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Donald Trump’s meeting with Volodymyr
Zelensky at the White House was a glaring
sign that the world had once again drifted
back into an era dominated by great-power
politics. To put it more bluntly, Trump and his
vice president’s condescending exchange with
Zelensky laid bare what can only be described
as a “great-power moment in global affairs.”
This ominous shift had already been set in
motion long before: with the Iran nuclear
deal being thrown under the bus following
Trump'’s withdrawal and Europe’s backtrack-
ing; with Ukraine becoming collateral dam-
age in the geopolitical tug-of-war between
the US and Russia; with Palestinian human
rights trampled underfoot in the Gaza con-
flict; and with Syria and its people paying
the price in the post-Assad era. It is bitter to
admit, but the world is once again witness-
ing the fate of nations being determined by
the powerful. We have rolled back to a time
when great powers divided up weaker na-
tions as they saw fit, cutting deals in their
own interest and that of their allies. The
“great-power moment” has always been a
perilous one for our region and beyond. It
was in such moments that the Ottoman Em-
pire was torn apart, the illegitimate state of
Israel was brought into being, Germany was
split in two, Poland was nearly wiped off the
map, and Eastern Europe was swallowed
whole. Time and again, these powers have
chipped away at the cultural unity and peace
of our region — stoking divisions between
neighbors, stirring up rivalries among key
players, launching military interventions,
and resorting to all manner of soft-power
tactics to keep nations in check.

Contrary to the dominant narrative in political
discourse, which paints our region as one rife
with division, this is one of the most cohesive
regions in the world. On the one hand, Islam
has provided a shared cultural and intellectual
foundation that stretches from the Indian sub-
continent to Eurasia, Anatolia, the Levant, the
Arab world, and the Persian Gulf. On the other;,
Iranian culture has acted as a unifying force — a
belt binding together Anatolia, the Caucasus, the
Iranian plateau, Central Asia, and the subconti-
nent. This Islamic foundation and Iranian cultural
bond have historically fostered peace and coop-
eration among nations.

But here is the harsh truth: the “great-power
moment” has repeatedly stood in the way of this
natural course. If we are to break free from the
vicious cycle of great-power politics, we must
carve out alternative regional moments — ones
that belong to us, not to external forces. Islam of-
fers the framework for what we can call a “unity
moment” — a moment rooted in shared history,
despite ethnic, linguistic, and cultural diversity.
However, diversity alone is not enough. If it is not
reinforced by a unifying structure, it can be easily
exploited by great powers and turned into a tool
for their own interests.

This is where Nowruz comes into play. Nowruz,
with its deep roots across the region, provides
that very Islamic unifying structure. By fostering
and sustaining a “Nowruz moment” in regional
affairs, we can push back against the return of
the “great-power moment” and the instability
it brings. The Nowruz moment calls for new
thoughts and actions, offering fresh perspec-
tives for understanding, tolerance, renewal, and
unity while preventing the re-emergence of the
“ominous moment of great powers.”

From the Indian subcontinent to Central Asia,
from Eurasia to the Caucasus, the Iranian plateau,
and Anatolia — these are the lands where the
Nowruz moment can rise. Unlike the great-pow-
er moment, the Nowruz moment is a people’s
moment. It signals a time when the nations of
the region, within the blessed framework of Is-
lam, can forge stronger bonds, accept differences,
build bridges across divides, and achieve unity in
diversity.

In the Nowruz moment, nations take center
stage and political affairs do not unfold in their
absence. No one is belittled; rather, each na-
tion’s presence is recognized and honored as a
vital part of the political landscape. The Nowruz
moment does not belong to any single nation
— itarises from the harmonious movement of
these nations in their quest for truth, goodness,
and renewal.
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The world today is in dire need of
a peace that fosters respect for hu-
man rights and fundamental free-
doms. The international commu-
nity, in its pursuit of global peace
and security, has come to the con-
clusion that the most effective way
to uphold peace is through human
rights mechanisms. The recogni-
tion of values such as peace and
human rights is nothing new in
history. However, it should not
be overlooked that reaching this
point — where peace and human
rights are acknowledged as inter-
dependent values — was no easy
feat. One cannot fully realize peace
without ensuring human rights,
and vice versa. The establishment
of peace is only possible through a
“culture of peace,” which aims to
instill the defense of peace in the
minds of individuals through edu-
cation and communication.
Cultural diplomacy plays a key role
in fostering and expanding this cul-
ture. It paves the way for coopera-
tion, cultural understanding, and
the exchange of cultural values,
thereby strengthening amicable
relations among nations. By focus-
ing on cultural interaction, cultural
diplomacy lays the groundwork for
a society built on security, human
rights, democracy, and peacebuild-
ing. At its core, cultural diplomacy
revolves around the exchange of
ideas, information, art, and other
aspects of culture to enhance mu-
tual understanding. It is about en-
gaging with and influencing other
societies through culture.

