
Pezeshkian: Iran after no war, 

seeks to ‘live in peace and tranquility’
Trump hopes for striking nuclear deal with Tehran

Vol. 7754   Saturday,  January 25, 2025   Bahman 6, 1403   Rajab 24, 1446   100,000 rials   8 pages
irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir IranDailyWeb

Tehran, 

Muscat agree 

to drop trade 

tariffs, boost 

customs ties

2

Experts’ proposals for easing energy shortages:

Reforms in pricing policies, 
consumption will help
Tehran should not show ‘signs of weakness’ 

against possible renewed maximum pressure

Hiking fuel prices to match with production costs 

only path to economic recovery 3 – 5

I N T E R V I E W

E X C L U S I V E

Diplomacy; pathway for 
US-Iran engagement

Recent remarks by US Pres-ident Donald Trump about Iran’s nuclear program have left many hardline anti-Iran factions feeling disheartened. These hardliners had anticipat-ed a much tougher approach from Trump toward Tehran, even expecting it to be one of his first executive orders upon taking office.However, Trump has been treading carefully when field-ing reporters’ questions on Iran, going as far as clearly stating that the situation with Iran is different. He has also expressed hope that the sce-nario of the US backing an Is-

raeli military strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities will not come to pass and that Iran will opt for a deal. It appears Trump has acknowl-edged that Iran is indeed a different case. Tehran already demonstrated its good faith in the nuclear saga by signing the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action). Even after the US admin-istration’s withdrawal from the deal, Iran remained committed to its obligations for an extend-ed period. It was only when the Europeans failed to safeguard Iran’s interests under the agreement that Tehran started to scale back its commitments. Iranian officials have repeated-ly stressed over the years that they will fall back in line with the nuclear deal once the other parties fulfill their end of the bargain and Iran reaps the promised benefits.
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Iran’s Economy Minister Ab-
dolnaser Hemmati announced 
that non-oil exports reached $47.8 billion in the first 10 
months of the current Irani-
an year (March 20, 2024-January 19, 2025), marking an 18% in-
crease compared to the same 
period last year.  In a post on his X page, Hem-
mati cited the latest customs data, noting that imports rose by 3% during the period to $56 billion, including $6.3 bil-lion in gold. “Excluding gold, imports de-creased by 10% year-on-year,” 
the minister added.The minister also highlighted that the non-oil trade defi-cit, excluding gold imports, dropped from $12.5 billion to 
$2 billion over a two-year pe-
riod.  Including over $30 billion in oil exports during the same timeframe, Iran’s overall trade 
surplus (oil and non-oil) exceeded $28 billion, according to the 
minister.

Iran has been working to di-
versify its economy and re-
duce its reliance on oil exports amid fluctuating global oil 
prices and US-led sanctions targeting its energy sector. The country has increasingly 

focused on boosting non-oil exports, including agricultur-al goods, petrochemicals, and 
industrial products to stabilize its economy and generate for-eign currency revenue.The growth in non-oil ex-

ports comes as Iran seeks to strengthen trade ties with neighboring countries and key partners such as China, India 
and Russia. Recent agreements, including a 25-year strategic partner-

ship with China and efforts to expand trade within regional blocs like the Eurasian Eco-nomic Union, have been part of Tehran’s strategy to mitigate 
the impact of sanctions and ac-cess new markets.

VP outlines 

gov’t strategy 

to empower 

private sector

Vice President Mohammadreza Aref visited the “Pioneers of Progress” exhibition, a national event show-casing the achievements and capa-
bilities of the private sector in Teh-ran on Thursday afternoon. During his visit, the VP reviewed the latest 
advancements in the private sector 
and emphasized that the current ad-ministration’s strategy is to empower the private sector under government oversight and facilitation.
Aref toured various pavilions at the exhibition, engaging with private sec-tor representatives and key economic drivers, according to fvpresident.ir.
He was briefed on recent achieve-ments, localization of major indus-tries, technological advancements, and selected projects aimed at achieving an 8% economic growth target during the Seventh Economic 
Development Plan.
The vice president visited booths representing sectors such as oil and gas, aluminum, petrochemicals, steel, mining, transportation, medical equipment, pharmaceuticals, and in-formation technology. 
He heeded concerns and requests from private sector figures, including support for downstream industries, reducing government bureaucracy, streamlining permit issuance, re-vising restrictive regulations, ad-dressing currency and tariff issues, facilitating raw material imports, resolving tax challenges, and mit-igating energy shortages affecting 
production.Aref reiterated the government’s serious commitment to supporting the private sector, stating that sep-arate meetings would be held with each sector to address their specific 
issues. He highlighted the significance of Article 44 of the Constitution, noting that prior to its implementation, gov-
ernments were inclined to operate within their own frameworks. How-ever, the policy opened new avenues 
for the private sector to play a more 
active role in the economy.
“The most important step to facilitate the private sector’s activity is dereg-ulation,” Aref said. “This requires re-vising laws, changing the approach of regulatory bodies, and ensuring co-ordination between the government, Parliament, and relevant bodies to avoid creating new restrictive regu-lations.”He added that achieving 8% growth requires private sector investment, which necessitates giving investors 
control over their capital and provid-ing them with necessary assurances. Aref emphasized that global experi-
ences have shown privatization and deregulation to be key drivers of eco-
nomic development.
“The current administration’s strat-egy is to strengthen the private sec-tor’s role under government super-vision and facilitation, enabling it to contribute more significantly to in-creasing the gross domestic product (GDP),” he said. “The current 40% share of the pri-
vate sector and economic drivers in GDP must be expanded.”Aref acknowledged the legitimacy of the private sector’s demands, stating that the government is obligated to remove barriers and enable its great-
er participation in the economy. 
He noted that the private sector en-joys the potential not only to meet 
domestic needs but also to play a significant role in exporting goods and techno-engineering services to neighboring countries and the broad-er region. 
“The private sector has the capacity 
to elevate Iran’s economic presence in the region and beyond,” he concluded.
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Economy minister reports 

18% hike y/y in non-oil exports

Iran maintains 10th global standing 

as crude steel output rises in 2024

Iran’s crude steel produc-tion saw steady growth in 2024, solidifying its position as one of the world’s top 10 steel-producing nations, ac-cording to data released by 
the World Steel Association.The report, published on Fri-day, highlighted Iran’s contin-
ued efforts to expand its steel industry amid global eco-nomic challenges and shifting market dynamics as well as power outages in the country.In 2024, Iran produced 31 million tons of steel ingots, marking a 0.8% increase 
compared to the previous year. The growth reflects the country’s ongoing in-vestments in its steel sector, which has become a key pillar 
of its industrial and economic development strategy. Iran’s 
production accounted for roughly 1.68% of the global total, which topped 1.839 bil-lion tons in 2024.Globally, Iran ranked 10th among the world’s largest steel producers, maintaining its position from 2023. China 
remained the dominant lead-er, producing 1.005 billion tons, or about 54.6% of the 
world’s total output. India 
followed in second place with 149.6 million tons, while Ja-pan, the United States, and 
Russia rounded out the top five. Iran’s ranking ahead of countries like Brazil and Ger-many underscores its grow-ing influence in the global steel market.According to the report, Chi-na churned out 76 million 
tons of crude steel in Decem-ber 2024, up 11.8% in De-cember 2023. India produced 13.6 million tons, up 9.5%. Japan produced 6.9 million, 

down 1.1%. The US cast 6.7 million tons, down 2.4%. Russia is esti-mated to have produced 5.7 million tons, down 8.6%. South Korea produced 5.2 million tons, down 3.2%. Ger-many cast 2.7 million tons, up 4.1%. Turkey produced 3 million tons, down 7.6%. Bra-zil’s output hit 2.6 million, up 1.8% and Iran produced 2.6 million tons, down 8.2%.
The expansion of Iran’s steel 
industry is part of a broader strategy to reduce the coun-
try’s reliance on oil exports 
and diversify its economy. 
Steel production is a critical 
component of Iran’s non-oil export sector, with significant quantities shipped to neigh-boring Iraq. The government 
has also prioritized domestic infrastructure projects, which 
have driven demand for steel 
within the country.Despite these achievements, 
Iran’s steel industry faces challenges, including inter-
national sanctions that limit 
access to advanced technol-ogy and foreign investment. Additionally, global economic uncertainties, such as fluc-tuating demand and rising energy costs, have impacted 
production and export ca-pabilities. However, Iran has 

sought to mitigate these is-sues by strengthening trade ties with regional partners and investing in domestic in-
novation.
The World Steel Association’s report also highlighted glob-al trends in steel production, noting a 0.9% decrease in 
worldwide output compared to 2023. Iran’s ability to main-tain its production growth 
amid these trends demon-
strates the resilience of its 
steel sector.Looking ahead, Iran aims to 
further increase its crude steel production capacity, with a target of reaching 55 
million metric tons annually in the near future. Achieving this goal will require signif-
icant investments in infra-structure, technology, and workforce development, as 
well as continued efforts to navigate geopolitical and eco-nomic challenges.
As Iran continues to expand its steel industry, its role in the global market is expected to grow, reinforcing its po-sition as a key player in the 
world’s industrial landscape. The 2024 production figures 
underscore the country’s progress and its determina-
tion to build a more diversi-fied and resilient economy.

