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Embracing nature and tradition
in Ravansar

( Iranica Desk )

Hawraman encompasses over
700 villages, towns, and districts
across both Kurdistan and Ker-
manshah provinces, extending
into parts of Sulaymaniyah Prov-
ince in the Kurdish region of Iraq.
As a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
its beautiful, water-rich land-
scapes attract numerous tourists
throughout the year. These his-
torical and natural advantages,
combined with its tourist attrac-
tions, have positioned Ravansar
as one of the key tourism desti-
nations in western Iran, drawing
both domestic and international
visitors year-round.

Ravansar, with a population of
approximately 47,000, is situated
60 kilometers northwest of the
provincial capital city of Kerman-
shah and serves as the gateway to
the culturally rich and historically
significant region of Hawraman.
The area, nestled between the
provinces of Kurdistan and Ker-
manshab, is characterized by its
stunning mountains and rushing
rivers. The breathtaking natural
landscape has fostered valleys
where residents have coexisted
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harmoniously with nature from

even globally. He further men-

houses with temporary permits.
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the tourism route allows us to

ancient times to the present, a
connection vividly reflected in the
region’s terraced gardens, vibrant
festivals, and authentic rituals.
The eco-lodge in Kani Kechkineh
village of Ravansar has played a
significant role in boosting tour-
ism in recent years, facilitating a
reverse migration of villagers re-
turning from urban areas to their
homes.

Nasser Ahmadi, the manager of
the eco-lodge, shared with IRNA
the positive impact it has had
on revitalizing the village. He re-
marked, “We established the first
eco-lodge in Ravansar. The sur-
rounding villages were gradually
becoming deserted, and only two
families remained in our village,
who were also preparing to mi-
grate to the city”

Ahmadi noted that the eco-
lodge’s establishment has
sparked reverse migration; by
this year, about 40 new houses
have been built in the village, and
20 households have moved back
from the city.

“Today, Kani Kechkineh is rec-
ognized as one of the prominent
tourist villages in the country and

tioned that several initiatives
have been launched in recent
years, including the first pottery
workshop, the first local doll mu-
seum, a dried fruit workshop,
numerous rain-fed orchards, and
the first eco-camp in western
Iran”

While the eco-lodge has made
significant strides, Ahmadi point-
ed out that many related sectors
in the village remain inactive due
to financial difficulties.

“We are in need of grants or
low-interest loans to launch these
prepared projects and achieve ru-
ral development, tourism growth,
and sustainable employment,” he
stated. He also explained that, fol-
lowing the establishment of the
eco-lodge, 200,000 rain-fed trees
have been planted in the village,
which are now bearing fruit.
Currently, Kermanshah Province
offers a diverse array of tourist
accommodations, including 27
hotels, three apartment hotels,
19 guesthouses, seven traditional
restaurants, 15 individual road-
side catering units, 17 roadside
restaurants, 14 tourist complex-
es, 20 eco-lodges, and 50 guest

Dariush Farmani, the director
general of Kermanshah Prov-
ince’s Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts Organization,
emphasized that Ravansar is a
region brimming with tourism
potential and captivating attrac-
tions. He noted that Hawraman
is the 26th cultural heritage site
in Iran to be registered interna-
tionally, with Ravansar providing
essential access to this pristine
area.

Farmani added that Ravansar is
home to numerous natural tour-
ist attractions, making the city a
popular destination for travelers
seeking both natural beauty and
historical significance.

He stressed the need for more
recreational facilities to be de-
veloped for visitors in the coun-
ty, highlighting that, with private
sector support, a hotel and a
tourism accommodation complex
have been established in Ravan-
sar as part of a broader tourism
initiative.

“Ravansar is one of the key cit-
ies in Kermanshah Province and
serves as the gateway to Hawra-
man. Its strategic location along

conduct handicraft training class-
es, which helps us train more ar-
tisans to capitalize on tourism
opportunities and secure a larger
share of employment in this sec-
tor;,” he stated.

Manouchehr Habibi, the governor
general of Kermanshah Province,
also highlighted during his visit
to Ravansar at a meeting of the
county’s administrative council
that Hawraman is a paradise for
tourism.

He emphasized that tourism
and agriculture are the two pil-
lars of Ravansar’s development,
urging all managers and stake-
holders to focus on these areas
and formulate more comprehen-
sive plans.

Additionally, Mohammad Kho-
jasteh, the director general of
Kermanshah Province’s Gener-
al Governorate’s Office for Ru-
ral Affairs, stated that his office
supports employment genera-
tion and development projects
in villages.

