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FM says Iran supports
any Syrian gov't backed by public
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Iran Aims to Act as

Effective, Reliable Partner in Region

EAEU members urged.to develop joint digital produets, Al tools ee

N

A S

Iranian First Vice President Mohammad Reza Aref

(standing) speaks at the Digital Almaty 2025 forum held

at the ex-capital of Kazakhstan on January 31, 2025.
fvpresident.ir

Iran’s chance to break Al monopoly

By Navid Kamali

O P I N I O N

EXCLUSIVE

The rapid rise of Artificial Intelligence (A
in recent years has opened new frontiers
in various scientific, economic and social
domains, but it has also presented major
challenges to human societies. Some coun-
tries’ attempts to create an Al monopoly by
imposing trade and legal barriers, such as
the recent export restrictions on Al chips by
American company Nvidia particularly after
President Donald Trump’s ambition to make
the US the global AI hub, have raised con-
cerns among independent nations seeking
freedom from US dominance. Such monop-
olization not only threatens independence
and national sovereignty but could exac-
erbate global inequalities and empower
Al-dominant countries to impose their will
on others.

The history of technological colonialism
clearly shows that an Al monopoly held by
Western countries, especially the US, would
pose multiple threats to independent na-

tions like Iran. The primary threat is the loss
of independence and national sovereignty.
Al as a versatile technology, has permeated
all aspects of human life and controlling it
means controlling the destiny of societies.
If a country or group of countries monopo-
lize Al, they could impose their policies and
shape the international order to their ad-
vantage. This is a serious concern, especially
for nations not aligned with US policies.
The second threat is the creation of glob-
al inequalities. Al, as a driver of economic
growth, can contribute to wealth and wel-
fare, but if it remains in the hands of a few, it
will widen the gap between developed and
developing nations. Countries deprived of
Al access will lag in economic and scientif-
ic competition, leading to increased global
poverty and inequality.

The third threat is the use of Al as a tool for
political and military purposes. Al can be
utilized in propaganda, cyber warfare and
advanced weapons systems. If controlled
by a superpower, it can be used to weaken
o.pponents., destabllllze n‘a- Page7 >
tions and impose its will.
This could fuel global tensions and con-
flicts, jeopardizing international peace and
security.
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