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It may be hard to believe 
that just 18 kilometers 
north of Isfahan lies an an-
cient city with a history of 
4,000 years — a city whose 
historical face has been sac-
rificed to misguided poli-
cies and the negligence of 
its managers throughout 
its existence. Cities are not 
merely a collection of hous-
es and streets; they narrate 
the history, culture, and 
identity of the people who 
have devoted themselves to 
their customs and cultural 
heritage over many years 
within their alleyways.
The city of Gaz-e Borkhar 
(known also as Gaz) with its 
long-standing history, was 
once known as a fortified 
city, surrounded by sturdy 
walls measuring between 
two to seven meters in 
thickness and reaching 
heights of 10 meters. 
However, what remains of 
this city’s cultural and his-
torical authenticity today 
includes the Abbasi Cara-
vanserai, the Aqa Mahmoud 
Mosque, the shrine of Shah 
Nematollah, the old city 
walls, and the Jaame (Grand) 
Mosque, IRNA wrote.
The most important his-
torical building in the city, 

located in its central core, 
is the Jaame Mosque, which 
dates back to the Buyid and 
Seljuk periods and is rec-
ognized as one of the most 
significant religious and 
historical structures in the 
region. In addition, the his-
torical houses, old bazaars, 
and traditional bathhouses 
further reflect Ghaz’s rich 
historical identity.
An expert in intangible heri-
tage from Isfahan Province’s 
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, 
and Handicrafts Organiza-
tion stated that the destruc-
tion of the historical fabric 
of Gaz began in the 1960s, 
gradually weakening the 
deep connection of the peo-
ple with their identity from 
that time. 
Hojjatollah Zekavatmand 
added that the destruction 
of Gaz’s historical fabric 
started when urban plan-
ning decisions divided the 
city into four parts, leading 
to the emergence of new 
pathways within the histor-
ical fabric. He further men-
tioned that in the following 
years, there was little atten-
tion paid to this issue, re-
sulting in even more exten-
sive destruction occurring 
in the 1970s and 1980s.
He warned that unique cul-
tural and historical value of 

the city of Gaz is now facing 
a wave of destruction, and 
the continuation of this 
trend will obliterate the 
city’s historical identity. He 
declared that the historical 
area between the two signif-
icant mosques — the Jaame 
Mosque and the Aqa Mah-
moud Mosque — is one of 
the most important sections 
that has been lost over the 
years, a neighborhood that 
included a covered bazaar, 
a bathhouse, and valuable 
houses.
Zekavatmand emphasized 
that in 2005, municipal ma-
chinery was demolishing 

historical houses; however, 
due to the efforts taken by 
the Gaz Cultural Heritage 
Organization, this process 
was somewhat halted. De-
spite these efforts, we have 
once again witnessed wide-
spread destruction in the 
city in recent years.
According to Zekavat-
mand, Article 102 of the 
Municipalities Law stipu-
lates that the issuance of 
any construction permit 
in the historical fabric re-
quires consultation with 
the Cultural Heritage Or-
ganization, and other gov-
ernment institutions must 

also consult this organiza-
tion before any construc-
tion operations. However, 
he noted that this law has 
not been implemented in 
many cases. In some in-
stances, owners were even 
advised to demolish their 
houses to obtain building 
permits.
One of the main reasons for 
the destruction of historical 
buildings in Gaz is the wide-
spread misconceptions and 
cultural ambiguities among 
the people. Many owners 
believe that if their house 
is recognized as a histori-
cal monument, the Cultural 

Heritage Organization will 
take ownership of it, while 
the reality is quite different. 
Zekavatmand emphasized 
that the Cultural Heritage 
Organization’s sole respon-
sibility is to protect valuable 
historical structures and 
has no involvement in the 
ownership or usage of these 
buildings.
He added that historical 
houses offer numerous ben-
efits of which many owners 
are unaware, such as a 50% 
tax exemption on sales if 
transferred to another indi-
vidual, a 100% exemption if 
transferred to government 
institutions, exemption 
from municipal fees, and the 
possibility of receiving bank 
loans for restoration.
Zekavatmand also stressed 
the importance of regis-
tering historical houses on 
Iran’s National Heritage 
List, stating that if a histor-
ical house is registered, the 
owners can benefit from 
grants from the Cultural 
Heritage Organization and 
support for restoration 
materials. He highlighted 
the significance of preserv-
ing the historical fabric 
of cities, explaining that 
the destruction of histori-
cal areas does not merely 
mean the loss of a few old 

buildings but results in the 
disappearance of customs, 
traditions, and the cultural 
identity of a city.
He added that many histor-
ical buildings, in addition 
to their architectural value, 
symbolize the rituals and 
traditions of the local peo-
ple. For example, the Jaame 
Mosque of Gaz has endured 
due to the holding of specif-
ic religious ceremonies. He 
warned that if these build-
ings are not preserved, a 
significant part of Iran’s in-
tangible heritage will also 
be lost.
According to IRNA, the city 
of Gaz-e Borkhar is located 
18 kilometers north of Is-
fahan in Isfahan Province. 
This city, with its rich and 
valuable history and struc-
tures that narrate Iran’s his-
tory and culture, is facing a 
serious threat. Mismanage-
ment of urban planning, 
lack of public awareness, 
and incomplete implemen-
tation of laws have led this 
historical city to rapidly lose 
its identity. If conservation 
policies are not reformed 
and a new perspective on 
the historical and cultural 
values of this region is not 
developed, not only will Gaz 
be lost, but also a significant 
part of Iran’s history.
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A visit to Zanjan’s scenic Gavazang Complex
El Daqi, or the Gavazang 
Recreational Complex, is 
one of the premier leisure 
centers in Zanjan, nestled 
on the northern outskirts 
of the city and at the foot-
hills of Gavazang Moun-
tain. This vibrant complex 
attracts both Zanjan res-
idents and tourists, espe-
cially in the evenings and 
on holidays. With an array 
of facilities, including tra-
ditional canteens, an am-
phitheater, a restaurant, 
game areas, a parking lot, 
a sports complex, a five-di-
mensional cinema, and an 
earthen dam, it serves as an 
alluring recreational desti-
nation for all.
Higher up beyond the 
complex lies the Gavazang 
Dam, an integral part of 

the recreational site. In the 
warmer seasons, the dam 
offers excellent opportuni-
ties for fishing and sailing. 
What truly elevates the sig-

nificance of this area is an 
annual National Aash Fes-
tival, featuring diverse Ira-
nian ethnic groups. Aash is 
a Persian term used to de-

scribe a family of nearly 50 
varieties of thick soup. This 
festival, one of the oldest 
food fairs in Iran, celebrates 
the country’s rich culinary 

traditions and draws visi-
tors from across the region.
Beyond the Gavazang 
Complex, Zanjan is home 
to other remarkable attrac-

tions that enhance its ap-
peal. The historical shrine 
of Imamzadeh Abdollah, a 
stunning shrine boasting 
intricate tile work, attracts 

spiritual visitors and archi-
tecture enthusiasts alike. 
Additionally, the Zanjan 
Carpet Museum offers a 
glimpse into the exquisite 
craftsmanship of Persian 
carpets, showcasing the 
region's cultural heritage. 
The Soltaniyeh Dome, a 
UNESCO World Heritage 
site, is another must-visit, 
renowned for its remark-
able Persian architecture 
and significance as a his-
torical mausoleum.
To reach the Gavazang 
Complex, head north from 
Zanjan city. The most con-
venient route is via the 
northern ring road, after 
which a pleasant walk will 
take you to this delightful 
entertainment and tour-
ism hub.
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