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‘Bright future’ for Iranian weightlifting 
after Asian junior triumph

Djokovic says Murray  
bringing fresh ideas  
as new coach

The future of  Iranian 
weightlifting is “bright” 
after the country enjoyed 
a remarkable campaign at 
the recently-finished Asian 
Youth and Junior Champi-
onships in Doha, according 
to head coach Javad Naderi.
All 12 members of the 
squad managed to step 
onto the podium in their 
respective events as Irani-
ans boys grabbed 35 med-
als, winning the juniors’ 

title with 727 points.
Ariya Paydar spearheaded 
the country’s medal haul in 
the Qatari capital, making a 
clean sweep of three golds 
thanks to a 169-211-380 
record in the 109kg weight 
class.
Mehrab Davasari, Amirmo-
hammad Rahmati, Hamid-
reza Zarei, and Amirhos-
sein  Sepah were a lso 
among the gold winners, 
as Iran finished with eight 
golds, 15 silvers, and 12 
bronzes, coupled with 15 

medals – including Hanieh 
Sharifi’s double golds – in 
the women’s draw.
“The future is bright for 
Iranian weightlifting, giv-
en all 12 contestants won 
at least one medal, which is 
an unprecedented feat for 
the country in the history 
of the competition,” said 
the men’s coach Naderi. 
“The number of the Irani-
ans’ successful efforts was 
impressive, while, Dav-
asari lifted 160kg in the 
clean & jerk discipline of 

the youth 67kg category, 
which is a truly promising 
outcome for him,” added 
the Iranian.
There were further out-
standing performances for 
the Iranians, Naderi said, 
adding: “Zarei made an at-
tempt for world record in 
the 96kg class, though he 
failed at the end.  
“Hamidreza Mohammadi 
Tanha, meanwhile, was 
our sole representative 
in the +109kg event and 
proved to be an up-and-
coming talent in the su-
perheavyweight class. He 
has improved his person-
al records by 15 to 20 ki-
lograms over the past 12 
months,” Naderi said.
The young Iranian finished 
on 177-225-402 to settle 
for triple silver medals.
Naderi still believes Irani-
ans could have collected 
more gold medals in Doha, 
had it not been for some 
bad luck last-gasp slips.
“Sepah stood atop the po-
dium in the 96kg snatch 
event and should have 
won the C&J gold,  but 
failed in the very last sec-
ond of his third attempt. 
I l l ia  Salehipour could 
have also won a gold in 
the 89kg contests but saw 
his lift deemed as a foul by 
the judges. Alireza Nassi-
ri, who won double silvers 
and a bronze in the 102kg, 
came short of the total 
gold by one kilogram.”    

REUTERS – Novak Djokovic said his re-
cently retired rival Andy Murray was 
bringing a unique perspective as his new 
coach and he was eager to put into prac-
tice what the duo have discussed when he 
begins his season in Brisbane.
Djokovic, a 24-times Grand Slam cham-
pion, added fellow former world number 
one Murray to his team last month and 
will work with the Scot until the end of 
the Australian Open next month before 
deciding on their future.
“He has a unique perspective on my game 
as one of the greatest rivals I’ve had. He 
knows the pros and cons of my game,” 
said Djokovic, who spent 10 days recent-
ly with Murray preparing for the 2025 
campaign.
Djokovic will be without Murray in Bris-
bane but the 37-year-old Serb is keen to 
get the most out of his new coach when 
they reunite ahead of the Jan. 12-26 Aus-
tralian Open.
“He played until recently on the tour, so 

he knows all the other best players cur-
rently in the world, the youngsters and 
the weaknesses and strengths in their 
game. I look forward to it, I really do,” 
Djokovic said.
“I think he’s bringing a fresh look to my 
game and I’ll be able to benefit from 
that, no doubt, on the court. But also that 
champion mentality he has, I’m sure we’ll 
match very well.”
Djokovic opens his Brisbane campaign 
against Rinky Hijikata this week and is 
looking to win a 100th ATP singles title 
before his tilt at a record-extending 11th 
Australian Open crown.
The Paris Olympics champion is also plan-
ning a busier schedule in 2025, after his 
world ranking slipped to number seven.
“I’m planning to play a few more tourna-
ments than I did last season,” he said.
“Hopefully the level is also going to go up 
and as a consequence I’ll be able to hope-
fully win a few tournaments and get my 
ranking higher.”

