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Gohar Tappeh in the context of Bronze Age 
Gohar Tappeh is a prehistoric site locat-
ed in the Mazandaran Province of Iran, 
specifically in Behshahr, about 2km 
northwest of Rostamkola and 30km 
from Sari. Nestled in a plain surround-
ed by forested pastures and lush moun-
tains, Gohar Tappeh has a rich historical 
significance.
The story of Gohar Tappeh traces back 
to the inhabitants of the ancient caves 
in Mazandaran Province, who gradually 
transitioned from cave dwelling to set-
tling in the Gohar Tappeh area. During 
the Neolithic era, this site was charac-
terized by rural life, and it later became 
a center for urbanization during the 
Bronze Age.
The geological history of the area has 

created numerous caves, which served 
as dwellings. Gohar Tappeh itself is 
one of Iran’s notable prehistoric settle-
ments, with its origins dating back to 
the Copper and Stone ages. 
Positioned among ancient valleys and 
caves — such as Hoto Cave, Kamarband 
Cave, and Kumishan Cave — its impor-
tance is further enhanced. The region’s 
abundant water sources, forests, caves, 
and favorable conditions contributed to 
the gradual development of Gohar Tap-
peh, which expanded into a large city 
covering around fifty hectares during 
the Bronze Age.
Artifacts from Gohar Tappeh reveal a 
diverse range of items from the Cop-
per, Stone, and Bronze ages, including 

pottery, bronze objects, seals, decora-
tive items, architectural structures, and 
weapons such as bayonets and daggers. 
The site also yielded pointed pendants, 
necklaces, bracelets, stone beads, and 
clay figurines of animals and humans, 
as well as clay rattles and various spin-
dle types.
The architectural remains at Gohar 
Tappeh indicate the use of brick and 
stone construction, featuring wood-
en horizontal beams and reed cover-
ings. Numerous stone tools have been 
discovered, including blades, chips, 
and mortars, which were utilized for 
harvesting grains, cutting plants and 
animal meat, and grinding wheat and 
other grains.

Handicrafts are recognized as a low-
cost industry in the production pro-
cess, but they carry high added value. 
Semnan Province has taken signifi-
cant steps toward developing creative 
handicrafts to promote the livelihoods 
of artisans in this field, aiming for job 
creation while preserving this endur-
ing and historical art. The province is 
known for its rich heritage of handi-
crafts, including pottery, carpet weav-
ing, and traditional textiles, which 
reflect the unique culture and crafts-
manship of the region.
Handicrafts are among industries 
that, in addition to having historical 
and cultural backing, play an effec-
tive role in job creation, improving 
livelihoods, and generating income. 
The productivity of this industry re-
quires securing a sales market, which 
in turn needs attention to the tastes 
and needs of consumers, IRNA wrote.
Currently, artisans in Semnan Prov-
ince prioritize innovation and pro-

duction tailored to community needs 
in the field of handicrafts, as well as 
the creation of high-quality artis-
tic works. This approach enhances 
collaboration and synergy between 
graduates of artistic disciplines and 
traditional artisans, fostering a vi-
brant creative ecosystem.
The production of creative hand-
icrafts is effective in securing and 
guaranteeing a sales market, and 
holding unveiling ceremonies for 
these works plays an important role 
in encouraging artists toward inno-
vative production and drawing the 
attention of officials and the public 
to handmade items. This strategy is 
pursued alongside efforts to obtain 
the National Seal of Excellence, which 
will further elevate the status of local 
artisans and their crafts.
Deputy Head of Semnan Province’s 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and 
Handicraft Organization, Samaneh 
Soltanipour, stated that four inno-
vative and creative works by handi-
craft artists from this province were 

unveiled for the first time. She added 
that these works include a leather 
candy dish and sugar bowl, an en-
graved board titled “A Piece of Heav-
en,” a ceramic piece representing the 
Saqqa Khaneh (public drinking place) of 
the holy shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH), 
and a shomareh-duzi (a type of embroi-
dery) tablecloth.
Soltani-Pour further announced that 
from now on, innovative and cre-
ative products from the handicrafts 
of Semnan Province will be unveiled 
monthly with the aim of encourag-
ing and promoting the introduction 
of artists. 
She invited all artists in the province 
to submit their creative and inno-
vative works that have not yet been 
presented through the district offic-
es, so they can be reviewed and eval-
uated for introduction at the unveil-
ing event of innovative works. This 
initiative will not only showcase the 
talents of local artisans but also help 
preserve and promote the unique 
cultural heritage of Semnan Province.
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