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A special exhibition featuring 
over 60 works by Pablo Picas-
so from various stages of his 
career will open in Tehran in 
early March.
According to the public rela-
tions office of the Tehran Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art, 
the exhibition will include 26 
aquatint pieces from La Tau-
romaquia (The Art of Bullfighting) 
collection, which have never 
before been displayed in Iran, 
according to IFP.
La Tauromaquia collection is 

a significant artistic portfo-
lio consisting of 26 aquatint 
prints and is housed in major 
museums worldwide, includ-
ing New York’s Museum of 
Modern Art.
The artist’s passion for bulls 
began during his childhood, 
and in a recurring way, we can 
find in the work of Picasso 
numerous references to the 
bullfighting ritual and various 
illustrated books.
Picasso worked on the proj-
ect regularly around 1960, 
beautifully recreating ani-
mated scenes from his life-

long passion for bullfighting. 
The publication also enabled 
him to re-examine a variety 
of engraving print methods, 
including etching, dry-point, 
and aquatints, as well as pen 
and ink. Aquatint uses acid 
in the etching combined with 
stopping techniques so that 
darkening degrees of tone can 
be achieved. The process al-
lowed Picasso to concentrate 
on capturing a moment with 
more realistic detail.
This exhibition is being orga-
nized with the cooperation 
and approval of Iran’s Minis-

try of Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism, and Handicrafts, as well 
as the Niavaran Palace Muse-
um.
It is a collaborative effort be-
tween various Tehran muse-
ums and will be held in the 
galleries of the Tehran Muse-
um of Contemporary Art.
The museum, with the par-
ticipation of art specialists, 
researchers, and documen-
tary experts, is preparing 
this exhibition as part of its 
cultural programming for the 
upcoming Persian New Year 
celebrations.

26 rare pieces of Picasso 
to be unveiled in Tehran

The roots of this controversial plan can be 
found in the long history of the Palestin-

ian-Israeli conflict. The 
idea of emptying Gaza of 

its Palestinian residents and turning it into 
an area under Israeli control has always 
been favored by the Israeli far-right. From 
their perspective, Gaza is not Palestinian 
territory but part of the “Promised Land,” 
which must be “cleansed” of Palestinians.
In recent decades, this idea has been pre-
sented in various forms, suggesting the 
transfer of Palestinians to the Sinai Desert, 
Jordan, or even more distant countries. 
However, none of these plans have been 
implemented due to widespread opposi-
tion. Now, by reviving this idea and adding 
the “Riviera of the Middle East,” Trump is 
playing with fire. He not only disregards the 
national and religious sentiments of the Pal-
estinians but also exposes himself to serious 
accusations by ignoring international law 
and the basic principles of human rights.
The “Riviera of the Middle East,” as Trump 
envisions it, is a seductive dream: an area 
with beautiful beaches, luxurious hotels, 
glamorous casinos, and tourist attractions 
that will draw wealthy visitors from around 
the world. This vision is reminiscent of 
the French Riviera and the Mediterranean 
coasts of Spain — areas that have become 
symbols of wealth, prosperity, and leisure 
in Europe. But this beautiful image is only 
one side of the coin. The other side reveals a 
bitter and dark reality: the forced displace-
ment of hundreds of thousands of Palestin-
ians from their homeland, the destruction 
of their homes and infrastructure, and the 
annexation of Gaza to the Israeli-occupied 
territories, ending the Palestinian presence 
there.
Trump claims that this displacement will 
be “voluntary” and “temporary”. But which 
rational Palestinian would voluntarily leave 
their home and accept an uncertain fate in 
another country? Can the “temporary” na-
ture of this displacement be guaranteed, 
given Israel’s decades-long expansionist pol-
icies in the occupied Palestinian territories?
As is clear, Trump’s plan, behind the veil of a 
seemingly peace-oriented development and 
tourism project, pursues important strategic 
and political goals. These include consol-
idating the Israeli occupation, weakening 
Palestinian resistance, creating divisions 
among Arab countries, securing American 
and Israeli economic interests, and redefin-
ing America’s role in the Middle East.
By emptying Gaza of its Palestinian resi-
dents, Israel can consolidate its control over 
the area and fully annex Gaza to its territory. 
This would deal a fatal blow to the aspira-
tion of establishing an independent Pales-

