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OPINION

EXCLUSIVE

The Islamic Republic of
Iran, colloquially known
as the “Resistance State,”
has played an unparal
leled role in the Middle
East and Southwest Asia in
combating terrorism and
extremism. Following the
emergence of extremist
and terrorist groups in the
region — which were grow
ing like malignant cancer
and had managed to affect
f *<%oe<Dc...
countries in the region up to
that point — it was Iran and
its armed forces, particularly
the Quds Force of the IRGC,
that raised the banner of
D% S—<o%0 —F""""
fet <eDZc<...
on them.
According to prominent arx
alysts and politicians, erad
icating terrorist groups like
ISIS was expected to take
ot f"Z> =™ T% .
er, it was the Islamic Repub
lic of Iran that — by lending
f'l'N(o‘") fl.(l—
Zi%()(—(’f—i %0 *~
—S:t " %o e f‘T D «%o
the eradication of terrorism

in the region — not only
changed political equations
but also demonstrated that
the Resistance has an incen

C—eo

CEFCFLZE T ™MEY <o e
complex crises by relying on
the will of the people.
Furthermore, Iran has taken | ,
%o<fo— o—"cTte <o "—ZF Iran’s forest ecosystems
regioqal and internationa] in periL urgent
commitments and responsi _ _ .
S Za—che > fo.—<CEZs fo action negdedfor _
—<EZ> Lt f—ce%o =177 conservation: DoE chief

Historically, considering its
geopoalitical and strategic pe
sition, Iran has always been
exposed to a combination of
internal and external threats.
The experiences it gained in
Tte—<e% fet "%
S ..éfZZi-%oi'
the country in a prominent
position in managing com
plex regional crises.
Promoting resistance and
combating terrorism and
extremism is one of the
most important compo-
nents of the foreign policy
of the Islamic Republic of
"fed St D<FZt-fo
plomacy are two important
f'ee —=Sf— Sf™t %%
glzed in Iran, playlng an ef
I
in defeat Page >
ing and combating extrem
ist terrorist groups such as
ISIS and Al-Qaeda.
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Saisho Yuta), the political counselor of Embassy of Japan in -
Iran, accompanied by his colleague Toyoko Morita, sits down for
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“ Pistachio Is Iran's rich herltage
global commodity
Iranian pistachios are among the most important and
valuable agricultural products in the country, playing_
t fec%oocOc..fom " 7% <o —s¢ sf—<'efZ %ot
Th_ed etTM ~en —SF¢ St —<efZ “—fZc—a

and diverse cultivars, these strategic products have consistently
attracted attention in both domestic and international markets.
With a history spanning over three thousand years, pistachios rep &
resent an invaluable heritage from the heart of Iran’s deserts, forming
an essential part of the nation’s culture and economy. 9
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Iran pioneers Al in oll Industry with
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The Iranian oil sector is embracing Al able production.

1.8 Z %> ™Mc-S —S1t ZfFhee WRFM Tenter iDddsigned to en
WRFM center, which aims to optimize hance real-time operations across oil
real-time management of wells, reser wells, reservoirs, and surface facilities,
voirs, and surface facilities using ad leveraging advanced sensors, data man
vanced analytics, according to senior agement systems, and Al-powered an
%o'“t"eete— "De..<fZe& alytics. The center, developed entirely
The WRFM center, unveiled by Hossein with domestic expertise contrasts with
Afshin, vice president for Science, Teeh similar projects in neighboring cour
nology, and Knowledge-Based Economy, —"<te —Sf— "$75 ‘o coe—%F"
"E'Fefe—e f ecYoecDc... fo— Mshyh highlightéd the<mmject’s strate
ing Iran’s oil industry. Speaking at the gic importance, stating that “reaching
launch event, Afshin announced that f”"—<D<...<fZ <o—%Z2Z<%oFfe...
_Si .f_(‘.]'o D("t_ @”TMi’;]H'zQZ"“"*éﬁZ’Z(%Oi'
set to debut next year at the Sepehr and Al capabilities will be added to this cen

i «Z B<tZtea ter to provide advanced solutions.”
“This project sets the stage for integrat He further commended Pasargad Ex
< * %o -St ‘<Z <% .. - plofdtion Snd Prddutisrr Sompany for
eef"— "IDcet”> —et i T17 dpkarkgadingdhe initiative, describing
Qeshm,” ISNA news agency cited Afshinthe project as a breakthrough. The com
as saying. pany’s involvement, he noted, paves the
WRFM, an integrated approach to ™ f> "'" ‘—
efef% co% ‘<Z fol %ofe Dc<tZEddef'mc ' aietD"n—
optimizing operations in three key ar  der their leadership.
eas: well management, reservoir man St Lte—1"
agement, and facilities management. It with a $10 million investment, uses
combines real-time data and advanced cutting-edge technology to monitor,

co—"

oof"_

. f -ante fadlitRs ’hqaraaagement the center

tsion-trakifid.e f ...
¥ DThHeinitiative'isiseeh S critical step

St” Dc”ee —* "' 7 ZARhin said-"Th¥'inveStment isn't just WRFM center was established and ep
1 Begxpenfddure —it's a leap into a erationalized in under a year through

ie Do~ 'S¢l g

Reiterating the long-term vision for Al
integration, Afshin stated, “Machine
learning algorithms and advanced ana
lytics will transform processes, offering
precise predictions, increased automa
tion, and reduced costs and risks.”

