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Iran’s Parliament on Wednesday ap-
proved the general terms of a bill for 
the country’s membership in the In-
ternational Solar Alliance (ISA). The 
vote saw 158 lawmakers in favor, 83 
against, and one abstention out of 
249 representatives present.
During the session, the Parliament 
reviewed a report from the Energy 
Committee regarding Iran’s poten-
tial membership in the ISA. The bill’s 
approval marks a step toward Iran’s 
formal entry into the global alliance, 
which aims to promote solar energy 
use and reduce reliance on fossil fu-
els, IRNA reported.
Before the vote, Alireza Salimi, a 
representative from Tehran, voiced 
opposition to the bill, arguing that it 
could implicitly bind Iran to the Paris 
Agreement. 
He warned that such a move could 
limit the country’s development and 
prioritize greenhouse gas reduction 
over economic growth. 
“Joining this alliance would harm 
Iran’s interests and impose restric-

tions on the country,” Salimi said.
In contrast, Malek Shariati-Niasar, an-
other Tehran representative, support-
ed the bill, stating that it had been 
thoroughly debated and amended in 
the Energy Committee. 
He emphasized that the ISA focus-
es on renewable energy and does 
not impose restrictions on member 
countries. “This treaty is about solar 
energy development, and there is no 
mention of limitations in any part of 
it,” Shariati-Niasar said.
Hossein-Ali Hajideligani, a represen-
tative from Shahin Shahr, also op-
posed the bill, expressing concerns 
about potential scientific and tech-
nological imbalances. 
“What guarantees do we have that 
the knowledge they claim to share 
will actually be provided? Meanwhile, 
we would be obligated to share our 
scientific findings with them, which 
could be more detrimental to our na-
tional interests,” he said.
Ruhollah Abbaspour, a representative 
from Qazvin, supported the bill, argu-
ing that it aligns with Iran’s strategic 
energy policies and national inter-

ests. 
“Enemies seek to isolate Iran glob-
ally, but this treaty will help secure 
our national interests and promote 
solar energy development, which is 
crucial,” he said.
Kazem Delkhosh, the deputy for leg-
islative affairs at the Presidential Of-
fice, representing the government, 
clarified that the ISA is not linked to 
the Paris Agreement. 
He noted that while Iran’s fifth Devel-
opment Plan aimed to achieve 5,000 
megawatts of solar energy, the target 
was not met.
“This treaty is about financial and 
technical support for member coun-
tries, and it is essential for Iran to 
join international agreements to ad-
vance its national interests,” he said.
The International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
has provided training to over 4,500 
people from its member countries. As 
a founding member and president of 
the ISA Assembly, India has support-
ed the alliance through financial con-
tributions and technical knowledge 
sharing when requested by the ISA 
Secretariat.

Construction of new power 
plants
Meanwhile, Iran’s Energy Minister Abbas 
Aliabadi stated on Tuesday evening that 
Iran has the capability to build cost-effec-
tive and high-quality power plants, not-
ing that the capacity of power plants set 
to be operational before next summer’s 
peak demand will be less than 10,000 
megawatts. 
Aliabadi added that the current power 
plant capacity stands at 93,000 mega-
watts. He further explained that the 
country’s power generation capacity will 
reach approximately 100,000 megawatts 
by next summer.
Aliabadi emphasized Iran’s ability to con-
struct affordable and high-quality power 
plants. 
According to the IRNA, some forecasts 
predict a potential electricity shortfall of 
around 24,000 megawatts for next sum-
mer. In response, the Energy Ministry has 
launched extensive efforts to address the 
issue, with 14 mega-projects designed to 
ensure sufficient power supply during 
the summer.
On Tuesday, government spokesperson 
Fatemeh Mohajerani highlighted the sig-

nificant challenges in the energy and wa-
ter sectors, stating that the government is 
facing severe imbalances in these areas. 
She outlined the government’s plan to 
fully address these shortages, noting that 
14 major projects, or mega-projects, are 
underway. 
These projects focus on both production 
and demand management. On the pro-
duction side, efforts are being made to 
enhance the capacity of power plants and 
increase electricity generation through 
renewable energy sources, with a target 
of producing 30,000 megawatts over four 
years.
Mohajerani added that while the Sev-
enth Development Plan initially aimed 
for 12,000 megawatts of production, the 
government intends to raise this target 
to 30,000 megawatts over the next four 
years. She emphasized that programs 
have been developed for production, 
transmission, and consumption to help 
reduce the imbalances. 
“We must recognize that these imbalanc-
es are a painful reality, and accepting this 
will make it easier to address them. We 
are facing significant deficits in both en-
ergy and water sectors,” she said.

