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Trip to China
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international
issues
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Newly declassified diplomatic memo uncovers decades of
gnored warnings about US foreign policy failure

A L A newly declassified diplomat- ministration during a critical period warns against overlooking the im-

EDITORII

Memo
that could have
changed
everything

ic memo, written by US diplomat
Wayne Merry in March 1994, pro-
vides a rare and candid perspective
on America’s foreign policy missteps
following the Cold War. At the time,
Merry was the chief of the internal
politics division at the US Embassy
in Moscow, a position that placed
him in direct contact with the turbu-
lent realities of post-Soviet Russia.
His role involved analyzing Russia’s
domestic political landscape and
advising Washington on how to nav-
igate relations with the Yeltsin ad-

of economic and political instability.
The memo, marked Unclassified on
09/12/2024, was released by the
National Security Archive, a private
research organization at George
Washington University, as part of its
ongoing efforts to shed light on crit-
ical moments in US foreign policy.

The memo, titled “‘Whose Russia
Is It Anyway: Toward a Policy of
Benign Respect, critiques the US
emphasis on rapid economic re-
forms—such as the controversial
“shock therapy” approach—and

portance of fostering democratic in-
stitutions in Russia. Written during
President Boris Yeltsin’s tenure, a
time marked by severe economic
turmoil and political unrest, Mer-
ry’s memo highlights the dangers of
imposing Western economic models
on a country unprepared for such
drastic changes. He cautioned that
these policies risked alienating the
Russian populace,

an populac
eroding goodwill
towards the US, and strengthening
anti-democratic forces.
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NIGC: Iran
setsrecord
in sweet gas
production,
transmission

The deputy oil minister
for gas affairs announced
that daily sweet gas pro-
duction in Iran’s refiner-
ies has reached a record
high of 865 million cubic
meters (mcm).

Saeid Tavakoli stated
that with an optimized
network arrangement,
the daily gas transmis-
sion volume has also
hit 865 mcm, Shana re-
ported

The official highlighted
that since the start of
the current administra-
tion (August 2024), gas pro-
duction in the country’s
refineries has seen a
significant increase, say-
ing, “During this period,
numerous records have
been achieved, the latest
being the daily produc-
tion of over 865 mcm of
sweet gas in the coun-
try’s gas refineries.”

He added that in the gas
transmission sector, uti-
lizing the maximum ca-
pacity of pipelines and
compression facilities,
coupled with an opti-
mized network configu-
ration, has enabled the
daily transmission of 865
mcm of gas.

Tavakoli, who is also the
CEO of the National Ira-
nian Gas Company (NIGC),
pointed to the nation-
wide initiative to reduce
gas consumption by 2%.
He emphasized that this
campaign will help sta-
bilize the gas network
and ensure efficient use
of this natural resource,
particularly benefiting
people in underprivi-
leged and remote areas.

The official stressed the
importance of saving
energy amid falling tem-
peratures and rising gas
consumption across the
country.

“Energy conservation is
a fundamental and crit-
ical issue that must be
taken seriously. It will
help address the energy
shortages and preserve
national resources,” he
noted.

Tavakoli further ex-
plained that maintaining
a comfortable indoor
temperature is the key to
ensuring a stable supply
of natural gas through-
out the winter.

“Saving energy does
not mean consuming
less but consuming in a
wise manner. An indoor
temperature of 18 to 21
degrees Celsius is ide-
al, and if people adhere
to this guideline, it will
significantly alleviate
energy deficit issues,” he
concluded.

Iran, Russia to ink
comprehensive cooperation agreement

Ambassador: Pezeshkian to visit Moscow in mid-January

< Economy Desk >

Iran’s ambassador to Russia
announced that Tehran and
Moscow are prepared to sign
a comprehensive cooperation
agreement during President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian'’s visit to Mos-
cow on January 17, 2025.
Kazem Jalali stated that the
agreement would be signed
by Pezeshkian and his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin
during the visit.

Jalali made the remarks during
a meeting with Iranian stu-
dents and officials from St. Pe-
tersburg’s North-Western State
Medical University as he was in
the Russian port city to attend
the Supreme Council meeting
of the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU).

Addressing the issues concern-
ing Iranian students at Russian
universities, Jalali also high-
lighted the International North-
South Transit Corridor (INSTC)
as a key economic initiative be-
tween the two nations.

He noted that two Russian dep-
uty prime ministers visited
Tehran last Monday to discuss
the corridor project with Iran’s
president and other officials.
The ambassador also referred to
the planned gas transfer project
from Russia to Iran, expressing
optimism about its successful
implementation in the near fu-
ture.

Jalali emphasized Iran’s growing
involvement in the EAEU, partic-
ularly following the recent par-

ticipation of Iran’s Minister of
Industry, Mine, and Trade in the
union’s meeting in St. Peters-
burg.

He described Iran’s observer
membership status as a step
toward boosting trade relations
with member countries.

The ambassador further high-
lighted lesser-known cultural
ties between Iran and regions
of Russia, including North Os-
setia, Dagestan, Astrakhan, and
others, noting the expanding
cultural and economic relations
between the two nations.
Iranian students, he said, act as
cultural bridges and ambassa-
dors of this growing relation-
ship.

Jalali concluded by underlin-
ing the importance of peo-
ple-to-people connections as
the most enduring aspect of
bilateral relations and urged in-
creased involvement of Iranian
businesspeople and private sec-
tor players in Russia to enhance
economic ties.

On Monday, Pezeshkian said that
his government is determined to
complete the INSTC.

He made the announcement in a
meeting with Vitaly Gennadyev-
ich Savelyev, the Russian deputy
prime minister for transport, as
both sides discussed the expan-
sion of bilateral relations and
strategies for accelerating the
completion of the strategic IN-
STC project.

Pezeshkian highlighted the pri-
ority of implementation of the
Rasht-Astara railway project
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as a part of INSTC under the
Iran-Russia agreement.

He stated that Iran is committed
to the terms of the agreement
and called on the Russian side
to begin mapping the route and
preparing for project implemen-
tation as soon as possible.

“The Iranian government em-
phasizes the execution of this
agreement, and our Minister of
Roads and Urban Development
[Farzaneh Sadeq-Malvajerd] iS respon-
sible for overseeing its imple-
mentation,” Pezeshkian said.
For his part, Savelyev, extended
warm regards from the Russian

president and prime minister
to Pezeshkian and invited him
to visit Russia in early 2025,
saying that the Russian gov-
ernment is preparing for this
visit and the associated nego-
tiations.

Highlighting the Rasht-Astara
railway project, Savelyev reaf-
firmed his government’s com-
mitment to its execution.

He noted that Russia has se-
cured the necessary line of
credit and is collaborating with
Azerbaijan on the INSTC.
Savelyev also expressed the
Russian government’s desire to
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expedite the implementation of
the project, stating that Russia
and Azerbaijan have agreed to
modernize the portion of the
railway located in their terri-
tories and called on Tehran to
pave the ground for upgrading
its section of the railway.

He described the increase in car-
go transport between Russia and
Iran as growing and expressed
optimism that the implemen-
tation of the Astara-Rasht rail-
way agreement could initially
facilitate the transfer of 15 mil-
lion tons of goods between the
two countries.

President, ministers open major

development projects in North Khorasan

( Economy Desk )

President Masoud Pezesh-
kian, along with senior
cabinet members, inau-
gurated key infrastruc-
ture, energy, and housing
projects during a two-day
visit to Iran’s North Kho-
rasan Province, with the
aim of advancing regional
development.