tinian state. On the other hand, Gaza has 
always been one of the main strongholds 
of Palestinian resistance. By displacing the 
residents of this area and dispersing them to 
different countries, Israel hopes to weaken 
the resistance’s capabilities. Furthermore, 
this plan could fuel division and discord 
among Arab countries, weakening the unit-
ed Arab front against Israel. In addition, 
Gaza has a strategic location and significant 
gas reserves that could bring substantial 
economic benefits to the US and Israel. And 
finally, with this plan, Trump seeks to trans-
form the US from an ostensible mediator 
into a directly interventionist player in the 
Middle East.
The global reaction to Trump’s plan has 
been widespread but insufficient. Pales-
tinians consider this plan a “declaration of 
war” against them and are determined to 
resist it. Arab countries, the Arab League, 
European countries, human rights organi-
zations, and the UN secretary-general have 
also condemned the plan, calling it a viola-
tion of Palestinian rights and international 
law, as well as a threat to regional stability. 
However, these reactions have so far failed 
to prevent the plan from moving forward. 
Trump and Israel, ignoring this opposition, 
are looking for ways to implement the plan 
and may use economic and political lever-
age against Arab countries.
Trump’s plan faces serious legal and hu-
manitarian challenges. The forced transfer 
of a population is a clear violation of inter-
national law, particularly the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. Moreover, this plan could lead 
to a new humanitarian crisis in the region. 
Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driv-
en from their homes will need shelter, food, 
water, medicine, and basic services, and 
providing these necessities in host countries 
will be extremely difficult.
The future of Trump’s plan for Gaza is un-
certain, but one thing is clear: This plan is 
a dangerous gamble that could have cata-
strophic consequences for the region and 
the world. If implemented, it could lead to 
an escalation of conflict, increased violence, 
and greater instability in the region, de-
stroying the hope for a just and lasting peace 
forever. The international community must 
stand firm against this plan and not allow 
Palestinian rights and international law to 
be trampled upon.
The time has come for the world’s nations, 
especially those of Islamic countries, to 
seek just and lasting solutions to the Pales-
tinian issue instead of imposing unilateral 
plans — solutions based on respect for 
international law, justice, and human dig-
nity. Only then can we hope for a brighter 
future for the region.

Trump’s gamble on ...Over 1m historical artifacts held in Iran’s museums

The deputy minister of Cultural 
Heritage, Tourism, and Handi-
crafts revealed that over a million 
historical artifacts are held within 
the storerooms of Iran’s national 
museums.
Ali Darabi noted that out of these, 
“41,000 are identified, and around 
30,000 are currently on display in 
museums,” IRNA reported.
Iran’s historical artifacts span from 
the Sassanian era to the Qajar pe-
riod, according to the deputy min-
ister, and the National Museum 
holds a portion of these treasures. 
“Among them are invaluable pieces 
such as the Arjan Bowl and other 
significant works,” he pointed out.
Darabi stated that currently, an ex-
hibition of Iran’s historical artifacts, 
titled “The Glory of Ancient Iran,” is 
on display in the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region of China, and 
on the first day alone, seven thou-
sand people viewed the artifacts.
The deputy minister also an-
nounced that the right of discovery 
is stipulated in the Cultural Her-
itage Law. According to this law, 
after the authenticity of the discov-
ery is verified, the rightful individ-
ual will definitely receive their due 
credit.
“There is no impediment to the 
right of discovery for those who 
find historical artifacts. However, 

some individuals seek a share of 
the discovery before the authentic-
ity of the find is verified or before 
the location of the artifact is even 
shown to us. This is an unreason-
able demand.”
In response to whether penalties 
are imposed on those who dam-
age Iran’s cultural heritage, Darabi 
stated: “The necessary provisions 
for dealing with those who dam-
age historical and cultural artifacts 
are also stipulated in the law. Since 
these artifacts are invaluable, some 
individuals will face severe penal-
ties.”

“Under the previous government, 
specialized courts were estab-
lished to address these crimes, and 
we are striving to implement this 
measure,” he said, adding that the 
head of the Judiciary has expressed 
readiness and that a joint task force 
has been formed between the min-
istry and the Judiciary.

Arts & Culture Desk

Arts & Culture Desk

 ISNA

Page 1

Deputy Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, 
and Handicrafts Ali Darabi (R) visits “The Glory 
of Ancient Iran” exhibition in the Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region of China.
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