Parliament okays outlines of 
ISA membership to develop clean energy

Tehran, Moscow discuss 
greater cooperation in aviation engineering

Hossein Pourfarzaneh, the 
deputy minister of roads 
and urban development and 
head of Iran’s Civil Aviation 
Organization, met with Dmi-
try Yadrov, the deputy min-
ister of transport and head 
of the Federal Air Transport 
Agency of Russia, during a 
visit to Moscow. 
The trip aimed to enhance 
aviation cooperation be-
tween the two countries, 
following the signing of a 
bilateral agreement on flight 
standards and qualifications, 
as well as the comprehensive 
strategic partnership treaty 
between Iran and Russia.
Under the agreement, both 
parties will recognize each 
other’s aviation standards, 
paving the way for Iranian 
companies to expand ex-
ports of technical and engi-
neering services to Moscow.
Kazem Jalali, the ambassa-
dor of Iran to Russia, hosted 
the delegation on Tuesday 
evening. The two sides dis-
cussed enhancing coopera-
tion in the aviation transport 
industry.
Earlier, Yadrov noted that 
several Russian passenger 

aircraft had been repaired 
and maintained in Iran, 
praising the quality of work 
by Iranian companies.
In an exclusive interview 
with IRNA in Moscow, 
Yadrov stated that Russian 
airline Aeroflot had sent 
one of its aircraft to Iran for 
maintenance, which was 
successfully completed. He 
emphasized that Aeroflot’s 
evaluation of the Iranian 
companies’ work in main-
taining flightworthiness was 
excellent and satisfactory.
Yadrov expressed confidence 
that Russian companies 
would continue collaborat-
ing with Iranian firms due 
to the high demand for such 
services in Russia. 
He also highlighted recent 
cooperation agreements 
signed with Iran’s Civil Avi-

ation Organization, under 
which Iranian maintenance 
and design companies are 
expected to submit requests 
for activity permits in Rus-
sia.
Since 2021, three Iranian 
aviation companies have ob-
tained necessary approvals 
and licenses to provide ser-
vices related to maintaining 
the flightworthiness of Rus-
sian aircraft. 
Yadrov praised Iran’s capa-
bilities in the aviation indus-
try, noting that the products 
displayed at the exhibition of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
in Moscow were impressive. 
He expressed optimism 
about the future of collabo-
ration, foreseeing significant 
opportunities for Iranian 
companies in Russia’s avia-
tion and airport industries.

Turkey starts taking delivery of Turkmen gas via Iran

Iranian Oil Minister 
Mohsen Paknejad an-
nounced the start of 
natural gas flow from 
Turkmenistan to Tur-
key through Iran, stat-
ing that the agreement 
has been finalized and 
gas is now being trans-
ported.
Pa k n e j a d  s a i d  o n 
Wednesday that the 
project was success-
fully completed in re-
cent days thanks to the 
efforts of the National 
Iranian Gas Company 
(NIGC) and other in-
volved sectors, accord-
ing to Shana.
He emphasized the sig-
nificance of the proj-
ect, noting its impact 
on gas trade and oil-re-
lated products, as well 
as Iran’s regional inter-
actions with Turkmen-
istan and Turkey.
Paknejad confirmed 
the finalization of the 
agreement, stating that 
gas flow has begun and 
the deal is now active. 
He added that fur-
ther details would be 
shared in the future 
when they are ready 

for public disclosure.
The minister highlight-
ed the project as a key 
step in strengthening 
Iran’s position as a 
regional energy hub 
and underscored the 
current administra-
tion’s commitment to 
advancing energy di-
plomacy.
It was previously re-
ported that BOTAS and 
Turkmengaz signed an 
agreement on supply-
ing Turkmen gas to 
Turkey on February 
10, 2025. 
The plan involves be-
ginning deliveries in 

March via Iran under a 
barter scheme, with an 
annual volume of 1.3 
billion cubic meters. 
The current year was 
chosen as a pilot peri-
od for such deliveries, 
with the expectation 
that a long-term agree-
ment on exporting 
Turkmen gas to Tur-
key will be concluded 
during this period.

Expansion of energy 
ties with Iraq
Also, Paknejad and 
Iraq’s electricity min-
ister on Wednesday 
emphasized the need 

to expand cooperation 
in oil, gas, petrochem-
icals, and electrici-
ty between the two 
neighboring countries 
during a meeting in 
Tehran.  
Paknejad met with 
Iraq’s Electricity Min-
ister Ziad Ali Fadel 
at  the Iranian Oil 
Ministry as the two 
ministers discussed 
strengthening bilateral 
relations, particularly 
in the energy sector, 
given the deep histor-
ical, cultural, religious, 
and political ties be-
tween the two nations.  
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