The WRFM system aims to elevate
Iran’s oil and gas operations to global
standards. Combining well, reservoir,

:t-o_"io ”i f <-fZ :t B«.
lizing real-time data for informed dect
S<t <o %o

toward practical digital transformation
<o —'e_ffe <ZD<FZT ofsf?
advanced tools and Al-driven insights,
it sets a benchmark for innovation and
T D cfe..> <o "feie ‘<Z (30,000 barréls’periday increase next
tially serving as a model for other sec year.

tors. Ahmad Mohammadi noted that the

sef"—%74 o' "F f"Dc.. «fe— ‘properplanning’ ‘—"
m— A" "0 o 0o %o o «%o ‘WHIKthisfcentel,"W&€an monitor well
ress and global competitiveness.” and reservoir data online. The oil indus

try must embrace real-time data moni

A4

f—e..S

around 40,000 barrels per day. Cwr
rently, production from the Sepehr and

Tl DetZte 15
day,” he stated.

T ftttta o -
must achieve the target production in

Ffetrd ™S«
$15 to $25 million for every additional
barrel produced.”

Fffte wrarrr ,f
T3 17 ce% D«

St — e fooco”

technologies such as Al to enhance transfer, and analyze data, enabling syn
decision-making and operational ef
Dc..cte v > ofec—"" % of¥pRiAtonstTC ¢complete the subse
mance, predicting reservoir behavior,
and maintaining surface infrastructure, "t "ttad ™MS<c...S -8t %<

e

Booting oil production
chronized and real-time management Speaking at the ceremony, the CEO ofMohammadi emphasized that the initial

Mohammadi further noted that with a
30,000-barrel-per-day increase next

toring for decision-making,” he said.

“__te— ’Sf fed fo fite=< -(;f&n@myanribﬂnéed that oil produe
TEpe—FET 1S fot

Pasargad Exploration and Production development plan for the Sepehr and
TR DefZte ™Mfe Ut —
DI G- —

0 foc -

year, it would be possible to complete
f —theesecdnd phask ofithe Sepehr and-Jo
'Sfetd ™% fPETDCEZT HATTFZ T ete— —™" ST f°

WRFM systems streamline operations, stakeholders aim to secure wrthrn the has surpassed 50,000 barrels per day, ly output of 36,000 barrels from these of schedule, boosting production capac

reduce downtime, and ensure sustain next year.

with hopes of achieving an additional

B«tZt-a

S—— T — .

— < ity tdS1£0,000tbArrelSperiday.

Oil gets lion’s share in Iran’s economic growth in H1

ital formation grew by 4.6%,

tion expenditures rose by
4.4%, and private consump
tion increased by 2.4% com
vf"iT _l _Si .f.i u_
1402.

Economic performance
in H1 of 1403

Iranian year, sectoral growth
rates were as follows:
> Investment growth, measured - Oil and gas: 9.3%
p> 1% " ee D<SET ..’ <-—A‘gZ|cu|fU'r¢ forestry, and
"t 7cece f"> DcotceXoe tion"gteconstant prrces of D<eSce%od taz"
Letec %"t ™M_S ¢ -1403, incBaS’ed—by 4.6% com - Industry and mining: 2.4%

half of the current Iranian frET =0 =St efeil “— B8nrides: 222%
year (started March 20) indicate  1402. Investment in machin  These sectors contributed
that oil remains the primary ery grew by 4.4%, while con  0.7%, 0.4%, 0.8%, and 1.0 per
driver of the country’s eco  struction saw a 4.8% increase. centage points, respectively,
nomic growth. However, the ¢ —Sf of . ‘ot “—f"— 116 overmll GEP growth during
agricultural sector has also %0 ”‘s* D<S§ i t .. f <~ f Znié perigd- < o
thefee—"f %1 <% hadBrown y4-3%, with ma Industrial growth, particularly
growth, outperforming indus-  chinery and construction in-  in large manufacturing facili
try and services in its contri  vestments rising by 7.2% and ties with over 100 employees,
bution to the economy. 2.2%, respectively. was 1.3%, with these facilities

St “—f"—37"Z> "t "' 28 B P e— SfZ" Aécoultifig for 20% of the in
Central Bank of Irancel on rent year of 1403, Iran's GDP, dustrial sector’s value added.
economic growth are akey in including oil sales, stood at Among the 24 key industrial
dicator of whether the econe  40,360.2 trillion rials, while  subcategories, 15 reported
my is thriving or faltering. GDP excluding oil sales was positive growth, including
According to IRNA, a notable uyaruvéas —"« 27 <" s-" < fbricdl pBdldts, . basic met