Reigning world Greco-Ro-
man wrestling champion 
Mohammad-Ali Geraei says 
he will be looking to build 
on his milestone achieve-
ment in 2024 to chase fur-
ther glory over the next 12 
months of his career.
Geraei’s long wait for a 
maiden gold medal at the 
World Championships 
came to an end in October, 
when the 30-year-old Ira-
nian defeated Hungary’s 
Erik Szilvássy by superior-
ity to walk away with the 
ultimate prize in the 82kg 
category in Tirana.
The triumph in the Albania 
capital took Geraei’s per-
sonal haul to four world 
medals, following his three 
bronzes in 2017, 2019, and 
2021.
“I only took part in the Ira-
nian team trials 50 days 
prior to the world event 
and managed to secure a 
place in the national squad 
despite moving up to a 
new weight class,” the for-
mer 77kg wrestler said in 
an interview with the offi-
cial website of the Iranian 
Wrestling Federation.
“I am truly grateful to the 
federation and the Irani-
an coaching staff for their 
trust. The selection pro-
cess gives every wrestler a 
fair shot, and the best one 

ultimately wins a spot in 
the national team,” added 
Geraei.
Geraei enjoyed a dominant 
run in Tirana, cruising to 
comfortable victories over 
Indian Rohit Dahiya (8-0), 
Moldova’s Mihail Bradu 
(7-2), and Japanese Taizo 

Yoshida (14-6), before a 
2-0 win against Georgia’s 
former world junior and 
under-23 champion Gela 
Bolkvadze in the semifinals.
“ Ye a r s  o f  ex p e r i e n c e 
with the national team in 
high-profile competitions 
helped me peak in my form 

for the World Champion-
ships and win the elusive 
gold medal,” said the Ira-
nian. 
However, 2024 could have 
held a totally different out-
come for the Iranian, who 
began the year five months 
into a one-year suspension 

by the United World Wres-
tling. 
The punishment came af-
ter Geraei threw a bottle of 
mineral water on the mat 
during a 67kg bout – fea-
turing his younger brother 
Mohammadreza and Kyo-
taro Sogabe of Japan – in 

last year’s World Champi-
onships to halt the contest 
and presumably buy the 
Iranian wrestler some time 
to restore stamina.
The international gov-
erning body of the sport 
lifted the ban in February 
and Geraei found a second 

chance for a place in the 
Paris Olympics, though he 
eventually missed out on 
the Games after a last-eight 
defeat in June’s Ranking Se-
ries event in Budapest.
“Sometimes things don’t 
quite happen as you expect 
them to, despite all the 
dedication and effort you 
put in,” Geraei said.
“My own mistakes cost me 
against the Japanese Olym-
pic champion [Nao Kusaka] in 
last year’s world event in 
Belgrade, and then I was 
unfortunate to miss the 
Olympics.
“However, I didn’t lose 
hope. As I said, I made the 
most of my experience to 
succeed in Tirana. Now I’m 
eager for more in the 2025 
World Championships,” 
added the Iranian. 
Geraei heaped praise on his 
fellow-Iranians for a most 
prolific Olympic campaign 
ever in Paris, where they 
collected a remarkable eight 
medals across 12 weight 
categories in the Greco-Ro-
man and freestyle events.
“This was an unprecedent-
ed achievement in Olympic 
history for Iranian wres-
tling, as the country had 
settled for only one or two 
medals in some of the pre-
vious editions. Wrestling 
once again proved to be 
the most decorated sport 
for Iran.” 
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Geraei revels in rollercoaster year,  
eyes further success in 2025

  UWW

   IWFIR

  CLIVE BRUNSKILL/GETTY IMAGES


