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Top general: Iran not seeking war,
nor will stand bullying

Direct talks with US ‘pointless’
under pressure:

‘Iran ready to

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi speaks

during a ceremony on the occasion of Iran’s new year

at Iran’s Foreign Ministry in Tehran on April 5, 2025.
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Steel industry requires
investment in energy,
transportation

the “Year of In-
vestments for Production,” the spotlight is on
ramping up capital flow into key industries,
particularly steel. The strategic focus aims to
bolster economic resilience against sanctions
and global fluctuations. With steel playing
a crucial role in various sectors, investment
could enhance domestic production and re-
duce reliance on imports. However, challenges
loom—energy shortages and infrastructure
bottlenecks threaten to hold back growth. As
the Iranian steel industry strives to maintain
its global standing, addressing these hurdles
through targeted investments may pave the
way for a brighter economic future. Can Iran
overcome these challenges
and emerge stronger on the
world stage? The clock is ticking, and the stakes
have never been higher.

See page 4 >
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Iran-US talks;
hot topic on
diplomatic radar

The resumption of negotiations between
Iran and the United States aimed at re-
solving the nuclear standoff have shot
back into the spotlight in recent days.
Last month, US President Donald Trump
sent a letter to Iran, expressing Wash-
ington’s willingness to open a dialogue.
While the contents of the letter were
not made public, remarks from officials
on both sides suggest the message was
blunt: either hash out a deal on out-
standing issues—chief among them
Iran’s nuclear program—or brace for a
potential military strike. Iran respond-
ed to the letter. Iranian officials have
stressed that they will never enter direct
talks with the US under pressure. Mean-
while, senior military commanders have
warned that any American aggression
will be met with retaliation.

Several analysts have weighed in on the
likelihood, framework, and potential
content of future Iran-US talks. Their in-
sights follow.

Chances of deal depends on
US flexibility

By Amir-Ali Abolfath
US affairs expert

Washington is keen on launching direct
negotiations with Iran to hammer out a
deal, believing that indirect talks are sim-
ply time-consuming. Trump has report-
edly laid down a two-month window for
addressing the Iran issue, and within this
timeline, the US seems determined to push
through talks—one way or another.

At this stage, Iran continues to insist on in-
direct negotiations, and it remains unclear
whether it will eventually come around
to sitting down face-to-face with the US.
The situation is shrouded in uncertainty.
Should Trump’s executive memo form
the backbone of the talks, negotiations will
be difficult, leaving little room to wiggle
around core demands.

There is still a chance for a deal—provided
Trump’s memo does not set the bar. If the
Americans scale back their expectations
and back away from certain demands, es-
pecially in areas where Iran has drawn a
red line, like its missile and defense pro-
grams, then some progress might be made.
But until talks—direct or indirect—get off
the ground, it will remain unclear exact-
ly what the US wants or how much room
there is to negotiate or maneuver.

No go without Leader’s green light

By Jabbar Kouchakinejad
Iranian conservative MP

When it comes to talks with the US—which
sits at the helm of the Western world—ne-
gotiations have gone on in the past and will
likely crop up again.

Iran does not have any inherent objec-
tion to the idea of negotiations. However,
the format, framework, and demands of
such talks are ultimately laid out by Iran’s
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

As the Leader has declared: “No direct
talks.” This is not a suggestion—it is a de-
cree. Direct negotiations

are off the tablelfg PageZz >
If direct talks are to be considered, a spe-
cific set of steps must be followed and any
move must be signed off on by the Leader.
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Direct talks wit

under pressure: Araghchi

‘Iran ready to try path of indirect negotiations’

( International Desk )

Iran’s foreign minister once again
dismissed direct negotiations with
the United States on Iran’s nuclear
program, describing it as pointless
due to the Washington’s threats
and pressure.

Since taking office in January, the
US President Donald Trump has
repeatedly called for talks with
Iran to reach an agreement on its
nuclear issue.

At the same time, he has threated
Iran with bombing if an agreement
is not finalized between the two
sides.

Trump sent a letter to the Leader
of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei last
month calling for negotiations.

On Thursday, the US president
said he favored “direct talks,” and
argued that they were “faster” and
offered a better understanding
than going through intermediar-
ies.

h US ‘pointless’

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said on Saturday that
direct talks made no sense with a
country “that constantly threatens
to resort to force in violation of
the UN Charter and that expresses
contradictory positions from its
various officials.”

“We remain committed to diplo-
macy and are ready to try the path
of indirect negotiations,” he under-
lined during a ceremony on the oc-
casion of Iran’s new year, in which
ambassadors and envoys from for-
eign countries attended.

On Saturday, Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian said his coun-
try was willing to engage in dia-
logue with the United States on an
“equal footing.”

He also questioned Washington'’s
sincerity in calling for negotia-
tions, saying, “If you want nego-
tiations, then what is the point of
threatening?”

Iran and the United States have
had no diplomatic relations short-

ly after the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion, with some regional countries
like Oman playing a mediating role
between the two sides.

In 2015, the country reached a
landmark deal with the perma-
nent members of the UN Security
Council, namely the United States,
France, China, Russia, and the
United Kingdom, as well as Ger-
many, on its nuclear activities.
The agreement provided sanctions
relief in exchange for curbs on Ira-
nian nuclear activities.

In 2018, during Trump'’s first term
in office, the US withdrew from the
agreement and reinstated sanc-
tions on Iran. In response, Iran
rolled back on its commitments
under the agreement and acceler-
ated its nuclear program.
Western countries including the
US have long accused Iran of pur-
suing a nuclear weapon, which
Tehran has denied, insisting its
enrichment activities were solely
for peaceful purposes.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi

speaks during a ceremony on the occasion

of the Iranian New Year at the country’s

Foreign Ministry in Tehran on April 5, 2025.
mfa.gov.ir
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Top general: Iran not seeking war, nor w

( International Desk )

Chief of Staff of the Iranian
Armed Forces Major General
Mohammad Bagheri said the
Islamic Republic is not seeking
war, but will not tolerate bully-
ing and coercion and will stand
up toit.

Bagheri made the remarks in
a meeting with commanders,
managers, and the personnel of
the Armed Forces’ general staff
and the Khatam Al-Anbiya Cen-
tral Headquarters on Sunday.
He said that Iran’s strategy is to
defend its own interests and to
move towards its outlined plans.
His remarks came as the US
President Donald Trump has
repeatedly threated Iran with
bombing if an agreement is not
reached between the two sides
over Iran’s nuclear program.
Pointing to the content of Iran’s
response to a recent letter from
Trump to the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution over talks on
Iran’s nuclear program, Bagheri
said Iran’s response stressed
that, “We seek peace in the re-
gion”

“We are not the ones who start
wars, but we will respond to any
threat with all our might,” Bagh-

IAEA chief says plans to visit Iran

-l

Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces Major General Mohammad Bagheri
speaks in a meeting with commanders and the personnel of the Armed Forces
general staff in Tehran, Iran, on April 6, 2025.

IRNA

eri said of the content of Iran’s
response.

Iran knows ‘formulas for
defeating enemy’: Salami
The chief commander of the Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) also said on Saturday that
Iran has learnt formulas for de-
feating the enemy and will nev-
er back down even “one step” if
threatened.

“We are absolutely not con-
cerned about a war. We will not
initiate a war but are ready for
any war;’ Major General Hossein
Salami said in a meeting with
senior IRGC commanders and
managers on Saturday.

“We are prepared for both sce-

’

narios of the enemy’s psycho-
logical operation or military ac-
tion. However, we will not take a
single step back in the face of the
enemy,” he added.

Based on its false assumptions
about Iran’s deterrent power, the
enemy seeks to force Tehran to
choose between the two options
of confrontation and acceptance
of the enemy’s conditions, he
noted.

The IRGC chief emphasized that
the Israeli regime is vulnerable
because its interests are sprawl-
ing and within Iran’s reach ev-
erywhere.

