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Biden Reneges on Pledge, Pardons Own Son

Indeed, there are two defining 
qualities that every American 
president must possess in order 
to fulfill their duties and respon-
sibilities. They must be able to lie 
with an almost pathological ease, 
and they must be content to order 
others to kill without pause or a 
scintilla of remorse.
Presidents lie about war. They lie 
about peace. They lie about ne-
gotiating “truces”. They lie about 
“intelligence” produced by spy 
services whose business is de-
ceit. They lie about bridging the 
schism between rich and poor. 
They lie about protecting “inno-
cents” at home and abroad. They 
lie about preventing the planet 
from burning into extinction.
They lie about pardons. They lie 
when they place their hand on a 
bible and swear to “preserve, pro-
tect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States”. The biggest 
lie of all is when they reassure 
“the American people” — again 
and again — that they will, with-
out fail, tell the truth.
Which raises a necessary ques-
tion: Why do they lie?
They lie to convince the gullible 
that presidents are “peacemak-
ers” who oppose war rather than 
fuel conflict with money and 
arms.
They lie to obscure the fact that, 
as president, their principal ob-
ligation is to serve the parochial 
interests of the few at the debili-
tating expense of the many.
They lie to promote a myth that 
America is a symbol of hope and 
freedom in order to deny the his-
torical record that US president 
after president has been the un-
repentant architect of loss and 
suffering on an almost incom-
prehensible scale across this ev-
er-turbulent world.
Biden’s eager complicity in the 
genocide being perpetrated with 
such ferocious and lethal efficien-
cy in the desolate remnants of 
Gaza and the occupied West Bank 
is more convincing evidence of 
America’s defining and anti-hu-
man past, present, and, no doubt, 
future.
America’s 46th president has 
passed the litmus test that every 
president must pass. Biden has 
proven throughout his septic ten-
ure as president that he has, all 
along, had the right stuff all right 
to be commander-in-chief.
And, like many other presidents 
who preceded him and are, of 
course, destined to follow him, 
Biden will have a shrine — eu-
phemistically known as a presi-

dential library — built in his hon-
our to celebrate his facility to lie 
and kill.
So, the duelling camps on what 
constitutes the “right” and “left” in 
America who, on one hyperbolic 
side, are excoriating Biden for his 
hypocritical assault on the “rule of 
law” and, on the other sentimen-
tal wing, are defending the presi-
dent’s understandable act of love, 
are both guilty not only of naive-
te but a glaring double standard 

which confirms their profoundly 
unserious natures.
Biden’s detractors wail like col-
icky babies that he has reneged 
on a solemn pledge not to grant 
his second, troubled son clemen-
cy because they were convinced 
of this president’s once-uncom-
promising fidelity to the “norms” 
that gird the American democrat-
ic “experiment”.
This may come, I suspect, as a 
revelation to these starry-eyed 

chumps, but the pampered and 
powerful elites in Washington 
D.C. and beyond — who dictate 
the terms and conditions of the 
American “experiment” — have 
never had to abide by any of your 
fictive “norms”.
There are an exculpatory set of 
rules for the governors and a de-
cidedly different set of incriminat-
ing rules for the governed.
Exhibit A: Not one of the grinning 
nest of Wall Street plutocrats who 

engineered the sub-prime mort-
gage racket that triggered the near 
collapse of the rigged US economy 
and caused such grief and hard-
ship among “Main Street” Ameri-
ca were held to even a perfunctory 
measure of account.
Instead, they were handed gold-
en, life-time-do-not-go-to-Rikers 
tickets and bailed out by the le-
gion of “blue-collar” American 
taxpayers whom they damaged, 
often beyond repair.
Not surprisingly, they were abet-
ted on this rule-of-law defacing 
score by a succession of compli-
ant presidents. In happy league 
with their grateful Wall Street pa-
trons and donors, not one sitting 
president has ever been charged, 
let alone convicted and jailed, like 
millions of their much less fortu-
nate “fellow citizens”.
God-fearing, law-abiding, Boy 
Scouts all.
I suggest the “I’m shocked, 
shocked that the president lied” 
crowd take out a tissue and dab 
their embarrassing spigot of croc-
odile tears.
As for The Washington Post col-
umnist and his like-minded breth-
ren on CNN and MSNBC who 
chafed at Papa Biden’s U-turn 
but gave him credit for saving his 
kid from an unpleasant fate since 
that’s what any father would do, 

