (34% full), the Lar
Dam has 24 million cubic meters (3%
full), the Taleqan Dam contains 239
million cubic meters (54% full), and
the Mamlou Dam has 34 million cu-
bic meters (14% full).

Bozorgzadeh stressed the urgent
need for improved water consump-
tion management, stating, “We are

facing a water crisis in Tehran... If we
do not manage our consumption, we
could harm public welfare.”

He reiterated the importance of re-
ducing groundwater extraction to
prevent further degradation of wa-
ter sources, warning that unchecked
usage could lead to increased desert-
ification and land subsidence.

In alignment with these challenges,
Bozorgzadeh outlined the Ministry
of Energy’s plans to reform water
governance through institutional
changes and enhanced community
participation.

He stated, “We must reduce the role
of government in water manage-
ment,” advocating for a shift towards
empowering local water organiza-
tions and the private sector.
Moreover, Mohsen Ardakani, man-
aging director of Tehran Water and
Wastewater Company, echoed these
concerns at a conference evaluating
the performance of water-related
companies in the region.

He noted the unprecedented drought
conditions over the past five years
and highlighted the importance of
collaborative efforts among staff to
navigate the ongoing water crisis.

Opportunities lie hidden...

Regarding the international and
regional situation arising from
Page1 > these develop-
ments, Iran is
closely monitoring the condi-
tions and changes taking place
in Syria. Based on how the sit-
uation evolves, Iran will act in
the interest of the people, the
system, and the country.
Iran will continue on its path
based on its fundamental prin-
ciples and strategies, which it

has consistently articulated and
adhered to. Similar events have
occurred in the past, and this sit-
uation will also pass soon. How-
ever, Iran assures that no aspect
of these developments can pose
a threat to Iran.

When we review Iran’s previ-
ous experiences over the past
45 years since the victory of the
Islamic Revolution and exam-
ine events similar to the recent
changes in Syria, we find that

Iran has consistently made the
best decisions and continued on
the most favorable path.

Our national hero, General Qas-
sem Soleimani, famously stated,
“Sometimes, within threats lie
opportunities that do not exist
within opportunities themselves.”
Therefore, be assured that in the
developments that have occurred
in Syria, Iran will make the best
decisions. If some enemies be-
lieve that the current situation in

Syria poses a threat to Iran and
may cause harm, they are mis-
taken; they are far too small to be
considered a threat to us.

Our enemies have experienced
Iran’s strength during the eight
years of the Sacred Defense
(1980-1988), and they have tested
Iran’s heroes and defenders in
various arenas. They have real-
ized that when Iran’s name and
its interests and security are at
stake, Iranians stand firm with

all their might. Hence, I empha-
size that Iran’s power will neu-
tralize any threat, and the dig-
nity and pride of Iranians will
not allow any movement from
enemies that could inflict even
the slightest harm to the people
and the country.

During the eight-year war, it
was universally acknowledged
that the entire world, including
Western and European coun-
tries, supported Saddam’s re-

gime, while Iran relied solely
on its brave and valiant youths.
Despite having minimal military
resources, we achieved a signifi-
cant victory. Today, however, the
situation is entirely different,
and Iran possesses the most ad-
vanced military equipment. We
have substantial experience in
defensive technologies and mil-
itary training, and day by day,
Iran’s dignity and power will
continue to grow.