“We have acquired the know-
how and formulas to overcome
this enemy and have incorpo-

ll stand bullying

rated them into all elements of
our weaponry and equipment,”
he said.

He stressed that Iran has the nec-
essary hardware and software at
its disposal to defeat the Israeli
regime despite the United States’
absolute support.

He warned adversaries to avoid
miscalculations, as Iran’s ex-
panding influence and enduring
capabilities remain a formidable
force.

“We have accumulated capabil-
ities and can reach and target
the enemy, and we are ready to
demonstrate our true capabili-
ties,” he emphasized.

He said Iran’s “successful” retal-
iatory operations against [srael,
dubbed Operation True Promise
I and I, last year served as just
one example of Iran’s military
capabilities.

Salami emphasized that despite
Israel’s multi-layered missile sys-
tems, 581 of the Iranian missiles
landed in the occupied territo-
ries.

The two operations, carried out
using hundreds of ballistic mis-
siles and drones, showcased
Iran’s ability to strike sensitive
Israeli military and intelligence
targets with surgical accuracy.

Iran-US talks...

In any negotiations, Iran must stand
its ground and ensure the enemy
does not trample
Page 1 > over its rights. Such
a stance would itself keep the adver-
sary from daring to suggest military
conflict.
Extreme caution must be exercised
regarding Trump'’s proposals. Those
on Iran’s negotiation team must take
care not to give away too much in in-
direct talks with Washington.

Saving face and building trust

By Sina Azodi
GWU professor

There are several reasons why Iran
insists on keeping talks indirect. One
key argument, especially after the
US pulled out of the JCPOA, is that

formal talks should remain indirect.
However, the more compelling rea-
son is likely concern over appear-
ances. Iran does not want to come off
as having been strong-armed into ne-

gotiations under threat.

One benefit of indirect talks is that
it allows Iran to signal that it is en-
tering discussions of its own voli-
tion—not because it was backed into

a corner.

Another issue that looms large is
the deep distrust between Iran and
the United States. Employing a neu-
tral go-between like Oman—long
respected for its role as a media-
tor between the two—could help

bridge the trust gap.

As for whether the US will go along
with indirect talks, that remains
uncertain. One thing is clear about

just fine.

nuclear activities.

Trump: he is obsessed with media
coverage and soaking up the spot-
light. He likes to present himself as
the man who struck a deal. If indi-
rect talks succeed and Trump claims
credit, then the door may open for
direct talks—which would suit him

But will Trump walk back his de-
mands? It is hard to say whether
his team will shift gears. Right now,
there is a clear split inside the White
House: on one side is Trump’s spe-
cial envoy Steve Witkoff, focusing on
oversight of Iran’s nuclear program;
on the other is his national security
adviser Mike Waltz, demanding a to-
tal dismantling of Iran’s missile and

It seems Trump himself would rath-
er zero in on Iran’s nuclear work.
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( International Desk )

Chief of the UN nuclear agen-
cy said his visit to Tehran in
the coming weeks is to reduce
the possibility of a confron-
tation between Iran and the
United States over Iran’s nu-
clear program.

In an interview with Argen-
tinian TV channel La Nacion,
Director General of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (1AEA) Rafael Grossi warned
that the military confronta-
tion between Iran and the US
could have catastrophic and
dangerous consequences that
must be prevented.

“To avoid any misunderstand-
ing, I emphasize: Iran does
not have nuclear weapons,”
he said.

Grossi, who had previously
announced his possible plan
to visit Iran in April, stressed
that Iran does not have nucle-
ar weapons, claiming, howev-
er, that Tehran has obtained
many of the items and pieces
of the puzzle to build a nucle-
ar weapon.

“Iran has produced the neces-
sary amount of nuclear mate-

to prevent escalation with US

rial to make a nuclear bomb.
To build a bomb or a nucle-
ar warhead, you need many
components. But the most im-
portant element, the one that
gives the bomb its destructive
power, is enriched uranium,”
he said.

Referring to Iran’s enriched
uranium stockpile, the IAEA
chief said, “I don’t want to
get too technical, but Iran has
enough enriched uranium
to make six or seven nuclear
weapons. But once again, |
emphasize: Iran does not cur-
rently have nuclear weapons.”
“In my view, we are at a mo-
ment where we need to move
forward. Yesterday, upon
arriving in Buenos Aires, |
spoke with Iran’s foreign min-
ister and we agreed that [ will
travel to Iran in the coming
weeks,” Grossi said.

“In my conversation with the
Iranian foreign minister, we
also agreed that Iran should
clarify as soon as possible the
matters that have remained
ambiguous, so that we can
reduce the possibility of any
confrontation. Any confron-
tation would be devastating.”

Mohammad Ali Rajabi
H'C(u‘munist

We targeted a
moving object
with rotating

lights on its
roof and a red
crescent on its
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MP: Iran plans settlement expansion
on Persian Gulfislands

N
1--'

g By Sadeq Dehqan
Staff writer
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INTERVIEW

EXCLUSIVE

An Iranian parliamentarian an-
nounced the government’s plans
for housing construction and im-
proving residential settlements
on the three Iranian islands of
Abu Musa, Greater Tunb and
Lesser Tunb in the Persian Gulf.
In an interview with Iran Daily,
Abdulkarim Hashemi, the repre-
sentative of the southern prov-
ince of Hormozgan and member
of the parliament’s Plan, Budget
and Accounting Committee, said
the government had plans for en-
hancing residential facilities on
the three islands.

Hashemi addressed unfounded
claims against Iran’s territorial
integrity, emphasizing, “The three
islands are inseparable parts of
the Islamic Republic; these is-
lands have been Iranian for many
long years and will remain Irani-
an forever”

Referring to Iran’s historical sov-
ereignty over the three islands,
he stated, “These islands have
been part of Iran’s governance
during eras when many of the

current Persian Gulf states had
not yet been formed.”

The islands have historically
been part of Iran for many centu-
ries, proof of which can be found
and corroborated by countless
legal, historical and geographi-
cal documents in Iran and other
countries. But the UAE has ques-
tioned Iran’s sovereignty over the
islands over the past decades.
Iran has time and again stressed
that the three islands are an “in-
tegral part of Iran’s territory,” and
advised the Arab country not to
take positions undermining bilat-
eral friendship.

The member of the parliament’s
Plan, Budget and Accounting
Committee added, “In this con-
text, the Islamic Republic and its
governing institutions, including
the government and Parliament,
are pursuing programs to de-
velop the Iranian islands of the
Persian Gulf. This includes im-
plementing plans and activities to
revitalize the islands and attract
populations from various regions
of the country.”

“Job creation on the islands is
also a priority to eliminate con-
cerns about employment for
those residing there. Additionally,
enhanced services for families liv-
ing on these islands and for em-
ployees of executive agencies sta-

tioned there have been planned.”
“To increase the population of
the three islands, recent mea-
sures include allocating land to
applicants for housing construc-
tion and providing incentives in
this regard,” the parliamentarian
stressed.

“Developmental initiatives on
the three islands began during
the previous administration but
have intensified under the cur-
rent government. Prioritizing
the three islands does not imply
neglect of Iran’s other Persian
Gulf islands. Hormozgan Prov-
ince has 14 islands in the Persian
Gulf, and provincial authorities
are advancing development plans
across all of them,” Hashemi ex-
plained.

On the strategic impor- /
tance of the three islands,

he elaborated, “Iran’s
three islands hold a stra-
tegic position in the Per-
sian Gulf and are of high
significance in security
and economic matters. These
islands possess substantial un-
tapped potential for development
in economic sectors, agriculture,
and tourism.”

“Located near the Strait of Hor-
muz and along key shipping
routes, they serve as critical
hubs for maritime navigation and

I

Abdulkarim Hashemi
i Gulf” he stated.

trade in the Persian

Regarding tourism po-
tential, he noted, “Due to their
unique geographical location
and warm, humid climate — par-
ticularly during colder seasons —
these islands can provide travel-
ers with a warm and temperate
environment.”