. Sfe%t <o =St .. g Grevith+dtéseof 2.9% and als, food production, power
reporting is the shift in the 2.4%, respectively. This sus generation, and electrical ma
base year from 2016(1395in  tained growth follows positive  chinery.
the Iranian calendar) to 2021 (1400), economic performance across

Economy Desk
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Leaders of the Eurasian Eco
nomic Union (EAEU) countries
will grant Iran an observer sta
tus and discuss the joint work
— of the members and the Islam
ic Republic within their free
trade agreement in a meeting
to be held in St. Petersburg on

f "I— ¥Thuarsday, December 26.

They are also set to sign a num
ber of documents on forming a
—eecPctt .
a common electricity market,
t anda’sidgle-market for services

and implements liberalization
plans for certain sectors of ser
vices, Press TV wrote.
The meeting comes just a year
after the Eurasian bloc —
comprising Armenia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
_on(f .(%0.¢T f
free trade agreement with Iran
to eliminate customs duties on
almost 90% of goods and es
tablish a preferential regime
for almost all trade between
Iran and Russia.
The agreement is expected to
bring bilateral trade with Iran
—* Dsz tr ,<272<'
seven years from $6.2 billion in

80% of Iran’s trade is with

(10%), Kazakhstans.7u), Belar
us (0.6%), and Kyrgyzstano.5%).
Iran and Russia have cultivated
closer political and economic

aiming to provide amoreae  fZZ “—f"—%"+ ‘" svrt&xpenditure analysis relations in recent years under

—f—F "EDZf . —cte T L tetec ., —"¢2% —ST Dc”e— 3| «‘theifhared goal of countering
realities by adjusting forin Economic growth ‘" svrua % "‘se D<3ft |... fNestefr/sanctions. They have
DZf-<-a drivers in Q2 of 1403 formation grew by 4.1%, as fee'—e. ..ttt f DZ—

Analysis by sector shows that private sector consumption
GDP growth in the second rose by 1.9%, and govera
“—fr—F" ™Mfe T7<"te sménkeverall consumption
contributions across all major  increased by 0.6%, compared
sectors. Growth rates were: to the corresponding period of
- Oil and gas: 8.8% last year.
= Agfficuburg,” forestry, and Notably, machinery invest
DceSce%oa taz" ment in Q1 and Q2 of the
—Sebbices: 28596 current Iranian year rose by
- Industry and mining: 1.7%  0.9% and 4.4%, respectively,
Ste fefZrett ,» DIHFZE L85 o% <o’ "1t f..
penditure componentswith  activity compared to the same
1400 base yeand %o ”‘** B S Feriodg in 1402.

Key economic indicators
Preliminary calculations from
the CBI show that Iran's GDP
at constant prices(the base year
being 1400) reached 2,130.9 trit
Z<'e "<fZe <o —SF of -
ter of the current calendar
>Ff” 7 svruad "ibZf..
growth compared to the same
period in 1402. Excluding the
oil sector, economic growth
for the same period was 2.3%.

initiatives, including trading
in their national currencies as
part of their de-dollarization
program.
Recent barter arrangements
between the two have involved
exchanging Russian metals for
Iranian automobile parts and
gas turbines. The two coun
tries have also held talks with
. ' * Azerbaijan to revive the rail
component of the Internation
al North-South Transport Cor
ridor to connect them to India.

2022. Among the EAEU states,

In the energy sector, the Na
tional Iranian Oil Company

and the Russian Gazprom have

unveiled an ambitious plan for
$40 billion of Russian invest
ments in Iran to sustain and

11732 <Z fet %of+ D

Z<'—tD<tt of——"f2
and construct gas pipelines.
Iran’s disenchantment with the
West — marked by the collapse

.. —e—"‘ee " fof@neckeartagreement after

former US president Donald
Trump withdrew Washington

—Sf— Sfreteccete D<o firomcth& afgofd n 2018 and

imposed more draconian sane
tions on Tehran — has con
vinced the Islamic Republic to
look to its neighbors for trade.
The Eurasian Economic Union,
due to the low volume of its
economic relations with the

© — IS anb the tidmindnce of Rus

sia over the bloc, offers Iran
a fertile ground to expand its
economic diplomacy.

The commercial opening,
achieved through the free
trade agreement and reduction
of tariffs and the use of the ex
isting capacities in the union

‘1 'to BircUdnvent economic sane

tions, provides a platform for a
long-term strategic cooperation
between Iran and the EAEU.

