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The inhabitants of Qeshm, lo-
cated in Hormozgan Province, 
are vital contributors to the 
production of folk art, mark-
ing this region as one of the 
most significant in southern 
Iran. The relationship between 
handicrafts and the essence 
of  the community shapes 
the identity and character of 
Qeshm’s artistic products. The 
traditional arts are direct re-
sults of the history and experi-
ences of local artists.
Hamid Almasinia, a journal-
ist, wrote that when residents 
step outside their homes, they 
are welcomed by divine gifts 
such as stunning beaches and 
the sea. Each day, they admire 
the masterpiece created by the 
God, enhancing their apprecia-
tion of beauty. The local popu-
lation crafts exquisite jewelry 
from the sea’s offerings, includ-
ing shells and pearls, which are 
available in Qeshm’s markets. 
Additionally, they incorporate 
shells into the decoration of 
mirrors, pen holders, sculp-
tures, and even bags, according 
to chtn.ir.
The handicrafts of Qeshm Is-
land showcase the creativity 
of industrious individuals who 
continually strive to turn their 
homeland into a vibrant hub 
for production and economic 
activities.
On this island, the residents 
showcase their artistry using 
readily available materials. They 
enhance their lives with the 
gifts provided by the sea and 
enrich the arid landscape by 
crafting shell flowers. In Qeshm, 
art and craft, intertwined with 
local customs and culture, have 
resulted in a vibrant collection 
of handicrafts.
Handicrafts in Qeshm have suc-
cessfully met their primary goal 
of addressing community needs 
and improving the environ-
ment. Most of these creations 
are initially developed based on 
the requirements of local peo-
ple, primarily by women. Mean-

while, the island’s men engage 
in fishing using their handmade 
boats, bringing sustenance from 
the sea. When not fishing, they 
remain industrious, repurpos-
ing the wood from their boats 
to construct smaller vessels 
that reflect their commitment 
to a lawful livelihood.
These boats, known as lenj, 
are large vessels that resem-
ble small ships floating on the 
waters of the Persian Gulf. The 
craft of lenj boat-making in 
Iran has been recognized as 
an intangible cultural heritage 
by UNESCO and is an art form 
deeply rooted in the natural en-

vironment of Qeshm.
The most significant creations 
of the skilled women of Qeshm 
include various types of embroi-
dery, all crafted with their ex-
pert hands. These artisans pro-
duce golabetoon embroidery, 
khus-weaving, and shak-weav-
ing, utilizing different gold 
and silver threads. Golabetoon 
embroidery and shak weaving 
primarily adorn trousers, while 
khus weaving enhances local 
shawls.
Traditional clothing has always 
been a captivating reflection of 
a region’s culture. The local at-
tire of Qeshm is vibrant, show-

casing patterns and colors that 
are visually striking. In some 
aspects, it resembles garments 
from India, Arabia, and Africa.
Typically, the men’s traditional 
wear consists of a long white 
dishdasha, which comes in two 
styles. Women’s local attire in-
cludes a kendor, paired with 
embroidered trousers and a 
shawl, although ceremonial 
garments, such as those worn 
at weddings, exhibit distinct 
styles.
The burqa is an attractive and 
unusual garment, primarily 
found in red, green, and black. 
It covers the area from above 

the eyebrows to below the 
nose and holds considerable 
appeal for tourists, as it is 
part of the traditional dress 
for women.
One of the primary types of veg-
etation on the island is the date 
palm, which serves as a food 
source and has its branches 
and leaves employed in various 
applications, including the pro-
duction of wicker items.
In the eyes of the contented in-
habitants of this land, nothing 
is considered waste; creativity 
can transform even the most 
ordinary materials into art. The 
craft of making musical instru-

ments, particularly the oud, is 
another traditional practice that 
consistently yields exquisite 
and innovative handmade cre-
ations, significantly enhancing 
Qeshm’s artistic heritage.
Many individuals with the req-
uisite talent and creativity uti-
lize specific raw materials to 
express their feelings and ide-
als or to showcase their innate 
skills. Seashells, conch shells, 
corals, and remnants of other 
marine creatures are among 
the materials that require im-
mense patience, care, precision, 
and skill to prepare due to their 
delicacy and fragility.

Creative spirit of Qeshm’s residents

Revitalizing the ancient city of Bishapur

Bishapur, a Sassanid city, is 
one of the ancient cities of 
Iran, with its remnants located 
in the center of Kazerun, Fars 
Province. Recent projects by 
the cultural heritage author-

ities promise good news for 
the preservation and better 
organization of this ancient 
heritage.
According to an IRNA, ancient 
Bishapur was registered a de-
cade ago as part of the Sassan-
id Archaeological Landscape in 
Firuzabad and Sarvestan on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List. 
Over the past decade, there 
have been many actions taken 
and not taken, leading to nu-
merous discussions.
Bishapur was built in 266 CE 
by the order of Shapur I, the 
Sassanid king. After Shapur’s 
victory over the Roman Em-
peror Valerian, he ordered 
the construction of a city in a 
pleasant area along the road 
from Persepolis to Ctesiphon. 
This road during the Achae-
menid era connected the cities 
of Persepolis and Istakhr to 
Susa; Shapur named the city 
after himself.
The failure to protect valuable 
parts of the remnants of Bisha-
pur in past years has surprised 
the officials and heritage ex-
perts of Fars Province. How-
ever, according to an official 

from Fars Province’s Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism, and Handi-
crafts, development in the area 
have begun, since about a year 
ago, when the Sassanid serial 
property in Fars Province was 
placed under unified manage-
ment as Sassanid Archaeologi-
cal Landscape. 
According to a report pre-
sented by the manager of the 
site in Fars Province, during 
a specialized meeting attend-
ed by the media, 18 programs 
and plans have been initiated 
in Bishapur in the past year, 
with four programs complet-
ed, six programs currently un-
derway, and eight more to be 
implemented soon upon final 
approval of the plans.
Bishapur, renowned for its 
striking architecture and in-
tricate bas-reliefs depicting 
historical scenes, served as an 
important cultural and politi-
cal center during the Sassanid 
dynasty. Its impressive ruins 
continue to attract researchers 
and tourists alike, highlighting 
the significance of preserving 
this invaluable heritage site for 
future generations.
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