Acknowledging existing chal-
lenges, Hashemi said, “The pri-
mary obstacle hindering the
three islands from achieving ad-
equate development has been
their considerable distance
from the mainland. Additionally,
the islands have lacked proper
passenger transportation infra-
structure. To address this, im-

proving freight and passenger
transport infrastructure as well
as service facilities for the three
islands must be prioritized. This
will encourage more people
to settle there. Simultaneous-
ly, developing recreational and
tourism amenities will attract
visitors to choose these islands
as destinations.”

Exports to Americas grow 4.5-fold
amid expanding trade with Europe: 7P0

( Economy Desk )

Iran’s exports to the Amer-
icas in the past Iranian cal-
endar year - 1403 - (began
on March 20, 2024) increased
4.5-fold compared to the
previous year — 1402 — (be-
gan on March 20, 2023), accord-
ing to the head of Europe
and America Office at Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion (TPO).

“Iran’s exports to the Amer-
icas in 1403 grew 4.5-fold
compared to 1402, and only
one step remains to imple-
ment a free trade agreement
between Iran and Venezuela
after 20 years,” IRNA quoted
Ahmad Firoozi as saying.
On Sunday, Director-Gener-
al of the TPO’s Europe and
America Office announced
the growth in Iran’s ex-
ports to the Americas, say-
ing, “Iran’s imports from
the Americas in 1403 saw
a slight decrease compared
to 1402. However, exports
to this region experienced a
4.5-fold rise in the same pe-
riod. For example, Iran’s offi-
cial exports to Brazil in 1403

grew 8.5-fold compared to
1402”7

Addressing Iran-Europe
trade in 1403, he said,
“Trade between Iran and
Europe witnessed a minor
decline this year, occurring
under circumstances where
Iran faces restrictions in ac-
cessing European markets.
It should be noted, howev-
er, that this assessment is
based on official statistics.
Unofficial data indicates that
Iranian traders maintain
their presence in European
markets by collaborating
with third countries, utiliz-
ing alternative routes to sup-
ply Iranian goods to Europe.”
Firoozi highlighted the in-
crease in Iran’s trade cen-
ters in Europe, “In 1403, the
[Trade Promotion] Organization
issued permits to estab-
lish trade centers in Ser-
bia, Oman, and Bosnia and
Herzegovina. These centers
will significantly contribute
to expanding Iran’s private
sector trade with Europe.
Additionally, Iran’s second
commercial attaché in Eu-
rope was stationed in Hun-

gary during 1403

He also emphasized efforts
to access new markets,
“Specialized meetings were
held in 1403 to facilitate Ira-
nian traders’ access to new
markets, with Canada and
Mexico among the targeted
countries in the Americas.
Concurrently, the Trade
Development Organization
has intensified efforts to fi-
nalize trade agreements in
line with the government
policies. In this regard, sub-
stantial progress has been
made toward establishing
free trade with Venezuela.
Only one step remains to
implement the Iran-Venezu-
ela free trade agreement in
1404 (began on March 20, 2025),
after two decades of prepa-
rations.”

Regarding other trade agree-
ments, Firoozi added, “Ne-
gotiations to conclude a free
trade agreement with Serbia
commenced in 1403. Pref-
erential trade agreements
with Cuba and Bosnia and
Herzegovina were also re-
vised during this period.
Furthermore, efforts to final-
ize a barter trade agreement
with Cuba are currently un-
derway.”

Firoozi expressed hope
that this year, despite the
increasing speed of devel-
opments in global trade
and the challenges posed by
tariffs, we will see the fruits
of the foundational achieve-
ments made in recent years,
including the implementa-
tion of free trade, preferen-
tial, and barter agreements,
and benefit from the results
of efforts made to access
new markets.

Iran-Eurasia free trade to take effect in mid-May
Rial-based SWIFT system operational

< Economy Desk >

Iran and the Eurasian Econom-
ic Union (EAEU) member states
are about to launch a landmark
zero-tariff free trade agreement
next month, marking a historic
leap in regional economic inte-
gration after seven years of nego-
tiations.

“Under the finalized agreement,
the implementation of a zero-tar-
iff free trade regime between
Iran and member states of the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
will commence simultaneously in
Iran and EAEU countries on May
15, 2024,” Mirhadi Seyedi, an ad-
visor for international affairs and
trade agreements at Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (Tp0) an-
nounced.

In an interview with Tasnim,
Seyedi stated that the free trade
agreement between Iran and the
five-member Eurasian Economic
Union — comprising Russia, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Belarus,
and Armenia — was ratified by

the parliaments of all six coun-
tries after nearly seven years of
negotiations and was officially
notified on March 16.

“Per the agreement, implementa-
tion begins 60 days after the final
ratification by all parties. Follow-
ing coordinated efforts, the agree-
ment will take effect simultane-
ously in Iran and EAEU countries
on May 15,” he added.

Regarding expectations for the
agreement, Seyedi said, “Over
half of global trade currently oc-
curs under similar agreements,
which eliminate or reduce tariffs
between nations. This frame-
work provides a more secure and
cost-effective pathway for com-
mercial goods.”

Emphasizing the agreement’s sig-
nificance for Iran, he explained,
“This marks the first time Iran has
implemented such a comprehen-
sive agreement, reducing customs
tariffs to zero. The deal effectively
comprises five distinct agree-
ments between Iran and each of
the five Eurasian states.”

“Once implemented, 87% of
Iran’s exported goods to these
five countries will benefit from
zero customs tariffs. This will
substantially facilitate and ac-
celerate trade between Iran and
the EAEU member states,” Seyedi
continued.

Rial-based SWIFT system
Seyedi also highlighted financial
advancements, stating, “In the
realm of financial facilitation, a
Rial- and Ruble-based SWIFT
system has been established, en-
abling financial transfers between
Iran and other countries, particu-
larly Russia. Additionally, Iran’s
National Bank has revolutionized
financial transactions by founding
the Mir Business Bank in Russia.”
Concluding his remarks, Seyedi
noted, “This agreement, which
builds on interim accords dating
back to October-November 2019,
has already driven significant im-
provements in transportation and
financial exchanges between Iran
and Eurasian nations.”

Iran’s first coal-fired power plant to be operational in four years

< Economy Desk >

Iran’s first coal-fired power
plant in Tabas, located in South
Khorasan Province, will be op-
erational in at least four years,
according to an official with the
Thermal Power Plants Holding
Company (TPPH).

“The construction period for
the first steam power plant unit
typically requires 4 to 5 years
under normal circumstances.
However, given the partial exist-
ing infrastructure in Tabas, the
operationalization of this plant
could be achieved in the best-
case scenario within three and
a half years,” Director of TPPH
Steam Power Plant Projects

Behnam Khaefi-Nejad was re-
ported as saying by Mehr news
agency.

“Coal-fired power plant con-
struction has been prioritized
for years, with the National En-
ergy Document outlining plans
for 5,000 megawatts (Mw) of
such capacity,” Khaefi-Nejad
said, adding, “The Supreme En-
ergy Council also passed a reso-
lution on this matter in the early
2010s.”

According to the official, com-
prehensive studies for coal-fired
power plant construction in Iran
have been completed, including
site selection and capacity de-
termination, with a focus on
the southern coastal regions —

particularly the Makoran coast
— to identify suitable locations.
Khaefi-Nejad underlined that
the Tabas project includes two
steam units, each with a capaci-
ty of 325 MW.

