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Araghchi calls Iran-Afghanistan
security, stability interconnected

C International Desk )

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said security
and stability in Iran and
Afghanistan are intercon-
nected after he met with
Taliban officials during a
visit to Kabul.

Heading a high-ranking
delegation on Sunday,
Araghchi arrived in the Af-
ghan capital on Sunday for
a one-day visit to discuss
various issues, including
Afghan migrants and Iran’s
water right. He is the high-
est-level Iranian official to
visit Kabul since the Tali-
ban’s takeover in 2021.
During a meeting with Tal-
iban government Prime
Minister Mullah Hassan
Akhund, Araghchi referred
to Iran’s historical, reli-
gious, and economic rela-
tions with Afghanistan and
said that Iran is glad to see
the establishment of se-
curity across Afghanistan
after four decades.

Iran’s top diplomat also
said the exchange of
high-level diplomats be-
tween the two countries
indicate the strong rela-
tions between Tehran and
Kabul.

Many countries closed
their embassies in Kabul
or downgraded diplomatic
relations after the Taliban
takeover that ousted the
US-backed government,
but Iran has maintained
active diplomatic ties with
Afghanistan’s new rulers,
though it has yet to offi-
cially recognize the Tali-
ban government.

Iran’s water right
During the meeting, Ara-
ghchi referred to Iran’s
water right in the border
river of Hirmand, also
known as Helmand, and
the issue of illegal Afghan
migrants as the two im-
portant issues in relations
between the two coun-
tries.

He said Iran has never
sought to interfere in Af-
ghanistan and calls for the
full implementation of the
Hirmand River agreement
signed between the two
neighboring countries in
1973 to resolve the water
issue.

Tensions between the
countries have intensified
in recent years over water
resources and Afghan-
istan’s construction of

dams on the Hirmand and
Harirud.

Araghchi also called for
turning the water issue
into a matter of coopera-
tion instead of conflict.
Mullah Hassan Akhund, for
his part, said the Taliban
government is not seek-
ing to prevent the flow of
water from Hirmand river
into Iran, adding that, “We
have ordered the minis-
tries of water and agricul-
ture to send water to Iran.”
“If we have a drop of water,
we will share it with our
Iranian brothers,” he said.
He emphasized that there
is a specific agreement be-
tween Iran and Afghani-
stan regarding Iran’s water
right in the Hirmand River.

Illegal Afghan
migrants

Both officials also dis-
cussed the issue of illegal
Afghan migrants in Iran.
Araghchi called for the
development of a com-
prehensive plan for the
return of Afghan nationals
to their homeland.

The Taliban official also
thanked Iran for hosting
Afghan refugees for a long
time.

Iran shares more than 900
kilometers of border with
Afghanistan, and the Is-
lamic republic hosts one of
the largest refugee popula-
tions in the world - mostly
Afghans fleeing decades of
war.

The flow of Afghan immi-
grants has increased since
the Taliban took power.
Also on Sunday, Aragh-
chi met with his Afghan
counterpart, Amir Khan
Muttaqi.

Economic relations
Araghchi praised the two
countries’ economic, trade
and political relations in
his talks with Muttaqi,
expressing hope that,
“During this trip we will be
able to further expand the
ties in line with the nation-
al interests of both sides”
as he placed a premium
on security and economic
arenas.

Muttaqi “expressed hope
that (Araghchi’s) visit to Ka-
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bul would create further
momentum in relations
between the two coun-
tries and they would enter
a new phase of bilateral
relations,” the Afghan For-
eign Ministry said.

Araghchi also said the is-
sues of water and migra-
tion demanded expanded
cooperation and called for
the full implementation of
bilateral water treaties.

The Taliban official said

the region was suffering
from climate change-in-
duced drought and that
Taliban authorities were
“trying to ensure that wa-
ter reaches both sides” of
the Iran-Afghanistan bor-

der.

Several Iranian delega-
tions have visited Af-
ghanistan over the years,
including a parliamentary
delegation in August 2023
to discuss water rights.

Incurred losses over continued presence on
FATF blacklist ‘undeniable’: Deputy minister

C National Desk )

Iranian Deputy Finance Minis-
ter Hadi Khani said the extent
of incurred losses over the con-
tinuation of Iran’s presence on
the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF)’s blacklist is obvious, un-
deniable and unjustifiable.
Khani said that relevant deci-
sion-makers in the previous
government also were in-
formed about the issue.

He said that unfortunately
some countries, even those in
the region, have begun to tar-
get Iranian natural and legal
persons in order to prove their
commitment to the FATF regu-
lations.