Tehran, Muscat agree to 

drop trade tariffs, boost 

customs ties

The Islamic Republic of 
Iran and the Sultanate of Oman reached an agree-
ment to eliminate trade 
tariffs as part of attempts 
to further expand bilater-
al economic relationship.During the 21st session of Iran-Oman Joint Econom-
ic Cooperation Commis-sion in Muscat on Friday, the two sides signed a joint economic memoran-dum of understanding in the field of preferential 
trade and customs coop-
eration.“Three specific agen-das were raised during the meeting; the first of which was negotiation 
over preferential trade 
and the elimination of 
tariffs between the two 
countries. The issue was agreed upon and will take effect as of next week,” 
Iranian Minister of Indus-try, Mines and Trade Mo-hammad Atabak said.
He added that prominent 
investment opportunities were also highlighted, and an agreement was also inked on the en-
hancement of trade and 
investment cooperation 
between the two sides.“The third agenda was 
the necessary customs 
and administrative coop-
eration between the two 
sides to facilitate trade. 

Relevant necessary plan-ning has been done, and 
the matter will be con-cluded in the near future,” Atabak pointed out.Commenting on various meetings with Omani officials, Atabak stated 
that the establishment of a shipping line between 
the southern Iranian port city of Bandar Abbas and Oman, an increase in the number of flights, and stronger bilateral mari-
time collaboration were 
discussed in the meet-ing with Omani Minister of Transport, Commu-
nications and Informa-tion Technology, Saeed 
bin Hamoud bin Saeed 
al-Maawali.Holding separate meet-ings with Oman’s Minister of Commerce, Industry, 
and Investment Promo-tion, Qais Mohammed al-Yousef, and Minister of Energy and Minerals, Salim Nasser al-Aufi, was among other develop-ments on the 21st ses-sion of Iran-Oman Joint 
Economic Cooperation 
Commission.Oman has long been an 
interlocutor in interac-
tions between the West 
and Iran. The country 
has mediated the release of several foreign citizens 
and dual nationals.
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IRAN DAILY: The energy 
shortfall in electricity 
and gas supply have be-
come widely discussed 
topics recently. Could you 
briefly outline how these 
shortages have emerged 
in recent years? Do you 
think the deficit is linked 
to a specific govern-
ment’s performance?
KAFSHKANAN: The cri-
sis facing our country, or 
more accurately, our econ-
omy, revolves around the energy deficit. Shortages 
usually crop up as electric-ity deficit in summer and 
a combination of gas and 
electricity scarcities in win-
ter. In summer, we struggle 
with electricity shortages 
due to inadequate power 
generation and, essentially, 
a shortage of power plants, 
leading to consumption 
outpacing production and creating a deficit. This year, 

the power shortfall hit 
18,000 megawatts, while 
in 2021, the last year of 
president Hassan Rouhani in office, it was only 6,000 
MW. By the end of Ebrahim 
Raisi’s government in Au-
gust, which was cut short as 
he lost his life in a helicopter crash, the figure climbed to 
18,000 MW, with forecasts 
for next year suggesting peak consumption deficits 
could soar to 24,000 MW.
I point this out to empha-
size that the energy short-
age is not a problem that 
sprang up overnight or 
solely during incumbent 
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian’s administration. In 
winter, we also encounter a gas supply deficit, which 
has become more pro-
nounced this year. In pre-
vious years, we managed 
the shortages primarily 
by shutting down indus-

tries. However, this year, 
in addition to the usual up-
tick in consumer demand, 
the government decided 
to shift some of the pres-
sure caused by the energy 
shortfall from the industri-
al sector to the households 
and small businesses, re-
distributing the burden of 
energy shortages. I believe 
the government made the 
right call here.
In past years, particularly 
over the last three years, 
the government only im-
posed such shortfalls on in-
dustries, labeling it as “de-
mand management,” which 
ultimately led to industries 
closing during the summer 
and winter.
Typically, we calculate the 
total annual gas production 
against total consumption 
needs to determine the shortfall or deficit. Accord-
ing to the Supreme Audit 

Court, the gas shortfall in 
2023 reached 64 billion 
cubic meters, while usage 
last year hovered between 
256 and 259 billion cubic meters, indicating a deficit 
of around 25%. This year, 
naturally, the shortfall is ex-
pected to surge, potentially 
nearing 30%. If we continue 
down this path, next year’s 
shortfall could jump to 35%. Thus, the deficit issue is not 
something that can be strict-
ly pinned on this govern-
ment or the previous one.

Why does the severity 
of the energy shortfall 
seem to worsen each 
year? Isn’t it because the 
government has not man-
aged to balance produc-
tion and consumption?
K A F S H K A N A N :  C o n -
sumption growth has out-
stripped the construction 
of power plants and gas 

production in the country. 
Plus, keep in mind that 
power plants are aging 
year by year; while under 
president Rouhani, the 
country built plants with 
a capacity of 20,000 MW, this was still insufficient 
to meet the rising demand. 
During his president Raisi’s 
term, various reports indi-
cate that between 7,500 
and 9,000 MW were added 
to power generation capac-
ity over three years. How-
ever, president Raisi him-
self stated that the country 
needed around 30,000 
MW to offset the electrici-
ty shortfall—an ambitious 
target his administration 
aimed to hit in four years.

Can you shed light on 
Iran’s current capacity 
for oil output and ex-
ports? How much could 
production and sales po-
tentially rise, both under 
current sanctions and 
if those sanctions are to 
lift?
NOORBAKHSH: Iran’s re-finery capacity for domes-
tic use is clear; it stands 
at around 1.8 to 2 million 
barrels per day (bpd). Iran 
has also been exporting 
roughly 1.7 million bpd 
in recent months. Any in-
crease beyond these vol-
umes depends on how 
much Iran can extract from its oil fields.
First and foremost, we 
need to assess whether it 
makes economic sense to 
develop and extract from joint fields or if we should 
rely on domestic reserves. 
Currently, our proven oil 
reserves sit at 158 billion 
barrels, and boosting ex-
traction will depend on 
enhancing our production 
infrastructure.
When discussing produc-

tion increases in the short 
term—over the next two 
years—even if sanctions 
are lifted, we are not likely to see significant results. 
A reasonable extraction 
increase would be around 
200,000 to 300,000 bpd. 
However, we also need to 
evaluate the future of the 
oil market. For instance, if 
oil continues to demand a 
minimum price of $60 to 
$70 over the next 100 years, 
we could gradually proceed with field development. On the flip side, if our analysis 
suggests that oil prices may 
drop sharply in the next 20 
years, we should aggres-
sively pursue maximum field development and ramp 
up production.
I believe there is poten-
tial to boost oil output 
to 3.8 million bpd in the 
short run, provided that 
sanctions and investment 
restrictions don’t linger, 
allowing us to simultane-
ously improve production 
and export infrastructure.

What is your take on 
the goal of producing 
5.4 million barrels of oil 
daily by the end of the 
Seventh Development 
Plan in March 2029? Do 
you think this target is 
achievable given the on-
going sanctions?
NOORBAKHSH: If we look 
at production realistically, the figure mentioned in the 
Seventh Development Plan 
makes sense. Achieving this figure, especially con-
sidering the existing sanc-
tions, is an ambitious goal 
that includes condensates, 
but it doesn’t seem entire-
ly out of reach. However, 
reaching this target hinges 
on the development of oil fields, refineries and export 
infrastructures. 