Russia, followed by Armenia The Eurasian Union, as a pole

of regional convergence in
North and Central Asia, creates
a breathing room for business
for Iran as the close cooper

ation of China, India, Turkey,
and some other East Asian
countries with the group holds

"the prosp&ct of easing up the

pressure of sanctions.
Over the past few decades, Iran

has sought to make the best use

of its domestic capacities in
cluding privileged geographical
features, rich natural resources,
and young and educated man
power to forge various part
nerships in its foreign policy
outreach to hedge against he
gemonic powers.

Hence, employing economic di
plomacy and foreign policy ca
pacities to advance the goals of

Iran expected to receive observer status in EAEU

-

. T

t

#

national development has been
more or less constant in differ
ent Iranian administrations

fet "¥DZ%...—ftf <o -S4 »
development documents of the
country.

The main issue in cooperation
with the union is to formu-
late a short-term strategy for
boosting the productivity of
the existing commercial oppor
tunities in parallel with a long-
term strategy to strengthen
the export capacity and reduce
the level of vulnerability of the
country’s production system.
Caution should be observed
in binding the country to the
union’s regulatory regime
where Russia rules supreme
and any excessive commitment
could expose and compromise
the Iran’s economic, commer
cial, technological, and political
capabilities.

That said, Iran’s economic di
plomacy, currently limited to
tariffs and free trade, should
be expanded to investment and
technological cooperation. The
government, as the main actor,
should also facilitate the coop
eration of private and non-gov
ernmental actors.

The emerging regional inte
gration will create economic
interdependence and lead
to the internationalization
of economy and politics. It
will increase the sensitivity
and vulnerability of nations
against hostile measures such
as unilateral sanctions by
the United States. Therefore,
the regional economic con
vergence will act as a buffer
against coercive measures and
create economic deterrence.
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Pistachio Is Iran's rich heritage,
global commodity

Historical context
Iranian pistachios are among Razavi produced 30,000 tons in cultivation in water-scarce areas.

the oldest agricultural products

in the country, dating back over
3,000 years. During the Ach

aemenid era, they were highly
valued as a trade commodity
along the Silk Road. The primary
origins of pistachios are the dry
and desert regions of Iran, partie

ularly Kerman Province and Raf

sanjan, which accounts for over
30% of the country’s pistachio

Tt — L —<'ed f
statistics.

( Iranica Desk
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> Iranian pistachios are among the most important and valu -
_Z__Hfz 1"!-'-_

e IR

cant role in the national economy and non-oil exports. Known for their exceptional quality,

— e

—1 OZf~ & fof t<f7et .
attention in both domestic and internatlonal markets. With a history spanning over
three thousand years, pistachios represent an invaluable heritage from the heart of
Iran’s deserts, forming an essential part of the nation’s culture and economy.
The primary regions for Iranian pistachio cultivation are the dry and semi-arid ar -
eas, particularly Kerman Province and the city of Rafsanjan. In addition to generating
substantial foreign exchange, the pistachio industry provides considerable employment
opportunities in planting, cultivation, harvesting, and processing. Despite challenges such as
water shortages, pest infestations, and economic sanctions, Iran remains one of the largest pista -
chio producers in the world. The export of this product to more than 65 countries has established
Iranian pistachios as a premium brand in global markets, ISNA wrote.
This report will explore the history, cultivars, cultivation areas, production processes, challeng -
es, and future prospects of the Iranian pistachio industry, supported by credible statistics and
real-world examples.

S —Z=c"

Province has emerged as a signif
icant region for pistachio produc
tion. According to a report from
the Ministry of Agricultural Jihad,
pistachio production in this prov-
ince increased from 3,000 tons in
2016 to over 10,000 tons in 2022.
This growth indicates the high

Semnan. For instance, Khorasan potential for expanding pistachio

trtteetrtud ...
cantly to national production.
This trend highlights the coun
try’s potential for expanding pis
tachio cultivation.

Iranian pistachios hold a special
place in global markets due to
their diverse varieties and ex
cellent quality. The cultivation of
pistachios has expanded in many
desert and semi-desert regions

7t <« %6 Iran, thdnks.ta thiZ tree’s high

resistance to arid conditions.

The history of pistachios un
tt”e.
in Iran’s economy and culture.
During the Safavid era, Iranian
pistachios gained immense pop
ularity in Europe. Today, thanks
to its favorable climate and fer

tile soil in central regions, Iran is

Kerman Province, especially

L Ee —St” e %o « Ffsanjan s ¢odsidered the hub

of pistachio production in the
country. In 2021, Rafsanjan alone
produced over 70,000 tons of pis

‘o —"T¢ ——<2%0 *<%oe<P<

Planting, cultivating and
harvesting process
Pistachio trees are typically
planted in sandy-loamy soils in
dry regions. These trees require
minimal water and thrive in hot,
arid climates. The planting proe
nFee f%ocoe <o —ST D¢
pistachio trees usually reaching
economic productivity between
the seventh and tenth years.
During the cultivation stage,
care for pistachio trees includes
regular irrigation, appropriate

—f...Sc¢ed "f " fete—ce% fucthas<ion,.fotassium, and

share of national production.
In addition to Kerman, the Khe

recognized as one of the largest rasan Razavi Province, Semnan, bad cholesterol(bL) levels and

pistachio producers worldwide.