apparently these maudlin apolo-
gists require reminding that poor, 
little Hunter is a 54-year-old mar-
ried man who ought to be respon-
sible for his illicit actions and his 
pop is the president of the United 
States.
The scales of justice aren’t blind 
when your dad can lift the blind-
fold and take a good, long peek at 
the accused in the dock to find out 
whether they are related to you or 
not.
Papa Biden should spare an 
ounce of his mercy for the deserv-
ing victims of the “miscarriages 
of justice” that are rife in Ameri-
ca’s unsparing “judicial system,” 
which routinely imprisons the 
poor, minorities, non-violent of-
fenders, and the innocent, who, 
in many outrageous cases, face 
the death penalty.
Towards that — dare I say it — 
just end, Biden better carve out 
some time during his dwindling 
days in office to call the Innocence 
Project — a group of honourable 
volunteers who work hard to 
free the condemned — and seek 
its advice on who he should par-
don next. That might temper the 
shameful stain on the “truth” and 
“justice” he has left behind.

The article first appeared on  
Al Jazeera.

President Joe Biden’s pardon of his son 
Hunter Biden was inevitable and inevi-
tably controversial. Hunter Biden is the 
quintessential nepotism baby, the recip-

ient of privileges such as being appoint-
ed to the board of Burisma, a Ukrainian 
energy company. Burisma paid him 
$50,000 per month for doing nothing 

other than existing with the last name 
Biden. The younger Biden was the butt 
of jokes for years, a cocaine addict who 
somehow managed to never have any 

interaction with the criminal justice 
system and who achieved nothing 
without an assist from his father. He 
lamented having to give up his lucra-

tive lobbying business after his father 
became Barack Obama’s running mate. 
“Dad joined the Obama ticket, and I had 
to find new work.”

Papa Biden a liar,  
American justice a lie

Papa Joe Biden is a blatant liar and the embod-
iment of a perverse lie that sustains America’s 
phantom democracy.
Only the familiar stable of wind-up partisans who 
appear on US cable news networks and silly naifs 

who cling to the fantastical idea that America is a shining-city-on-a-hill model 
of liberty, equality, and fraternity would deny the essential truth of that blunt 
opening sentence.
That is why the overwrought brouhaha over Papa Biden’s predictable volte-face to 
pardon his wayward son after insisting that he would not exercise his prerogative 
to wave a presidential wand and erase Hunter’s criminal convictions, strikes me 
as missing a larger and obvious point.
All presidents lie. It is the American way. It always has been. It always will be.
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Problem with Joe, Hunter
The outrage surrounding President Biden’s pardon of his son Hunter Biden is not just about clemency for the relatively minor charges he was facing. The younger Biden has 
lived a life of great privileges, all granted to him by his father, who is equally undeserving of his own success. Fortunately, the two corrupt mediocrities will soon fade away and 
the public will be spared from watching them fail upward.
“If you have a piece of crack cocaine, no bigger than this quarter that I’m holding in my hand, one quarter of one dollar, we passed a law through the leadership of Senator 
Thurmond and myself and others. A law that says you’re caught with that, you go to jail for five years. You get no probation. You get nothing other than five years in jail, judge 
doesn’t have a choice.”
— Senator Joe Biden in 1991
“Dear Hunter, thank you for inviting me to D.C. and giving an opportunity to meet your father and spent [sic] some time together.”
— Vadym Pozharsky, Burisma executive

US President Joe Biden (L) and his son Hunter Biden in April 2024
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Joe Biden (front-L) is joined by his family, including his son Hunter Biden (front-R), as he takes the oath of office as President of the United States on January 20, 2021.
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The scales of justice aren’t 
blind when your dad can 
lift the blindfold and take 
a good, long peek at the 
accused in the dock to 
find out whether they 
are related to you or not. 
Papa Biden should spare 
an ounce of his mercy for 
the deserving victims 
of the “miscarriages of 
justice” that are rife in 
America’s unsparing 
“judicial system,” which 
routinely imprisons the 
poor, minorities, non-vi-
olent offenders, and the 
innocent, who, in many 
outrageous cases, face the 
death penalty.