Reforms in pricing 
policies, consumption 
will help
Tehran should not show ‘signs of weakness’ 

against possible renewed maximum pressure 

Hiking fuel prices to match with 

production costs only path to economic recovery

Experts’ proposals for easing energy shortages:

The energy deficit in electricity 
and gas supply have recently 
become hot-button issues in 
Iran’s economy, especially as 
the weather turns cooler, lead-
ing to gas shortages and inter-

mittent power outages in both 
the industrial and residential 
sectors. The situation has 
caught the attention of experts 
regarding energy manage-
ment, consumption patterns, 
and the impact of sanctions on 
the country’s economy and en-
ergy sector.
At first glance, the emergence 
of energy shortages, particu-
larly gas, seems puzzling, es-
pecially in a country that holds 

the second-largest gas reserves 
in the world. It might not be en-
tirely logical to attribute this 
solely to external factors like 
sanctions. Consequently, some 
experts argue that the deficit 
is primarily a result of internal 
mismanagement, linking it to 
inefficiencies in energy produc-
tion, distribution, and usage. 
Conversely, others point to a 
lack of production infrastruc-
ture and failure to modernize 

energy facilities, thus tying the 
energy shortfall to sanctions 
and the inability to attract for-
eign investment.
Determining the extent to 
which internal and external 
factors have contributed to the 
deficits requires further dig-
ging, but what is clear is that 
Iran has been grappling with 
energy shortages for several 
years now. Given that the en-
ergy sector is seen as the back-

bone of the country’s economy, 
finding a quick fix to this issue 
becomes increasingly urgent.
Beyond these issues, another 
major topic that sheds light on 
the role of sanctions in the en-
ergy sector is the ongoing talks 
about oil exports. It is clear 
that a substantial portion of 
Iran’s revenue comes from 
crude oil sales. The urgency 
to address oil income becomes 
even more pronounced with 

less than a month remaining 
until Donald Trump is inaugu-
rated as the new US president, 
who is expected to bring back 
the so-called maximum pres-
sure campaign aimed at cut-
ting down Iran’s petrodollars.
In an interview with Alireza 
Kafshkanan and Amin Noor-
bakhsh—two experts in the 
energy economy—Iran Daily 
discussed the intricacies of 
these pressing issues.

By Mostafa Shirmohamadi 

& Sadeq Dehqan  

Staff writers
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Noorbakhsh: 
First and fore-
most, we need to 
assess whether it 
makes economic 
sense to develop 
and extract from 
joint fields or if 
we should rely 
on domestic re-
serves. Currently, 
our proven oil 
reserves sit at 158 
billion barrels, 
and boosting 
extraction will 
depend on 
enhancing our 
production infra-
structure.

 IRNA

Alireza Kafshkanan (L) speaks as another Iranian 

expert in the field of energy, Amin Noorbakhsh, 
looks on during an interview with Iran Daily.

 HOSSEIN NAGHIZADEH/IRAN DAILY
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How feasible is it to 
attract and secure in-
vestment for the devel-
opment of fields and 
refineries under the cur-
rent circumstances?
NOORBAKHSH: Securing financing continues to be 
a major hurdle for all key 
projects in the country. I 
believe that domestic com-
panies have the technical 
know-how to carry out 
development projects in many fields, though wheth-er they can fully finance 
them is a different story. 
That said, there is potential 
to draw in investment, and 
I think we could make this 
happen through collabora-
tions with China under the 
25-year agreement or sim-
ilar arrangements.
KAFSHKANAN: To build 
on Mr. Noorbakhsh’s com-
ments, it is still unclear 
how long the sanctions will 
stick around and at what 
intensity. During President 
Biden’s administration, he 
at least publicly expressed 
a desire for greater engage-
ment, stepping away from 
the maximum pressure 
policy against Iran. Addi-
tionally, the Russia-Ukraine conflict has thrown the 
global energy market into 
disarray, making the entire 
world—especially Western 
countries—more depen-
dent on energy guarantees, 
which has led to some le-

niency regarding Iranian 
sanctions and exports. This 
has allowed the previous 
government to ramp up 
oil exports from around 
300,000 to 400,000 bar-
rels to about 1.8 million 
barrels. However, two fac-
tors could shake things up: first, if the Russia-Ukraine 
war comes to an end and 
sanctions against Russia 
are lifted; and second, with 
Trump back in power, con-
ditions for Iran could turn 
more challenging unless 
we strike a deal on our dis-
putes. Otherwise, even Chi-
na might not be as willing 
to buy our oil as they were 
before.
When it comes to devel-oping our oil fields inde-
pendently, I believe we 
have solid technical capa-
bilities in this area. We suc-
cessfully launched Phase 
11 of the South Pars gas field in 2023 using domes-
tic expertise. However, we 
need to admit that tech-
nology isn’t something we 
fully control. While we may 
excel in some areas, we face 
challenges in oil and gas, 
which is understandable 
since international energy 
giants have poured vast 
sums into research and de-
velopment to acquire these 
technologies, with some 
holding exclusive rights 
to certain advancements. 
Thus, technology transfer 

is crucial for field devel-
opment and resource ex-
traction, and this can only 
happen with major inter-
national companies return 
to Iran.In terms of financing, I’ll 
just point out one thing: 
the amount of investment 
needed in the oil sector is significantly larger than 
what’s required for elec-
tricity
If we want to keep the 
electricity deficit at its 
current level and avoid 
increasing shortages, 
how much investment is 
needed?
KAFSHKANAN: To tackle 
the crisis in the electricity 
sector, we plan to allocate 
$5 billion from the Nation-
al Development Fund for 
power production. If we 
inject this amount into the 
electricity sector alongside 
other measures, we could address a significant por-
tion of the current deficit. 
However, it’s natural that 
meeting future electricity 
needs in the residential and 
industrial sectors will re-
quire further investments.
Regarding gas, just to boost 
pressure in the South Pars gas field alone, we need to 
invest $20 billion to extract 
gas, as we are currently fac-
ing pressure drops in some fields.
What do you believe is 

the root cause of the en-
ergy shortages?
KAFSHKANAN: The root 
causes of the gas and electricity deficits can be 
traced back to a bill passed 
in 2005 known as the Price 
Stabilization Motion. In 
my view, this plan really 
slowed down the nation’s 
development engine and 
ultimately brought it to a 
halt in the following years. 
During the reformist gov-
ernment of president Mo-
hammad Khatami, a pro-
gram was proposed that 
aimed for an annual hike 
of 20% in energy carrier 
prices to gradually match 
them with real costs. This 
scheme was quite success-
ful and coincided with what 
I consider a golden era for 
Iran’s economy post-Revo-
lution. The public trusted it, 
leading to its successful im-
plementation. Unfortunate-
ly, though, the Price Stabi-
lization Motion upset the 
supply and demand bal-
ance for electricity, leading 
to government intervention 
in setting energy carrier 
prices. From that point on, 
investment in power plant 
construction began to de-
cline, and sanctions compli-
cated matters even further. 
Sanctions have particularly 
hampered Iran’s access to 
oil and gas technologies. 
You may recall that Phase 
11 of South Pars was put on 

hold back then, and subse-
quently, Total and a Chinese 
company (Sinopec) pulled out 
of developing the country’s oil and gas fields. Then, 
when the JCPOA (Iran’s nucle-

ar deal) was signed in 2015, 
those companies returned 
to Iran, but with the re-im-
position of sanctions, Total 
exited in 2018, followed by 
the Chinese company in 
2019.
NOORBAKHSH: Regard-
ing the Price Stabilization 
Motion mentioned earlier, I 
must say that this initiative 
fostered a misguided con-
sumption pattern for energy 
in the country. Essentially, when we set prices artificial-
ly, it sends the wrong signals 
to consumers. For instance, 
when someone is buying a 
house, energy costs are often 
the last thing on their minds. 
Similarly, when purchasing 
a car, they may disregard its 
fuel usage because gasoline 
prices in our country are 
very low. On the other side, 
regulated fuel prices hinder 
efforts to optimize fuel con-
sumption, as cutting vehicle 
fuel consumption requires 
investment from car mak-
ers, which raises production 
costs. Consumers are often 
unwilling to pay more for ve-
hicles that consume less fuel. 
Therefore, until fuel prices 
are adjusted, we won’t see 
satisfactory results in this 
area. Of course, any price ad-
justments should be handled 
carefully; they shouldn’t sud-
denly double or triple prices. 
This process should unfold 
gradually or through other 
methods to avoid putting 
undue pressure on vulnera-
ble groups.