A sum of 14 power proj-
ects were unveiled to
strengthen the province’s
electricity infrastructure.
These plans focus on
modernizing power grids
and expanding access to
electricity in both urban
and rural areas, providing
reliable energy to support
industries and communi-
ties, according to IRNA.
Minister of Roads and
Urban Development
Farzaneh Sadeq-Malva-

]

Iran, Saudi Arabia to expand ties
in communlcatlons, IT sectors

jerd opened 42 road and
transportation projects,
including highway devel-
opment, rural road up-
grades, and infrastructure
improvements to ensure
safer and more efficient
transit.

The projects align with
national efforts to mod-
ernize Iran’s transporta-
tion network and bolster
regional trade.

In the housing sector,
2,000 residential units
were completed as part
of [ran’s National Housing
Movement, addressing lo-
cal housing shortages and
improving living stan-
dards, ISNA reported.
The said projects high-
light the government’s
commitment to affordable
housing across provinces.
Pezeshkian also empha-
sized the importance of

regional development
during his visit, which
included meetings with
local officials to discuss
strategies for econom-
ic growth and enhanced
public services.

The trip concluded
Thursday evening with a
session of the Provincial
Planning and Develop-
ment Council, where long-
term development plans
were reviewed.

The high-profile dele-
gation accompanying
Pezeshkian included En-
ergy Minister Abbas Alia-
badi, Agriculture Minister
Gholamreza Nouri-Qezel-
jeh, and Roads and Urban
Development Minister
Farzaneh Sadeq-Malva-
jerd, who underscored
the government’s focus
on addressing North Kho-
rasan’s needs.

< Economy Desk >

The head of Information Technol-
ogy Organization of Iran and the
chairman of Saudi Arabia’s Com-
munications, Space, and Technol-
ogy Commission (csT) emphasized
strengthening cooperation and
sharing experiences in various fields
of communications and information
technology during a bilateral meet-
ing in Riyadh.

Mohammad Mohsen Sadr, on the
sidelines of the Internet Governance
Forum (iGF) in Riyadh, met with Mo-
hammad Saud al-Tamimi, head of
Saudi Arabia’s CST, IRNA reported
on Friday.

In their meeting, the two sides ex-
pressed a mutual desire to enhance
collaboration in the communications
and ICT sectors.

They discussed opportunities for
cooperation, including the use of
shared infrastructure, exchange of
experiences in local IT platforms
and messaging services, expansion of
postal and fiber-optic collaborations,
joint projects in artificial intelligence

(A1, and initiatives in tech-driven
startups and tech-based businesses.
The discussion also highlighted le-
veraging the expertise and capabili-
ties of Iranian private sector compa-
nies in Saudi Arabia’s large-scale ICT
projects.

Both parties agreed to pursue these
initiatives through a joint memoran-
dum of understanding.

The Internet Governance Forum
(IGF) is an annual United Nations-or-
ganized event that brings together
representatives from governments,
the private sector, and academia to
discuss internet governance issues.
Information Technology Organi-
zation of Iran (1To) as subsidiary of
Ministry of Information and Com-
munication Technology of Iran has
been providing smart government
services across the nation.

The main mission of ITO is to pre-
pare and update the government’s
IT strategy, develop and maintain
Government Service Bus (GsB), and
help people use their mostly needed
e-services through the national SSO
(Single Sign On).
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International legacy of
Doulab Cemetery in Tehra

( Iranica Desk )

Doulab Cemetery is one of
the remarkable sights in
Tehran, situated in an old
neighborhood of the cap-
ital. This cemetery serves
as the resting place for no-
table non-Iranian individu-
als who once lived in Iran.
Specifically, Doulab Cem-
etery is the old Arme-
nian graveyard, where
the graves of Armenian
Christians are located. It
contains the graves of 409
soldiers and 528 civilians.
Officially established in
1936, it has not seen any
burials for many years,
IRNA wrote.

The cemetery is managed
by France, Italy, and Po-
land, and it houses the
graves of both famous
and unknown individuals.
A wooden gate opens onto
a picturesque garden, and
most of the graves are
old, with the nationality
of the deceased indicated
by a flag. Among them are
many unknown French in-
dividuals, including Simon
Sardari, born in Montpel-
lier, and Louis Capdor,

born in Gard, who passed
away in 1966.

The gravestones in the
cemetery are marked
with crosses and belong
to individuals from Rus-
sia, Poland, France, Italy,
and Iranian Christians.
They feature engravings of
crosses, black-and-white
photographs, and images
of a sorrowful lady or the
weeping Mary. Old tree
branches cast shadows
over some of the graves.
The memorials of un-
known soldiers from Rus-
sia, the tombs of French
counts, Georgian princes,
physicians of the Qajar
and Pahlavi courts, and the
mass graves of Poles who
perished during World
War II on their way back
to their homeland can be
found here, along with
many notable figures from
other countries, making
this cemetery quite in-
triguing.

Doulab Cemetery is also
known by various names,
including the Polish Ceme-
tery, Akbarabad Cemetery,
Soleimaniyeh Cemetery,
Orthodox Cemetery, Catho-

e

lic Cemetery, and Assyrian
Cemetery. The history of
Doulab Cemetery reveals
that the first gathering of
Armenians in Tehran oc-
curred on the outskirts of
the city’s southern wall,
specifically in the southern
area of the Tehran Bazaar.
The oldest church in Teh-
ran, known as the Church
of Sorp Georges, is locat-

ed in the Qavam al-Dow-
leh Bazaar. This church,
which still stands today,
was built in the late Qajar
era and served as a sym-
bol of the Armenian com-
munity at that time. The
first Armenian cemetery
was also established in
that area but was later de-
stroyed and became part
of Tehran’s residential
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landscape. Subsequently,
two new cemeteries were
established: one in the Va-
nak neighborhood, which
became the new gathering
place for Armenians, and
another in eastern Tehran,
in 1936.

Agha Muhammad Khan
Qajar brought several Ar-
menian war prisoners
back to Iran from Georgia

REF QOS%FE =

vidain HLCTE
Fin it 38y Pl NEE LIFIOZIN :
i~ [  BDECEBEE B N
Jdeicran gl pea M ARS 19386
Y[ 10 A L‘fA‘ g;—: p__E 3:5 2.4MS
ER/EZ POURELEE

and the Caucasus in 1795,
directing them to settle in
Tehran. He also relocated
several other families from
Karabakh to Iran. The Va-
nak Cemetery later faced
excessive destruction due
to urban development,
leading to the transfer of
some of its valuable stones
to Doulab Cemetery. The
ownership of the Arme-
nian cemetery belonged to
the French government and
was purchased by the em-
bassies of France, Italy, and
the representative of the
Roman Catholic Churches
in Iran. The Polish section
was acquired by the Polish
embassy in Iran in 1943.