Recent developments and

expansion

Recent advancements in agricul

tural technology have facilitated

the expansion of pistachio culti
: uch

Yazd, and Sistan and Baluches
tan are also important for pista
chio production. For example, in
2022, Khorasan Razavi Province
accounted for 25% of the coun
try’s pistachio production, with
Fayzabad and Bardaskan coun
ties beé oducti®

d, and IRe ently,

e

frea —Stet o="f—1%c..

conducted at Tehran University

of Medical Sciences found that

pistachio consumption led to a
10% reduction in blood sugar
levels among patients with type
2 diabetes.

Pistachios are also a rich source

of antioxidants, which help pre
vent cellular aging and combat
cancer. The vitamin E found in
pistachios plays a crucial role
in boosting the immune system
and improving skin health. For
these reasons, pistachios are rec
ognized globally as a healthy and
nutritious snack.

Iran has long been one of the
largest producers and export
"ars ofipfstachitbs-irsthe world.
According to statistics from the
Food and Agriculture Orgamn
zation (Fa0), Iran produced over
430,000 tons of pistachios from
March 21, 2023, to March 20,
2024, making it the third-larg-

mal water management. Statistics
reveal that over 70% of pistachio
orchards in Iran rely on tradition-
al irrigation methods, leading to

e <%oe<Dc«...
Another challenge is the prev

position in the global pistachio
market. Markets such as China,
India, and Russia continue to be
important destinations for Irani-

fe— ™f—%" ™ fanpistachio exports. In 2023, ex

ports to China increased by 25%,

fertilization, and pest and dis  est pistachio producer globally alence of pests and diseasesin "D Zf...—<*% f *—"‘*% Tt
ease management. One signif and accounting for about 20% of pistachio orchards. The pistachio Iranian pistachios.
icant challenge at this stage is market demand. psylla, for example, is one of the Given the climatic changes and
managing water consumption. Iran’s primary competitors in  most destructive pests, causing increasing drought conditions,
For instance, drip irrigation this market include the Unit  substantial damage to producers the future of the pistachio indus
methods can reduce water us ed States and Turkey. The US, each year. In 2022, over 20% of try hinges on investment in mod
age in pistachio orchards by up particularly California, has i pistachio orchards in Kermanex £7¢ —f...Se‘Z %ocFe fot o.. ¢
to 40%. creased its share in the global perienced reduced yields due to research. CoIIaboratlve efforts
Pistachio harvesting occurs in pistachio market in recent years infestations. between the government and
late summer and is generally per  through advancements in agd  Sanction-related issues have the private sector can implement
formed using both manual and cultural technology. However, fZe+‘ e<%oe<D<... f*—7Z> «sirfitegic progrdnfis to maintain
mechanized methods. According —St “—fZ<«—> fe1 DZf~hlah pistaekipeexports. High and enhance Iran’s share in the
to statistics from the Ministry of  pistachios remain unmatched. transportation costs and bank  global pistachio market. These
Jihad Agriculture, most pistachio Reports from the Islamic Re  <¢ % "Fe—"<...—<‘ee o f ¢} actiohs Wilcontriliiite to sus
orchards in Iran are harvested public of Iran Customs Adminis  for producers to access interna  tainable agricultural develop-
traditionally. However, the use of tration indicate that Iranian pis-  tional markets. Nevertheless, ment and the country’s economic
mechanized equipment can low tachios are exported to over 65 the government seeks to alle  prosperity.
er harvesting costs and enhance countries, including China, India, viate production and export In summary, Iranian pistachios,
Tt — = <¢'e 17D <. <t .. >@ermany, and Russia. barriers through supportive  as one of the most valuable ag
Pistachios are rich in nutrients,  Asian markets, especially China policies. ricultural products, have his
<o Z—Tco% '7'—1 e aamldpdid,daré amgng the most Despite these challenges, the lra  torically played a vital role in
mins, and essential minerals important destinations for Ira-  nian pistachio industry has sub  Iran’s economy. Their high qual

nian pistachio exports. In 2021, stantial potential for growth and ity, diverse cultivars, and unique
phosphorus. Regular consump  over 80,000 tons were exported  development. Advancementsin DZf~*” ef...—"% f o'F .. <fZ
tion of pistachios can help lower to these two countries, demor  modern irrigation systems and  Iranian pistachios in global mar

strating Iran’s capacity to supply  the use of high-yield cultivars kets. Despite challenges such as
improve heart health. Research global markets. Despite sanc can notably enhance the coun water scarcity, climate change,
has shown that consuming 40 tions, Iranian pistachio exports  try’s pistachio production. For and economic sanctions, Iran has
grams of pistachios daily can re Ve—ce—1t — "Zf> [ <% exBruplefimplethEnting pressure e fce—fcett f e<%oe<Dc...fe— o