Trump will soon take 
office, and evidence sug-
gests he may intend to 
ratchet up pressure on 
Iran, with one of Amer-
ica’s key tools being the 
prevention of Iranian oil 
sales. In your opinion, 
how successful do you 
think Trump’s approach 
could be?
NOORBAKHSH: Looking 
at the people around Mr. 
Trump, I believe he will 
likely dive back into the 
maximum pressure strat-egy, especially in the first 
nine months, before the 
snapback deadline set out 
in the JCPOA. Various as-
sessments suggest that 
our oil exports could drop 
by between 200,000 and 
600,000 bpd during this 
period.
However, the current sce-
nario is different from when Trump first rolled 
out his maximum pressure 
policy. Back then, most of 
Iranian barrels went to 
countries that were US 
allies, like India, Europe-
an nations and East Asian 
countries. These countries 
quickly swapped out Ira-
nian oil for alternatives, 
including American crude, 
after receiving temporary 
exemptions, which led 
Iran’s oil exports to take a 
nosedive, even falling be-
low 200,000 bpd in 2020—
a situation worsened by the 

COVID-19 pandemic.
Now, the feasibility of 
cranking up maximum 
pressure depends on two 
main factors: the mecha-
nism of sanctions and the 
political landscape. The 
sanctions mechanism has 
three critical elements: first, how the US plans to cut off Iran’s financial 
transactions; second, the 
targeting of tankers carry-
ing Iranian oil; and third, 
the ways to discourage 
buyers from purchasing 
Iranian oil.
One major hurdle in curb-
ing Iran’s oil exports is 
the issue of tankers. The 
US will probably focus on 
sanctioning tankers carry-ing Iranian oil first. During 
President Biden’s time in office, there were prece-
dents for sanctioning oil 
tankers and Iran tried to 
replace these vessels with 
others. If the US ramps up 
sanctions on tankers this 
time, Iranian oil exports 
could run into serious trouble, as finding replace-
ments takes time.
On the political front, it 
is important to note that 
most of our oil exports are 
currently headed to China. 
I believe that, despite US 
pushback, China is likely 
to keep buying oil from 
Iran—not just to support 
Iran, but also because Chi-
na typically maintains a diversified quota for its oil 
imports. China sees import-
ing oil from Iran as a way to 
strengthen its energy secu-
rity.
I think China will keep 
backing Iranian oil ship-
ments. By speeding up the 
process of replacing target-
ed tankers, Iran can hold 
its export levels steady. 
Regardless, Iran needs to 
tough it out in the face of 
the incoming Trump ad-
ministration, as showing 
any signs of weakness 
could undermine its bar-
gaining position in poten-
tial negotiations and deals.

What are possible solu-
tions to the energy crisis? 
President Pezeshkian 
recently apologized for 
the deficits in the resi-
dential sector, which was 
noteworthy, and prom-
ised that these issues 
wouldn’t come up again 
next year. How feasible is 
it to tackle these deficits?
KAFSHKANAN:  In my 
opinion, the government 
can only reduce the se-
verity of the energy crisis; 
keeping next year’s peak consumption deficit at cur-
rent levels seems pretty un-
likely. This year, the Energy 
Ministry’s plan to tackle 
the electricity shortfall 
was to split a 5,000-mega-watt deficit between the 
industrial and residential 
sectors—3,000 MW for in-
dustry and 2,000 MW for 
households. However, in re-
cent days, actual shortages 
have exceeded 5,000 MW.
I believe the government’s plans to address deficits 
are more focused on strate-
gies laid out in the Seventh 

Iranian Oil Minister 

Mohsen Paknejad 

visits offshore 

installations at Iran’s 

Forouzan oil field in 
the Persian Gulf on 

October 6, 2024. 

  SHANA

Noorbakhsh: 
I believe that do-
mestic companies 
have the technical 
know-how to 
carry out devel-
opment projects 
in many fields, 
though whether 
they can fully 
finance them is 
a different story. 
That said, there is 
potential to draw 
in investment, 
and I think we 
could make this 
happen through 
collaborations 
with China under 
the 25-year agree-
ment or similar 
arrangements.

The Iranian-flagged Very Large Crude Carrier (VLCC), MT Arman 114 (L), and the Cameroon-flagged MT S Tinos are seen as they were spotted conducting 
an allegedly ship-to-ship oil transfer without a permit, according to Indonesia’s Maritime Security Agency (Bakamla), near Indonesia’s North Natuna Sea, 

Indonesia, on July 7, 2023, in this handout picture released on July 11, 2023.
 REUTERS
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A worker talks on a walkie-talkie in a gas refinery in Iran’s north-

eastern city of Sarakhs on December 19, 2024, amid a cold snap.
  SHANA

Businesses are plunged into darkness after a power outage in downtown Tehran. 
  MEHR 

Development Plan. How-ever, I think the first step 
to tackling the shortages 
is lifting the sanctions. We 
need to push toward an 
agreement. To address the current power deficit, there 
needs to be roughly $80 bil-
lion; for oil and gas, around 
$180 billion; totaling about 
$250 billion in investment, 
which can only be pulled in 
through attracting foreign 
investment. Additionally, an 
8% economic growth tar-
get has been set in the four-
year development plan. If 
we want to hit this growth, 
the key driver of economic 
growth—namely the elec-
tricity, gas, and energy sec-
tors—must be revived.
Given that lifting sanctions 
depends on various factors 
beyond Iran’s control, even 
if they stay in place, I be-
lieve we could still aim for 
a lower economic growth 
rate of around 3%. How-
ever, this would require all 
branches of power in the 
Islamic Republic to come 
together and take the mat-
ter seriously.

How can we achieve eco-
nomic growth even in the 
face of sanctions?
KAFSHKANAN: Absolute-
ly, one of the most crucial 
factors that can help Iran 
in this area is resolving 
the energy economy equa-tion. We need to first tackle 
the energy shortages and 
bridge the gap between 
selling prices and the actual 
cost of energy production. 
When we talk about the 
need to adjust fuel prices, 
it doesn’t mean we should 
suddenly hike them, as 
society may not be able to 
handle such increases and 
the government will likely 
steer clear of such moves 
for security reasons.
Another approach would 
be for the government to 
sort gas and power con-
sumers into two groups: 
those who follow appropri-
ate consumption patterns 
could be exempt from any 
changes and even incentiv-
ized, while tariffs for indus-
tries and heavy consumers 
could be increased.
In this area, we need to 
tweak tariffs, which has 
already been done in the 
residential electricity and 
gas sectors. Essentially, 
the energy costs for those who exceed fitting usage 

levels should be several 
times higher than for those 
who stick to consumption 
guidelines.
In the industrial sector, the 
government should aim to 
bring energy prices closer 
to actual costs, thereby low-
ering usage. As you know, 
during peak consumption 
times and cold seasons, 
Iran’s energy exports of 
electricity and gas to neigh-
boring countries, including 
Iraq, are halted. The gas 
Iran ships to Iraq generates 
much-needed foreign reve-
nue and excessive domestic 
usage can deprive the coun-
try of this income.
So, when we have the 
chance to rake in income 
from power and gas ex-
ports, why should we pro-
vide energy to any industry 
at subsidized prices? More-over, the benefits of that in-
dustry’s production don’t directly flow to the public. 
Thus, giving subsidized fuel 
to industries doesn’t seem 
reasonable and the govern-
ment has no choice but to 
adjust fuel prices.
This approach has already 
been addressed in a law 
called Removing Barriers to 
Electricity Industry Devel-
opment, which stipulates 
that 1% of the electricity 
consumption of industries 
will be transitioned to re-
newable energy or provided 
at free market prices over the next five years.
What is the current sta-
tus of the country regard-
ing the development of 
solar and wind farms and 
boosting power genera-
tion through renewables?
KAFSHKANAN: As I men-
tioned earlier, the Remov-
ing Barriers to Electricity 
Industry Development Act 
plans for 1% of industrial 
electricity consumption to 
switch over to renewable 
energy each year. We are 
hopeful that, per this law 
and the revenue generated 
from this sector, new solar 
and wind power plants will 
be set up across the country.
On the other side, during 
the previous administra-
tion, the goal was to pro-
duce 10,000 MW of green 
energy over a four-year 
span, but only about 250 
MW were actually gener-
ated during three years of 
that government’s term. 
Overall, we merely crank 

out around 1,300 MW of 
power from renewable 
energy resources. The aim 
remains to bring in another 
10,000 MW of clean energy 
each year, which I think is a 
bit wishful thinking.  
That said, I need to stress 
that optimizing energy con-
sumption is more crucial 
than just building renew-
able and thermal power 
plants to tackle the existing deficits. For every unit we 
invest in energy optimi-
zation, estimates suggest 
we could see returns up 
to seven times the cost of 
constructing thermal pow-
er plants. Therefore, opti-
mizing energy use is vital, 
especially since it helps cut 
down on carbon emissions, 
which is a social responsi-
bility for all governments. 
More importantly,  we 
could even make revenue 
by helping reduce carbon 
emissions through global 
carbon credits and the Par-
is Climate Agreement.

