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Darvazeh Arg
Start your one-day trip to Semnan at the 
Arg Gate (Darvazeh Arg), a symbol of this 
historical city, and take some memorable 
photos with this Qajar-era structure. This 
beautiful gate, adorned in green and yel-
low colors, represents the city of Semnan. 
It is advisable to appreciate this magnifi-
cent edifice, which welcomes visitors with 
its authenticity and beauty upon arrival. 
The seven-meter height of the Arg am-
plifies its grandeur, making it one of the 
most beautiful historical buildings and a 
remnant from the Qajar period.
In ancient times, args played an essential 
role for kings, which is why their design 
was of high importance. The Arg-e Gate of 
Semnan was once the entrance to the gov-
ernmental center of this city. In the gov-
ernmental center of Semnan during the 
Qajar era, various buildings such as baths, 
a water reservoir, and a telegraph office 
existed, but these were later destroyed on 
the orders of the governor, leaving only 
the Arg Gate behind.

Jaame Mosque
Next, head to the Grand Mosque (Jaame 
Mosque) of Semnan, one of the oldest 
mosques in Iran, which is only about one 
kilometer from the Darvazeh Arg. Enjoy 
the architectural artistry of this historical 
monument. The mosque has undergone 
many changes over time, and many be-
lieve that the Grand Mosque of Semnan 
was built in the first century AH on the 
ruins of a fire temple. Throughout histo-
ry, the Grand Mosque of Semnan has held 
significant religious, cultural, and social 
value.
The Grand Mosque of Semnan has been 
registered on Iran’s National Heritage List. 
This beautiful mosque is considered the 
first and oldest symbol of Islamic architec-
ture in the city. It represents the grandeur 
of Iranian-Islamic architecture, a blend of 
art and architecture from the early Islamic 
centuries to the medieval period.

Pahneh Bathhouse
Located about 500 meters from the 
mosque, there is a well-known tourist at-
traction called the Pahneh Bathhouse or 
the Hazrat Bathhouse, which functions 
as a museum. It displays artifacts such as 
the skeleton of a pregnant woman dating 

back 4,000 years, gray pottery, Islamic-era 
items, and more. The Pahneh Bathhouse 
covers an area of nearly 1,000 square 
meters and consists of three sections: a 
sarbineh (changing room), a garmkhaneh (hot 
room), and a treasury. It has two separate 
entrances for women and men. Due to 
its small area and the artifacts displayed 
in this museum, this place has always at-
tracted the attention of travelers passing 
through the province and the residents of 
the city.

Tomb of Imamzadeh Yahya
The shrine of Imamzadeh Yahya (PBUH) is 
just a few steps away from the museum, 
and many tourists include a visit to it in 
their plans, especially around noon. Lo-
cated in the historic part of the city, it is 
regarded as one of the significant religious 
sites and tourist attractions in the area. It 
is said that this tomb belongs to the son 
of Imam Musa ibn Ja’far (PBUH), who ac-
companied Imam Reza (PBUH) during his 
journey from Medina to Khorasan. Imam 
Reza (PBUH) assigned his brother to guide 
the people of this region, and after his 
martyrdom, Hazrat Yahya was also mar-
tyred in Semnan. The shrine features a 
large dome and a beautifully tiled portico, 
which stands approximately 12.5 meters 
tall. The tiles were installed in 1959.

Semnan Bazaar
After lunch and resting, you can head to 
the Semnan Bazaar, a place worth visiting 
with its arched ceilings, narrow alleys, and 
both old and modern shops. The Semnan 
Bazaar was built during the Qajar era and 
is considered one of the most important 
shopping centers and sightseeing spots in 
Semnan. The bazaar is also listed as a na-
tional heritage site of Iran. This bazaar is 
approximately 1,600 meters long, featur-
ing architectural styles of ancient Iranian 
architecture, with clay and brick ceilings 
designed to fit the specific climatic condi-
tions of the desert region.