Spanning over 75,000
square meters, this ceme-
tery consists of six distinct
sections: the Armenian
Apostolic Church, Eastern
Orthodox (Russians, Georgians,
and Greeks), Roman Cath-
olics, Armenian Catho-
lics, Assyrians, and Poles.
Approximately 44,000
square meters belong to
Armenians, 14,200 square
meters to Catholics, 3,700
square meters to Orthodox
Christians, and the remain-
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der to Chaldean Assyrians.
Notably, about 50% of the
Catholic section is dedicat-
ed to Poles, while the rest
includes graves of French,
Italian, English, Czech, Ger-
man, and other nationals.
The largest part of the
cemetery is the gravesite of
260 Polish exiles who per-
ished during World War II,
while the most haunting
area contains the graves
of 26 Italian miners who
worked in Iran from 1936
to 1943. The architecture
of their burial sites is such
that upon entering this sec-
tion, visitors are surround-
ed by standing figures of
the deceased. The largest
mausoleum belongs to Dr.
Cloquet, the physician of
Mohammad Shah Qajar.
The Polish section of the
cemetery is particular-
ly notable, featuring two
stone symbols adorned
with representations of an
eagle and a cross. These
symbols bear an inscrip-
tion in Polish, French, and
Persian: “The cemetery
of Polish exiles who fell
asleep here on their return
to their homeland.”

Avaj where stunning landscapes meet thriving tourism

Avaj, a charming city locat-
ed in Qazvin Province, Iran,
boasts an impressive suspen-
sion bridge that stands out as
a remarkable engineering feat.
Stretching 170 meters across
a picturesque valley and over-
looking the spectacular Shah
Darreh Waterfall, this bridge is
the second-largest suspension
bridge in Iran.

With a width of one and a half
meters and an elevation of 105
meters above the ground, it is
designed to support a remark-
able weight capacity of over
200 tons, ensuring a safe and
enjoyable experience for visi-
tors.

The Avaj Suspension Bridge
is more than just a structural
marvel; it is a key component
of a broader tourism develop-
ment plan initiated by the Avaj
municipality. This initiative

aims to enhance the region’s
appeal to tourists and to create
a sustainable economic frame-
work grounded in tourism. By
improving access to the stun-
ning natural landscapes and
attractions in the area, the

bridge plays a crucial role in
transforming the local econo-
my and providing new oppor-
tunities for residents.

Nestled to the west of the city,
the Shah Darreh Waterfall is a
breathtaking natural attrac-

tion characterized by its dra-
matic descent through steep
rocky cliffs. Visitors seeking to
experience the beauty of the
waterfall can take advantage of
the convenient staircase that
leads them to the top, where

they can relish the refreshing
atmosphere and mesmerizing
views that define the region’s
mountainous climate.

In addition to the natural won-
ders, Avaj provides an array of
tourism infrastructure that en-

hances the visitor experience.
Travelers can find a variety
of restaurants that offer local
cuisine, along with accommo-
dation options to suit different
preferences. These facilities
ensure that visitors can com-
fortably explore the area and
fully immerse themselves in
the natural beauty and cultural
richness that Avaj and Qazvin
Province have to offer.
Overall, the combination of
the Avaj Suspension Bridge,
the stunning Shah Darreh
Waterfall, and the supportive
tourism infrastructure high-
lights Avaj’s potential as a
burgeoning travel destination
in Iran. This development not
only promises to attract more
visitors but also to enrich the
lives of the local community
through economic growth and
cultural exchange.
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Are Syrian developments

threat or opportunity for Iran?

By Nosratollah
Tajik

Former Iranian
ambassador

to Jordan

INTERVIEW

HAM MIHAN: Given the
recent developments in
Syria, should Syria be
considered a potential fu-
ture source of threats to
Iran, or is there a possi-
bility that Iran can reach
an understanding with
the forces that will hold
power in Syria in the fu-
ture?

TAJIK: Since there are no
shared borders or territo-
rial disputes between Iran
and Syria, under normal
circumstances, neither Syr-
ia poses a threat to Iran nor
does Iran pose a threat to
Syria.

The current situation in
Syria is highly ambiguous,
and the final outcome re-
mains uncertain. One sce-
nario envisions relative
stability in Syria, while
another foresees a resur-
gence of civil wars with
various factions. There is
also the possibility of ex-
ternal aggression. Israel, for
instance, has already acted
aggressively, destroying
90% of Syria’s military and
armament infrastructure!
So, we might even witness
the fragmentation of Syria.
On the whole, the situation
in Syria is characterized by
instability and unpredict-
ability.

The current state of Syria
is far worse than Iraq after
Saddam Hussein'’s fall, Iraq
in 2006 during the peak of
internal conflicts, or even
Libya post-Gaddafi. One of
the most important rea-
sons why I believe Syria’s
situation is extremely dire
is the goals and desires of
internal actors who may
only be united in their op-
position to Bashar al-Assad
and nothing else. Further-
more, the conflicting and
often contradictory terri-
torial ambitions of
multiple, oppos-
ing external pow-
ers in Syria create
uncertainty about
how actors such
as Turkey and
Israel will coexist, for
example, regarding the
Kurdish issue. Recently,
Israel has demonstrated a
strong territorial appetite
in Syria, even now that As-
sad is out of the picture. We
did not witness such condi-
tions in Libya or Iraq.
Israel has shown that the
issue of Syria is not mere-
ly a difference of political
opinion to them; rather,
they pursue geostrategic
objectives in Syria that ne-
cessitate turning it into a
scorched earth. However,
regarding Iran, [ believe
that under any regime, Syr-
ia does not pose a direct
threat to Iran. Nonethe-
less, the possibility of Iran

reaching an understanding
with Syria’s new rulers
seems feasible to me. It is
the country of Syria that
holds strategic importance
for Iran for various reasons,
not the individual or group
that eventually governs
Syria.

During the Assad fami-
ly’s rule, Hafez al-Assad
and later Bashar al-Assad
maintained very close re-
lations with Tehran due
to the historical bilateral
ties both before and after
Iran’s Islamic Revolution.
Today, it is unclear how the
future of Tehran-Damas-
cus relations will unfold as
it, above all, depends on
who will govern Syria. Giv-
en the multitude of armed
factions, as well as foreign
interventions, the first step
is to determine who will
emerge victorious in Syria
and gain the people’s sup-
port. Whichever party gets
to establish a legitimate and
internationally recognized
government in Syria, Iran
can then forge reasonable
relations with that govern-
ment.

Could past investments
and financial, monetary,
and commercial relations
between the two coun-
tries complicate future
relations?

The only remaining issue
is the past investments and
financial, monetary, and
commercial relations es-
tablished between the two
countries. These matters
have legal solutions that
international bodies and
both countries can pursue.
Once a stable and legitimate
government is formed in

Syria, these issues can be
resolved through legal
mechanisms.

Iran has always main-
tained relations at vari-
ous levels with the Kurds
in Syria. Is there a possi-
bility that if Iran’s inter-
ests in Syria are threat-
ened by Turkey, Tehran
would use Kurdish lever-
ages against Ankara’s in-
terests?

Aside from the idea that
Iran might use Kurds as
leverage against Turkey,
the issue of the Kurds is
a fundamental and deep-
ly rooted matter for Iran.
Kurds reside in four coun-
tries in the Middle East —
Iraq, Syria, Turkey, and Iran.

Naturally, developments re-
lated to the Kurdish nation,
whether in terms of rela-
tions among different Kurd-
ish groups or the Kurds’
relations with regional gov-
ernments, are important
to Tehran and are closely
monitored by it.

Syrian Kurds have had ties
with Iran for a long time.
Particularly since 2011 and
the ensuing developments
in Syria, the Syrian Kurds
and Iran have strengthened
their relations. Given Tur-
key’s role in recent Syrian
developments and its mil-
itary posture towards Ko-
bani, Kurds believe they are
on the brink of a military
confrontation with Turkey.
Naturally, Turkey’s actions

could exacerbate some re-
gional disputes. Although
there are reports of an
agreement between Kurd-
ish groups and Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham (HTS) to hand over
the management of oil-
rich areas in Deir ez-Zor to
Syria’s new rulers, my pre-
diction is that this region
will not achieve peace eas-
ily or quickly, and tensions
will persist in eastern and
northeastern Syria.

