IAEA chiefurged to avoid e
political remarks about lan al y

Iran’s nuclear program

Vol. 7788 Saturday, March 8, 2025 Esfand 18, 1403 Ramadan 7, 1446 100,000 rials 8 pages

(2

HHH“N ‘"HI‘””IH”IH > irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir ‘ @ IranDailyWeb

Pezeshkian calls for reform
in agricultural, livestock farming methods ..

America’s perceived
soft power on decline

By Gholamreza Mansouri

O P I N I O N
E X CLUSIVE

After decades of domination, challenges
facing liberalism gave rise to a new school
in international relations in recent decades:
neoliberalism. However, a critical issue that
liberalism and even neoliberalism could nev-
er solve was war. Despite the terrible results
of World Wars I and 1], liberal experts predict-
ed that the world would experience long-last-
ing peace and joyous days, but surprisingly,
wars spread across the world.

Although the two main blocs, the West and
the East, were in a Cold War situation, wars
were still raging in various parts of the world.
One of the most long-standing of them was
the war imposed by Iraq on Iran in the 1980s.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the US
government won the Cold War. Neoliberals
predicted that global interdependence would
permanently put an end to wars. But the pre-
diction was wrong, and the world once again
witnessed various wars. At least war now
seems inevitable.

In the aftermath of the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse, America’s superior political position
generated both strategic advantages and so-
cial capital—a hegemonic ability to govern
the world or regulate international relations
whenever and wherever it wanted. While it
did not mean that America was able to do
what it wanted, it fostered a global perception
that America had the power to resolve any
conflict at will. It is worth noting that America
projects the ideals of liberalism and neoliber-
alism more in rhetoric than in practice.

This is the core of the concept of soft power,
formulated by Joseph Nye, who introduced
this concept in 1998, distinguishing between
two types of power. As mentioned above, nei-
ther liberals nor neoliberals have been able to
offer a solution to the problem of war in the
modern world. As both schools declared, no
democracy will fight another. But the Russian
invasion of Ukraine has shown that this claim
was wrong, too.

Soft or hard power?

Nye, born in 1937, differentiates between two
types of power. Hard power is “the ability to
get others to act in ways that are contrary to
their initial preferences and strategies.” This
is the ability to coerce through threats and
inducements. Also, soft power is the ability
to get “others to want the outcomes that you
want.” In other words, soft power relies on a
leadership position in the minds of nations.
Although the United States is the self-pro-
claimed leader of the world, under Donald
Trump, the White House appears unwilling
to lead the world, instead using its position
to secure American national interests.

Other nations would find such an approach
hypocritical and categorically reject Amer-
ica’s so-called leadership. This might erode
the hegemonic power of America in the
minds of nations. On the other hand, Trump
has repeatedly emphasized that he will keep
the United States out of war due to its high
costs.

It has become evident that the statements
made by international relations experts about
America’s ability to prevent wars through its
soft power are unfounded, and the reality
is that today, the whole world suffers from
wars. One of the reasons for this is that the
US government benefits from the prolifera-
tion of global conflicts. This is the best way
for America to sell weapons and exploit other
nations’ wealth for its own benefit. Trump’s
solution, peace through power, is not to se-
cure global peace but to secure America’s
national interests.

This situation illustrates the decline of Amer-
ica’s perceived soft power on the global stage.
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Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi speaks to
AFP during an interview at the Iranian Consulate
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on March 7, 2025.

AMER HILABI/AFP

Cultural, diplomatic
mystique of Nowruz

SPECIAL ISSUE [owruz is not just

about ringing in the
EXCLUSIVE new year—it is a
powerful thread weaving together nations, cul-
tures, and histories. Celebrated across 16 coun-
tries, this ancient festival has stood the test of
time, offering more than just tradition; it is a gold-
en ticket for cultural diplomacy and global soli-

EXpOI'tS to EuraSian Iranian duo among darity. In a world riddled with division, Nowruz
i 0 1 . . has the potential to break down barriers, open
countries post 22% uptick: IWUF annual winners doors for international cooperation. and farn
over a new leaf in global )
9 > @ > relations. Can this age-old A LU ST

celebration be the glue that binds nations togeth-
er? Discover how Nowruz is stepping up as a bea-
con of unity in uncertain times.

Explorlng Kermanshah’

historical treasures Culture, media
key to reducing road collisions

7 (8




