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Ancient city of Gur; a heritage of Sassanid Era

( Iranica Desk

Historical
significance
The ancient city of Gur,
along with its surviving
structures, has provided
invaluable insights into the
culture and architecture of
the Sassanid Empire in an-
cient Iran. It served as the
first capital of the Sassanid
dynasty and is recognized
as the first circular city in
Iran. Despite extensive ar-
chaeological excavations in
various parts of the area,
Gur still holds consider-
able potential for further
exploration. This article
aims to introduce the an-
cient city of Gur and share
key information about
its historical significance,
IRNA wrote.

Historically, Gur was one
of the most prosperous
cities in Iran and the cen-
ter of Ardashir Babakan’s
rule. The geometric layout
of the city reflects its mili-
tary design during ancient
times. During the Achae-
menid era, Gur thrived
with robust fortifications
that made it virtually im-
penetrable to enemies. No-
tably, even Alexander the
Great, during his devastat-
ing invasion of Iran, found
no way to breach this an-
cient city and ultimately
redirected a river to flood
it instead. Although Gur’s
prominence waned during
the Parthian period, it ex-
perienced a revival follow-
ing Ardashir Babakan’s
victory over ArtabanusV,
the last king of the Parthi-
ans. Under Ardashir’s
orders, the city was
rebuilt in 224 CE,
with new struc-
tures erected,
restoring its
significance.

Strategic role of Gur
in trade

An important aspect of
the ancient city of Gur is
its strategic location along
the trade route connect-
ing China and India to
Rome and the port of Sir-
af, which significantly con-
tributed to its commercial
prosperity. The city flour-
ished until the final days of
Sassanid rule, after which
it faced devastation fol-
lowing the Arab invasion
of Iran.

Under Arab rule, Gur was
governed by officials ap-
pointed by the Arab lead-
ership. With the rise of the
Buyid dynasty, Fars once
again became a royal seat.
Under the direction of Ad-
hud al-Dawlah Deylami,
the city of Gur was rebuilt.
However, information
about the tumultuous his-
tory of Gur, or Firuzabad,
during the 7th and 8th
centuries AH is limited;
by the end of this period,
Gur began to decline. Sub-
sequently, a village named
Deh Koushk was estab-
lished nearby, retaining
this name even during the
Qajar dynasty. This village
is considered the first nu-
cleus of present-day Firu-
zabad.

Archaeological
discoveries

Although Gur was the
residence of many kings
throughout history, ap-
proximately 40% of the
pottery discovered in
the city dates back to

the Sassanid era. The
abundance of artifacts
from this historical
period underscores

the glory and pros-
perity of Gur during

the Sassanid dynasty. Af-
ter the Sassanid period,
many buildings and in-
frastructures in Gur were
destroyed by subsequent
rulers due to cultural and
religious differences. One
of the most significant fea-
tures of this ancient city
was its innovative water
supply system, developed
by the Sassanids, which
facilitated agricultural ex-
pansion and trade, contrib-
uting to Gur’s economic
prosperity for many years.
The ancient city of Gur is
recognized among Iran’s
national heritage sites.
It, along with eight other
Sassanid sites in the re-
gions of Firuzabad, Bis-
hapur, and Sarvestan, was
registered as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site during
the 42nd session of the
UNESCO World Heritage
Committee. The archae-
ological sites included in
this designation highlight
the political and ritual
significance of Gur in an-
cient Iran. Numerous
pottery artifacts have

been uncovered during ar-
chaeological excavations,
with nearly half attribut-
ed to the Sassanid period.
Due to the destruction of
many ancient structures
in Firuzabad, a detailed
examination of them is
currently not feasible.
Archaeologists, relying
on existing evidence and
comparisons with other
nearby sites, have provid-
ed interpretive insights.
Excavations in Gur have
been conducted over time
by both Iranian and Ger-
man archaeologists. The
most significant remains
in the ancient city are
found in its central circle,
which was once the royal
area.

Distinctive features
Gur was designed
in two distinct
sections
and fea-

tured only two main inter-
secting streets. The central
part of the city housed the
main buildings belonging
to courtiers and close asso-
ciates of the government,
while the outer areas were
occupied by the general
populace. In the eastern sec-
tion of Gur, there are irregu-
lar pits protected by walls,
believed by experts to have
served as pools in the past.
The southern part of the
city shows evidence of small
houses and pottery from the
Sassanid period, suggesting
the presence of an ancient
village.
The first structure in the
center of Gur is the tower
known as Milo Minaret,
which
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has largely been destroyed
over time. Another notable
building, referred to as the
Takht Neshin, is thought
to have been a fire tem-
ple. This building, much
of which is also in ruins, is
located 100 meters south-
east of Milo Minaret, where
archaeologists have discov-
ered remnants of a stone
gate and tiled flooring.

In 2005, a significant dis-
covery was made by Pro-
fessor Dietrich Hoff, a Ger-
man archaeologist, when
he uncovered an observa-
tory in Gur. This circular
structure, built from mud
bricks, is considered one
of the oldest observato-
ries in Iran, reflecting the
advanced astronomical
knowledge of the Sassan-
ids. The observatory has
a diameter of 6.5 meters,
with twelve markings on
its walls indicating instru-
ments for observing celes-
tial bodies and platforms
for graphical displays.

The gates of the ancient
city of Gur exhibit strong
similarities to the entranc-
es of Persepolis, and their
colorful decorations high-
light the Sassanid pref-
erence for vibrant archi-
tectural styles. The gates,
named Mehr, Bahram,
Hormoz, and Ardashir, are
located to the east, west,
north, and south

) The ancient city of Gur, located in Firuzabad, is a remarkable archaeological site in Fars Province, dating back to the Sassanid era. In 2018, it was designated as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site as part of the “Archaeological Landscape of the Sassanid Region of Fars,” alongside eight other significant sites from this period. Gur
is renowned as one of the most famous tourist attractions in Firuzabad and is situated approximately five kilometers west of the city.

of the city, respectively.
Given the extensive area
of Gur, this ancient site still
holds immense potential
for further archaeological
exploration.

Visiting Gur

Fars Province is known for
its hot climate, which can
be challenging for tourists
during the peak summer
months. The ancient city of
Gur is located in a plain that
becomes particularly warm
under direct sunlight on hot
days. The ideal time to visit
Gur and other attractions in
Firuzabad is from late win-
ter until late spring. In May,
the surrounding pastures
reach their peak beauty,
making it an excellent time
for outdoor activities. If
you're planning to explore
nearby attractions while in
Firuzabad, May is the per-
fect choice.

Autumn also offers mild
weather in Firuzabad, mak-
ing it suitable for visiting the
city’s natural and historical
sites. However, be aware
that temperatures can drop
closer to winter. When vis-
iting the ancient city of Gur
and other sites in the open
plains and mountains, it's
advisable to wear a sun hat
and sunglasses for protec-
tion against the sun.




