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Transformations of Qaem Shahr’s
architectural landmark

( Iranica Desk )

The old Municipality
Building in Qaem Shahr,
Mazandaran Province,
was constructed in 1926
and features a basement,
ground floor, and an upper
floor. It was registered on
Iran’s National Heritage
Listin 1977.

With nearly nine decades
of history, the structure
is located in the city cen-
ter near Talagani Square
and is regarded as a mag-
nificent example of the
architectural style of its
era. Initially, the building
served as the residence
for the Pahlavi family, who
ruled Iran for approxi-
mately 53 years between
1925 and 1979, during

their visits to northern
Iran. It later transformed
into a hospital; however,
following the construc-
tion of the current Razi
Hospital near the shrine
of Imamzadeh Yusuf Reza
(pBUH) and the subsequent
transfer of medical staff,
the building changed roles
several times. Ultimately, it
became an administrative
center for the governor-
ate, municipality, and Is-
lamic City Council of Qaem
Shahr, IRNA wrote.

For many years, the build-
ing housed the mayor’s
office and municipal staff,
making it one of the city’s
key administrative struc-
tures. During this time,
enthusiasts of ancient and
historical sites frequently

expressed concern about
the potential destruction
of the edifice.

Following a decision by the
city’s Islamic City Council
and an agreement with
Mazandaran Province’s
Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts Organiza-
tion, the construction of
a museum began in 2012
within the building. Ac-
cording to the agreements
made at that time, the mu-
nicipality was responsible
for restoring and prepar-
ing the space, while the
provincial Cultural Her-
itage Organization was
tasked with providing the
necessary museum equip-
ment.

However, by 2016, the mu-
seum had not yet become

operational. The then di-
rector general of the pro-
vincial Cultural Heritage
Organization identified
the municipality’s failure
to fulfill its commitments
as the primary reason for
this delay.

In 2018, delays in the res-
toration process result-
ed in the building being
transferred back to the
municipality. This cycle
of setbacks regarding the
museum’s opening per-
sisted until May 2022,
when the restoration
project was relaunched in
the presence of the then
head of the Mazandaran
Province Cultural Heri-
tage Organization. It was
announced that the muse-
um would officially open

once the restoration and
equipping efforts were
completed.
Unfortunately, the situ-
ation regarding the mu-
seum has evolved over
the years, despite senior
officials acknowledging
the necessity for its es-
tablishment in light of
the city’s rich history.
The presence of this un-
finished structure in the
center of Qaem Shahr is
unacceptable to citizens
and cultural heritage en-
thusiasts, who continue
to await officials’ fulfill-
ment of promises to open
the museum.

During a recent visit by
the Minister of Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts,
and Tourism, Reza Sale-

hi Amiri, the mayor of
Qaem Shahr, Kazem Ali-
pour, stated that in 2021,
an agreement was made
with the Mazandaran
Province Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Hand-
icrafts Organization to
convert this building into
a museum for public use,
to be jointly managed by
the municipality and the
Cultural Heritage Organi-
zation.

Alipour explained that the
Qaem Shahr Municipality
has met its commitments
regarding the restoration
and equipping of the build-
ing; however, the selected
consultant still needs to
obtain permits from the
Cultural Heritage Organi-
zation, a process that has

not yet been finalized or
communicated.

During his visit, Salehi
Amiri referred to the pre-
vious agreement between
the municipality and the
provincial Cultural Heri-
tage Organization, noting
that a meeting will be held
soon with provincial cul-
tural heritage officials and
the Qaem Shahr Munici-
pality to update and revise
this agreement. He em-
phasized the importance
of establishing a precise
timeline for completing
the museum project, which
will also require approval
from the provincial gov-
ernorate, with the goal of
officially inaugurating the
museum by the end of Sep-
tember 2025.

( Iranica Desk )

The dossier for registration of
Firuzabad, a city in Fars Prov-
ince, as the World City of Loom
Woven Textile has been pre-
pared, said director general of
Fars Province’s Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization.

Mohammad Sabet Eghlidi stat-
ed that Firuzabad has extraor-
dinary potentials in the field of
handicraft production, especial-
ly loom woven textiles, and this
capability has created job oppor-
tunities for thousands of people
in Iran. He noted that one of the
characteristics of weaving car-
pets and other textiles in the city

is the mental weaving involved
in designing and implementing
the patterns. He added that an-
other advantage of Firuzabad’s
textiles is the use of natural dyes
and self-sufficiency in producing
raw materials.

Sabet Eghlidi remarked that a
combination of innovation, cre-
ativity, and ingenuity has made
Firuzabad’s woven textiles re-
nowned at both national and
international levels, IRNA wrote.
He stated, “In order to secure
the registration of Firuzabad as
a world craft city, we have con-
ducted brainstorming and dis-
cussion sessions with experts,
specialists, the municipality, and
the Islamic Council of Firuzabad.

Following the agreements and
resolutions from these sessions,
the secretariat for the world craft
city will soon commence its op-
erations at the Firuzabad Munic-
ipality”

Sabet Eghlidi stated, “To com-
plete the proposed dossier,
documentation and film prepa-
ration, installation of urban ele-
ments related to handicrafts, and
preparation and completion of
documents are necessary, which
will be done in cooperation with
the municipality and the Islamic
Council of Firuzabad.”

He reminded that currently, Shi-
raz is registered as a World City
of Khatam-Kari (inlaid work), and
Abadeh is recognized as a World
City of Monabat (wood carving).
Firuzabad is located 112 kilome-
ters southeast of Shiraz and has
previously been awarded the ti-
tle of National Craft City.

In addition to its rich handicraft
heritage, Firuzabad is home to
several historical and cultural
attractions, including the re-
mains of the Sassanid city of Gur
and the Qal’eh Dokhtar Fortress,
which offers breathtaking views
of the surrounding landscape.
The city is also known for its
beautiful gardens and tradition-
al architecture, making it a cap-
tivating destination for visitors
interested in history and culture.

Firuzabad’s journey
to becoming a world city of
loom woven textiles