duce the risk of heart disease by
up to 20%.
Sfeee -t —St¢” S<%S
tent, pistachios positively impact
estive health 3nd help re
e*blood sugar . Ste

in the agricultural economy.
Pistachio production in Iran fac
eb muttiple.challenges, including
water scarcity. Most pistachio
orghards are#®Cated g
d t 3 , hecessital o

i

irrigation projects in Kerman or-

the global market. The export of

chards has successfully reduced pistachios to over 65 countries

water consumption.
Marketing and developing export

BrketsS'@re other forwal
g strategies to bolste ' i
G ’

underscores the high potential of
this product for generatlng reve
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Cultural Commonalities Between Two Ancient Nations

Building bridges of culture, tourism
between Iran, Jap

Historical documents show that Persian culture has had a L i l]
.(%D.(O(___f.— (.Oz_i....:t e f.— .(f. . -
Staff writers past centuries, and many historical and cultural artifacts and ‘
tablets are still being discovered in these countries, proving
the extent of their longstanding relations with Iran. E
f'fea f "fe..<cof—<o%o fe-
long-standing tradition of friendly relations rooted in historical and cultural ties, alongside
economic and political interactions. The two countries have had extensive relations dating back
to the prosperous Silk Road era, with a number of people frequently traveling between the two
countries. In recent years, both sides have managed to familiarize each other with their arts and
customs through cultural weeks and the exchange of cultural and artistic delegations.
Japanese tourists are keen to travel to Iran, and many of them develop a fondness for
—Sce L t—es frf" —SFc” Oce— =" fet F& k<o f = f " Z<e
thereafter. They are not only interested in viewing historical sites but also wish to have
experiential travels in Iran, such as living with nomads. They are eager to get acquainted

By Leila Imeni &
Hamideh Hosseini
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with Iranian culture and customs up close, and they also admire the natural beauty of Iran.
e "t.fte— tE...fTEeda =S S
presence in the international arena. Cinema enthusiasts in Japan, like their counterparts
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To assess the level of cultural and tourism relations between the two countries, Iran Daily -
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Iran, which will follow below.

JapanandlIran are
among the countries
with the largest

IRAN DAILY:How have tourism
relations between Iran and Ja -
pan developed in recent years?

fet "Ff——"% OcZee "7t

" f

lar among Japanese tourists?
For example, are there any
't ...«D«...

" —SI"F fe> ¢'f.. <D ¢hingdikefthit that you believe

or changes you have observed
during this time?

SAISHO YUTAAs you know, at
the beginning of this
year, the Iranian government
eased its visa policy for Japa
nese tourists. They decided to
exempt the touristic visa for Jap
anese people. Normally, this had
a lot of effect on increasing Japa
nese tourists to Iran. Because in
Iran, there are a lot of touristic

would be more appealing for
Japanese tourists?

Isfahan and Tabriz are very pie
turesque touristic places for
Japanese tourists, and they are
very pleased to visit Iran. But as
you mentioned, Japanese peo
ple are hot spring lovers. Japan
is a volcanic and seismic coun
try, similar to Iran, which hosts a
lot of very appealing hot spring
places in the country. | didn't

assets, a lot of UNESCO Worldhave a chance to visit yet, but Ar

the Japan International Coop
eration Agency, accepts many

St oo %o B T e te—e "D fZe

to provide capacity-building

cooperation and courses relat

ed to governmental issues. One
of the courses they gave was
tourism courses, and one of its
lectures was about hot springs.

o "fecfe "D <fZ f-

course. The Iranian Embassy in
Tokyo asked this guy to conduct
a survey about the development
of hot spring tourist destina-

tions near Tehran. It was already
almost 20 years ago. | sent an
email to him yesterday, and | re

Saisho Yutar) and his colleague
Toyoko Morita
IRAN DAILY/HOSSEIN NAQIZADH

succeeded in adding one more
UNESCO World Heritage Site, so
congratulations to Iran. It was
Hegmataneh in Hamedan Prov
ince. Japan and Iran are among
the countries with the larg-
est number of World Heritage
Sites. In Japan, there are many
world heritage amateur, includ
<*%0 *td St D<o "Zf ..
to visit in Iran was the Solta
nieh Dome in Zanjan. So, there
are many options to visit other
than Tehran, Isfahan, Tabriz, or
Shiraz, and there are always a
lot of appealing places in Iran in
this regard once the situation be

number of World Heritage Sites, so it should have debil, Sarein, and many other cit ceived his reply. Maybe they are comes calmer.
. . normally increased. But, after iesin Iran have hot springs. Now still interested in knowing how
He”tage Sites. April, due to the regional situ  adays, it's the time of Instagram the situation has developed since And how important is Iranian

ation, it became very hard for
Japanese tourists to come to Iran
even though they were interest
ed in visiting. They are very care
ful and cautious. But if one day, |
hope it will not be too far from
today, the situation will be much
calmer. At that will be the me

and Twitter so, if one day there
are many Japanese who know
such information and some have
already visited such places, infor
mation will be shared immedi
ately. At that time, maybe we can
have many more Japanese tour
ists in such hot spring places.

ment to accept a lot of Japanese In the beginning of 2000, some
Japanese researchers studied 18 the number of World Heritage

tourists in Iran.

hot spring places in Iran. They

then and how he can contribute
again to the Iranian hot spring
tourist places.

