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President 
in Cairo to 
attend D-8 
summit

Following a lightning military operation 
in Syria and the overthrow of Bashar 
al-Assad’s government by the opposi-
tion, the Arab country is poised to face 
new and intense weeks and months 
ahead. The situation in Syria is such that 
at any moment, a new event in a corner 
of this country could upset the pow-
er balance to the benefit or detriment 
of one side, thus affecting the political 
landscape in the country.
Prior to the overthrow of Assad’s gov-
ernment, a relatively calm situation had 
prevailed in Syria for several years. The 
Syrian government, after years of devas-
tating war, managed to end the activities 
of the Daesh terrorist group in the coun-

try with the help of its supporters and 
resistance forces, gaining control over 
most areas of Syria, except for parts in 
the northwest, including Idlib.
Idlib, the last stronghold of the opposi-
tion against Assad’s government in Syr-
ia, ultimately became the Achilles’ heel 
of his state. The Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 
(HTS), supported by Turkey, has quietly 
and steadily bolstered its military in-
frastructure in the region and, through 
a swift and unexpected military opera-
tion, succeeded in setting the stage for 
the fall of the Damascus government in 
just two weeks.
After the forces of Muhammad al-Julani 
took control of Syria, only certain areas 
in northeastern Syria and east of the 
Euphrates River, which separate this 
part from the rest of the 
country, are currently 
under the control of the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces (SDF).

The upcoming D-8 summit in Cai-
ro is set to kick off on December 
19, with a focus on bolstering eco-
nomic, political, and security coop-
eration among developing Islamic 
countries. This meeting presents 
a crucial opportunity for Iran to 
expand regional relations, devel-
op trade partnerships, and create 
mechanisms to navigate the chal-
lenges posed by sanctions and the 
threats from the Israeli regime.
Cairo will host the D-8 Economic 
Cooperation Organization summit, 
which, beyond the economic agree-
ments among its eight member 
states, may serve as a platform for 
various consultations and coordina-
tion of activities aimed at countering 
Israeli occupation and enhancing 
bilateral and multilateral relations. 
In light of recent regional develop-
ments—especially the ongoing sit-
uation in Syria—new collaborative 
efforts and coordination are essen-
tial. These changes in West Asia’s 
political landscape underscore the 
necessity for dialogue among influ-
ential regional countries.
The participation of Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian and Iranian offi-
cials including Mohammad Baqer Qa-
libaf and Abbas Araghchi in the sum-
mit is expected to turn Thursday’s 
meeting into a bridge for deepening 
cooperation, enhancing relations, and 
highlighting Iran’s role in the Islamic 
world and West Asia. The Cairo sum-
mit could also serve as a significant 
step towards unit-
ing Islamic powers 
against the aggression and atrocities 
committed by Israel.
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Petrochemicals; 
a pioneering industry  
in Iran’s non-oil economy

Paknejad dismisses 
alleged challenges in 
oil sales

D-8 summit in Cairo:
Forging alliances,  
economic ties
on Iran’s agenda UN Pushes for

Iran’s Nuclear Talks,
Says ‘Time of the Essence’
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