“The existing strategy for coal-
fired power plant development
requires revision. Globally, these
plants are built near open wa-
ters due to their higher water
consumption, especially coal-
fired steam plants compared to
similar-capacity alternatives.
Given the severe water crisis
in Iran’s central regions, deci-
sion-makers are now approach-
ing coal-fired power plant ex-
pansion with greater caution,”
he further elaborated.
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> By Kiarash Arab-Ameri
Economic researcher

OPI NI ON

In today’s economy, the speed
of investment processes deter-
mines the success or failure of
economic projects. Despite Iran’s
high capacities in production and
human resources, its complex
and time-consuming bureaucrat-
ic procedures have prevented it
from securing a strong position
in attracting domestic and for-
eign investors.

Reports indicate that the time
required for issuing permits and
completing legal procedures in
Iran is several times longer than
in competitor countries — a fac-
tor that has led to capital flight
and reduced the competitive-
ness of the national economy.
This piece aims to provide prac-
tical solutions for transform-
ing investment processes from
an obstacle-ridden path into a
streamlined and transparent
flow. By combining technology,
legal reforms, and institutional
convergence, these solutions can
minimize investment timelines
and turn Iran into an attractive
destination for investors.

Challenges in Iran’s
investment process

Iran’s investment process faces
multiple structural challenges,
each of which can independent-
ly increase the time and cost of
project implementation.

¢ Bureaucratic complexity:
One of the biggest hurdles is the
complexity of administrative
procedures. Investors must ob-
tain approvals from dozens of
different entities, fill out redun-
dant forms, and sometimes wait
months for responses. This frag-
mentation of responsibilities is
not only time-consuming but also
eliminates transparent follow-up
mechanisms.

e Unclear and unstable
regulations: Frequent changes in
investment policies and guide-
lines undermine investor confi-
dence. For instance, an investor
may start a project under current
laws, only to face new amend-
ments midway that disrupt their
entire economic calculations.

* Weak digital infrastructure:
Many processes are still carried
out manually and on paper due
to inadequate digital infrastruc-
ture. This not only increases the
likelihood of errors but also pro-
longs the review process. While
countries like Estonia complete
company registration online in
under an hour, even a simple ap-
plication in Iran requires in-per-
son visits to government offices.
« Inefficient banking system:
Transferring capital, obtaining
loans, or exchanging currency
faces numerous obstacles, creat-
ing major difficulties, especially
for foreign investors.

Practical solutions for
streamlining investment

To turn investment process-
es into a fast and obstacle-free
path, immediate and practical
solutions must be implemented.
« Full digitalization: Establish-
ing an integrated online system
covering all steps — from appli-
cation submission to permit issu-
ance — can reduce waiting times
from months to days. Singapore,
for example, has cut company
registration time to 15 minutes
through such a system. This plat-
form should enable real-time
tracking, electronic payments,
and direct communication with
relevant authorities.

* Legal reforms and eliminating
redundant steps: A specialized
task force comprising private sec-
tor representatives, chambers of
commerce, and government offi-

ents for Production’

cials should review cumbersome
regulations (eg, Article 169 of the Direct
Taxation Law). Removing duplicate
permits (such as requiring 10 separate
permits for one industrial project) and
replacing them with a “compre-
hensive permit” would further
simplify procedures.

¢ Single-window investment
service: Centralizing all adminis-
trative steps under one entity (e,
the Investment Organization) instead of

» Empowering the private sector:
Delegating supervisory tasks to ac-
credited private entities (eg, rated ac-
counting firms) can reduce the govern-
ment’s burden. In Turkey, checking
the financial eligibility of investors
is handled by reputable accounting
institutions, with the government
only overseeing the process. This
model has increased speed and cut
administrative costs by 30%.

increase foreign investment from
$2.4 billion in 2010 to $15.8 bil-
lion in 2022. An investment guar-
antee fund, backed by the Central
Bank, could also mitigate finan-
cial risks. Turkey’s similar fund
covers 50% of losses from sanc-
tions or currency fluctuations.

¢ Transparency and
anti-corruption measures: As
the government’s most critical role,
launching public financial tracking

oW togo

When investors spend months
securing permits, their resourc-
es are drained by bureaucracy
rather than production line ex-
pansion or technological up-
grades. Thus, fulfilling the year’s
motto requires prioritizing rapid
investment facilitation.

To this end, launching an in-
vestment emergency task
force under the president’s di-
rect supervision is proposed.

tion in 100 days
ﬂ )

||y
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scattering them across multiple Government’s role systems that display government  This task force could prioritize The motto
ministries would eliminate re-  Asthe key player in facilitatingin-  contracts and expenditures can large-scale production projects M

dundant visits. In the UAE, inves-  vestment, the Iranian government restore investor trust. A pilot proj-  (e.g. petrochemicals, steel, or advanced Investments for
tors can obtain all permitsin one  must take concrete steps to im-  ect in Tehran’s municipal tenders  tech) and minimize their admin- Production” will
place through the Dubai Business  plement the following solutions: reduced violations by 40%. istrative processes within 100 on ly materialize

Services Center. Implementing
this model in Iran requires co-
ordination among the Ministry
of Industry, the Iranian National

e Forming a special reform
committee: A committee with
private sector, judiciary, and
parliamentary representatives

Realizing New Year’s motto
The motto “Investments for Pro-
duction” will only materialize if

days.

Moreover, a production progress
monitoring system, transparently
publishing investment and pro-

ifinvestment
processes shed their

Tax Administration, and the Cen-  should review outdated laws (eg,  investment processes shed their ~ duction data, would boost public currentcom pleXItleS
tral Bank of Iran. the 1932 Commercial Law) and elim-  current complexities and become  trust and participation. Ultimate- and becomefast

» Adopting advanced technologies  inate redundant regulations. A fast, transparent, and reliable. ly, achieving the year’s motto, set !

(A1 & Blockchain): Al can analyze in-  similar committee in Malaysia Leading countries and domestic by the Leader of Iran’s Islamic transparent,

vestor data to identify errors before  removed 40% of legal investment examples prove that shortening Revolution, is not a choice but andreliable.
submission, reducing correction barriers in under two years. permit issuance times, digitizing an economic imperative. Rapid Leadi .

time. Blockchain ensures transpar-  « Tax incentives and investment  procedures, and reforming cum- investment drives production, eading COU'ntI’IES
ent, tamper-proof records, boost-  security: Offering five-year tax = bersome laws are not only possi- and strong production is the only and domestic

ing foreign investor trust. Georgia exemptions for pioneering pro-  ble but can also drive production  path to national strength and so- examples prove

successfully integrated blockchain
into its land registry system, cutting
property transfer time from one
month to a single day.

1
\

WA

-'.-.
=
=
=

=

=

E

= a
ZZ
B

duction projects or reducing
tariffs on industrial machinery
imports can attract investors.
Vietnam used such incentives to

growth and attract idle capital.

Sustainable and competitive pro-
duction cannot be achieved with-
out swift, hassle-free investment.

cial prosperity.

The article first appeared in
Persian on Eghtesad Moaser.
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thatshortening
permitissuance
times, digitizing
procedures,

and reforming
cumbersome laws
arenotonly possible
butcanalsodrive
production growth
andattractidle
capital.
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Special Issue

Year Iran Will Tackle Real Problems

Steel industry requires investment

4
By Hassan
Asgharzadeh
Expert on steel industry

O P I NI ON

The designation of the Persian
calendar year 1404 (started March
21, 2025) as the “Year of Invest-
ments for Production” by the
Leader of Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion underscores the importance
and necessity of channeling capi-
tal toward production, particular-
ly in strategic and foundational
industries. In this regard, invest-
ment in the steel sector, as one of
the fundamental pillars of indus-
try and the economy, is of utmost
significance.

Undoubtedly, “Investments for
Production,” particularly in foun-
dational industries like steel,
will significantly contribute to
realizing a resilient economy and
reducing the country’s vulnera-
bility to sanctions and global fluc-
tuations. This approach not only
fosters sustainable economic
growth but also serves as a driv-
er for technological advancement
and enhances the competitive-
ness of domestic industries on
the international stage, leading
to the development of numerous
industries and jobs.

