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Iran crashes out after Tajikistan humiliation

Iran names squad  
for Lima visit

A 3-1 loss to Tajikistan 
saw Iran finish bottom 
of the Group D table at 
the AFC U17 Asian Cup in 
Saudi Arabia.
Both teams needed vic-
tory to stand a chance of 
progressing to the last 
eight, and Tajikistan took 
it to Iran from the get-
go, finding the net in the 
12th minute through Me-
khrubon Odilzoda, who 
drilled in a shot that took 
a deflection before going 
past a hapless Abolfazl 

Khalilian.
Champion in 2008 and 
a semifinalist in the pre-
vious edition, Iran was 
given a lifeline seven min-
utes after the break, when 
Omid Qarechomaqlou 
found space on the right 
before slotting home past 
Tajik keeper Abubakr 
Rahmonqulov.
Ahmadjon Shoev restored 
the lead for Tajikistan in 
the 67th minute, and Ab-
dullo Ibragimzoda put 
the match beyond doubt 
when he picked up the 
ball on the edge of the 

box and sent a low shot 
past a rooted Khalilian in 
the 89th minute. 
“We didn’t have a good 
start ,”  said Iran head 
coach Abbas Chamanian. 
“We drew level and then 
tried our best to get back 
into the game but Tajik-
istan scored when we 
were on the offensive.” 
“The tournament has 
ended but not for our 
players because football 
doesn’t stop,” he added. 
“They’ve gained expe-
rience here which will 
help them in the future, 

which I think is the phi-
losophy of this tourna-
ment.”
Iran began its campaign 
with a 1-1 draw against 
North Korea and then 
suffered a 3-2 defeat 
against Oman.
North Korea, which beat 
Tajikistan 3-0 in their 
second outing, shared the 
spoils with Oman in a 2-2 
draw to finish behind the 
Central Asian side in the 
table, while Oman joined 
Iran in missing out on a 
place in November’s U17 
World Cup in Qatar.

Iran named 14 weightlifters 
for the upcoming IWF World 
Youth & Junior Champion-
ships – starting April 30 in 
Lima, Peru.
Amirmohammad Rahmati, 
Iliya Salehipour, Hamidreza 
Zarei, Amirhossein Sepah, 

Amirmohammad Soleima-
ni, Abolfazl Zare’, Farhad 
Qolizadeh, Alireza Nasiri, 
Taha Nemati-Moqaddam, 
and Hamidreza Moham-
madi will represent the 
Iranian men’s team across 
different junior weight 
classes,  as the country 
will be looking to build on 

a title-winning campaign 
in last December’s Asian 
Championships.
Hossein Yazdani will be the 
only Iranian weightlifter in 
the men’s youth contests, 
with Ghazaleh Hosseini, 
Zahra Hosseini, and Ray-
haneh Karimi taking part in 
different women’s events.

Persian Gulf Pro League 
leader Tractor was held to 
a 2-2 draw at Chadormalou 
on Friday, while the chasing 
pack Sepahan and Persepo-
lis claimed narrow victories 
against relegation strug-
glers to boost their slim ti-
tle hopes with four rounds 
of matches remaining.
Hadi Habibinejad produced 
a moment of brilliance mid-
way through the first half 
at Yazd’s Shahid Nasiri Sta-
dium to put Chadormalou 
in front with a superb solo 
strike, before Amirhossein 
Hosseinzadeh’s header 
drew the visitors level right 
before the break.
Mohammadreza Hossei-
ni’s 56th-minute own goal 
put Tractor on its way to 
a fourth successive league 
victory, but Reza Mah-
moudabadi bagged the 
equalizer for the home side 
six minutes later, sending 
goalkeeper Alireza Beiran-
vand the wrong way from 
the spot.
The draw left Tractor, 
which has a game in hand 
at fourth-placed Foolad 
Khuzestan, on top of the 
table with 55 points – two 
points clear of Sepahan.
Sepahan had a Javad Aqa-
eipour’s  sixth-minute 
header to thank for a hard-
fought 1-0 win at home 
against Mes Rafsanjan.
Mes was unlucky to leave 
the Naqsh-e Jahan Stadi-

um empty-handed – hit-
ting the woodwork twice 
through Reza Jabireh and 
Issa Moradi – though the 
visiting side still remained 
three points above the rel-
egation zone after Nassaji 
Mazandaran – second from 

bottom in the standings – 
suffered a 1-0 loss to Perse-
polis at home.
Making only his second 
start of the campaign, 
academy product Alireza 
Enayatzadeh netted his 
first goal in the Persepolis 

colors, heading home Milad 
Mohammadi’s cross in the 
65th minute.
Both sides finished the 
game with 10 men, with 
Nassaji’s Alexander Merkel 
and Persepolis substitute 
Mohammad Khodabande-

lou receiving their march-
ing orders after a VAR 
review for reckless chal-
lenges.
The VAR again intervened 
deep into stoppage time 
to give the home side the 
opportunity for a last-gasp 

equalizer, deeming Perse-
polis fullback Yaqoub Bara-
jeh to have handled the ball 
in his own box.
However, French fullback 
Kevin Yamga’s effort from 
the spot hit the post as 
Nassaji remained in the 

bottom two with 21 points, 
while Persepolis moved to 
within four points off Trac-
tor.
Persepolis will host Sepah-
an in a crunch Iranian clas-
sico on Friday, with Tractor 
welcoming Malavan to the 
Yadegar-e Imam Stadium 
in Tabriz.
Elsewhere, Malavan defeat-
ed Khaybar 3-0 at home, 
courtesy of goals from Reza 
Ja’fari, Omid Nourafkan, 
and Mehdi Abdi, while Gol-
gohar and Iralco played 
to a goalless stalemate in 
Sirjan.
Shams Azar and Zob Ahan 
shared the spoils in a 1-1 
draw in Qazvin.
The home side’s Navid 
Komar bagged a 90th-min-
ute strike to cancel out Pe-
dram Qazipour’s opener 
for the visitors on the hour 
mark.
Bottom club Havadar was 
on the verge of a third win 
on the bounce – through 
Dariush Shojaeian’s sec-
ond-half strike – but was 
left heartbroken by Bra-
zilian Kaina’s 95th-min-
ute equalizer for Esteghlal 
Khuzestan as it finished 
1-1 in Ahvaz.

Tractor held as Sepahan, Persepolis 
given title lifeline 

Persian Gulf Pro League:

Sports Desk

Sports Desk

Sepahan players celebrate their 
goal during a 1-0 victory over 
Mes Rafsanjan in the Persian Gulf 
Pro League at the Naqsh-e Jahan 
Stadium, Isfahan, Iran, on April 11, 
2025.
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AFC U17 Asian Cup:

IWF World Youth & Junior Championships:

Iran’s Mahan Beheshti (R) and Tajikistan’s Nazrullo Ashuralizoda challenge for the ball during a game at the AFC 
U17 Asian Cup in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on April 11, 2025.
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