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Iran expresses 
readiness to host  
BRICS trade tourism events
Iran’s cultural attaché in 
Russia at its embassy in 
Russia highlighted the coun-
try’s rich historical and cul-
tural heritage and declared 
Iran’s readiness to host 
trade tourism events for 
BRICS member countries.
On Monday, Massoud Ah-
madvand,  the Iranian 
Cultural Counselor, made 
these remarks during the 
opening ceremony of the 
Global Commercial Tour-
ism Development Con-
gress. The event, attended 
by representatives from 18 
countries, including Iran, 

took place in Moscow, IRNA 
wrote.
Speaking at the congress, 
Ahmadvand emphasized 
that culture plays a pivotal 
role in ensuring the recip-
rocal flow of trade tourists 
between Iran, BRICS coun-
tries, and the Global South.
He noted that investing 
in enhancing cultural ex-
changes would help Iran 
solidify its position as a key 
destination for business 
tourists while expanding 
its economic ties with these 
countries.
Ahmadvand pointed to 
Iran’s extensive capacities 
as a nation with millen-

nia-old civilization and a 
wealth of cultural tradi-
tions. He argued that these 
strengths position Iran to 
become a prominent player 
in the Meetings, Incentives, 
Conferences, and Exhibi-
tions (MICE) industry.
Referring to Iran’s compet-
itive advantage in history 
and culture, he cited 27 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites in the country, such as 
Persepolis, Naqsh-e Jahan 
Square, and Persian Gar-
dens. These iconic locations 
offer ideal settings for host-
ing trade tourism events, he 
added.
Ahmadvand also under-

scored Iran’s existing in-
frastructure for hosting 
international events, sug-
gesting the effective use 
of influencers to promote 
the country’s tourism po-
tential. Iran has previously 
hosted several internation-
al events, including exhibi-
tions on Persian carpets, 
saffron, petrochemical in-
dustries, and health tour-
ism. These events, he stat-
ed, showcase how Iran’s 
rich culture can captivate 
global audiences.
He further advocated for 
strengthening cultural 
diplomacy among BRICS 
nations and other Global 

South countries through 
educational institutions, 
academic collaboration, 
and student exchange pro-
grams. Such initiatives, he 
said, would foster mutual 
understanding and count-
er negative Western media 
narratives against indepen-
dent nations like Iran and 
Russia.
Ahmadvand proposed joint 
art exhibitions and multina-
tional scientific events un-
der the BRICS framework as 
avenues to exchange ideas 
and technologies.
In addition, he suggested 
that BRICS countries create 
a unified brand for business 

tourism by emphasizing 
their shared cultural traits. 
This shared brand, he ar-
gued, would enhance these 
nations’ status as premier 
business tourism destina-
tions.
The International Commer-
cial Tourism Congress, fo-
cusing on BRICS countries, 
concludes on Tuesday, De-
cember 17. According to 
organizers, the event has 
attracted over 129 foreign 
representatives from 17 
countries, including BRICS 
members, alongside 750 
specialists from Moscow 
and across Russia.
Participants include repre-

sentatives from public and 
private tourism sectors in 
countries such as Iran, Azer-
baijan, Belarus, Brazil, Chi-
na, Egypt, Ethiopia, India, 
Kazakhstan, Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, South 
Africa, the UAE, and Uzbeki-
stan. This event takes place 
as Russia aims to more than 
double its tourism sector 
growth by 2030.
Earlier, Moscow hosted the 
first BRICS Tourism Forum 
during Russia’s BRICS presi-
dency. That meeting, attend-
ed by delegates from nine 
member nations, including 
Iran, approved the BRICS 
Tourism Roadmap.
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Forging alliances, economic ...
The summit will build on a roadmap 
designed during the previous D-8 min-

isterial meeting held in 
Istanbul in May. It will 

emphasize strategies to strengthen in-
tra-group trade and economic integra-
tion among member states. Countries 
are anticipated to discuss initiatives 
aimed at realizing the long-term vision 
of the organization, which includes in-
creasing trade volume among members 
to $500 billion by 2030.
Key objectives of the summit include 
empowering youth by proposing initia-
tives that create more opportunities for 
young entrepreneurs and professionals 
in member countries to actively partic-
ipate in the economy, supporting small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) by 
developing policies and collaborations to 
enhance their growth and competitive-
ness, promoting technology and inno-
vation, addressing sustainable develop-
ment issues such as food security, energy 
efficiency, and climate change, and ex-
panding trade by reducing trade barri-
ers and increasing cooperation among 
D-8 countries for economic prosperity.
Egypt’s hosting and chairing of the 2024 
summit is seen as a pivotal moment for 
strengthening regional cooperation, par-
ticularly given its strategic position as a 
bridge connecting Africa, the Middle 
East, and Asia.
The outcomes of this summit are likely 
to shape the economic and developmen-
tal agendas of the D-8 countries for the 
coming decade, reinforcing collective 
unity and resilience in a changing global 
economy.
Beyond economic and developmental 
goals, Iran’s participation in the D-8 
meeting reflects broader geopolitical 
and diplomatic ambitions. Strengthen-
ing political and diplomatic relations 
will be a key focus for Iranian officials, 
who aim to use the summit to enhance 
mutual understanding and solidarity, 
especially amid regional conflicts and 
economic sanctions that impact Iran’s 
global standing.
As nearly 300 days have passed since 
the Israeli regime’s brutal war against 
the people of Gaza began, and with Leb-
anon and Syria also experiencing Israeli 
aggression, Iranian officials have the 
opportunity to leverage this summit to 
coordinate positions and actions against 
Israel. This would also allow Iran to 
showcase its role in promoting stability 