What is your forecast for 
oil prices next year and 
how would a slide in oil 
prices impact our econ-
omy?
NOORBAKHSH: In my view, 
a sharp drop in oil prices is 
unlikely. Forecasts by 20 
economic research insti-
tutes indicate that oil prices 
for next year will hover $60 
to $75 per barrel. I think it’s 
improbable that oil prices 
will dip below $60 unless 
we encounter another glob-
al crisis like COVID-19.  

What strategies can Iran 
pursue to boost gas rev-
enues and stabilize its 
standing as a natural gas 
exporter?
NOORBAKHSH: Given the 
shifts in the global land-
scape over the past two de-
cades, we need to change 
our approach to energy 
trade, especially gas, which 
is not just an economic tool 
but also carries political 
and security implications. 
On one hand, we rank third 
in gas production and sec-
ond in gas reserves world-
wide. On the other, we’re 
geographically positioned 
among major gas-produc-
ing countries like Russia 
and Turkmenistan, both 
of which are facing export 
challenges. Turkmenistan 
is landlocked and Russia 
is struggling with serious 

issues in gas exports fol-
lowing the Ukraine con-flict, with exports down by 
around 100 billion cubic 
meters annually.
In light of this, we can step 
up our role in regional en-
ergy trade through both 
domestic production and 
trade with these countries. 
We need to seize the oppor-tunity to first purchase sur-
plus gas from Russia and 
then from Turkmenistan, 
thereby solidifying our 
role in gas trade. However, 
I believe the gas we acquire 
should not be used domes-
tically to cover shortages. 
This gas should be directed 
toward generating foreign 
revenue through exports.
The objectives laid out in 
the Seventh Development 
Plan indicate that we need 
to import 20 billion cu-
bic meters of gas annually 
while exporting a total of 
40 billion cubic meters, 
which I see as a minimal 
target. Our country’s ca-
pacity for gas exports far exceeds these figures.
We can sell our gas by de-
veloping infrastructure to 
countries where export 
conditions are favorable, 
such as Pakistan and Oman. 
Gas is less vulnerable to 
sanctions compared to 
oil and can politically and 
strengthen Iran’s position 
in the region. For instance, 
look at Israel—it produc-
es only one-tenth of Iran’s 

gas, yet its gas exports in 
2023 were about 10% less 
than ours. Israel has lever-
aged gas as a tool to break 
its isolation, exporting to 
countries like Egypt and 
Jordan. This is one of the 
chief reasons these two 
countries have softened 
their stance toward Israel.
I believe the window of op-
portunity for gas trading 
in the region is closing fast 
and we need to take advan-
tage of it. The Seventh De-
velopment Plan represents 
a crucial moment for roll-
ing out this strategy, espe-
cially as Israel and Turkey 
are eager to capitalize on 
the current energy situa-
tion in the region, partic-
ularly after the Ukraine 
crisis. We must not over-
look the fact that the US 
is determined to prevent 
this from happening. This 
approach isn’t new; the US 
has been aiming to under-
mine Iranian and Russian 
power in the global gas 
market for nearly two de-
cades. To achieve this, it has 
two main strategies: one is 
to back the gas pipeline 
projects of competitors to 
create alternatives for our 
gas buyers and the other is 
to destroy the regional gas 
market via dumping LNG 
into the global market.

There are currently talks 
about agreements to pur-
chase gas from Russia, 

including the transfer 
of a specified amount of 
gas through a yet to be 
laid undersea pipeline in 
the Caspian Sea to Iran. 
What’s your take on this 
and how should we make 
the most of this opportu-
nity?
N O O R B A K H S H :  Ye s , 
agreements regarding the 
pipeline you mentioned 
have been discussed and 
we need to see how the de-
tails play out. From an eco-
nomic standpoint, it would 
be more cost-effective for 
this pipeline to come into 
the country over land, as 
both Turkmenistan and 
Azerbaijan have the neces-
sary infrastructure. Recent 
discussions suggest that 
this gas will be transport-
ed via Azerbaijan. The key 
point is that this gas trans-
fer should happen under a 
win-win scenario.  
Iran can export the gas it 
imports from Russia pri-
marily to Iraq and Turkey 
and secondarily to Oman 
and Pakistan. I believe 
that Iraq will be our mar-
ket for at least the next 
decade and how well we 
utilize this market’s ca-
pacity will depend on our 
own performance. Last 
but not least, we must 
prevent any disruptions 
in our natural gas exports 
in order to be internation-
ally recognized as a reli-
able supplier of energy.

Kafshkanan: 
Given that lifting 
sanctions de-
pends on various 
factors beyond 
Iran’s control, 
even if they stay 
in place, I believe 
we could still 
aim for a lower 
economic growth 
rate of around 
3%. However, this 
would require all 
branches of pow-
er in the Islamic 
Republic to come 
together and 
take the matter 
seriously.

 SHANA
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The director of the Vigol Cul-
tural Heritage Site, Javad Hos-
seinzadeh, stated that the Ha-
raskan archaeological site in 
Aran and Bidgol requires opti-
mal protection and further ex-
cavations by Kashan academics 
and international archaeolo-
gists to uncover its residential, 
political, and industrial sectors.
The Haraskan archaeological 
site is located east of the city 
of Aran and Bidgol in Isfahan 
Province, where, during two 
seasons of archaeological ex-cavations, remains of a fire 
temple dating back to the Sas-
sanid era, as well as the transi-
tional period from Sassanid to 
Islamic, have been discovered. 
This structure is considered by 
archaeologists to be one of the most exceptional fire temples 
of the Sassanid period.
He noted that Haraskan has 

been of interest to historians 
for many years, adding that 
the protection processes in 
this region must be carried 
out, and what has been dis-
covered from the excavations 
should be preserved so that 
further research and excava-
tions can continue.
He stated that given the sig-nificance of Haraskan and the 
artifacts discovered there, fur-
ther measures should be taken 
for archaeological explorations 
and to introduce it to the peo-
ple of Iran and the world.
Hosseinzadeh, referring to the 
discovery of an inscription in 
this ancient area, said, “This in-
scription is carved on the stone 
benches where the priests sat, 
narrating in Pahlavi the light-
ing of the Bahram Fire Temple in the fire temple of Haraskan.”
He continued, “The mentioned 
inscription, along with the bas-
es of offering tables, decorated 

plaster columns, and sections adorned with lotus flower mo-
tifs, is currently on display to 
the public at the exhibition of Haraskan.”
He noted that Sassanid-era 
pottery, along with early and 
middle Islamic ceramics fea-
turing stamped designs and 
golden hues, obtained from 
two seasons of excavation at 
the ancient city of Haraskan, 
are also showcased in this ex-
hibition.
This archaeologist said, “This 
exhibition has been estab-
lished next to Haraskan with 
the assistance of the Aran and Bidgol Municipality.”
According to him, based on 
historical sources, the Sassan-
id city of Haraskan was aban-
doned for unknown reasons in 
the 9th century AH; the ancient site later identified and discov-
ered near Aran and Bidgol is 
believed by archaeologists and 

historians to be the lost Haras-
kan mentioned in history.
According to IRNA, the Archae-
ology Group from the Universi-
ty of Kashan began excavation 
operations at the ancient site 
of Haraskan in 2021, and after 60 days, significant sections of a fire temple from the late Sas-
sanid and early Islamic periods 
were uncovered, which archae-
ologists believe was one of the 
most important places of wor-
ship during the Sassanid era and part of the fire temples of 
Bahram.
Aran and Bidgol, located 215 
kilometers north of Isfahan, 
is known for its rich cultural 
heritage and historical signif-
icance. The area is character-
ized by its unique architecture, 
traditional crafts, and prox-
imity to other historical sites, 
making it an important region 
for both tourism and archaeo-
logical research.