What about UNESCO World
Heritage Sites? Are they inter -
esting for Japanese tourists?
Yes, as far as | know, Iran is
the 11th country in terms of

Sites, and Japan is the 12th.

"t —St7F fe> o f.. <D wirotd Afeparkand sent it to So, the numbers are very close.

or experiences that are popu -

the Iranian government. JICA,

This summer, Japan and Iran

Japan is avolcanic
and seismic country
similar to Iran, whicl
hosts a lot of appea
ing hot springs.

e Japanese tourists in Iran

|

food in drawing attention of
Japanese tourists? Is there any
o't . <Pc... " tTe

As Japanese food, like/ashoky
is appealing to foreign tourists,
and because of this food appeal,
Japan can invite a lot of foreign
tourists. It's the same for Iran. To
draw a lot of Japanese tourists,
the cuisine factor is one of the
most important ones. There are
many good foods in Iran. Before
| came here, my wife was a little
bit worried about the sheep meat
because sometimes it smells.
But in Iran, it's very fresh. So
far, she hasn’'t had any prob
lems, and she also enjoys other
foods, as well as vegetables and
fruits. Now, it's the season for
pomegranates, which are very
tasty, and even in Japan, they are
somewhat famous. Iranian nuts
are number one. There is a lot of
food attractiveness in Iran. Once
you can share them with Japa
nese tourists, they will be more
and more happy to visit Iran.
Another factor is that nowadays,
there are many more boutique
hotels, very stylish and rene
vated hotels in Iran. They are
much more appealing. | have
already found some photos on
social networking services(sns)
of very amazing renovated Ira
nian hotels in some places. They
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There are some

Im enthusiasts
who are passionate
about showcasing
I[ranian Imsin
Japan, despite

the commercial
limitations.

° A hot spring in Sarein,
Iran

are either traditional houses or Why is Iranian cinema not
caravansaries. They are hister well-known in Japan, despite
ical, modern, and very stylish, the popularity of Japanese an -
which is very appealing to Japa ime in Iran?
nese tourists. Tradition is highly "Moo % T —e
captivating to Japanese tourists, cinema is not well-represented in =~
fet ™3I fe Dcet —Sfefewiettte«—% -St '
combination in some renovated anime in Iran. One reason is that
restaurants even in Tehran. Such <—ie t< Dc...—Z— —* * —f &
<ot e f—cte o TS UL fLEf R foe— "fecfe D<ZoE
Japanese tourists. fet =St e—e, 37 " "fo
available in Japan is still limited.

Do you think Japanese tourists

prefer group tours or individu - What Japanese dishes or food
al tours? experiences would you recom -

It depends on their ages. Old mend to Iranian tourists?

7 O0FUZF TR %' — —eS¥8 ———  —Scee !
Tcoe¢— oo} Afo‘_o o' fF"e-St"<.—Z-——"F - =" " y
tage sites, while younger people ~*" fZZ "fecfecd fZ- i~
™7t Zcof —' FTeol THPUESke¥p e ™S Zcof o — @
—St<” "™eq o —SI> "i"DEskr TS o<t T 7=
ual tourism. Ttvee tef 7 St L —Z<ofH
o—fefe T frfefet . 'te@
of TF 77'e ™Mf—t"a Tt
"% t—f,ZFfea — <o f —
Iran on their owns without a that is popular worldwide. Dashi
tour operator? <o =St ,feF 77 oet—red "7 FSfe <

The number is limited due to the ple, in French cuisine, they use FSfecef—cie 7" e S Zf ° f.‘;n“.;’nwﬁiii.’if;?;‘:'ife
tensions that exist in this large mint or various vegetables, but Study in Jﬁpf‘”- lr:':lyplanvstudents AGEO World Fair in Saitama,
region and there are some i <o ‘—" .. fetd ™% fZe' okt BDEZ FImSFF oo JEFEN, A28

f%Fe —Sf— ofef «— ~detibledscaeed — 7 - to study in Japan.

to visit Iran. But there are some £ fZe«' Sf™t ft fe.:31 "7t )

™S ™M 7+ Zcet —' tation fechriques¥¥hese aspects What are the challenges in

Do we get any individual tour -
ists from Japan who come to

Iran and Japan?
This is an interesting idea. Many

et “fot 877t e%:
aging their heritage sites, and ex
changing experiences could be
ZFetDc..<fZ4 ™77 «SfU%

Iran. Sometimes, they put some ‘“dashi fet —8% “f7ete2P e focodho "focfe WitTk,'w our nation, but I am not "3
videos on YouTube, and almost techniques in Japanese cuisine Japan? ) f™f"E fer o' «Dc.. "Z
f27 ° —S%<” t~fZ— f-aresbecpining ihéreasingly pop | Ne main challenge is that Ira joint courses at this time.