With this same approach, “Invest-
ments for Production” in the steel
sector — especially investment in
infrastructure and cross-sectoral
prerequisites for its development
in 1404 — will play a decisive role
in achieving the country’s ma-
jor economic objectives and will
undoubtedly pave the way for a
bright future for Iran’s industry
and economy.

Iron and steel, as two of the most
crucial raw materials in various
industries — from construction
to automotive and machinery
production — play a vital role in
the country’s economic develop-
ment. Investment in this sector
not only boosts domestic produc-
tion capacity but can also help
reduce dependence on imports,
create sustainable employment,
and strengthen the country’s in-
dustrial value chain.

Iran’s steel industry,

its global standing

Iran’s steel production capaci-
ty exceeds 55 million tons, and
over the past two years, despite
cross-sectoral challenges in the
energy sector, it has managed
to produce over 32 million tons,
ranking among the world’s top
10 steel-producing countries. At
times in 2024, Iran even climbed
to the ninth and seventh posi-
tions globally in steel produc-
tion.

According to data from the World
Steel Association, Iran produced
32 million tons of crude steel
in 2024, a 5.5% increase com-
pared to 2023. Meanwhile, global
steel production in the previous
year stood at 1.882 billion tons,
showing a roughly 1% decline
compared to 2023. In Decem-
ber 2024, global steel produc-
tion reached 144.5 million tons,
marking a 5.6% increase com-
pared to December of the pre-
vious year. Nevertheless, Iran
remained the world’s tenth-larg-
est steel producer by the end of
2024.

However, Iran’s steel production
in 2024 also recorded a noticeable
decline, primarily due to energy
shortages. Despite this, with the
production of 2.6 million tons of

crude steel in December and 3.1
million tons in November 2024,
Iranian steelmakers once again
surpassed Brazil, Germany, and
Turkey to secure the seventh po-
sition globally. By increasing pro-
duction of this strategic product
and accounting for 56% of crude
steel production, Iran has claimed
the top spot in the West Asian re-
gion.

Tackling challenge of
cross-sectoral investment
According to industry experts and
stakeholders, the imposition of
gas and electricity restrictions due
to shortages is a key factor behind
the decline in crude steel produc-
tion. To maintain Iran’s global and
regional standing, infrastructure
and cross-sectoral challenges in
the steel industry must be swift-
ly addressed through timely and
effective investment, particularly
in resolving the country’s energy
shortages.

However, the issue is not limited
to energy, electricity, gas, and wa-
ter shortages. Shortages in raw
material supply as well as funda-
mental problems in transporta-
tion and logistics are other critical
challenges that, if resolved, could
lead to a 10% growth in crude
steel production — a goal that is
not far-fetched.

That said, sanctions cannot be
overlooked. Iran’s steel industry,
as a foundational and transfor-
mative sector, was among the first
to be targeted by sanctions, with
some steel companies explicitly
named. Nevertheless, Iran’s steel
industry has managed to endure,
maintaining its position in both
the national economy and global
rankings.

Now that the “Year of Investments
for Production” has been wisely
designated, it is essential to im-
plement macro-level planning by
facilitating the issuance of permits
for combined-cycle power plants
and centralized solar power
plants across the country.

Investment opportunities
in stock market

Investment in foundational sectors
is crucial for the development of
the steel industry and other prior-
ity industries since few industries
worldwide are unrelated to or in-
dependent of iron and steel. This
flagship and foundational industry
encompasses an extensive chain
of mines, facilities, and factories,
requiring substantial infrastruc-
ture — including exploration, en-

ergy supply, raw material procure-
ment, transportation facilities, and
investment in each of these areas
proportional to their scale.
Understanding the challenges and
opportunities in the steel industry
reveals that mining activities en-
tail significant costs, such as ex-
ploration, extraction, and process-
ing, making this sector a “golden
opportunity” for attracting both
small and large-scale public in-
vestments.

By examining the prices of galva-
nized sheets, color-coated sheets,
and other steel products listed
by steel producers, it becomes
evident that another avenue for
investment in iron and steel is the
stock market. Major steel produc-
ers such as Mobarakeh Steel Com-
pany, Esfahan Steel Company (aka.
Zob Ahan), Khorasan Steel Complex,
Iranian Alborz Steel, Azerbaijan
Steel, Khouzestan Steel, South Ka-
veh Steel, and Arfa Iron & Steel —
which together supply the bulk of
Iran’s steel — present an opportu-
nity for those well-versed in capi-
tal market investments.

However, to attract public invest-
ment toward the steel market
— beyond creating motivational
and incentive frameworks and
ensuring accessible market in-
frastructure — legislators and
market regulators must decisive-
ly and promptly combat specula-

in energy, transportation

tive trading in the iron and steel
commodity exchange. Under such
conditions, real buyers, such as
factories and production work-
shops, can confidently invest and
purchase in the market.

Profitable market
compared to alternatives
Investment in the iron and steel
industry not only directly con-
tributes to employment growth
but can also drive other indus-
tries. Studies indicate that fluctu-
ations in steel prices are often tied
to shifts in supply and demand,
which may stem from domestic
or international factors.

For instance, the military con-
flict between Russia and Ukraine
challenged the global economy,
with the iron and steel market be-
ing one of the most affected. Both
Russia and Ukraine are major
producers and exporters of com-
mercial steel products, particu-
larly specialized and high-grade
steel, to many parts of the world.
Reduced supply due to decreased
production impacted markets not
only in Iran but globally.

Energy, transportation
critical bottlenecks

Another fundamental issue in-
fluencing the price and market
of iron and steel products — and
even the prices of related consum-

ISNA

er goods — pertains to the energy
and transportation sectors. In Iran,
these two areas have become ma-
jor bottlenecks for the industry.
One of the most critical require-
ments for steel production is en-
ergy. Electricity and gas play vital
roles in melting, direct reduction,
and other steelmaking processes.
However, due to shortages in the
supply chain, uneven develop-
ment, inadequate infrastructure
upgrades, and the deterioration of
existing facilities, many steel pro-
ducers face severe gas shortages
in winter and electricity shortag-
es in summer, directly impacting
market prices.

The transportation industry is an-
other bottleneck for steel industry
development. Due to infrastruc-
ture limitations, the steel produc-
tion chain often faces significant
challenges. Raw materials must
be transported in large volumes
from mines to steel plants, some-
times requiring multiple changes
in transport modes before they
are processed into usable forms.
Furthermore, finished steel prod-
ucts must reach downstream in-
dustries to be utilized in factories
and workshops.

Iran’s rail transport sector also
suffers from a shortage of rail
lines and locomotives. So, invest-
ment in this area could be highly
beneficial for the steel indus-
try’s prosperity. Reducing road
transport costs through such in-
vestments would increase profit
margins for steel producers and
shareholders.

While cross-sectoral and large-
scale industrial investments
require substantial capital and
extensive government partici-
pation, attracting public invest-
ment through the iron and steel
commodity exchange appears
to be the best method for chan-
neling small-scale capital into
the market. Such investments, if
directed toward the production
of this strategic product, can not
only yield profits for investors
but also significantly contribute
to national development, driv-
ing economic growth, industrial
advancement, job creation, and
reinforcing Iran’s steel industry
in global markets.

The article first appeared in Persian
on IRNA.

Undoubtedly,
“Investments

for Production,”
particularlyin
foundational
industries like steel,
willsignificantly
contribute
torealizinga
resilienteconomy
and reducing

the country's
vulnerability to
sanctionsand global
fluctuations.This
approachnotonly
fosterssustainable
economicgrowth
butalsoserves
asadriverfor
technological
advancement

and enhancesthe
competitiveness of
domesticindustries
ontheinternational
stage, leadingto
the development of
numerousindustries
andjobs.
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AFC U17 Asian Cup:
Coach Chamanian wants more from Iran
after North Korea draw

( Sports Desk )

Iran head coach Abbas Cha-
manian was satisfied with his
team’s 1-1 stalemate against
North Korea in their opening
game at the AFC U17 Asian Cup
in Saudi Arabia but expects his
players to improve for their re-
maining Group D fixtures.
Mahdi Sahneh found the net
for Iran midway through the
first half to cancel out Choe
Chung-hyok’s eighth-minute
opener.