Iranian culture and civilization
have long embodied principles
of altruism, human dignity, and
peace among different nations,
with Nowruz standing out as its
most prominent symbol. Nowruz
promotes dialogue, reconciliation,
and a culture of peace, reinforcing
unity, human rights, and human
dignity. For centuries, vast regions
of Asia have celebrated Nowruz in
grand fashion. The festival serves
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Nowruz, the Persian New Year,
is celebrated by more than 300
million people globally, mainly
in neighboring countries. This
festival brings together millions
of individuals from various back-
grounds and traditions, all united
by a shared belief in joy, renewal,
and hope that is embodied in the
celebration of Nowruz.

Beyond its cultural significance,
Nowruz acts as a potent diplo-
matic instrument. It presents a
distinctive opportunity to fos-
ter peace, unity, and mutual un-
derstanding among nations in a
world frequently characterized
by political tensions and conflicts.
As an ancient festival recognized
by UNESCO as part of the Repre-
sentative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity,
Nowruz carries a message of
renewal that resonates across
cultures and borders, present-
ing an opportunity for coopera-
tion. Understanding how to fully
leverage Nowruz diplomacy is
crucial, and the key to this lies
in the media’s role. The media

as a reminder of monotheism,
gratitude, mutual respect, and an
opportunity to cleanse societies
of impurities. Thus, Nowruz holds
the potential to bring different
ethnicities and nations together,
fostering peace and friendship.
UNESCO officially registered
Nowruz as an intangible cultural
heritage on September 30, 2009.
Among the most influential cul-
tural assets, Nowruz stands as a
deeply symbolic tradition filled
with cultural emblems and spir-
itual messages. Understanding
how to leverage Nowruz as a dip-
lomatic tool is key to achieving
both regional and transregional
peace. Beyond its historical roots
in Iranian civilization, Nowruz
serves as an avenue for cross-cul-
tural dialogue and the promotion
of peace and stability. At its core,
Nowruz and its associated tradi-
tions carry profound messages of
solidarity, hope, and the pursuit of
a better future.

The Middle East, for instance, has
long been a cradle of diverse civi-
lizations, resulting in an unparal-
leled ethnic, religious, and cultural
mosaic. However, in the absence
of coexistence policies, this diver-
sity has, at times, created a fertile
ground for security challenges.
Therefore, within the strategic
framework of national security,
aimed at preserving and pro-
moting peace and stability and
preventing threats, festivals and
rituals can be established that are
attractive and respected by all so-
cieties and cultures. Such celebra-
tions and rituals emphasize the
shared values among all societies
and cultures, ensuring that no cul-
ture or society has confronted or
rejected them over the years but
has embraced them instead.
Among the most significant exam-
ples of such traditions is Nowruz,
a festival shared across ethnic
groups shaped by Iranian civiliza-
tion. It has the power to reinforce
both regional identity and soli-
darity while fostering a peaceful
environment through cultural
values such as human dignity, for-
giveness, and mutual respect.
Revitalizing and expanding this

serves as a bridge, connecting
people and promoting appreci-
ation for cultural diversity. By
raising awareness about Nowruz
and its significance, the media can
present this beautiful festival to a
regional audience and encourage
governments to acknowledge its
potential as a diplomatic tool.
Covering Nowruz celebrations is
crucial for highlighting the festi-
val’s historical and cultural im-
portance through documentaries,
news reports, and feature articles.
The traditions, rituals, and values
associated with Nowruz resonate
with everyone who celebrates it,
regardless of their background
or nationality. By showcasing the
festival’s role in promoting peace
and unity, the media can inspire
individuals to value the impor-
tance of cultural diplomacy.