in the Middle East, while addressing col-
lective solutions to issues like regional 
terrorism, instability, and conflicts.
Diplomatic and security cooperation 
with other D-8 member states will be 
an essential item on the agenda. More-
over, diversifying trade and circumvent-
ing sanctions will be another goal that 
Iran pursues during the summit. Given 
the oppressive sanctions and economic 
pressures from the West, the D-8 summit 
could serve as a crucial opportunity for 
enhanced collaboration in trade and in-
vestment, aiming to bypass restrictions 
imposed by Western countries.
If there is serious commitment from its 
members, the D-8 could establish a new 
framework for promoting barter trade, 
alternative payment systems, or joint 
investments, facilitating access to new 
target markets and technologies for both 
Iran and other member states.
As a major energy producer in the re-
gion, Iran can utilize this platform to 
strengthen energy cooperation. The 
country is poised to propose initiatives 
for energy collaboration, particularly in 
oil, gas, and renewable energy sectors, 
leveraging its expertise in this domain 
to aid energy-needy countries within 
the D-8.
Iran has also made remarkable advance-
ments in technology, space research, 
and industrial development. This sum-
mit presents an opportunity for Iran to 
enhance technological collaborations, 
share its expertise with fellow member 
countries, and benefit from knowledge 
exchange and innovation.
In a nutshell, the objectives Iran can 
emphasize at the D-8 summit are 
multifaceted, encompassing econom-
ic relations, trade diversification, and 
increased political and security coop-
eration within the bloc of developing 
Islamic countries. This meeting will 
serve as a significant platform for Iran 
to assert its position in a shifting global 
order and strengthen its strategic alli-
ances within the D-8 framework.
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The Standing Committee 
on Scientific and Techno-
logical Cooperation of the 
Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (COMSTECH) and 
Iran’s Pardis Technology 
Park inked a cooperation 
agreement aimed at estab-
lishing a science and tech-
nology academy. 
The signing ceremony, 
which took place in a 
cordial atmosphere, was 
attended by COMSTECH 
Coordinator General Mu-
hammad Iqbal Choudhary 
and Mehdi Safarinia, the 
head of Pardis Technology 
Park, IRNA reported. 
According to the agree-
ment, the primary goal of 
the new academy is to train 

a skilled workforce capable 
of managing science and 
technology parks across 
the member states of the 
Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC). This initia-
tive underscores a shared 
commitment to advancing 
science and technology 
within the Islamic world.
“This collaboration marks 
a significant step towards 
fostering innovation and 
technological advancement 
in our member states,” said 
Choudhary during the sign-
ing ceremony. “By pooling 
our resources and exper-
tise, we can ensure that 
the next generation of sci-
entists and technologists 
is well-equipped to tackle 
the challenges of the 21st 
century.”

Safarinia echoed Choud-
hary’s sentiments, empha-
sizing Iran’s dedication to 
contributing to the OIC’s 
scientific and technologi-
cal landscape. “We are ex-
cited to partner with COM-
STECH and look forward 
to the positive impact this 
academy will have on our 
region,” he stated.
The partnership is not 
without precedent. Last 
year, COMSTECH signed a 
similar agreement with the 
Pasteur Institute of Iran, 
focusing on joint educa-
tional programs, research, 
technology, and innovation. 
This latest agreement fur-
ther solidifies the relation-
ship between COMSTECH 
and Iranian institutions.
Iran’s Minister of Science, 

Hossein Simaee Sarraf, met 
with Choudhary to discuss 
the broader implications of 
the agreement. 
Sarraf highlighted Tehran’s 
commitment to strength-
ening three COMSTECH-re-
lated secretariats hosted 
by Iran, which include net-
works for nanotechnology 
and science parks. 
He also called for mutual 
efforts to overcome chal-
lenges, particularly those 
posed by international 
sanctions, and to improve 
educational opportunities 
for Palestinian youth.
“The challenges we face are 
significant, but through col-
laboration and dedication, 
we can create a brighter fu-
ture for our youth and our 
region,” Sarraf noted.
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