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One of the most prominent and 
distinguished historical sites 
in the tourism sector of West 
Azarbaijan Province is Takab, 
which, with its UNESCO World 
Heritage Site designation and 
155 nationally registered mon-
uments, is considered one of 
the ancient, civilized, and his-
torical counties of our country. 
This civilization harbors many 
unknown secrets of the past as 
part of its heritage.
Takab boasts favorable climatic 
conditions and mild mountain-
ous weather during the warm 
seasons, featuring beautiful 
mountains, waterfalls, fruit or-
chards, meadows, hot springs, 
and unique historical sites — a 
collection of natural and his-
torical attractions that have re-
mained relatively unknown un-
til now. This city has been home 
to many inhabitants, including 
the Medes, Achaemenids, Par-
thians, Sassanids, and Mongols, 
flourishing during all these eras 
at the height of prosperity and 
power, IRNA wrote.
Takht-e Soleyman, located in 
Takab in the south of West 
Azarbaijan Province, is one of 
Iran’s important historical at-
tractions, recognized as both 
a national heritage site and a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
This historical site is situated in 
a lush valley and is a must-see 
destination in Takab.
The history of Takht-e Soleyman 
dates back 3,000 years, repre-
senting a masterpiece of human 

ingenuity and creativity, show-
casing the exchange of human 
values. It was one of the largest 
educational and training centers 
during the Sassanid era. After 
Takht-e Jamshid, Chogha Zan-
bil, and Naqsh-e Jahan Square, 
Takht-e Soleyman is considered 
the fourth Iranian site on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list.
The waters of Lake Takht-e So-
leyman bubble up from a spring 
located 120 meters deep with-
in the earth. This ancient lake, 
with thousands of years of his-
tory, can rejuvenate the spirit 
and body of its visitors. Accord-
ing to some beliefs, the Prison 
of Solomon was a place where 
demons were imprisoned by 
Prophet Solomon (PBUH). This 
conical mountain, rising 97 to 
107 meters above the surround-
ing terrain, was formed over a 
thousand years ago due to the 
sedimentation of minerals from 
the lake’s water and contains a 

cavity 80 meters deep within it.
The historical buildings of 
Takht-e Soleyman are surround-
ed by an oval-shaped wall and 
enclosure (1120 meters long and fea-
turing 38 towers). Inside this enclo-
sure, there are two squares, with 
the Azargoshasp Fire Temple lo-
cated at the center of the north-
ern square and the lake at the 
center of the southern square. 
Additionally, in the northwest 
of the lake, there stands a tall 
porch known as the Ivan-e 
Khosrow, likely built during the 
time of Khosrow I, famously 
known as Anushiravan. In the 
southwestern section outside 
Takht-e Soleyman, there is a 
stone channel that is about 1.5 
to 2 meters high and 250 me-
ters long.
The Anahita Temple, the corri-
dors of Takht-e Soleyman, and 
the structures from the Ilkha-
nid period — including the 
southern gate, octagonal and 

dodecagonal buildings, hunting 
palace, council hall, mosque, 
bathhouse, industrial work-
shops, and the pillared hall — 
are additional parts of Takht-e 
Soleyman.
Numerous legends and stories 
surround Takht-e Soleyman, the 
lake, and the Prison of Solomon. 
Interestingly, one of the names 
for Takht-e Soleyman is Shiz, 
and many historians consider 
this place to be the birthplace 
of Zoroaster. Some also believe 
that this grand city belonged 
to Prophet Solomon (PBUH) and 
that, at his command, superhu-
man forces were responsible for 
constructing the monumental 
buildings at Takht-e Soleyman.
Takht-e Soleyman and its fire 
temple were built by Bahram 
Gur, one of the Sassanid kings, 
although the Sassanids played a 
significant role in its prosperity 
and development. This city was 
destroyed in 624 CE due to an 

attack by the Roman Empire, 
and after the downfall of the 
Sassanid government, this vast 
complex never returned to its 
former glory.
During the Ilkhanid period, 
Takht-e Soleyman served as a 
summer and seasonal capital, 
and the remaining structures 
in the complex indicate that 
some additions were made 
during this era. After the fall of 
the Ilkhanid dynasty, Takht-e 
Soleyman was used as a village 
and seasonal marketplace, and 
during the Safavid period, this 
area became a summer resi-
dence for nomadic tribes.
Ultimately, the fate of this mag-
nificent and extraordinary city 
was sealed 250 years ago when 
Takht-e Soleyman became per-
manently uninhabited, gradu-
ally giving rise to many legends 
about it. The archaeological site 
of Takht-e Soleyman was dis-
covered in 1819 by Sir Robert 