North Korea, which beat Iran 4-1
in the qualifiers, was unlucky
not to restore the lead before the
break after Iranian goalkeeper
and defenders put their bodies
on the line to produce heroic
blocks in a frenetic scramble at
the end of the first half.

Iran came close to a second
goal on the hour mark when Ri
Kang-song’s header back to his
keeper was intercepted by Eh-
san Kheradpisheh but Jong Hy-
on-ju pulled off a great save to
deny the striker.

Another quick counter in the
77th minute saw Mohammad-
reza Yousefi send a superb
curled pass beyond the North
Korean backline but Kherad-

pisheh could not get a touch as
the teams shared the spoils in
Jeddah.

With Tajikistan leading the
group table thanks to a 2-1 vic-
tory over Oman earlier in the
day, Iran and North Korea will
be desperate to walk away with
maximum points in their second
outing on Tuesday to remain on
course for a last-eight spot and
qualification for November’s
U-17 World Cup in Qatar.
“North Korea is a very strong
team and it was a difficult
match, but our players per-
formed well considering this
was our opening game,” said
Chamanian.

The vastly experienced tactician
said his players would still have
to put in more effort to further
improve, especially in the final
third, if they want to overcome
two-time champion Oman next.
“Our defense is solid but we
need to sharpen our attacks.
We have intelligent players who
can help us get good results and
win our next two matches if we
work on this component.”

Iran will take on 2018 run-
ner-up Tajikistan on Friday.
The top two of the group will
progress to the quarterfinals.

° Iran’s Mahan Alipour (L) is challenged by North Korean Kim Tae-guk during a Group D game at the AFC U17 Asian Cup in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on April 5, 2025.
AFC
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Tractor’s Amirhossein
Hosseinzadeh (3rd R) scores his
second goal during a 2-1 win

against Esteghlal at the Persian
Gulf Pro League in Tabriz, Iran, on
April 4, 2025.

MASOUD SEPEHRINIA/IMNA

( Sports Desk )

A defining round of fixtures at
the Persian Gulf Pro League saw
Tractor open a four-point lead
on top of the table with a game
in hand to edge ever closer to a
maiden Iranian top-flight crown.
Amirhossein Hosseinzadeh'’s
first-half double steered Tractor

to a 2-1 victory over Esteghlal at
home on Friday.

A Ramin Rezaeian’s corner-kick
was deflected off Tractor skip-
per Shoja Khalilzadeh’s knee in
the eighth minute to silence the
capacity crowd at the Yadegar-e
Imam Stadium, before Hosseinza-
deh found the net twice inside 14
minutes against his former club to

Persian Gulf Pro League:

Tractor extends lead to close in
on maiden title

take his tally to 16 goals across all
competitions for the season.
Tractor’s massive win was fol-
lowed by frustrating draws
for nearest rivals Sepahan and
Persepolis on Saturday.

A late drama in Arak saw Sepa-
han take a 92nd-minute lead
against Iralco through Moham-
mad Karimi'’s spot-kick after the
visitors were awarded a con-
troversial penalty following a
lengthy VAR review.

Just when Sepahan - down to
10 men after French midfield-
er Steven Nzonzi was sent off
in the 89th minute - thought it
had done enough to walk away
with maximum points, Moham-
mad-Amin Kazemian salvaged a
draw for the home side from the
spot in the 12th minute of stop-
page time - a ninth goal of the
season for the Iralco striker.

Meanwhile, Persepolis’s bid for
an eighth league title in nine sea-
sons was dealt a massive blow af-
ter a goalless stalemate at home
against Esteghlal Khuzestan.

Hit by a flu virus in the buildup
to the game, Ismail Kartal’s men
were insipid and out of sorts
throughout the game, with the
courageous visitors registering
more attempts and shots on tar-
get than the defending champions
at the Azadi Stadium, which wel-
comed only female supporters
due to ban for the Tehran Reds.
Tractor is on top of table with
54 points, with Sepahan (50) and
Persepolis (48) lagging behind and
likely to battle it out for a run-
ner-up finish and an Asian Cham-
pions League Elite spot in the
remaining five rounds of fixtures.
Elsewhere, Iranian internation-
al center-back Ali Nemati gave

Foolad Khuzestan a 53rd-min-
ute lead against Golgohar Sir-
jan at home, only to see his goal
canceled out by Mahdi Tikdari
11 minutes later as it finished
1-1 between the fourth and fifth
teams of the table on Friday.

Ali Yahyazadeh’s early strike
helped Chadormalou end a four-
game losing streak with a 1-0
win at Zob Ahan.

In Tehran, Dariush Shojaeian
and Karim Eslami scored in each
half as Havadar defeated 10-
man Malavan 2-0 to keep slim
survival hopes alive.

Having a game in hand, Havadar
remains at the bottom of table with
18 points but managed to close the
gap on Mes Rafsanjan and Nassaji
Mazandaran to six and three points,
respectively, after the fellow-relega-
tion candidates played to a goalless
result in Rafsanjan.

Verstappen wins Japanese GP
for fourth straight year

REUTERS - World champion
Max Verstappen banished
his early season misery with
a fourth successive pole-to-
flag victory at the Japanese
Grand Prix on Sunday, hold-
ing off the previously dom-
inant McLarens with some
ease for his first win of the
year.

Verstappen crossed the line
in his Red Bull for his 64th
grand prix victory to a huge
ovation from the 115,000
crowd some 1.4 seconds
ahead of McLaren’s champi-
onship leader Lando Norris

in second place.

“I am incredibly happy. This
weekend started off quite
tough but we didn’t give up,
kept improving the car. To-
day it was on its best form,”
said Verstappen, the first
driver to win four times in a
row at Suzuka.

Norris’s lead over Verstap-
pen in the drivers’ standings
was slashed to one point af-
ter an all but incident-free
race effectively decided in
Saturday’s qualifying.

“Max drove a good race
today, no mistakes,” said

Norris, who won the sea-
son-opening race in Mel-
bourne.

“It was a flat-out race from
start to finish, so tough, but
just not enough today, noth-
ing special that we had that
we could get Max on.”

Oscar Piastri in the second
McLaren, who won last time
out in China, rounded out the
podium in third place on his
24th birthday as the top six
finished as they had started
on the grid.

All 20 cars crossed the line
after 53 laps with no rain,

none of the trackside grass
fires that disrupted practice,
and not a single yellow flag.
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc
was fourth, the Mercedes of
George Russell and Andrea
Kimi Antonelli finished fifth
and sixth with Lewis Ham-
ilton seventh in the other
Ferrari after moving up one
place in the race.

Racing Bulls rookie Isack
Hadjar was eighth, Alex Al-
bon of Williams ninth, while
teenager Ollie Bearman took
the last point in 10th for
Haas.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen celebrates winning the Japanese Grand Prix in Suzuka, Japan, on April 6, 2025.
ISSEI KATO/REUTERS
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( Iranica Desk ) In recent years, ecotourism and camping in nature

have emerged as some of the most enjoyable forms of
travel and recreation. Iran offers various regions for camping, including deserts,
seas, mountains, and forests, with the Dohezar Forest in the north of the country
being one notable destination. The best time for camping in this area is from May
to November, while winter camping is not recommended due to harsh conditions.
To fully enjoy this exciting experience, having proper camping equipment such
as tents, sleeping bags, and hygiene supplies is essential. Additionally, careful
consideration should be given to selecting an appropriate location, particularly

avoiding camping near rivers.