How do you view the
prospects for under-
standing and agreement
between Iran and the US
regarding Syria if a dia-
logue between Tehran
and Washington occurs
in the future?

\
'

A Syrian opposition fighter holds a rocket launcher in front of the provincial government office, where an image of Syrian president Bashar al-Assad is
riddled with bullets on the facade, in the aftermath of the opposition’s takeover of Hama, Syria, on December 6, 2024.
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On the surface, the US
claims it has not played a
role in the recent develop-
ments in Syria, but [ believe
the US has been one of the
parties orchestrating and
supporting these develop-
ments and is now taking
this stance to avoid any
political repercussions. It is
unlikely that Turkey alone
can provide the level of
training, logistical support,
and weaponry to HTS. |
doubt Turkey alone pos-
sesses this level of finan-
cial, support, and military
capability.

My guess is that the US
and Israel have played a
direct or indirect role in
this matter. However, I also
doubt that Iran and the US
are prepared to engage in
dialogue regarding Syr-
ia. Beyond the desires of
both parties, the circum-
stances do not necessitate
such talks. There are more
important priorities that
Iran and the US have better
groundwork for dialogue
and even cooperation on.
Issues like Gaza and Leb-
anon could have provided
a basis for dialogue be-
tween Iran and the US, but
regarding Syria, [ still see
no grounds for dialogue.
This matter currently, and
at least from a regional
perspective, needs to be
addressed through local
mechanisms.

Can Iran rely on its con-
nections with Sunni fun-
damentalist factions that
currently hold power in
Syria?

Essentially, this appears
to be one of the few paths
available for Iran to en-
gage with the new ruling
factions in Syria, and there
are no obstacles preventing
Iran from using this route.
Iran maintains interactions
with various Sunni factions
across the Middle East.
While the country’s official
policy might be to advance
future relations in Syria

Regardless of
howmuchthe
new Syrian
ruling council
disagreeswith
theformer
government,
Syriastill
needsanarmy
and military
equipment
todefendits
sovereignty.
Israelistruly
exploiting
thecurrent
situation,and
onecould say
that Recep
Tayyip Erdogan,
the president
of Turkey, has
paved the way
foroneofthe
largest Islamic
countriestofall
intoadireand
defenseless
state.
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through formal and inter-
national diplomatic inter-
actions, it does not conflict
with building connections
through various Sunni fac-
tions with the governing
groups in Syria. Iran can use
this approach to establish
relationships and exchange
messages with any ruling
group in Syria, regardless
of who they are, to lay the
groundwork for reestablish-
ing initial relations between
the two sides.

However, there may be mis-
conceptions on both sides.
For example, al-Jolani, on
the one hand, speaks about
expelling Iran from Syria,
and on the other hand, de-
clares readiness for stra-
tegic engagement with
Iran. If informal channels
of interaction with Syria’s
new ruling council can be
established and a minimal
level of mutual trust re-
garding the future relations
and policies of both sides is
achieved, then formal and
diplomatic engagement can
follow.

Iran has previously collab-
orated with Sunni groups,
whether in the form of the
Muslim Brotherhood in Pal-

_expert

OPINION

EXCLUSIVE

Nation

Every state relies on a mass
of human beings or people.
These people live togeth-
er and also have a shared
identity or characteristic
or, at least, a common goal
in mind. There is no doubt
that states are in the hands
of the people and the power
of any government depends
on their level of satisfaction.
Of course, nationality itself
is a modern political term
that defines the overall
identity of every human be-
ing in the world. It shows
who belongs where and
how everyone describes
themselves with it. The ex-
tremely common nature of
the feeling of belonging to
a territory and a state indi-
cates how deep the concept
of nationalities runs among
human societies.

In the case of Syria, its
Kurds and Turkmens were
part of the same society
alongside Arabs,
but their ba-
sic rights
were ig-
nored by
the Assad
government.

We see that
the name of the
country was the
Syrian Arab Republic,
and the name of their
national army was the
Syrian Arab Army. These
show that the Syrian na-
tion failed to include their
ethnic minorities.

State
The second element is the
state. Its sovereignty in-
cludes the entire territory
of that country. Of course,
there are two types of
states or governments.
In the West or developed
countries, there are con-

estine (i.e, Hamas), the Muslim
Brotherhood in Jordan, or
even Syria itself. I believe
there are no obstacles to ac-
tivating these channels, and
we can use various strate-
gies to enhance maneuver-
ability for building trust and
confidence with Syria’s new
ruling council.

How likely do you think it
is for Syria’s border with
Jordan to become inse-
cure?

I find it unlikely. Jordanians
follow a policy of ensuring
that the problems of neigh-
boring countries do not spill
over into Jordan. Jordan
itself is a vulnerable com-
munity, and with around
700,000 Syrian refugees in
Jordan — some estimates
claim double that number
— Jordan is affected not only
politically and militarily but
also socially by the situation
in Syria. Moreover, due to
Jordan’s demographic com-
position, the country is high-
ly susceptible to both inter-
nal as well as regional and
international developments.
Given the significant pres-
ence of individuals of Pal-
estinian descent in Jordan,

ventional pluralistic gov-
ernments that are built
with the participation of all
social entities such as both
minorities and majorities,
whether they are differen-
tiated by religion, language,
or anything else.

Another form of state
belongs to undeveloped
countries. Syria was one
of them. There was no
type of participation in the
creation of its sovereign-
ty as Syria’s power was
controlled by oligarchs or
some minorities. Let us not
forget that the government
or state has the exclusive
right to use power. The
Baath Party, which con-
trolled the army and the
state, ruled the country
without allowing the
participation

ongoing developments can
impact Jordan’s situation.
There is no doubt that the
root cause of the current
regional tensions is relat-
ed to the Palestinian issue,
and Jordanians strive to
prevent additional tensions
and conflicts from being
imposed on them beyond
what has already been im-
posed. I doubt that the Jor-
danian government would
allow the borders between
Jordan and Syria to be af-
fected.

In the initial hours fol-
lowing the fall of Bashar
al-Assad’s government, we
observed that on the same
day, December 8, Jordan
closed its borders with Syr-
ia. Overall, I find it unlikely
that any incident will oc-
cur along the Jordan-Syria
border. In my view, among
Syria’s neighbors, the most
vulnerable borders belong
to Turkey in northern Syr-
ia, where forces known as
the Syrian National Army,
supportive of Turkey, are
stationed. To the east, the
border with Iraq is also vul-
nerable, as internal conflicts
in Syria could easily spill
over into these two areas

of ordinary people or the
elites of society.

Territory
Every country has its own
borders that define its ter-
ritory. After the 1967 war,
part of Syria was occupied
by Israel, and even after the
Arab Spring in 2011, Syria
lacked territorial integrity
due to the establishment of
a Kurdish autonomous gov-
ernment by the SDF forces
in the country’s northeast.
For this reason, the
government was not

at all useful in

more than into any other
Syrian border.

Do you think that Shia
armed groups in Syria,
who were previously
trained and organized
under General Soleima-
nij, are currently dormant
but may become active
against the new order in
Syria in the future?

