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Pezeshkian calls for
inclusive, transparent cultural strategy

( Arts & Culture Desk )

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
called for a “precise and effective” ap-
proach to cultural policy-making, urg-
ing officials to move past ideological
confines and draw on the country’s full
human capital.

Speaking during a visit to the Minis-
try of Culture and Islamic Guidance on
April 13, Pezeshkian underscored the
need for inclusive planning and greater
accountability.

He urged authorities to create a level
playing field for all cultural contrib-
utors, regardless of political or social
affiliations.

“Government must rise above nar-
row mindsets,” he said, adding that
a healthy, competitive environment
should be made available for all groups
aiming to serve the public.

The president sharply criticized the
lack of clarity in Iran’s cultural output,
especially in publishing. “It is not clear
what types of books are being pro-
duced, for which audience, and with
what aim,” he remarked. He pressed for
cultural planning rooted in “clear tar-
gets” and measurable impact.
Addressing the ministry’s leadership,
Pezeshkian stressed that decision-mak-
ers should listen to the full spectrum of

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian addresses
officials during a visit to the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance on April 13, 2025.

president.ir

voices — “not only the loudest.”

He called for broader outreach to un-
derserved communities and a shift from
selective engagement to more equitable
service delivery.

“These challenges are structural,” he
noted, warning that a fragmented view
of public service would prevent real
progress. He urged the ministry to take
a lead role in countering social imbal-
ances, emphasizing the influence of
media, cultural figures, and religious
leaders in shaping national discourse.
Citing the example of the 13th-century
document in Tabriz, Pezeshkian praised
historical models of self-sustained edu-
cation and governance.

He called for a renewed focus on “sub-
stance over form” in institutional re-
form.

He also pointed to the extensive
mosque network — more than 80,000
across the country — as a largely un-
tapped asset for community support.
“This is a unique opportunity,” he said,
suggesting that with proper coordina-
tion, these religious centers could ease

economic strain and strengthen social
unity.

Minister of Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Abbas Salehi, speaking at the
same meeting, reaffirmed the ministry’s

commitment to the administration’s
“national unity” agenda.

He described key societal groups as
vital bridges between the government
and the public.

Salehi called on the president to re-
affirm the ministry’s central role in
shaping cultural policy and to restore
its “influential position” within the gov-
ernment framework.

30 countries join Tehran Publishing Fellowship

( Arts & Culture Desk )

A total of 66 publishers
from 30 countries have ex-
pressed interest in attending
the first Tehran Publishing
Fellowship, according to
Alireza Nourizadeh, the Di-
rector-General of the Office
of Cultural Associations and
Organizations.

The registration process,

which started recently, has
drawn participation from a
diverse range of countries,
IRNA reported.

Publishers from Albania, Al-
geria, Australia, Bangladesh,
China, Brazil, Uzbekistan,
Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Indo-
nesia, Iraq, Italy, Kazakhstan,
Malaysia, Kuwait, Nepal,
Oman, Pakistan, the Philip-
pines, Hungary, Mongolia,

North Macedonia, and Ka-
zakhstan are among the con-
firmed participants.

Nourizadeh emphasized the
international scope of the
event, noting that the fellow-
ship would serve as a plat-
form for cultural exchange.
“This is a unique opportunity
to showcase Iran’s publishing
industry, particularly in the
children’s and young adult

literature sectors,” he said.
The registration for foreign
publishers will remain open
until April 19, with a total of
60 publishers—30 interna-
tional and 30 local—set to be
selected by a panel of judges.
The Tehran Publishing Fel-
lowship will be held from
May 12 to 15, in conjunction
with the 36th Tehran Inter-
national Book Fair.
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Iran to host int’l cartoon exhibition
condemning Israeli atrocities
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< Arts & Culture Desk )

Iran to launch an international cartoon
and caricature exhibition denouncing
Israel’s military operations in Gaza and
Lebanon.

Titled “Zero Year,” the exhibition will open
on April 14, at the Felestin Contemporary
Arts Museum in Tehran, ISNA reported.
The show features 60 selected works out
of 700 submissions from 65 artists repre-
senting 42 countries.

The pieces sharply criticize what organiz-

o«

ers describe as Israel’s “crimes” in recent

conflicts.

The exhibit was arranged by North Kho-
rasan’s Art Bureau in collaboration with
the Palestinian Museum of Contemporary
Art and the Society for the Defense of the
Palestinian Nation.

The exhibit will run from April 15
through May 5, excluding Thursdays and
public holidays.

Organizers say the event aims to amplify
global outrage over Israel’s recent mil-
itary campaigns and to highlight what
they call human rights violations in the
occupied territories.