The Dohezar Forest, located in Mazandaran Province near the town of Toneka-
bon, is part of the ancient Hyrcanian forests, dating back millions of years. The
road leading to this forest takes travelers from Tonekabon to the Dohezar region,
offering stunning views of mountains, rivers, and lush pastures along the way.
The name Dohezar, meaning two thousand, derives from the area’s elevation,
as parts of this forest are situated at altitudes of two thousand meters or more
above sea level. Alongside its neighboring forests — namely Sehezar and Alm-
istan — Dohezar is considered one of the most popular ecotourism destinations

in northern Iran, IRNA wrote.

In terms of flora, the Dohezar Forest boasts a variety of native trees, including
oak, Persian ironwood (zaban Gonjeeshk), poplar, and beech, making it an excellent
destination for botany enthusiasts. Additionally, numerous medicinal plants like
thyme, chamomile, and saffron thrive naturally in this forest. From an animal
perspective, the forest’s natural environment serves as a habitat for wildlife such
as boars, rabbits, deer, and large birds like eagles, hawks, and owls. The diverse
animal species contribute to the forest’s rich and complex ecosystem.
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Attractions

Daryaser Plain: Known for its :
beautiful landscapes and diverse :
vegetation, the Daryaser Plain is :
a fantastic spot for hiking and en- :

joying nature.

Falakdeh village: The village, :
with its wooden houses and :
pristine surroundings, offers :
visitors a taste of rural life. The :
hot springs in Falakdeh village :
are perfect for relaxation and :

healing.

and resting.

Best time for camping

The camping conditions in this :
ecosystem vary throughout the :

year:

Spring: The Dohezar Forest
comes alive in spring, showcas-
ing vibrant greenery due to sea- :
sonal rains, blooming trees, and :
flourishing plants and flowers. :
The weather is pleasant, and the :
aroma of wild grass adds to the :
experience. This period is ideal :
for camping and hiking, though :
itis advisable to avoid settingup
tents near river paths and to be

prepared for heavy rain.

Summer: Summer is also a fa-
vorable time for camping in the :
Dohezar Forest. During this sea-
son, temperatures in the moun- :
tainous areas are mild, and the :
high altitude keeps the intense :
summer heat at bay. The cool :

and pleasant nights enhance the
overall camping experience.

Autumn: Autumn is one of the
most beautiful times to experi-
ence the nature of Dohezar. The
forest is adorned with vibrant
yellow, orange, red, and brown
leaves, creating a stunning land-
scape ideal for camping and
photography. The temperatures
are mild, making it perfect for ex-

ficient gear for the chilly nights
and early mornings.

Winter: In winter, camping in
the Dohezar Forest is not ad-

cold. Enduring the frost in this

high-altitude area can be ex-

tremely challenging, and vari-
ous risks may arise.

Eco-friendly camping
Dohezar Forest is one of the
most important protected areas
in Iran, and many of its plant and
animal species are threatened.
When camping here, it is crucial
to observe environmental regu-
lations and avoid harming this
delicate ecosystem.
Accessibility: Choose locations
with easy access to roads or
walking paths.

Safety: Consider the safety of the
area by avoiding remote and se-
cluded spots. If necessary, camp
near roads or busier locations.
Distance from trees: Ensure the
campsite is located away from

falling branches during strong

i winds or heavy rainfall.

i Flood risk: If camping near rivers
i or seasonal springs, steer clear of
: areas prone to flooding or rising
¢ water levels at night.

i Hazardous branches: Be aware
i that dry trees or broken branch-
i es may fall due to adverse
i weather conditions, so it’s best
¢ to camp in locations where
i there is no risk from falling
ploring the outdoors. Remember
i to pack warm clothing and suf- :
Chaldareh Forest Park: With :
lush trees and a tranquil envi- :
ronment, Chaldareh Forest Park :
is an ideal location for picnicking :
: visable due to snow and severe

trees or branches.

i Suitable locations for

i camping

¢ Around the lake: One of the best
¢ camping spots in Dohezar Forest
¢ is the area surrounding the lake
i in the Daryaser Plain. Nestled
i among tall trees, this lake offers
i a calm and pleasant environ-
i ment. If you're seeking a cozy re-
. treat away from the crowds, the
¢ natural lake in Daryaser Plain is
i an excellent choice. However, be
¢ mindful that it may not be suit-
i able for camping in all seasons
i and can be dry during hot, arid
¢ periods.

i Around the rivers: Dohezar For-
i est features several rivers and
i streams where camping nearby
i can be quite enjoyable. Choosing
i aspot close to the river allows
¢ you to appreciate the soothing
¢ sounds of flowing water and the
i activity of small river inhabitants
i at night. Generally, there are flat
i and suitable grounds for pitching
i tents, but its essential to avoid
i camping too close to the river,
tall trees to minimize the risk of :

especially during rainy seasons,

and to maintain a safe distance

i from potential flooding.
i Highlands: In areas above the :
i forest level, you'll find breath- :
: taking views of the surrounding :
i trees and mountains. Access to :
i these points may be more chal- :
i lenging, but their elevation and
i stunning scenery make them
i worthwhile to visit.
¢ Plains: The plains and areas
¢ with less vegetation provide
i good options for camping. These :
i locations offer a more com- :
¢ fortable environment in terms :
¢ of temperature and humidity, :
¢ allowing you to fully immerse :
yourself in the natural surround-
© ings.

i Recreational activities _
i Dohezar Forest, with its pristine :
i nature, clean air, and stunning :
: views, provides an ideal envi- :
: ronment for a variety of recre- :
i ational activities. Here are some
i common and popular activities :
i you can enjoy while camping in :
i this area: :
. Dohezar Forest, situated on the :
i southern slopes of the Alborz :
i Mountains, offers a variety of :
i trails for hiking and walking :
i enthusiasts. This area is charac- :
¢ terized by tall trees, cool, flowing :
¢ rivers, and unique natural beau- :
© ty. Trekking through the forest :
i can lead you to various destina- :
i tions, including nearby villages
i and mountain peaks. The hiking :
i trails range in difficulty from :
i easy to hard, depending on the :
¢ terrain and challenges. If you're :
¢ seeking a trail for a long hike :

i with expansive views, opt for :
paths that lead to higher peaks :
or elevated areas. For those in- :
terested in overnight camping, :
it is advisable to select trails that :
provide easy access to water, :
food, and other facilities. Always :
i check the weather conditions :
i before starting your hike and :
remember to carry a map and :

navigation tools like a GPS.

Nature photography

Nature photography is one of :
the most popular activities in :
Dohezar Forest, where the pris-
tine landscapes offer beautiful
¢ subjects for capturing images. :
i The diverse biodiversity and nat- :
i ural beauty make this area an ex- :
cellent location for photography. :
The sturdy trees, wild plants, and :
flowers, along with clouds and :
mists dancing through the forest, :
create stunning visuals. You can :
also observe wildlife such as wild :
boars, rabbits, birds, and other :
i creatures, which provide capti- :

vating subjects for your photos.

Fishing

Surrounding Dohezar Forest are :
crystal-clear rivers and streams :
that offer excellent fishing oppor- :
tunities. This activity presentsa :
relaxing and enjoyable experi-
ence, as some rivers provide a
better fishing environment due

to their cool, abundant waters.

Campfire nights

One of the main delights of
camping in Dohezar Forest is :

spending nights immersed in
nature. Set up your tent in the
woods and enjoy pleasant eve-
nings by the campfire. The night-
time sounds of the forest, paired
with the warmth of the fire and a
starry sky, create a dreamy and
unforgettable camping atmo-
sphere.

Water activities

In certain parts of Dohezar For-
est, rushing rivers and streams
provide opportunities for water
activities such as boating, swim-
ming, or bathing in the cool, clear
waters. Swimming in these wa-
ters during the pleasant weather
is a unique experience; however,
be sure to take necessary precau-
tions for your safety and that of
your loved ones, and be aware of
the potential dangers associat-
ed with swimming in rivers and
flowing waters.

