
Iran eyes UNESCO recognition of 50 
cultural heritage sites to revitalize tourism
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VP: Government Open 
to Media Criticisms

On 30th anniversary of Iran newspaper’s launch

Iran’s First Vice President Mohammad Reza 
Aref (R) receives a cartoon portrait of himself 
from Managing Director of the Iran Cultural 
and Press Institute (ICPI) Ali Motaghian 
during the 30th anniversary of the ‘Iran’ 
newspaper in Tehran on January 20, 2025. 

 SAJJAD SAFARI/IRAN DAILY

Iran’s First Vice President 
Mohammad Reza Aref 
said on Monday the gov-
ernment of President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian would 
welcome any “construc-
tive criticisms” about its 
performance in the media, 
calling it a practice that 
would help promote na-
tional unity.
Aref made the remarks at 
a ceremony marking the 
30th anniversary of the 
‘Iran’ newspaper at the 
Iran Cultural and Press 
Institute (ICPI), a media 
group that operates as a 
subsidiary of the Islamic 
Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) and publishes a se-
ries of government-owned 
newspapers including Iran 
Daily in English, Al-Vefagh 
in Arabic and Persian-lan-
guage sports newspaper 
Iran Varzeshi.
The event was attended 
by Minister of Culture and 
Islamic Guidance Abbas 
Salehi, IRNA chief Hos-
sein Jaberi Ansari and 
ICPI Managing Director 
Ali Motaghian as well as a 
host of current and former 
staff. 
Aref noted that ‘Iran’ was 
established during a peri-
od when public attention 
had been diverted toward 
foreign media for various 
reasons. 
“Recognizing this shift, 
then-president [Akbar] 
H a s h e m i  R a f s a n j a n i 
launched the newspaper 
to serve as a platform for 
the Irani-
an people 
and become a symbol of 
the [1979 Islamic] Revolu-
tion,” he said.
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