Oscar buzz builds around o
ran Dai
as sequel outshines

- -
Or]glnal Vol.7802 ~ Wednesday,April9,2025 = Farvardin20,1404 = Shawwal10,1446 =~ 100,000rials ~ 8pages

(8

H" H"”l ‘"HI‘”HI“HIH > irandaily.ir newspaper.irandaily.ir ‘ ® IranDailyWeb

Prospects of

Iran confirms ‘indirect’ talks with US in Oman Iran negotiating

Deal can be reached
if US shows goodwill ..

with Trump
administration

By Ali Nazifpour
US domestic politics expert
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Indirect negotiations between Iran and the
United States are set to start on Saturday
April 12. These talks represent embrac-
ing rationality and pragmatism on both
sides. Iran and the US both have chosen to
attempt to overcome the difficulties pre-
sented by the history of animosities and
differences, and to look toward the future
rather than the past. It's welcome news
that these talks are going to be led by For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi and US spe-
cial envoy to the Middle East Steve Witkoff,
two moderate pragmatists who will focus
on getting results. For Iran, these talks will
contain two major challenges, and it’s im-
portant to maneuver around them as talks
progress. [ will list those challenges and
how they can be overcome.

Trump’s media bluster

US President Donald Trump is a politician
who cares most about declaring victory,
regardless of the substance of agreements.
He also has a habit of talking without pri-
or advice from experts and to improvise
when he feels like it. Even when he has
failed to gain any real concession, he will
claim to have had upper hand. One exam-
ple was when he agreed to delay tariffs
on Canada and Mexico in February by
claiming that the two nations had agreed
to strengthen border security - despite
both having done so before Trump came
to power. Trump will bloviate and claim
he wants Iran to completely dismantle its
peaceful nuclear program or that the talks
are direct (despite Iran’s insistence that they’re indi-
rect). While it’s understandable that Iran is
sensitive to the symbolic layer of diploma-
cy and cares deeply about national pride,
it’s best to ignore Trump’s public decla-
rations and focus on the substance of the
promises made by Witkoff behind closed
doors. It’s best for Iran to claim victory
separately and not be very sensitive about
Trump’s possible outbursts.

Malicious actors

Abbas Araghchi One major challenge of indirect and even
IRNA direct talks with the US is the presence of

malicious actors who want to sabotage all

diplomatic efforts. Such actors exist in both

the Trump administration (eg. Secretary of State
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Pompeo, then secretary of state, played him and misled
him into making a disastrous choice and ordering the
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aiming to Balkanize Iran. The inci-
dents reflect a broader strategy by
Iran’s adversaries to create chaos and

Iran uses the first available opportunity to
upgrade the talks to direct ones and to es-
tablish a quick and permanent backchan-
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