The forces that were
trained in Syria as Basij or
the Popular Mobilization
Forces have apparently
been integrated into the
Syrian army and seem to
have become irrelevant af-
ter the end of the conflicts
in Syria. However, it is un-
likely that these groups
would take action. The root
cause of the recent events
in Syria largely stems from
the Syrian army’s unwill-
ingness to resist insur-
gents. If we delve deeper
into the factors behind the
army’s reluctance to resist,
it might be primarily due
to Syria’s severe economic
situation and the sanctions
imposed by the US, which
have crippled Syria’s econ-
omy and led to extreme
poverty among its citizens,

ﬂ' e WY did Assad fall?

Before answering the reason for the rapid fall of Syrian president Bashar al-Assad,
we have to touch on how states theoretically survive. Every state needs four basic
elements to survive, which are: nation, state, territory, and history.

its territory and lacked the
necessary efficiency.

History
The most important el-
ement that makes states
stronger is history. History
can create a common sense
of existence between peo-
ple. States can also use his-
tory as an element to build
great people. Syria has a
great history as a land of
pluralities. In the past, Syria
was the homeland of some
pivotal civilizations. Due
to its geopolitical location,
it has connected various
cultures, thoughts, and
. religions through-
o out history, which
has enriched
its cultural

Special Issue

Syria’s Past, Present, and Future

especially the Syrian army:.
Furthermore, one can point
to Bashar al-Assad’s lack
of commitment to imple-
menting structural and
fundamental changes in the
government and his inabil-
ity to alter his approaches,
which failed to endear the
people to his regime. This
has significantly damaged
the Assad family’s standing
due to their reluctance to
pursue necessary reforms
and fundamental changes.
Based on the available ev-
idence, I doubt that the
groups in question current-
ly play any significant role
in Syria’s present situation,
although future develop-
ments could lead to other
arrangements. Overall, I find
it unlikely that such groups
can be relied upon. Howev-
er, the reality is that Syria’s
future is so ambiguous and
the conditions are so bleak
and complex that making
definitive predictions about
the future is impossible.

What do you know about
Israel’s future plans for
Syria? Now that there are
no military forces in Syr-
ia, do you consider Isra-

el’s threats regarding its
ability and plan to strike
Iran as psychological war-
fare or a serious threat?
Israel has completely de-
stroyed one of the region’s
most powerful armies. Re-
gardless of how much the
new Syrian ruling council
disagrees with the former
government, Syria still
needs an army and military
equipment to defend its
sovereignty. Israel is truly
exploiting the current sit-
uation, and one could say
that Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
the president of Turkey,
has paved the way for one
of the largest Islamic coun-
tries to fall into a dire and
defenseless state. However,
[ doubt that Israel’s capacity
to strike Iran through Syria
has significantly increased
as Israel has taken the same
path before.

It is true that Syrians had
radar and tracking capa-
bilities in Syrian airspace,
but Israel always targeted
these radars. If Israel want-
ed to carry out an attack on
Iran, it could easily use Syr-
ian airspace. I believe that
the strikes Israel made on
Syrian military equipment

LORENZO TUGNOLI/THE WASHINGTON POST

heritage in return. However,
these lessons were ignored
by the Assad government
as it chose to define Syria in
a different way that weak-
ened the national identity
of Syrians. In fact, I think,
more than anything, the
denial of history led to the
denial of Assad’s Syria.

Of the four elements need-

ed to build a strong mod-
ern state or government,
Syria had all four, but due
to wrong policies and ex-
ternal pressures — such as
numerous Israeli attacks
and Western sanctions
— it could never become
a developed and strong
country. The accumulation
of popular demands, espe-

A little girl waves Syria’s new flag in eastern Aleppo. .__f.’ *

SKY NEWS

and armaments were in-
tended to neutralize Syria
as a threat and eliminate
Syria’s military capabilities
for their own security.
Regarding Iran, I do not
think these developments
and Israel’s access to Iran
through Syria have much
importance. Israel has
previously utilized Syrian
airspace, passing through
southwestern Syria, and
used Jordanian airspace.
Accessing Iraqi airspace to
strike Iran was not partic-
ularly complicated or diffi-
cult, either. Now, with the
Syrian army dismantled, it
might seem that a signif-
icant transformation has
occurred regarding Israel’s
ability to attack on Iran. In
reality, however, Israel has
just eliminated a poten-
tial threat nearby. In other
words, regardless of who
controls Syria in the future,
Syria cannot quickly rebuild
its military capabilities and
obtain the means to counter
Israel if it seeks to reclaim
occupied territories.

The interview first appeared
in the Farsi-language news-
paper Ham Mihan.

Two men stand in a cemetery near the site of a suspected mass grave in Najha, a southern suburb of Damascus,
on December 14, 2024. Thousands of bodies are thought to be buried here, but excavations and identification
procedures have not started yet.

cially in the economic and
welfare arenas, and the
government’s inability to
respond to them ultimately
fanned the flames of a war
against the Assad govern-
mentin 2011, and 14 years
later, the Syrian govern-
mentwas overthrown by
armed rebel
groups.
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Iran grabs 50 medals,
wins men’s junior title

Iran enjoyed a pro-
lific run at the Asian
Youth and Junior
Weightlifting Cham-
pionships, collect-
ing a remarkable 50
medals across the
men’s and women'’s
competitions.

The pinnacle of the
Iranians’ campaign
in Doha came in the
men’s junior con-
tests, where the 10-
man squad tallied
727 points to beat
Uzbekistan (684pts)
and Saudi Arabia
(594pts) to the title.
Superheavyweight
Hamidreza Moham-
madi brought the
curtain down on a
glorious campaign
for Iran on Wednes-
day, registering a

177-225-402 per-
formance to make a
clean sweep of three
silver medals in the
men’s junior +109kg
event.

There was further
final-day glory for
the country in the
women’'s draw,
with Sara Safaverdi
winning the snatch
silver in the +87kg
class with a best ef-
fort of 100kg, while
Ma’soumeh Hos-
seini settled for the
snatch bronze in the
youth +81kg event.
Iran stood fourth in
a tight women’s ju-
nior race with 577
points, following
Kazakhstan (598pts),
Chinese Taipei (586),
and India (584).
Ariya Paydar head-
lined Iranian men’s

medal haul in the
Qatari capital with
three golds in the
junior 109kg event.
Mehrab Davasari,
Amirmohammad
Rahmati, Hamidreza
Zarei, and Amirhos-
sein Sepah were
also among the gold
winners, as Iran
finished with eight
golds, 15 silvers, and
12 bronzes.
Haniyeh Sharifi,
meanwhile, spear-
headed Iranian
women across the
youth and junior
categories with the
total and C&]J golds,
as well as the snatch
silver in the junior
71kg contests.
Iranian girls bagged
double golds, five
silvers, and eight
bronzes.
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Tsitsipas hoping to ‘reinvent’
himselfin search for stability

Two-time
Grand Slam finalist
Stefanos Tsitsipas said
on Friday he needs to
break out of a rut and
start afresh in 2025 af-
ter winning just one ti-
tle in the previous cam-
paign and dropping out
of the world’s top 10.

The Greek world num-
ber 11, who claimed
his only win at the
Monte Carlo Masters,
has also ended his
collaboration with his
father Apostolos as his
coach.

“I'm looking at kind of
reinventing myself,”

GETTY IMAGES

said Tsitsipas, who be-
gins his season at the
Dec. 27-Jan. 5 United
Cup mixed team event.
“I felt like I've been stuck
in a pattern over the last
few months. I haven’t
been able to kind of un-
lock the pattern.

