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Pezeshkian: Iran Bent on
Completion of INSTC with Russia

Iran, E3 to resume nuclear talks 
in mid-January

Legendary 
Iranian actress, 
voice artist 
Zhaleh Olov 
dies 8

What is meant 
by Iran having 
no proxy 
forces?
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Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian (R) discusses 
the expansion of bilateral relations with visiting 
Russian Deputy Prime Minister for Transport Vitaly 
Gennadyevich Savelyev in Tehran on December 23, 2024.
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Telecom 2024 
kicked off in Tehran
VP says at least 20% of job 
creation should be attributed to 
IT sector 2

Rich souvenir 
heritage of Qom
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Bagheri given interim 
role as Persepolis 
begins hunt for 
permanent coach
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Iranian medicine 
backbone of 
contemporary 
Western 
medicine
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Persian Gulf–Black Sea 
corridor

New era for Iran-
Europe trade or 
just another risk?
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By Ali Kakadezfuli
Managing director

Is Syria involved 
in corridor war? 4

A proxy force refers to a 
group or organization that 
conducts military, political, 
or propaganda operations 
on behalf of a more influ-
ential nation or political 
actor, either directly or 
indirectly. Such entities 
typically receive financial, 
military, intelligence, or 
political assistance from 
their patron and work to 
further objectives aligned 
with the patron’s strategic 
interests. Patron states of-
ten utilize proxy forces to 
achieve their goals without 
becoming directly involved 
in conflicts or bearing re-
sponsibility for the actions 
of their proxies. 
While Iran extends sup-
port to groups such as 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, 
Hamas, the Palestinian Is-
lamic Jihad, Iraq’s Popular 
Mobilization Forces (PMF), 
Ansarallah in Yemen (com-
monly known as the Houthis), Ka-
ta’ib Hezbollah, and Asa’ib 
Ahl al-Haq in Iraq, it can-
not be asserted that these 
groups function as Iranian 
proxies. The distinctions 
underlying this assertion 
are explored in detail in 
this editorial.

Distinctive national 
priorities and 
independent 
objectives
Hezbollah and Hamas 
pursue objectives rooted 
in their respective local 
and national priorities. 
Hezbollah’s core mission 
is to defend Lebanon 
against Israeli aggression 
and protect the interests 
of the Shia community 
within Lebanon. Similarly, 
Hamas is 
dedicated 
to resisting Israeli occu-
pation and advocating for 
Palestinian rights.
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