Haraskan archaeological site demands 
immediate attention, further excavations

Nature and history unite at Sheyvand Waterfall
Sheyvand waterfall is lo-
cated in the picturesque 
Sheyvand village of Izeh, 
K h u z e s t a n  P r o v i n c e . 
Nestled next to the lake 
formed by the Karun III 
dam and the Karun II Riv-
er, Sheyvand village sits in 
the foothills of the Zagros 
Mountains, surrounded by 
lush oak forests. This idyl-
lic setting not only offers 
stunning natural beauty 
but also serves as a vital 
ecosystem for various plant 
and animal species.
Sheyvand village, along 
with the neighboring vil-
lages of Noshivand and 
Posht Asiyab, forms a trian-
gular area through which 

the river flows. These vil-
lages are situated in a re-
gion where the Karun River 
meanders to the east, cre-
ating a unique geographical 
landscape that enhances 
the area’s charm.

Waterfall details
The Sheyvand Waterfall 
cascades dramatically 
from a height of 80 meters, flowing down the Mon-
gasht mountain for four 
kilometers before reach-
ing Sheyvand lake. This 
stunning waterfall not only 
captivates visitors with 
its beauty but also plays a 
crucial role in irrigating the gardens and paddy fields of 

the village. Directly across 
from this highest waterfall 
in Khuzestan province lies 
Zaras tourist village, which 
attracts visitors looking 
to experience the natural 
wonders of the area. Ac-
cessing Sheyvand village 
can be done via barge, ship, 
or go-fast boat, although a 
bumpy dirt road is also 
available for those who 
prefer to drive. The wa-
terfall itself is about three 
kilometers from the village, 
requiring approximately an 
hour of walking to reach its 
breathtaking viewpoint.

Flora and fauna
The biodiversity of Shey-

vand is remarkable, with 
a variety of animal species 
including leopards, boars, 
brown bears ,  wolves , 
jackals,  foxes, rabbits, 
rams, sheep, mountain 
goats, Iranian squirrels, 
and various birds such 
as partridges,  see-see 
partridges, nuthatches, 
shrikes, and woodpeckers. 
The region is also home to 
around 230 plant species, 
including Iranian oak, red 
ben, oregano, tragacanth, 
Pistacia atlantica, figs, 
Montpellier maple, pome-
granates, grapes, and wal-
nuts, contributing to the 
ecological richness of the 
area.

Historical significance
In addition to its natural at-
tractions, Sheyvand village boasts historical signifi-
cance, featuring an Abbasid 
caravanserai from the Sa-
favid era. The area is rich 
with remnants of an ancient 
fortress, believed to date 
back approximately 4,000 
years BCE. Visitors can also find stone inscriptions and 
reliefs near the Bardgori 
crypt, which dates back 
nearly 1,700 years to the 
Sassanid era. The village is 
home to two historic water 
mills and an old dungeon 
that reaches a depth of 25 
meters, adding to its histor-
ical allure.

Local handicrafts and 
cuisine
Sheyvand village is also 
known for its vibrant handi-
crafts, including jajim (a type of 

woven fabric), felt, neck scarves, 
rugs, and hand-woven car-
pets. The local cuisine is 
another highlight, featuring 
delicious offerings such as 
mountain honey, cheese, 
local butter, sugary bread, 
pomegranate paste, and tor-
shi made from pomegranate 
seeds. These culinary de-
lights provide visitors with 
a taste of the region’s rich 
cultural heritage.

Attractions 
Izeh, where Sheyvand is 

located, is renowned for 
its rich cultural heritage 
and historical significance. 
Visitors to Izeh can explore 
various archaeological 
sites, ancient ruins, and 
traditional crafts that re-flect the area’s storied past. 
The region is characterized 
by its unique architecture, 
traditional crafts, and prox-
imity to other historical 
sites, making it an import-
ant destination for both 
tourism and archaeological 
research. The combination 
of natural beauty, historical 
intrigue, and cultural rich-
ness makes Izeh a captivat-
ing place for travelers and 
history enthusiasts alike.
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The United Nations voiced serious 
concerns Friday over the Israeli 
military’s use of force during its 
raid this week in the West Bank, 
including methods “developed for war fighting”.
The Israeli military this week 
launched a raid in the Jenin area, days into a cease-fire in its war in the Gaza Strip, AFP reported.
“We are deeply concerned by the 
use of unlawful lethal force in Jenin, in the occupied West Bank,” UN human rights office spokesman 
Thameen Al-Kheetan told a media briefing in Geneva.
“The deadly Israeli operations in 
recent days raise serious concerns 
about unnecessary or dispro-
portionate use of force, including 
methods and means developed for war fighting, in violation of inter-
national human rights law, norms 
and standards applicable to law enforcement operations.
“This includes multiple airstrikes 
and apparently random shooting 
at unarmed residents attempting 

to flee or find safety.”
UN human rights chief Volker Turk 
has called for Israel to adopt and 
enforce rules of engagement that 
are fully in line with applicable hu-man rights norms.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has claimed the objec-
tive of the operation, dubbed “Iron Wall”, was to “eradicate terrorism” in the area.Kheetan said the UN rights office had verified that at least 12 Pal-
estinians had been killed and 40 
injured by Israeli security forces 
since Tuesday, adding that most of them were reportedly unarmed.
He called for all killings in a law en-
forcement context to be thorough-ly and independently investigated.
“Those responsible for unlawful killings must be held to account,” the spokesman added.
Kheetan said that following the Gaza cease-fire announcement, 
Israeli settlers in the West Bank 
had been “attacking Palestinian villages and stoning vehicles”, with 

houses and cars torched.
“We are also concerned by repeat-
ed comments from some Israeli officials about plans to expand 
settlements further still, in a fresh breach of international law. We 
recall again that the transfer by Is-
rael of its own civilian population 
into territories it occupies also amounts to a war crime,” he said.
“We call for an immediate end 
to the violence in the West Bank. We also call on all par-
ties, including third States with influence, to do everything in 
their power to ensure peace is achieved in the region.”
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Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi reacted to recent remarks by UN 
chief on Iran’s nuclear activities, de-scribing them as “audacious.” 
Araghchi took to the X on Thurs-
day, saying that Iran has shown its 
long-standing commitment to the 
global nonproliferation regime to the world.
He blasted UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres for preaching the Is-
lamic Republic, which is pursuing a ci-
vilian nuclear program as a signatory 
to the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the US-abandoned 2015 nucle-
ar deal, formally known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
“Here, my hope is that the Iranians 
understand that it is important to 

once and for all make it clear that 
they will renounce to have nuclear 
weapons, at the same time that they 
engage constructively with the oth-er countries of the region,” Guterres 
said on Wednesday while addressing 
a meeting at the World Economic Fo-rum in Davos. 
The Iranian foreign minister also 
highlighted a fatwa (religious decree) by 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei that bans 
the production, possession and stock-
piling of nuclear weapons and other 
weapons of mass destruction (WMDs). 
“It is audacious to preach that Ira-
nians must once and for all make it 
clear that they will renounce to have nuclear weapons.” 
The top Iranian diplomat also noted 
that the most relevant question in the 

region is Israel’s genocidal war on 
the Gaza Strip, as well as the regime’s 
occupation of Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese territory.
He further warned of the threat posed 
by Israel’s actual nuclear arsenal and refusal to join the NPT.Israel is estimated to possess 200 
to 400 nuclear warheads in its arse-
nal, making it the sole possessor of non-conventional arms in West Asia.