Khojasteh highlighted that the
office has various responsibili-
ties in capacity building and ru-
ral development, which can be
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divided into two dimensions: one
involves monitoring programs
through village councils, while
the other focuses on oversight
by district administrations. He
further emphasized their com-
mitment to enhancing the role
of district and village councils in
provincial development, aiming
to make these entities more ac-
tive and dynamic.

Kermanshah Province is of-
ten referred to as the “India
of Iran” due to its four distinct
seasons, diverse ethnic groups
and religions, rich traditions,
various languages and dialects,
colorful attire, and captivating
customs.

The province also has an ancient
historical background, featuring
inscriptions and historical build-
ings that date back to before the
Islamic era and other periods, re-
flecting its rich culture and civili-
zation. Kermanshah boasts 4,200
nationally registered cultural her-
itage sites and two globally regis-
tered sites. Furthermore, with its
railway, airport, and communica-
tion infrastructure, the province
is well-positioned for tourism
development.

Embark on an unforgettable journey at Tehran’s Jurassic Park

Jurassic Park of Tehran is an essen-
tial attraction in the capital, trans-
porting visitors back millions of
years to the era of dinosaurs. The
park is dedicated to educating
guests about this historic period
by recreating the living environ-
ments of these prehistoric crea-
tures. Named after the renowned
film series, the park showcases
life-sized models of dinosaurs that
once roamed the Earth during the
Jurassic period. Please note that
there is an entrance fee to visit.
Established in 2013, Jurassic Park
aims to raise awareness among
nature enthusiasts and biology
lovers. The park features remark-
ably lifelike, moving dinosaur stat-
ues complete with realistic hand
movements and sounds. In this ar-
ticle, we'll provide an overview of
Jurassic Park Tehran, highlighting
its location, facilities, and various
sections. Join us as we delve into
this captivating destination!

The park is situated in the Sa’adat
Abad area, adjacent to Parvaz Park.

Facilities and sections

Dinosaur and animal statues: Vis-
itors can encounter numerous an-
imal statues up close, including a
hippopotamus, gorilla, elephant,
King Kong, panda, mammoth, and
bear. Additionally, there are a va-
riety of herbivorous and carnivo-

rous dinosaur statues, such as the
Europasaurus, Tall Europasaurus,
Stegosaurus, Tyrannosaurus Rex
(T-Rex), Torosaurus, and Allosaurus.
Each statue emits unique sounds,
and informative plaques accompa-
ny them, offering comprehensive
details. Children are encouraged to
touch the statues and take memo-
rable photos.

Jurassic Studio: While imagining life
among these gigantic creatures is ex-
citing, capturing photos with them is
even more exhilarating. The Jurassic
Studio provides an opportunity to
take photos alongside the dinosaurs,
creating lasting keepsakes. The stu-
dio staff will print these photos im-
mediately for visitors.

8D cinema: The park’s 8D cinema
boasts the latest viewing technol-
ogy, showcasing thrilling films as-
sociated with Jurassic Park. Among
the most exciting screenings are
those featuring dramatic dinosaur
escape scenes. The cinema oper-
ates daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
but ticket prices may be higher on
Fridays and holidays.

Gift and toy shop: Visitors can
enjoy additional activities, such
as exploring the gift and toy shop.
Inside, there’s a chance to partic-
ipate in competitions, like tossing
balls at small dinosaur targets for a
chance to win larger dinosaur toys.
Pottery workshop: This engaging

activity allows children to create
sculptures of dinosaurs and oth-
er park creatures, fostering their
creativity through hands-on expe-
rience.

Spider Park: Following the suc-
cess of Jurassic Park, the Tehran
Municipality established Spider
Park, which focuses on insects
and arthropods. Guests can view
over 20 different sculptures, in-
cluding spiders, bees, ants, snails,
ladybugs, and reptiles like turtles,
iguanas, and crocodiles.

Insects’ world: This section em-
ploys multi-dimensional simu-
lators to immerse visitors in the
insects’ world. Guests can explore
various insect exhibits and unwind
at the park’s café.

Microscopic insects: Visitors can
examine preserved insects (taxider-
my) and view intricate parts of in-
sects through a microscope in this
section.

Recreational facilities: After an
exciting day of exploration, guests
can relax at the café, enjoying a se-
lection of drinks and snacks.

Nearby attractions

Nearby sites of interest include
Milad Tower, Phase 1 of Nahjol-
balagheh Park, and Parvaz Park,
making Jurassic Park Tehran a
perfect starting point for a day of
exploration in the city.