“I'm looking for a

fresh, new 2025. That
doesn’t mean to sud-
denly just start win-
ning everything.

“It’s just to see a tra-
jectory of constant
improvement and im-
proving in all fields in
my career, but also in
my outside life ... ] want
to have stability in my
life,” he told reporters.

Tsitsipas is starting the
year outside the top 10
for the first time since
2019 and he hoped
that would take some
of the pressure off him.
“I don’t think there’s
that much pressure
when you’re outside of
the top 10. Well, proba-
bly there is some pres-
sure in terms of like
now it's my opportuni-
ty to add on points and
get some good weeks
going,” he said.

The United Cup will
serve as part of Tsitsi-
pas’ preparations for
the Australian Open,
where the 26-year-old
reached the final in
2023.

Man United ‘just have to survive)’,
says Amorim after Wolves loss

Ruben Amorim said
Manchester United
must adopt survival
mode to end their
miserable run after
a fourth defeat in
five Premier League
matches dropped
them to 14th, eight
points above the rel-
egation zone.
United’s Portuguese
manager blamed the
lack of time to coach
his players as a bar-
rier to progress af-
ter a sapping Boxing
Day defeat at Wolves,
where his captain,
Bruno Fernandes,
was sent off early in
the second half after
picking up a second
yellow card.

Amorim is the first
United manager to
lose as many as five of
his first 10 games in
charge of the club in
all competitions since
Walter Crickmer in
January 1932.

“I manage but I didn’t
train [the players],” said

Amorim, who re-
placed Erik ten Hag
six weeks ago. “They
need time to train,
they are completely
changing the way of
playing, it is really
hard on them and
for the staff to pass
on all the informa-
tion. When you don’t
have results, it’s even
harder for them to
believe.

“In this moment we
just have to survive
and to win some
time to work on the
team. We already
knew it. I started
this job, with the
team, the new idea,
without any time to
train, with a lot of
tough games. It is
a long journey. We
have to continue to
fight these bad mo-
ments. We need time
to work. We also
have to win games
to sell the idea to
the players. If not, it
is really hard.”
Wolves scored di-

Four last-gasp finishes on dramatic night in NBA

rectly from a corner
through Matheus
Cunha, a near-identi-
cal goal to the one Son
Heung-min scored
in Tottenham'’s
4-3 Carabao Cup
quarter-final vic-
tory last week.
Cunha admitted
his teammates
were asked to
“manage” the
United goal-
keeper André
Onana by un-
settling him.
Asked whether
United can think
about qualify-
ing for Europe,
Amorim replied:
“We have to work
on a lot of things in
our club, inside the
pitch, outside the
pitch, so let’s fo-
cus on each game,
each time. We
have to use every
minute of training
and to improve the
team.”

GETTY IMAGES

BBC - The Portland Trail
Blazers’ Scoot Henderson
scored the game-winning
basket with 0.1 seconds
remaining in one of four
last-gasp finishes in the
NBA on Thursday.
Henderson’s step-back
jumper gave the Trail Blaz-
ers two points and sealed
a 122-120 win against the
Utah Jazz.

In Miami, Tyler Herro sunk

a 15-footer with 0.5 sec-
onds to go to complete an
89-88 for the Miami Heat
against state rivals the Or-
lando Magic.

There was still time for Or-
lando to have the last shot
but Jalen Suggs’ long three-
point attempt rimmed out
and was ruled to have
come after the buzzer.
The most unlikely win
came for the Detroit Pis-

tons as Jaden Ivey scored a
three-pointer while being
fouled, with 3.1 seconds
on the clock, and sunk the
subsequent free throw to
complete a 114-113 win
against the Sacramento
Kings.

The Pistons had trailed by
10 points inside the final
three minutes.

And in Washington, Jordan
Poole’s three-pointer with

8.7 seconds left helped the
Washington Wizards beat
the Charlotte Hornets.
Poole’s basket put the
Wizards 112-110 ahead
before Charlotte’s Bran-
don Miller missed from
distance with six seconds
to go, and Washington’s
Justin Champagnie hit one
of two free throws as the
Wizards completed a 113-
110 victory.

Washington trailed by
21 points in the first half
and remain bottom of
the Eastern Conference
despite a fifth win of the
season.

In Thursday’s other fix-
tures, the Oklahoma City
Thunder beat Indiana Pac-
ers 120-114 for their ninth
straight win.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 45 points for the

Western Conference lead-
ers.

The Memphis Grizzlies,
currently third behind
the Thunder, scored 155
points - the most in their
franchise history - in a
155-126 win against the
Toronto Raptors.

Jaren Jackson Jr and rook-
ie Zach Edey both notched
21-point double-doubles.
Jalen Johnson scored a ca-

reer-high 30 points to help
the Atlanta Hawks come
from behind to beat the
Chicago Bulls 141-133, Ja-
len Green scored 30 points
as the Houston Rockets
beat the struggling New
Orleans Pelicans 128-111
and Cameron Johnson
scored 29 points in the
Brooklyn Nets 111-105
victory against the Milwau-
kee Bucks.
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Iran FM: Trip to China aimed at
consulting on international issues

C International Desk )

Iran’s top diplomat, who touched
down in China’s capital on Friday for
a two-day visit, said his trip is aimed
at consulting with Chinese officials on
bilateral ties and regional and interna-
tional issues including Iran’s nuclear
issue.

Abbas Araghchi told reporters in a vid-
eo published by Iranian state media as
he arrived in Beijing that the visit was
taking place “at a very suitable time.”
Referring to numerous consultations
held between Tehran and China on
different international issues over the
past years, the Iranian foreign minister
said, “Now, there exists critical circum-
stances. Not only the region abounds
with various tumults, but also there
are various [thorny] issues at the inter-
national level, also our nuclear issue in
the new year will face a situation that
needs more consultations.”

“The invitation of our Chinese friends
was for this reason, that at the begin-
ning of the new year... we should think
together, consult and be ready for the
challenges that will come.”

In an article published by China’s of-

ficial People’s Daily newspaper on
Friday, Araghchi said his visit to China
will open a “new chapter” in strategic
cooperation between the two coun-
tries and herald a “golden” era for bi-
lateral relations.

“The next golden 50 years of Iran-Chi-
na relations will demonstrate that this
visit marks the beginning of a new
chapter of strategic cooperation be-
tween the two countries,” he wrote.
The top Iranian diplomat also noted
that Iran and China have long engaged
in “practical cooperation” to promote
multilateralism and develop indige-
nous values, adding that both sides
have defended each other’s fundamen-
tal interests in international forums.
He also hailed “pragmatic” Iran-China
ties, citing close political and defense
coordination, exchange of high-level
delegations, as well as cooperation in
the Belt and Road Initiative (BR1), the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(sco), the BRICS group of emerging
economies, and the Beijing-brokered
deal between Iran and Saudi Arabia in
March 2023.

Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged
in October to increase ties with Iran

during talks with his counterpart Ma-
soud Pezeshkian in Russia on the side-
lines of a BRICS summit.

“Iran and China share common inter-
ests and concerns not only at bilater-
al and regional levels, but also at the
trans-regional and international lev-
els,” Araghchi emphasized.

“While firmly believing in the sig-
nificance of multilateralism and the
benefits of joint cooperation towards
the prosperity of human society, both
countries keep cooperating closely in
multilateral mechanisms, including the
SCO and the BRICS.”

China is Iran’s largest trade partner.
Both states are subject to different
levels of illegal sanctions imposed by
the US.