Tadayon House
Your next destination could be the Ta-
dayon House, which is only 500 meters 
from the bazaar. This Qajar-era house, 
belonging to one of the prominent 
merchants of Semnan, features a wind 
catcher, two courtyards, a pool room, 

and winter and summer rooms.
The Tadayon House is one of the valuable 
Qajar houses and a noteworthy attraction 
in Semnan, designed with two main sec-
tions: the outer and the inner. The outer 
part of the house has two large arches 
and a basement, while the inner section 
includes summer areas equipped with 
wind catchers, winter rooms, and several 
small and large rooms.

Amir Museum Garden
For an evening stroll, head to the Amir 
Museum Garden, located two kilometers 
from the Tadayon House. This site oper-
ates as an ethnological museum, display-
ing a variety of items, from old radios 
and televisions to bread-baking tools and 
more. The garden itself is beautifully land-
scaped, providing a tranquil environment 
for visitors to relax and enjoy.
There are many natural and historical at-
tractions surrounding the city of Semnan, 
a few of which are highlighted here:

Chashm village
Chashm village is located on the borders 
of Semnan, Mazandaran, and Tehran 
provinces, nestled in the Alborz Moun-
tains. With its cool and pleasant weather 
during the summer, it provides a delight-
ful escape from the sweltering heat of 
Semnan. The cool air of this village is so 
unexpected in the heart of the desert that 
it has become a popular destination for 
tourists seeking tranquility and pleasant 
weather. Chashm village is part of Shah-
mirzad, situated 36 kilometers north of 
Mahdishahr and 53 kilometers north of 
Semnan.

Cheshmeh Ali Spring
Cheshmeh Ali Spring is considered one 
of the recreational and tourist attractions 
of Damghan, a city in Semnan Province. 
Due to its cool weather in the summer, it 
has become a favorite spot for locals and 
tourists, with many setting up their picnic 
gear there. This attraction, one of the few 
remaining water gardens in Iran, features 
a beautiful structure whose reflection in 
the water enhances the appeal of this his-
torical site. The distance from Semnan to 
Damghan is 113 kilometers by bus, taking 
about 1.5 hours to reach, provided there’s 
no traffic.

Salt Cave of Garmsar
The Salt Cave of Garmsar, also in Semnan 
Province, is one of the most astonishing 
natural attractions in Iran, situated in an 
active salt mine. With its winding corri-
dors, beautiful salt stalactites, sparkling 
crystals, and towering stone columns, 
it presents an extraordinary landscape. 
There is also a stunning lake within the 
cave, creating a dreamlike scene. The 
distance from Semnan to Garmsar is 117 
kilometers, which takes one to two hours 
by car.
These attractions and the rich history 
of Semnan ensure that your visit will be 
both enriching and memorable, giving you 
a taste of the diverse cultural and natural 
beauty that this region has to offer.
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Semnan is one of the cities in Semnan Province that, thanks to its nu-
merous historical and cultural monuments, can offer you a unique 

and enjoyable experience. Notable attractions in Semnan include the Arg Gate, the Grand Mosque, 
the Pahneh Bathhouse, the Tadayon House, and more, allowing you to visit some of the most famous 
sites during your day trip. You can also stroll through the traditional Semnan bazaar and purchase 
local handicrafts and souvenirs.
Semnan is located on the Tehran-Mashhad road, making it easily accessible; for this reason, it is an 
excellent option for a short and memorable trip. Additionally, due to Semnan’s proximity to Tehran 
and other large cities like Shahroud, a one-day trip to this city is quite feasible. Throughout your 
short travel, you will have the opportunity to visit various tourist attractions and become familiar 
with the history and culture of the city, IRNA wrote.
Situated in a desert region, Semnan typically experiences hot summers and cold winters. Therefore, 
the best times to visit Semnan are in the spring and early autumn when the weather is mild and 
pleasant. Darvazeh Arg
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