Araghchi raps UN chief ‘audacious’ remarks on Iran’s nuclear program

UN concerned by Israel’s ‘war fighting’ 
methods in West Bank

Iran: US blacklisting of Yemen’s 

Ansarullah contravenes int’l law

Iran’s Foreign Ministry con-
demned the United States 
for re-designating Yemen’s 
Ansarul lah resistance movement as a “terrorist” 
organization, casting the 
move as “contrary to inter-national law.”
Foreign Ministry’s spokes-
man Esmaeil Baqaei said on 
Thursday that designation 
of the resistance movement as a “terrorist” organization 
is only an excuse to impose 
“anti-human sanctions against the Yemeni people.”

“Such arbitrary, unilateral, 
and baseless actions fur-
ther undermine the rule of 
law in international rela-
tions and pose a threat to 
regional peace and stabili-ty,” Baqaei said. 
US President Donald Trump on Wednesday officially 
re-designated Ansarullah 
as a Foreign Terrorist Or-
ganization (FTO), returning 
the movement to the same 
status it held at the end of his first administration.
“The Houthis’ activities 
threaten the security of 
American civilians and per-
sonnel in the Middle East, 
the safety of our closest 
regional partners, and the 
stability of global maritime trade,” an order said.
The Houthis said the move 
targeted Yemen’s “entire population” over their sup-

port for the Palestinians.
“The US designation re-flects the extent of the cur-
rent administration’s bias 
toward the usurping Zionist entity,” a statement by the 
resistance movement said, referring to Israel.
Former US President Joe 
Biden had lifted the Foreign 
Terrorist Organization (FTO) designation in 2021, citing 
the need to mitigate one of 
the world’s worst humani-tarian crises.Since November 2023, the 
Yemeni movement has 
targeted dozens of Israe-
li-bound ships with mis-
siles, drones and small boat 
attacks in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. 
They say they are acting in 
support of the Palestinians 
in the war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.

 

Positive signals are coming from Teh-
ran and Washington as the two coun-
tries’ presidents prioritize negotiations 
to settle their disputes, not least over Iran’s peaceful nuclear program. 
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian 
said on Thursday that Iran is not seek-
ing war with any country but “we seek to live in peace and tranquility.” 
In a meeting with elites in the south-
western province of Khuzestan, 
Pezeshkian said that he believes Iran 
should speak to the world with the language of peace.
The Iranian president said China, 
which considers the United States as 
its number one enemy, tolerates the 
Washington’s threats because it wants to gain maximum benefits from the re-lations with the US. 
The Iranian president, however, said 
threats and sanctions by the enemies cannot bring Iran to its knees. Since taking office in July, the new Ira-
nian administration has repeatedly 
voiced its readiness to hold talks with 
the Western countries to resolve their 
disputes over the Islamic Republic’s nuclear program.
Ahmad Bakhshayesh, an Iranian law-
maker, recently said Pezeshkian favors 
direct negotiations with the United 

States to put an end to long-standing 
differences, including Iran’s nuclear issue.
Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and 
International Affairs Kazem Gharibaba-
di also said on Tuesday that Tehran is 
ready to start negotiations to lift “ille-gal and unilateral” sanctions imposed on Iran.
In recent months, Iran and European 
parties to the nuclear deal – France, 
Germany and the UK – have held sev-
eral rounds of talks on Iran’s nuclear 
program and have agreed to resume the negotiations in the future.
Meanwhile, US President Donald 
Trump said on Thursday that he would look to do a deal with Iran. 
When asked if he would support Israel 
striking Iran’s nuclear facilities, he said, 
“It would really be nice if that could be 
worked out without having to go that further step.” 
He added, “Iran hopefully, will make a deal.”
“The only thing I’ve said about Iran – 
and I want them to have a great coun-
try, they have great potential, the peo-
ple are amazing – The only thing I said 
about Iran, is they can’t have a nuclear weapon and they are religious zealots,” 
Trump said during an interview with Fox News.
People familiar with the matter also 

said Trump is to put his Middle East 
envoy Steve Witkoff in charge of man-aging Iran nuclear file, suggesting the 
US president is willing to test diploma-
cy before increasing the pressure on Tehran.
In an interview with Fox News two 
weeks ago, Witkoff said Trump 

wants to try and get a deal with Iran.
Senior diplomats from France, Germa-
ny, the UK and the EU met with their Iranian counterparts in Geneva 10 days 
ago and discussed Iran’s nuclear pro-gram.In 2015, Tehran proved the peaceful 
nature of its nuclear program to the 

world by signing the nuclear deal, 
known as the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), with six world powers.
However, Washington’s unilateral with-drawal in 2018 and its subsequent 
re-imposition of sanctions against Teh-ran left the future of the deal in limbo.
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Iranian animation ‘In the Shadow of the Cypress’ receives Oscar nomination

Iran’s Ambassador to Spain, Reza 
Zabib, announced the launch of 
Iran’s pavilion at the 45th Inter-
national Tourism Fair (FITUR 2025) 
in Madrid, which showcases au-
thentic Iranian architecture. 
This initiative, he noted, aims 
to promote tourism as a means 
of fostering peace, countering 
Iranophobia, and bolstering the 
nation’s economy, as reported by 
dolat.ir.Zabib highlighted the significant 
efforts of the Ministry of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism, and Handi-
crafts in designing and executing 
the pavilion, which has drawn 
considerable attention from vis-
itors. 
He added, “This pavilion not only reflects the rich architectural her-
itage of Iran but also serves as a 
gateway for international audi-
ences to engage with our culture.”
The ambassador underscored 
the role of tourism in enhanc-
ing international relations and 
combating negative stereotypes 
about Iran. 
He asserted, “Tourism can sig-nificantly contribute to economic 

growth and job creation, show-
casing the true face of Iran to the 
world and opening new avenues 
for international cooperation.”
Zabib further emphasized that 
participation in international ex-
hibitions like FITUR presents a 
unique opportunity to introduce 
Iran’s historical, cultural, and 
natural attractions to a global 
audience. 
In concluding his remarks, Zabib 
stated, “As a multifaceted indus-
try, tourism can play a crucial role 
in sustainable development, cre-
ating jobs and increasing national 
income, thereby contributing sig-nificantly to economic progress.” 
He expressed hope that active 
participation in such prestigious 
events would pave the way for 
showcasing Iran’s tourism po-
tential effectively.
The event, which runs from Jan-
uary 22 to January 26, 2025, 
was launched in the presence of 
Spain’s King and Prime Minister, 
marking it as one of the most sig-nificant gatherings in the global 
tourism industry, ILNA reported.
Represented by the Touring and 
Automobile Club of Iran, under 
the auspices of the Ministry of 

Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and 
Handicrafts, the Iranian pavilion 
aims to highlight the nation’s 
tourism, cultural, and historical 
offerings. The pavilion features 
16 booths designed with inspi-
ration from Iranian-Islamic arts 
and architecture, showcasing 
Iran’s potential in various tour-
ism sectors, including cultural 
tourism, ecotourism, health tour-
ism, and handicrafts.Mohammad Hossein Soofi, CEO 
of the Touring and Automobile 
Club of Iran, emphasized that 
the pavilion serves as a hub for 
interaction between Iranian 
tourism stakeholders and inter-
national investors. The club is set 
to conduct diverse meetings and 
programs aimed at fostering col-
laboration and presenting special 
tour packages that promote sus-
tainable tourism practices.
During his visit to the exhibition, 
Ahad Biouteh, a representative 
of Ardebil, Namin, and Sareyn at 
Iran’s Parliament, highlighted the 
importance of such international 
platforms in combating negative 
stereotypes about Iran. 
He expressed gratitude to the 
organizers, acknowledging their 

efforts in allowing the private 
sector to play a crucial role in ad-
vancing tourism objectives. “The 
design of the Iranian booths en-sures that Iran has a significant 
presence among participating 
nations,” he remarked. 
Biouteh noted the visible inter-
est from visitors at the Iranian 
pavilion, stating, “The Iranian-Is-
lamic civilization has adorned 
this exhibition, attracting numer-
ous inquiries about travel to our 
beloved country,” suggesting a 
positive trend in tourism. He em-
phasized the need for continued 
efforts to showcase Iran’s tourist 
attractions, not only to enhance 
tourism goals but also to coun-
teract misconceptions about the 
nation.
He further asserted, “Tourism 
is a valuable opportunity that 
should not be overlooked. All 
tourism professionals must ac-
tively participate and not wait 
for directives.” Biouteh conclud-
ed by stressing the importance 
of promoting Iranian culture 
and attracting tourists, which 
he believes is essential for rev-
enue generation and cultural 
advancement.