At the Second Tehran Dialogue
Forum, held on March 16, 2021,
Iran’s then Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mohammad Javad Zarif,
emphasized the significance
of Nowruz in fostering a sense
of shared destiny. Zarif stated,
“Nowruz is a celebration of re-
newal and hope, a time when
we come together to reflect on
our shared values and common
destiny. It serves as a powerful
reminder of the importance of

ancient tradition through modern
forms like cultural and public di-
plomacy can serve as a preventive
measure against conflicts across
culturally connected nations. More
precisely, Nowruz, as a common
heritage among various nations,
provides a fertile ground for cul-
tural exchange and mutual under-
standing. Shared customs, culi-
nary traditions, music, and other
cultural elements tied to Nowruz
can bridge gaps between societies,
deepening cross-cultural appreci-
ation. This intrinsic connection
between Nowruz and diplomacy
underscores its significance.

For centuries, Nowruz has re-
mained a focal point for cultural
and human interactions across
Eurasia, retaining its role as a
fundamental element of national
identity for many nations in the re-
gion. Recognized by UNESCO as an
intangible cultural heritage of hu-
manity, Nowruz is widely regarded
by regional states as an integral
part of their civilizational identity.
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Nowruz and its importance to na-
tional identities in the region, cou-
pled with its image as a ceremony
promoting a culture of peace, make
it an ideal candidate for successful
cultural diplomacy. Successfully le-
veraging this shared tradition with
other Nowruz-celebrating nations
can extend its influence beyond
cultural diplomacy, creating new
avenues in broader foreign policy
strategies and offering new hori-
zons for cooperation in various

cultural diplomacy in promoting
peace and unity.” These remarks
highlight the potential of Nowruz
diplomacy to unite people and ad-
dress regional challenges.
Nowruz diplomacy is not merely
about celebrating a festival; it is
about using the cultural signif-
icance of Nowruz to encourage
regional cooperation, foster cul-
tural understanding, and promote
peace and stability in the region.
By covering diplomatic initiatives
related to Nowruz, the media can
highlight the festival’s potential to
address regional challenges. This
media attention can encourage
other countries to participate in
similar efforts, fostering a sense
of global unity.

Furthermore, media coverage of
Nowruz diplomacy can encour-
age governments to acknowledge
the festival’s value as a diplomat-
ic tool. By highlighting successful
diplomatic initiatives and the
positive effects of cultural ex-
changes, the media can motivate
policymakers to support and in-
vest in Nowruz-related diplomat-
ic efforts. Governments can draw
lessons from Nowruz diplomacy
to strengthen regional coopera-
tion and address pressing global
challenges. By recognizing the
cultural and diplomatic impor-

aspects of foreign policy.

As a shared cultural tradition in
Eurasia, Nowruz offers a diplo-
matic and cultural mechanism
to strengthen regional relations.
From an anthropological per-
spective, traditions like Nowruz
— rooted in unity, harmony, and
respect for human rights and the
environment — underscore one
key insight: the deep connection
between Nowruz and the pursuit
of lasting peace. A peace that is
thoughtful and stems from the
pure thoughts embedded with-
in the human spirit. Thus, the
commemoration of Nowruz is a
direct manifestation of a higher
goal: strengthening global peace
through the respect and preser-
vation of national cultures, world
heritage, and cultural diversity.
By celebrating Nowruz, societies
honor their roots, history, and the
values that have shaped civiliza-
tions for centuries.

The United Nations General As-
sembly adopted the resolution

“International Day of Nowruz” on
February 13, 2010 as a symbol
of a culture of peace. For the first
time in the UN’s history, “Iranian
Nowruz” was granted official in-
ternational recognition. Nowruz
represents a shared identity that
fosters convergence among na-
tions. It embodies a discourse
that naturally gives rise to peace
— a peace that the region and the
world desperately need now more
than ever.

tance of the festival, they can
strive to promote peace and unity
on a larger scale.

Additionally, Nowruz has a sig-
nificant economic impact. The
Nowruz holiday season gener-
ates substantial economic activi-
ty, contributing billions of dollars
to the economies of the countries
where it is celebrated through in-
creased tourism, retail sales, and
cultural events. This economic as-
pect further underscores the im-
portance of Nowruz as a valuable
cultural and diplomatic asset.
Overall, Nowruz diplomacy offers
a distinctive opportunity to foster
peace, unity, and mutual under-
standing among nations by lever-
aging the cultural and historical
significance of the Persian New
Year. As UNESCO stated, “Nowruz
promotes the values of peace and
solidarity between generations
and within families, as well as
reconciliation and neighborli-
ness, thus contributing to cultur-
al diversity and friendship among
peoples.” By covering diplomatic
initiatives related to Nowruz, the
media can emphasize the festi-
val’s potential to tackle regional
challenges. This media focus can
inspire other countries to engage
in similar efforts, nurturing a
sense of global unity.
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