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Finally, after days of debate and con-
flict over negotiations with the US 
among supporters and opponents, 
the Leader clarified the establish-
ment’s position. Over the past few 
months, it was expected that Donald 
Trump would reconsider his approach 

and show signs of goodwill after the 
unsuccessful experience of maximum 
pressure during his first term in of-
fice, which did not lead to Iran’s sur-
render. Although he did so in words, 
in practice, by returning to the strat-
egy of maximum pressure, he and the 
US ruling apparatus evidently have 
not changed their strategies towards 
Iran, especially since Trump made this 
decision public after meeting with Ne-
tanyahu.

In any case, Trump ignored the 
proverb “actions speak louder than 
words” and did what he wanted. He 
could have acted otherwise and can-
celed part of his executive order to 
show a green light, but he did not. 
As the saying goes, “He came out 
swinging,” although it was just for 
sanctions, not necessarily for military 
measures. 
In any case, the Americans, disregard-
ing the historical mistrust of Iranians 

towards them, still did not show good-
will in practice to perhaps crack open 
the door for resolving the problems 
between the two countries. There-
fore, as Seyyed Mohammad Khatami 
said, “The wall of mistrust between 
the two countries remains high,” and 
it was the US that removed the item of 
negotiations and resolving issues from 
the agenda, not Iran. 
Therefore, the fact that the foreign 
policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

has been set on this path is the result 
of US policy.
The government of Masoud Pezesh-
kian will certainly follow the honor-
able path and will not take an unwise 
approach. Internal polarization over 
the issue of the US and negotiations, 
non-negotiations, and possibly chal-
lenging the government of Pezeshkian 
is an American-style polarization that 
is condemnable for anyone from any 
faction to engage in.

Looking inward way out of 
economic problems

The Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution emphasized 
Friday, in a meeting with a group of commanders of 

the Air Force and Air Defense of the Army, that what resolves problems is the 
internal factor, namely the effort of committed officials and the cooperation 
of a united nation, referring to the futile experience of nearly two years of 
negotiations with the US that resulted in the JCPOA.
Economic issues are currently one of the country’s top priorities, and the 
Leader also emphasized this issue in the inauguration ceremony of Presi-
dent Pezeshkian in July this year. However, experts consider one of the main 
economic problems of the country, which has harmed people’s livelihoods, to 
be internal issues. They stress that these issues must be resolved to solve the 
problems. Experts further say that the economy must be handed over to the 
private sector and the people, and the key to solving it must be sought inter-
nally, not in negotiations.
Abdolnaser Hemmati, Iran’s Economy Minister, has also maintained that in 
the current situation, “there is no alternative but to empower the private 
sector and change the economic governance scene to involve all members of 
society in the economy and make the most use of national capital and internal 
capacities.”
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Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei (C) tours an 
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Polarization over negotiations condemnable
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Jafar Ghaderi, the vice chair-
man of the Economic Commit-
tee of the Iranian Parliament, 
believes that the reason for the 
economic problems and cur-
rency fluctuations in the coun-
try is that “we have not been 
able to direct liquidity towards 
the production sector and the 
productive economy.”
Ghaderi added: “If people are 
confident that their liquidity 
is going towards a direction 
that can lead to the prosperity 
of production and provide the 
ground for maintaining their 
purchasing power, they will 
not go after purchasing foreign 
currencies and gold.”
“If people are not doing this 
now and are going in a direc-
tion that pursues their own 
interests, separate from the in-
terests of society, it is because 
we have not paved the way for 

them,” the MP said.
Ghaderi emphasizes that peo-
ple must be allowed to play a 
role in the economy. “We must 
activate large industrial units 
with people’s participation,” he 
said, adding that it will remove 
the need to wait for others out-
side the country to play nice in 
order to toy with our economy.
“The fact that we do not use 
non-inflationary methods to 
finance and solve the liquidity 
problem of production units 
has nothing to do with sanc-
tions.”
He concluded: “Unfortunately, 
some government officials can-
not solve problems and attri-
bute them to sanctions, while 
most problems are not due to 
sanctions, but rather to the lack 
of prudence of managers who 
have not been able to use the 
country’s capacities.”

Javad Hosseinikia, the vice 
chairman of the Industries 
and Mines Committee of 
the Iranian Parliament, 
drew attention to the re-
cent announcement of 
the minister of petroleum 
that Iran’s oil exports have 
reached their highest level 
in the past 10 years. “This 
shows that sanctions have 
not been able to prevent 
the sale of Iranian oil,” said 
Hosseini Kia.
The MP also contends that 
the country’s economic 
problems are related to in-
ternal issues and confirms 
Ghaderi’s statement that 
the inability to direct the 
society’s liquidity towards 
productive activities and 
job creation is behind 
these problems. “We have 
not been able to increase 

the value of the national 
currency and create trans-
parency internally,” he 
notes, adding that these 
are internal weaknesses 
and have nothing to do 
with external issues.
“Today, our production en-
terprises are operating at 
40 to 50 percent of their 
capacity. Shortages must 
be eliminated so that the 
full capacity of these enter-
prises can be realized and 
export capacities can be 
developed.
Hosseini Kia maintained, 
“Today, self-sanctions have 
caused the country’s prob-
lems, not international 
sanctions. Internal sanc-
tions have hindered eco-
nomic and development 
activities and increased 
our problems.”

Vahid Shaghaghi Shahri, an eco-
nomics professor, reaffirmed that 
a part of the country’s key prob-
lems are internal issues, adding 
that without structural reforms 
in the Iranian economy, they will 
not be solved. He said: “Even if 
sanctions are lifted, no solution 
will be found. Of course, it is 
possible that inflationary expec-
tations may subside in the short 
term, but this is not a solution to 
the country’s problems.”
“We have an economy that is still 

based on oil, but the problem is 
that due to shortages, there is no 
more oil to sell,” he pointed out.
“To solve problems, economic re-
forms must be implemented, and 
the Leader has also emphasized 
that the private sector must be 
given space and must come to the 
forefront. However, the state-run 
economy has closed the doors to 
the private sector, and a suitable 
business environment for the in-
volvement of the private sector is 
not provided. Instead, monopolies 

and quasi-state entities are pres-
ent. In such an environment, com-
petition does not emerge in the Ira-
nian economy, and therefore, the 
possibility of becoming resistant 
to sanctions is greatly reduced.”
Stressing that there is no alterna-
tive to structural reforms within 
the Iranian economy, the eco-
nomic expert said: “The Iranian 
economy must change, and the 
environment must become ready 
for the involvement of the people 
in the economy, which is only pos-
sible with the improvement of the 
macroeconomic environment.”

The full article first appeared in the 
Persian-language newspaper Jam-e 
Jam.
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