The nominations for the 2025 Oscars 
were unveiled, showcasing a diverse ar-ray of films, among which the animated short film ‘In the Shadow of the Cypress’ by Iranian filmmakers Hossein Mo-
layemi and Shirin Sohani stands out with 
its nomination for Best Animated Short 
Film. 
The lineup includes six that were pre-
sented at the Venice International Film 
Festival, which collectively garnered 17 
nominations, IRNA reported. In addition to ‘In the Shadow of the Cy-press’, the animated short ‘Wander to Wonder’ by Nina Gantz was also nomi-
nated in the Best Animated Short Film 

category. Both films were part of the Orizzonti Short Film section at the 80th 
Venice International Film Festival 2023.In a notable achievement, ‘Emilia Perez’, 
a musical drama by Jacques Audiard 
about a Mexican drug lord, has garnered 
13 nominations, setting a record for a non-English-language film. It is nomi-
nated for Best Picture, Best Director, and 
Best International Feature Film, among others, with leading actress Karla Sofia Gascon up for Best Actress in a Leading 
Role.‘The Brutalist’, directed by Brady Corbet, 
also received ten nods, including Best 
Picture, Best Director, and Best Actor 

for Adrien Brody. This film, which won 
the Silver Lion for Best Director at the 
81st Venice International Film Festival, 
has also been recognized for its writing, 
supporting performances, and technical 
achievements.Walter Salles’s ‘I’m Still Here’, which se-
cured the award for Best Screenplay at 
the same festival, received three nom-
inations: Best Picture, Best Actress for 
Fernanda Torres, and Best International Feature Film. Meanwhile, Pablo Larraí�n’s ‘Maria’ garnered a nomination for Best 
Cinematography, and Tim Fehlbaum’s ‘September 5’, which opened the Orizzon-
ti Extra section at the festival, was nomi-

nated for Best International Feature Film.In addition, Gints Zilbalodis’s ‘Flow’, which participated in the Venice Gap 
Financing Market at the 79th festival in 
2022, has received nominations for both 
Best Animated Feature Film and Best In-
ternational Feature Film.
La Biennale di Venezia has extended 
its congratulations to all nominees and 
particularly to Isabella Rossellini, who is 
nominated for Best Actress in a Support-ing Role for her performance in the film ‘Conclave’.
From the Middle East, the Palestinian-Is-raeli documentary ‘No Other Land’, which 
chronicles journalist Basel Adra’s efforts 

to safeguard his village from encroach-
ing Israeli settlers, is nominated for Best Documentary Feature Film. This film has received significant acclaim since its 
premiere at the Berlin International Film 
Festival last year.The Oscar nominations, initially sched-
uled for announcement on January 17, 
were postponed due to the impact of the Los Angeles wildfires, prompting 
the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts 
and Sciences to extend its voting period. 
The 97th Academy Awards are slated for 
March 2 at the Dolby Theatre in Holly-wood, with comedian Conan O’Brien set 
to host the event.

Iran’s Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Abbas Salehi, 
emphasized the role of theater 
as a dialogue-driven art form 
that fosters national unity. 
“Unity is fundamentally based 
on dialogue, and theater embod-
ies this very essence,” he made 
the remarks on the sidelines of 
the 43rd Fadjr Theater Festival 
and after attending a perfor-mance of ‘Border’, directed by Neda Ghorbaniyan. 
The minister elaborated on 
the interconnectedness of per-
formers and audiences, stat-
ing, “Those on stage and those 
watching are engaged in a dia-
logue. Sometimes, these conver-
sations manifest verbally, while 

internal dialogues unfold within 
the audience, linking with the 
on-stage interactions.” 
He underscored that national co-
hesion is grounded in collective 
discourse, asserting that the per-
forming arts, particularly the-ater, can significantly contribute 
to this goal.
Salehi also highlighted the ed-
ucational potential of theater, 
stating, “The art of theater cre-
ates numerous opportunities 
within the educational sector, enhancing students’ confidence 
and fostering contemplation and 
dialogue.” 
He acknowledged past periods 
when the ties between the edu-
cation system and theater were 
stronger, expressing hope for 
a renewed partnership. “If we 

critique the educational system 
today, theater can assist from 
multiple angles,” he added.
He called on educational profes-
sionals to leverage such cultural 
gatherings, emphasizing that 
student performances serve as 
valuable opportunities for learn-ing and growth. “We at the min-
istry strive to facilitate this path-
way and hope our colleagues in 
the educational sector respond 
positively to our invitation.”

Iran country of cultural 
fusion
In a separate meeting on the 
sidelines of the festival, Atabak Naderi, head of the General Di-
rectorate of Dramatic Arts, wel-
comed the Kyrgyz theater group, 
highlighting Iran’s rich cultural 

tapestry. “Iran is a country of 
cultural fusion,” Naderi stated, 
referencing the diverse ethnici-
ties that enrich the nation from the Persian Gulf to the Caspian 
Sea.
Naderi pointed out Kyrgyzstan’s 
notable participation in recent 
festivals, praising the Iranian 
government’s commitment to 
cultural diplomacy even amidst 
political challenges. “The festi-
val is one of the largest in the re-
gion, and we take pride in host-ing theater figures from various 
countries,” he remarked.
Kyrgyz representatives ex-
pressed gratitude for their in-
vitation to the festival, noting 
their positive reception among 
Iranian audiences and their in-
terest in future collaborations. 

They highlighted the signifi-
cance of their 24-year-old state 
theater and expressed hopes of 
inviting Iranian artists to their 
own biennial international fes-
tival.

The exchange underscores a 
growing cultural dialogue be-
tween Iran and Kyrgyzstan, re-flecting a shared commitment 
to the arts and fostering mutual 
understanding through theater.
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Diplomacy; pathway for ...

Trump has previously emphasized 

that his major concern about Iran 

is its potential 

pursuit of a nu-

clear bomb. However, contrary to 

some personal opinions in Iran, 

the Islamic Republic has not devi-

ated from its nuclear doctrine and, 

within this framework, has no in-

tention of obtaining nuclear weap-

ons. Tehran’s nuclear program has 

been under the watchful eye of the 

International Atomic Energy Agen-

cy (IAEA) for the past two decades.Given this backdrop, Trump’s new 
stance can be seen as a step to-

ward both sides’ desire to manage 

or ease tensions between Tehran and Washington and, if possible, 
open up dialogue to forge a new deal. The specifics of such talks 
and a potential deal remain un-

der wraps, but it seems that the 

noteworthy aspect is both sides’ 

assessment of past experiences 

and the costs incurred due to the persistence and occasional flare-
ups in tensions between Iran 

and the US.  Iranian government officials have also signaled their 
readiness in recent months to en-

gage in negotiations with the US in a dignified manner and based on 
mutual respect to safeguard their 

national interests. The back-chan-

nel messaging began well before 

Trump’s inauguration, with media 

outlets acting as intermediaries, 

publishing articles and opinions of 

Masoud Pezeshkian and his gov-

ernment’s willingness to interact 

with the world, including the US. 

For instance, one can refer to the 

publication of an opinion by Iran’s 

Vice President for Strategic Affairs 

Mohammad Javad Zarif in the 

prestigious American magazine 

Foreign Affairs.

Ali Larijani, an advisor to Iran’s 

Leader, also expressed Iran’s read-

iness to negotiate a new nuclear 

deal with the incoming US admin-

istration in an interview with Aya-

tollah Khamenei’s website weeks 

before Trump’s inauguration.

Trump has stated that he will con-

fer with his cabinet members on 

Iran, indicating that, contrary to 

hardline Iran opponents’ beliefs, 

he does not have a pre-determined 

action plan against Iran without 

consulting his advisors. Such a 

stance, likely drawn from past ex-

periences, has now set both sides 

on a new course. A course that 

seems to have diplomacy as its cor-

nerstone. These assessments lead-

ing to a diplomatic route for easing 

tensions should be embraced, and 

it is worth recalling that a confron-

tational approach, in any form, will 

prove costly for both sides.
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