Cycling

For cycling enthusiasts,
Dohezar Forest offers suitable
trails for biking. Enjoy pedaling
through nature while adhering
to safety guidelines and wear-
ing gloves and a proper cycling
helmet.

Wildlife watching

If you are interested in wildlife,
Dohezar Forest is one of the best
places for observing various ani-
mal species. In these woods, you
can encounter diverse wildlife,
including wild boars, deer, rab-
bits, and a variety of birds.
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Over 55,000 visited ‘Picasso in Tehran’ show
during Nowruz holiday

C Arts & Culture Desk )

Over 55,000 art enthusiasts flocked to
the ‘Picasso in Tehran’ exhibition at the
Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art
(TMocA) during its 18-day run.

The exhibition showcases an impres-
sive collection of 66 pieces from the
celebrated Spanish painter and sculp-
tor, highlighting various phases of his
artistic evolution. Notably, it features
26 aquatint prints from the famed se-
ries “La Tauromaquia” (The Art of Bullfight-
ing), which have never been displayed
in Iran before. This unique presenta-
tion has drawn considerable attention,
with many visitors eager to explore
Picasso’s intricate depictions of bull-
fighting.

In addition to Picasso’s masterworks,
the exhibition also spotlights selected
pieces from Iranian artists influenced
by his style, including Bahram Dabi-

ri, Bahman Mohasses, Jalil Ziapour,
Mohsen Vaziri Moghaddam, Garnik
Der-Hacopian, Hannibal Alkhas, and
Parvaneh Etemadi. Furthermore, works
from notable contemporaries such
as Georges Braque, Robert Delaunay,
Fernand Léger, and Joan Miré are also
on view, showcasing the interconnect-
edness of artistic movements across
borders.

The exhibition has been well-received
by both art critics and the general pub-
lic, with many praising its thoughtful
curation and the way it brings together
diverse artistic voices. “The response
has been overwhelming,” remarked a
museum representative. “We’re thrilled
to offer a platform that celebrates not
only Picasso’s legacy but also the tal-
ent of Iranian artists who have been
inspired by him.”

Visitors wishing to experience ‘Picasso
in Tehran’ can do so until May 21, 2025.

Iran, Kazakhstan forge path to enhanced tourism cooperation

( Social Desk )

Iran’s Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism, and Handicrafts, Reza Salehi Amiri,
proposed an extension of the visa waiv-
er period and the introduction of direct
flights between Iran and Kazakhstan.

The plan aims to foster tourism and cul-
tural exchanges between the two nations,
emphasizing their shared heritage and
potential for collaboration, IRNA reported.
During a meeting on Sunday, with Kazakh-
stan’s Ambassador to Tehran, Ontalap On-
albayev, Salehi-Amiri outlined measures to
enhance cultural interactions and tourism
development.

He added, “Increasing the visa waiver du-
ration from 14 days to one month, along

with expanding direct flights, are essential
steps in promoting tourism and deepening
our bilateral relationship.”

The minister stressed the importance of
showcasing the unique tourism attractions
of both countries as a means to facilitate
greater people-to-people connections.

He proposed the creation of targeted in-
vestment packages aimed at establishing
five-star hotels and inviting prominent Ka-
zakh cultural figures to Iran. These incen-
tives, he believes, would serve as catalysts
for enriching cultural exchanges.

In addition, Salehi Amiri expressed the
ministry’s readiness to organize joint cul-
tural and artistic exhibitions in both coun-
tries, viewing this as a vital opportunity to
deepen mutual understanding and foster a

cultural dialogue that brings their peoples
closer together.

He highlighted the significance of collab-
oration in preserving shared cultural ele-
ments, such as the international recogni-
tion of Nowruz, and called for joint efforts
to register shared historical sites with UN-
ESCO.

Onalbayev affirmed Kazakhstan’s com-
mitment to bolstering relations with Iran
across various sectors, particularly in cul-
tural heritage, tourism, and handicrafts.
He revealed that the Kazakh government
is fully prepared to implement initiatives
aimed at identifying and promoting shared
historical artifacts, producing cultural doc-
umentaries, and establishing specialized
working groups.

Iran to conduct new national census

initiative for 2025

C Social Desk )

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian is-
sued an executive order to carry out the
2025 National Population and Housing
Census.

The directive, dated March 13, 2024, aims
to ensure the cooperation of all relevant
agencies in the successful implementation
of this vital program, president.ir reported.
The directive has been disseminated to key
governmental bodies, including the office
of the Supreme Leader, the judiciary, and
various ministries, highlighting the collab-
orative effort required to establish the nec-
essary infrastructure for the census.
According to the presidential decree,
“Achieving the objectives of the Islamic Re-
public and the advancement of the country
necessitates comprehensive and effective
planning, which in turn requires accurate,
timely statistics and information.”

The order cites the need for a transition
from traditional statistical methods to a
modern, registration-based system. It man-
dates that all ministries, particularly the
Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Roads and
Urban Development, and the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technol-
ogy, continuously provide essential data to
the Statistical Center of Iran. Furthermore,

these entities must ensure that all neces-
sary resources are made available during
the census process, aligning with the pro-
visions outlined in the laws governing the
Statistical Center.

As stipulated by the Iranian Constitution,
national population and housing censuses
are conducted every ten years, with the last
one taking place in 2016 when Iran had a
population of 79,926,270. The data collect-
ed will underpin future territorial planning
and development strategies for the nation.
The executive order signifies a crucial step
for the Iranian government as it seeks to
upgrade its statistical infrastructure, ulti-
mately aiming to enhance the quality and
timeliness of the information that will
guide policy decisions in the coming years.

Iranian, Thai artists showcase cultural ties
through painting exhibition

C Arts & Culture Desk )

An art exhibition titled ‘Genesis Through
Siamese and Persian Eyes’ celebrating the
70th anniversary of Iran-Thailand cultur-
al relations is underway at Chulalongkorn
University’s main hall in Bangkok, on the
rich tapestry of cultural and historical
narratives shared by the two nations.
This exhibition brings to life the ancient
Lanna legend “Pathommunmuli,” an old
palm-leaf manuscript from northern
Thailand that narrates the creation of the
world by Grandfather Sangkhaya Sangka-
si and Grandmother Itthangkhaya Sang-
kasi who are regarded as the ancestors of
Lanna, IRNA reported.

The exhibition showcases the works of
two artists from distinct cultural tradi-
tions. Kangwanprai Chompupuen from
Thailand interprets the legend through
a contemporary Thai acrylic painting on
canvas, and Arash Geroeian from Iran,
uses traditional Persian watercolor tech-
niques on paper. The two artists have also
collaborated on special pieces that blend
their unique artistic identities.

“This exhibition is not just a collection
of artworks; it’s a mirror reflecting the
profound humanistic perspectives of two
ancient civilizations,” said Iran’s Cultural

Attaché during the opening ceremony.
“It's an honor to stand among scholars,
art lovers, and thinkers from both na-
tions as we celebrate this artistic bridge
between our cultures.”

The event also marked a unique intersec-
tion of two traditional New Year celebra-
tions—Nowruz in Iran and Songkran in
Thailand—further underscoring shared
values of renewal and spirituality.

The artworks on display focus on themes
of creation, spirituality, and human con-
nection, offering a side-by-side explo-
ration of Persian and Siamese artistic
traditions. “In Iranian culture, creation
is sacred, steeped in mystery,’ noted the
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Iranian representative. “Similarly, Sia-
mese traditions intertwine creation with
symbols, colors, and spiritual narratives.”
Visitors have been quick to pick up on
these parallels. “The exhibition lays bare
both the differences and striking simi-
larities between our cultures,” said one
attendee. “It’s fascinating to see how two
distinct artistic traditions converge in
their exploration of universal themes.”
The event has also been hailed as a shin-
ing example of cultural diplomacy. “Such
collaborations are a testament to mutual
respect and constructive engagement be-
tween nations,” emphasized the Iranian
Cultural attaché.