Khani emphasized that the
continuation of the trend risks

tarnishing the reputation and
credibility of the country’s eco-
nomic players.

Since January 12, Iran’s Expedi-
ency Council has started re-ex-
amining various clauses of the
Palermo and the Combating
the Financing of Terrorism
(cFT) conventions of the FATF
after Iran’s Economy Minister
Abdolnasser Hemmati said in
December that the country’s
top leadership had allowed re-
newed discussions on the FATF
case in the council.

The Expediency Council’s
spokesman Mohsen Dehnavi
said on Sunday that four claus-
es of the Palermo convention
had been reviewed during the
council’s meeting.
Restrictions imposed by the

FATF on Iran’s banking system
will be removed once the coun-
try enacts the Palermo and the
CFT conventions.

The Iranian Parliament has
approved the Palermo and the
CFT, but Iran’s Guardian Coun-
cil, which is responsible for vet-
ting parliament legislation, has
refused to ratify them, citing the
need for some amendments.
Iran has approved other con-
ventions and regulations ad-
opted by the FATF.

The renewed push to examine
Iran’s full accession to the FATF
comes amid efforts by Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian and
his administration to open up
to the world and to improve
an economy affected by global
inflation and foreign sanctions.

Iran at UNHRC outlines efforts to
promote free speech,
information access

( National Desk )

Speaking at the United Na-
tions Human Rights Coun-
cil (UNHRC) on Saturday, the
deputy minister for media
affairs at Iran’s Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance delivered a detailed re-
port on the country’s efforts
at promoting freedom of
expression and information
access as a fundamental hu-
man right.

Mohammadreza Norouzpour
stressed that the efforts by
the Islamic Republic to guar-
antee freedom of expression
and information have been
significant and “far exceed
some alleged shortcomings.”

“These endeavors reflect
Iran’s commitment to fos-
tering a transparent, just,
and inclusive environment
where the rights and dignity
of all members of society are
respected and existing gaps
are minimized,” he said.

Norouzpour specifically
cited initiatives aimed at
designing 21 educational
programs to utilize artifi-
cial intelligence in media,
granting direct and indirect
subsidies to active media
organizations promoting
people-centric culture, en-
suring access to high-speed
Internet in under-privileged
and rural areas, and estab-
lishing a system for publish-

Mohammadreza Norouzpour

ing and maintaining open
access to information.

The deputy minister also
called attention to the fact
that Iran has also recent-
ly lifted restrictions on
access to commonly-used
digital platforms such as
WhatsApp and Google Play,
while also supporting the
development of new com-
munication platforms.

Mohammad Ali Rajabi

Iran should reboot...

Take in
Palestinians to
clean out Gaza

Neglecting this reality will lead to grav-
er threats, squandered opportunities
Page1 > and additional chal-
lenges.
The first step toward reaching an
agreement with any neighboring coun-
try is achieving internal consensus and
setting clear priorities and policies.
Consequently, all bodies will imple-
ment these policies in a coordinated
manner.
In the past, under the previous politi-
cal system in Afghanistan, there were
plans to sign a strategic agreement
covering five key areas in the bilateral
relationship but this opportunity was
lost due to delays on both sides and
the Republic collapsed in Afghanistan.
The next step involves assessing the
current situation of the neighboring
country. It is evident that a compre-

hensive agreement and stable rela-
tions are not feasible with a political
system still shrouded in uncertainty
and lacks the fulfillment of basic pre-
requisites in bilateral relations. Cur-
rently, the Taliban’s position is any-
thing but stable and Iran should adjust
its policies accordingly.

All neighboring countries are feeling
their way through their relations with
Afghanistan under a cloud of ambigu-
ity due to prevalent regional and in-
ternational uncertainties. As a result,
there is no consensus among region-
al countries to form a united front to
manage their relations with Kabul.
Currently, there are several axes of
influence: the India-US axis, the Chi-
na-Pakistan axis and the emerging
Iran-Russia axis. However, the lack of
alignment between regional and inter-

national agendas has led to a situation
where the efforts of the international
community are often counteracted by
regional powers due to their interests
and considerations and vice versa.

In the case of Afghanistan, there might
be issue-based collaborations, such
as in combating drug trafficking and
terrorism, as seen in the early 2000s
when Iran and the US indirectly coop-
erated due to shared concerns, which
demonstrated that even rival powers
can find common ground. However,
these instances are sporadic.

Iran should send a clear and unequiv-
ocal message to the Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan. The Iranian gov-
ernment can chart a new course in its
relationship with Afghanistan, as many
of its demands have gone unanswered
in the past 40 months.