‘ec—¢"ta t°°"% “e c@oWSldwidea so you can ex ccfe DcZeo fy* TR
they compare it with previous perience Japanese culinary teeh < f»Z% <o f'fea ofece What are the plans for the Ja -

pan Foundation to disseminate
Japanese culture in Iran?
Previously, the Japan Foundation
sent a Japanese teacher to Teh

images, noting that Iranian pee  *<“—$+ <o f'fea ~*" f§Yldoproadcast them. However,
yz:t fn:t ~¢u) .('Té _gq:)xf\f‘.r Q‘_Lé ‘eyt (e .(.—(%fui f :t . .:t D(Zo :1:4
good and cheap, and there are —* $$"fea ™Szt >'—WV gre passionate about show
many historic tourist places. S0, " fSfed >'=' <o f "t"> Sk 2o fF o fe DZoe <

’

almost all evaluations are very ...<—> ‘""f"<e% —"ft<—<" SWE th‘-ft c?mmegcial limitations. In Japan, plStaCthS ran every year, but this process
positive. cuisine. Stet Fe-S—-<fe—< " gndsaffron are was stopped due to some prob
to promote Iranian cinema in Ja lems. We are open to collaborat
How can we improve Iran’'s im - What challenges do Japanese Pan, and collaborations between We”'knqwn as <*%o ™<c—=S "fecfe " fecce
age to other people, including  tourists face in Iran? f'fefet fet "fe<fe D< gouvenirsfrom lran. to promote Japanese culture in
T Ec%oe — —"co—sd feof o FlfcbhotfL —"co—0 --f>-2-ff.'.. ¢22<’0,(°-_:-“¢f'¢ f’ "fea ) ”V‘_ SfAi ff’A"i te
ly Japanese tourists? %o—<co—c... " ZFeea feo fro&fe Pprécca <tifed "Zifet "$3Z ""1% -
F7"t L fece% St a% —P%ot <= f t< D« wo—Z2— 2fo%h—f%ta St> them with us, and we will help
"fe. fA <o fUced ™SEvelfs PZuifde.. t—e—1t tPOESthe Irapian Embassy in promote them through our social
CtY o frfetet o feerd ™MieS _"fTi7 (.A--f._'-iap,an_ma@zgwgra!g/ents media channels.

to promote Iranian culture and
cinema?

tea =St T"fecfe e;fe
pan occasionally holds cultural
T te—ed <o Z—t<o% f .
to introduce Iranian culture and
cinema to the Japanese public.

‘T™METE"4 —St eFZ% .-
is sometimes limited, and there
may be miscommunication about
_é:t _)’:to e D(Zoo _Sf
Japanese audiences. In addition,
oo} "fov(fo PcZeoe f";t
‘o FT-DZ<S fet eofce’
which can help increase their
visibility in Japan.

Iranian pistachios

What Iranian souvenirs are
popular among Japanese tour -
ists in Iran?

o ['fed '<o—f..Sc'e f
told my French colleagues that | as accessing money, cell phones, fi T?f' tZZegee' ™ sre
would be going to Tehran, some  fet <ae <4 o —f7es *° 72 "fpR ot fZe° f
0 —Sfe eek™ vfe "1, r@figicliTidsues, Japanese tourists the stylish and lovely copper
cluding a French woman who'is f"% %otet"fZ2Z> "fo' ..~ Lz sr=>faesT < fE
fo fof—1—" ‘" ”fecfanculterk afictraditions, and we s Well as Iranian scarves with

1°'"F SfT<e% f .. eddriot have any major issues. WFf—=<—Z TtecKhood
™c—S St"a  fctei— o™ o § , ,
foi—— "fecfs D<Zesa FWhatisShestats of Japanese How can Iranian handlcraft_s
-81%> f"f "t"> " fe!—studes’iZ tan and Iranian be exported to Japan despite
™ctta Sce <o T—1 - sfidies it Bpan?—7Z > the obstacles? .
Cf Teeco%o "focfe BcZoferde —Bt o frac— st —pEF T et of
"fed Sce ecet 7 <o'"e fandias an intermediary major there are ways to export ranian
still not popular among Japanese in Japanese Studies, where stu Sfefce.."f"—e =" f'f-&
"$UZta ‘™1 174 < deBtd ¢an sfutlvarious aspects Pl€, a Japanese shop has been
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ists. There are many ways and Sf~f f *<%os<D«... f +—-+Whichisthenimported to
aspects to attract interest. It