The two countries signed the long-
term strategic partnership deal
in March 2021 to reinforce their
long-standing economic and political
alliance.

In his article, Araghchi said that West
Asia is facing numerous challenges, the
core of which is the Palestine issue.
The humanitarian crisis in Gaza,
caused by the Israeli genocide and
supported by some world powers, has

been exacerbated by the inaction of
the international community and ir-
responsible behavior of some parties,
he noted.

Iran and China believe that an immedi-
ate cease-fire in Gaza and the delivery
of humanitarian aid are now the most
important priorities, he said.

The Iranian foreign minister further

referred to the recent developments in
Syria, urging respect for the country’s
unity, national sovereignty, and terri-
torial integrity.

Tehran, he pointed out, believes
that the Syrian people should de-
cide the future of their country
without destructive intervention or
external imposition.

Syria’s new rulers warn against incitement

as tensions brew

Syria’s new authorities on Thurs-
day launched a security crackdown
in a coastal region where 14 police-
men were Kkilled a day before, vowing
to pursue “remnants” of the ousted
Bashar al-Assad government accused
of the attack, state media reported.
The violence in Tartous Province, part
of the coastal region that is home to
many members of Assad’s Alawite sect,
has marked the deadliest challenge yet
to the new authorities which swept
him from power on Dec. 8, Reuters re-
ported.

The security forces launched the Tar-
tous operation to “control security,
stability, and civil peace, and to pursue
the remnants of Assad’s militias in the
woods and hills”, state news agency
SANA reported.

The crackdown was announced as the
Damascus authorities warned of an at-
tempt to incite sectarian strife, after a
video dating from late November cir-
culated on social media showing a fire
inside an Alawite shrine in Aleppo. The
interior ministry said unknown groups
perpetrated the violence and that its
forces were working “night and day”
to protect religious sites.

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTs), the former
Al-Qaeda affiliate which led the mili-

s
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tant campaign that toppled Assad, has
repeatedly vowed to protect minority
groups. Many members of minority
groups, including Christians, are wor-
ried about the policies of the new rul-
ers.

In a predominantly Alawite neighbor-
hood of Damascus, Alawite sheikh Ali
Dareer said that homes had been van-
dalized and people beaten on the basis

&, Mohammad Ali Rajabi
B , Cartoonist

Fighters affiliated with Syria’s new
administration stand guard on the
streets of Syria’s western coastal city of
Latakia on December 26, 2024.

AAREF WATAD/AFP

of their religious identity, despite HTS
promises the sect would be treated
with respect. He blamed “a third party”
trying to incite discord.

Dareer told Reuters that the commu-
nity had extended its hand to the new
government but there “have been
many violations”, citing multiple ac-
counts of people being beaten at a
checkpoint.

An HTS fighter in the area said there
had been an incident on Thursday in
which Alawites were taken off a bus
and beaten because of their religion,
but denied that HTS was responsible.
“This is a matter of sedition, and we
don’t want to be dragged into it,” Da-
reer said. “Thousands of people are
filled with resentment, anxiety, and
their dignity is offended,” he said.
“However, we must remain committed
to peace.”

Underlining sectarian tensions, pro-
testers chanted slogans during a rally
outside local government headquar-
ters in Tartous, images posted on so-
cial media on Wednesday showed.
Mohammed Othman, the newly ap-
pointed governor of the coastal Latakia
region adjoining Tartous, met Alawite
sheikhs to “encourage community co-
hesion and civil peace”, SANA reported.
The Syrian information ministry de-
clared a ban on what it described as
“the circulation or publication of any
media content or news with a sectar-
ian tone aimed at spreading division”.

Yemen launches
missile attack

( International Desk )

Yemen on Friday said they carried
out new military operation against
Israel, using a hypersonic ballistic
missile.

The Yemeni Armed Forces in a
statement on Friday said they "car-
ried out a specific military opera-
tion targeting Ben Gurion Airport
in the occupied area of Yaffa [Tel Aviv]
using a hypersonic ballistic missile
of Palestine2 type".

The statement said the armed forc-
es also targeted a ship in the Ara-
bian Sea.

Israel's military earlier Friday said
"one missile that was launched
from Yemen was intercepted before
crossing into Israeli territory."
There was no immediate comment
on the other attacks claimed by Ye-
menis.

The latest attack by the Yemenis
came after Israeli raids pounded Sa-
na’a's international airport and oth-
er targets in Yemen on Thursday.
On Thursday, Israeli warplanes
attacked Sana’a airport where the
head of the World Health Organiza-
tion, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, said he was waiting for a flight.
Four people died in the airport at-
tack and around 20 travelers and
staff were wounded, a Yemeni offi-
cial said on Friday. The WHO chief
said one of his plane's crew was
among the injured.

The strikes against what Israel's
military called Ansarallah’s "mil-
itary targets" left six people dead
in total, according to Yemeni me-
dia, and came a day after Yemen
launched missile and drone attacks
on [srael. Sanaa's international air-
port resumed services at 10:00 am

on Israeli targets __

(0700 GMT) on Friday, Deputy Trans-
port Minister Yahya al-Sayani told a
press conference.

The airport's control tower was
"directly hit," along with the busy
departure lounge, he said.

On Friday, the top of the control
tower was a bombed-out shell and
large windows in the airport build-
ing were shattered, with glass litter-
ing the ground.

"The attack happened when there
were a lot of passengers and a
plane departing at 7:00 pm," Say-
ani said.

"There was another plane planned
to land and it did land directly after
the attack.”

A series of strikes were also carried
out against a power station in Ye-
men’s strategic western port city of
Hudaydah, the al-Masirah television
channel reported. The statement by
the Yemen’s Armed Forces also said
that Israeli "aggression will only
increase the determination and re-
solve of the great Yemeni people to
continue supporting the Palestinian
people”.

Yemenis have declared their open
support for Palestine’s struggle
against the Israeli occupation since
the regime launched its devastating
war on Gaza on October 7, 2023,
which has so far killed more than
45,000 Palestinians, mostly women
and children.

Ansarullah has been also targeting
ships linked to Israel, the United
States, and the United Kingdom
to force an end to the Tel Aviv re-
gime’s genocidal war on Gaza. The
Yemeni Armed Forces have said
they will not stop their attacks un-
til Israel’s ground and aerial offen-
sives in Gaza end.
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' Oskouei's portrait wins gold
at Kyrgyzstan photography festival

C Arts & Culture Desk

A portrait titled ‘Loneliness’ by re-
nowned Iranian photographer, doc-
umentarian, and researcher of pho-
tographic history Mehrdad Oskouei,
clinched the gold meadal for Best Por-
trait at the 6th Annual Victor Polinsky
International Photography in 2024, held
in Kyrgyzstan.

The festival featured a panel of judges,

including Maja Stosic from Serbia, Al-
exander Sasich from Ireland, and Mo-
hammad Reza Chaiforoosh from Iran,
who evaluated the submissions. In total,
seven of Oskouei’s photographs were ac-
cepted for the competition, with ‘Lone-
liness’ earning the gold medal in the
portrait category. Plus, two of his other
photographs received honorary men-
tions at the festival, underscoring Osk-
ouei’s exceptional talent and versatility.

Viktor Polinski (1965-2013) was a prom-
inent Russian photographer known
for his impactful work in Kyrgyzstan,
where his images were widely utilized,
including on currency, in election cam-
paigns, publications, and books. Beyond
his professional photography, Polinski
contributed to the field by founding a
photography school that bears his name,
dedicated to educating aspiring photog-
raphers.

