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Comprehensive deal
signals Iran-Russia ‘strategic alliance’

Russian philosopher: Moscow statements on Iranian islands very strange

INTERVIEW

IRNA: Presidents Masoud
Pezeshkian and Vladimir Pu-
tin of Iran and Russia, respec-
tively, met on Friday in Mos-
cow to sign a comprehensive
agreement between the two
countries. Iran and Russia be-
lieve that this 25-year agree-
ment, titled “The Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership
Agreement,” can significantly
strengthen their bilateral re-
lations. How do you assess
this agreement and its impor-
tance?

DUGIN: This is a very important
event and an agreement based
on the strategic alliance be-
tween Russia and Iran, an agree-
ment that we just had to legally
formalize. Over the past decade,
Russia and Iran’s relations have
been on a very positive path, and
our economic, political, and stra-
tegic relations have improved.
We have reached an unprece-
dented level in the relations be-
tween the two countries.

I think that finalizing a deep po-
litical and geostrategic alliance,
in the form of a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership agree-
ment, is a great idea. We needed
something like this because the
global system is changing and
we must consider new realities,
challenges, and conditions.

If we always act together and
measure our steps, we can
achieve great results. Imagine a
joint strategic security system;
Take, for example, the benefits of
setting up Russian military bas-
es in southern Iran and allow-
ing Iran’s presence in the Arctic
from an economic and military
point of view. We can create an
invincible structure alongside
Iran, and the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership agreement
is a very important and decisive
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step in this direction.

Iran and Russia have a long
way to go in cooperating in
three main areas: bilateral re-
lations, regional interactions,
and international interactions.
Each area can be divided into
sub-areas; For example, coop-
eration in energy, new technol-
ogies, economy, military indus-
tries, and vital defense are the
most critical sub-areas in the
bilateral relations between the
two countries. Do you agree
with this assessment?
Certainly. We must strengthen
relations in all these areas so
that our bilateral cooperation
is defined as a unique security
system, and neither Iran poses a
threat to us nor Russia to Iran.
This should become an import-
ant principle in the future rela-
tions between the two countries,
that neither of the two countries
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is a threat to each other. We
must help each other to make
our security system inseparable.
Therefore, I think that bilateral
relations should introduce the
Tehran-Moscow alliance as a
unique strategic entity in
Eurasia, based on their tradi-
tional values and rejection of
any kind of hegemony.

The key to Russia’s total po-
litical sovereignty and the key
to Iran’s total geopolitical sov-
ereignty depend precisely on
these bilateral relations. The
same applies to the economy
and military industries. We
must consider each other as
part of a unique Eurasian re-
gion. Understanding this system
is essential not only for Russia
but also for Iran because togeth-
er we can overcome almost all
existing strategic problems. Our
cooperation in Syria and, on a

smaller scale, in Ukraine are ex-
amples of how Russia and Iran
can achieve their goals by coop-
erating with each other.

The truly comprehensive
agreement covers broader po-

litical, economic, and cultural
dimensions than previous
agreements. Maria Zakharo-
va, the spokesperson for
the Russian Foreign Min-
istry, has described this
agreement as great and
unprecedented. Why
does Moscow describe
this agreement with such
lofty phrases?

Well, this agreement is very
important for Russia, and that’s
why Maria Zakharova called
it a great and unprecedented
agreement. It’s time to lay sol-
id foundations for a multipolar
world order. Imagine that Iran
and Russia conclude a kind of
strategic alliance; they can then
become superpowers together,
much more powerful than any
other pole. I think that with
Iran’s help, Russia can become
the superior pole in the world,
and Russia can also help Iran
defend its sovereignty forever.
Therefore, if we are together,
we can potentially realize a lot
of our common interests.

According to Russian officials,
the agreement includes coop-
eration in the fields of energy,
transportation, industry, ag-
riculture, and culture, which
can serve as a turning point
in the relations between the
two countries. Moreover, it
apparently also includes joint
investments in media coop-
eration, education, space
programs, and joint bank-
ing payment systems, areas
where both countries are un-
der pressure due to Western
sanctions. To what extent can
this agreement neutralize
Western sanctions against
both countries?

This agreement will create many

“

Thetwo
countries must
respecteach
other'stotal
sovereigntyand,
atthesametime,
beinagreement
with each other
tobeabletouse
eachother’s
capacities.

instances to establish a new
geo-political institution, around
which we should develop all oth-
er technical aspects of our coop-
eration in industry, finance, cul-
ture, media, and services. This
is because we have the same
enemies and challenges and
we are not going to create any
stress or challenge for each oth-
er. Therefore, our cooperation
must be multi-faceted and very
deep, a kind of strategic integra-
tion with both participants pre-
serving and strengthening their
cultural, strategic, and political
identities more and more. The
two countries must respect each
other’s total sovereignty and, at
the same time, be in agreement
with each other to be able to use
each other’s capacities.

Cooperation between the
two countries is very import-
ant, especially regarding the
International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC).
Kazem Jalali, the Iranian
ambassador to Russia, had
said earlier that cooperation
on this corridor, along with
details about its implemen-
tation, was to be included
in the comprehensive agree-
ment. Why is the INSTC so im-
portant and what fruits can it
yield for Iran and Russia after
its complete realization?

The North-South Corridor proj-
ect is a very important geo-po-
litical issue, so I completely
agree with Mr. Jalali that this
corridor is of vital importance
for both countries. I must again
draw attention to the fact that
Iran and Russia are both suffer-
ing from Western sanctions. We
must break down this wall of
sanctions, and the North-South
Corridor can greatly help with