Ker Porter, and between 1958 
and 1978, several seasons of 
excavation were conducted at 
this complex. No excavations 
were carried out at the site until 
1993; however, Dresden Univer-
sity in Germany resumed exca-
vations at Takht-e Soleyman in 
2016 for a five-year period.
The Takht-e Soleyman complex 
is beautiful in every season of 
the year, showcasing its unique 
charms; nevertheless, most 
tourists choose to visit during 
spring and early summer when 
the weather is still pleasant, and 
the mountains and surround-
ing nature are lush and covered 
with beautiful plants and flow-
ers.
Please note that the Takht-e So-
leyman is illuminated at night; 
therefore, a nighttime stroll 
and photography will create a 
memorable experience for you. 
This year, approximately 70,000 
domestic and foreign tourists 
visited the UNESCO World Her-
itage site of Takht-e Soleyman, 
representing a 10% increase 
compared to the same period 
last year. These tourists visited 
the archaeological and histor-
ical Takht-e Soleyman World 
Heritage Site, Mount Prison of 
Solomon, and the hot springs of 
Ahmadabad separately.
Certainly, this level of visitation 
does not reflect the significance 
of such an important tourist 
destination and indicates that 
we have faced challenges in 
promoting its recognition on 
both national and international 
levels.

Keeyow Lake is located in the 
northwest of Khorramabad, 
Lorestan Province. Covering 
an area of seven hectares, with 
depths ranging from three to 
seven meters, the lake is a vi-
brant ecological habitat. The 
water of this lake is supplied 
by the springs of Mahmel 
Kouh and Golestan, as well as 
from the springs of the lake 
bed. In the past, Keeyow was a 
seasonal lake, but the influx of 
Golestan Spring water, which 
flows through the historic 
Flak al-Aflak Castle, has trans-
formed Keeyow Lake into a 
permanent body of water.
Adjacent to the lake is Keeyow 
Park, a popular spot for both 
locals and tourists. Within 
this area lies the Zagros Bo-
tanical Garden, established 
as a genetic repository for 
the preservation and study 
of the region’s unique flora. 
Opened in 2016, the botanical 
garden spans twelve hectares 
on the west bank of Keeyow 
Lake and is divided into sev-
eral sections, including areas 
dedicated to medicinal plants, 
wild and native fruits, a sys-
tematic garden, greenhouse, 
and nursery. This garden not 

only serves a vital ecological 
purpose but also provides a 
serene environment for visi-
tors who wish to learn about 
the diverse plant life of the Za-
gros Mountains.
The climate of Khorramabad 
significantly contributes to the 
allure of Keeyow Lake and its 
surrounding areas. The region 
experiences a temperate cli-
mate, characterized by mild, 
wet winters and warm, dry 
summers, which creates an 
ideal setting for outdoor activ-
ities throughout the year. The 
lush landscapes and diverse 
ecosystems thrive under these 

climatic conditions, attracting 
nature enthusiasts, bird watch-
ers, and families seeking recre-
ational opportunities.
Khorramabad itself is rich in 
history and cultural heritage, 
with attractions such as Flak 
al-Aflak Castle — an ancient 
fortress that offers panoramic 
views of the city and its natu-
ral surroundings. The castle, 
along with Keeyow Lake and 
the botanical garden, makes 
Khorramabad a unique des-
tination that blends natural 
beauty with historical signif-
icance. Visitors can explore 
hiking trails, enjoy picnics by 

the lake, and immerse them-
selves in the enchanting land-
scapes, all while experiencing 
the hospitality and warmth of 
the local culture.
Among the wildlife inhab-
iting Keeyow Lake, various 
bird species can be ob-
served, including egrets, 
pied kingfishers, pelicans, 
and storks. This rich biodi-
versity further enhances the 
lake’s ecological importance 
and makes it a vital habitat 
for avian species, adding to 
the overall attraction of the 
area for nature lovers and 
bird watchers alike.
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