The Viktor Polinski Award is organized
under the auspices of the International
Federation of Photographic Art (FiAP),
the Photographic Society of America
(PsA), the Focus Photo Club of Iran, and
the International Association of Art
Photographers (1aAP). Photographs that
succeed in this festival are archived un-
der both FIAP and PSA, and they also
count towards the qualifications for
FIAP and PSA titles.

Iran signals readiness to establish joint science, technology park with Iraq

( Social Desk )

Iran expressed its readiness to establish
ajoint science and technology park with
Iraq, in a significant move to strengthen
academic and technological ties.

During a meeting between Iran’s Minis-
ter of Science, Research and Technology
Hossein Simai Sarraf, and Iraq’s Deputy
Minister of Higher Education and Sci-
entific Research, Professor Haider Abd
Dahed, both sides underscored their
commitment to enhancing scientific
cooperation in various fields, including
student exchanges and research initia-
tives, ILNA wrote.

Simai Sarraf emphasized Iran’s eager-
ness to welcome a greater number of
Iraqi students, particularly in border
regions where several prominent uni-

versities are located. “We are prepared
to accept motivated and talented Iraqi
students at our best universities,” he
stated, while highlighting the necessity
of studying in Persian, an idea that has
received support from the Iraqi govern-
ment.

The Iranian minister further elaborated
on the potential for collaboration, say-
ing, “While we are ready to establish a
joint science and technology park with
Iraq, the various dimensions of this
project need to be carefully studied” He
noted that the Iraqi side showed a keen
interest in leveraging Iran’s experiences
in developing technology parks.

In response to Iraq’s proposal for Irani-
an students to study in Iraq, Simai Sar-
raf welcomed the idea and mentioned
the allocation of 100 scholarships for

Iranian students, contingent upon the
establishment of suitable conditions for
implementation.

Dahed shared insights on Iraq’s legisla-
tive progress, noting that the success-
ful experience of Iran in developing its
technology ecosystem has served as a
model for Iraq. “We have drafted legal
frameworks for establishing a science
and technology park in Iraq based on
Iran’s experience,” he stated, adding that
the specifics of the collaboration will be
finalized during an upcoming meeting of
Iranian and Iraqi universities in Karbala.
He also pointed out the substantial
number of Iraqi students currently
studying in Iran, reiterating the impor-
tance of these students learning Persian
to better understand Iranian culture and
knowledge.

Dahed extended an invitation to Simai

further solidifying the collaborative spir-
it between the two nations in the realm
of education and technology.

Sarraf to attend the joint meeting of Ira-
nian and Iraqi universities in Karbala,

Same mistakes, different...

Despite the memo’s foresight, it was
Page1 > largely dismissed by
Washington policy-
makers, buried deep in diplomatic
archives, and its author faced signifi-
cant professional repercussions. Mer-
ry’s dissenting views, which clashed
with the prevailing orthodoxy of pro-
moting free-market economics at all
costs, rendered him a pariah within
the State Department. After his three-
year term at the Moscow embassy, he
found himself sidelined, and his ca-
reer in the foreign service was effec-
tively stalled.
This newly revealed document, de-
classified after being hidden for nearly
30 years as the result of a Freedom of
Information Act lawsuit, underscores
the consequences of ignoring dissent-
ing voices in policy discussions. It
also serves as a stark reminder of the

risks of applying a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to foreign intervention. Merry
argued that prioritizing market-driven
reforms over democratic development
was a mistake that could reignite ad-
versarial relations between Russia
and the West—a warning that seems
prescient in light of Russia’s subse-
quent trajectory under Vladimir Putin.
Today, this memo is not just a histori-
cal document but a call for reflection.
It raises urgent questions about the
lessons Washington has—or has not—
learned as it continues to engage with
complex global challenges. Merry’s
insights highlight the importance of
understanding local contexts, respect-
ing the agency of nations, and valuing
dissent within policymaking—a mes-
sage that resonates strongly in an in-
creasingly interconnected and volatile
world.

Key insights from memo

Misguided focus on market econom-
ics: Merry’s memo criticizes the US for
overemphasizing free-market reforms
in Russia, arguing that these policies,
such as the shock therapy promot-
ed by US economists, were ill-suited
to Russia’s economic reality. Merry
warned that the rush to privatize and
implement market reforms against the
backdrop of Russia’s fragile democracy
could alienate the Russian people and
deepen economic disparities. He not-
ed that most Russians did not associ-
ate market forces with positive ethical
outcomes and were wary of economic
theories pushed by Western advisors.
The memo called for a more nuanced
understanding of Russia’s needs, stress-
ing that the focus should be on helping
Russia develop democratic institutions
rather than imposing Western economic
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models.

Call for respect and patience in US
foreign policy: Merry urged a shift in
US foreign policy towards Russia, advo-
cating for a “benign respect” that would
recognize the complexity of Russia’s po-
litical and economic transformation. He
argued that the US should support Rus-
sian democracy but not impose specific
economic models. Merry emphasized
that US officials were often perceived
by Russians as condescending and
overly eager to experiment with their
country’s future. The approach of “as-
sistance tourists,” as Merry described
it, not only contributed to the percep-
tion of foreign interference but also un-
dermined the legitimacy of democratic
forces in Russia. He suggested that the
US should prioritize helping Russia de-
velop sustainable democratic structures
rather than pushing for rapid economic
changes that could destabilize the coun-
try further.

Rejection of dogmatic economic pol-
icies: Merry’s memo also critiqued the
dogmatic view that free markets and
democracy were inherently linked. He
pointed out that while markets may
operate without democracy, the re-
verse was not true: democracies could
exist without free markets. The memo’s
call for a balanced approach—one that
emphasized democratic development
alongside cautious economic reforms—
was a sharp contrast to the prevailing
orthodoxy in Washington at the time,
which largely viewed free-market cap-
italism as the necessary foundation for
a democratic society.

Lessons for today: Relevance of
Merry’s memo
The lessons embedded in Wayne Mer-

ry’s 1994 memo remain strikingly
relevant today. First, it highlights the
dangers of imposing one-size-fits-all
solutions to complex geopolitical is-
sues. US policymakers’ failure to un-
derstand Russia’s unique context led to
policies that not only failed to stabilize
the country but also contributed to the
rise of anti-democratic forces. Second,
the memo underscores the importance
of listening to on-the-ground experts,
rather than relying solely on abstract
ideological frameworks or academic
theories. Merry’s warning about the
consequences of ignoring local realities
resonates strongly in today’s complex
global landscape, where the West’s in-
terventions often fail to achieve desired
outcomes due to a lack of understand-
ing of local dynamics.

Moreover, Merry’s experience serves as
a cautionary tale about the dangers of
suppressing dissent within government
circles. The “dissent channel,” which
was meant to encourage honest, critical
feedback, was ultimately used against
those who expressed opposing views,
stifling constructive criticism and pre-
venting meaningful policy debate. This
lesson remains pertinent in today’s
political climate, where openness to di-
verse perspectives is critical for making
informed decisions.

In conclusion, revisiting Merry’s memo
today offers a valuable opportunity for
reflection. It serves as a reminder that
successful foreign policy is built not
on unilateral power or simplistic eco-
nomic prescriptions, but on respect,
understanding, and support for local
democratic processes. As the global
political landscape becomes ever more
complex, the lessons of the past are
more important than ever.



