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Need to protect negotiation process

OPI NI ON

Now is a suitable time to end ten-
sions or at least manage the con-
flict between the United States and

An Iranian woman holds the Iran
Newspaper featuring portraits of Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi (r) and
Steve Witkoff, White House special envoy,
in downtown Tehran, Iran, on April 9,
2025.

4 Thekey pointisthat,

beyondIranand

Iran — provided that both sides the United States,
protect the negotiation process. theworld curre ntly
This is because there are saboteurs h itef
on both sides. These two countries, asnoap petlte or
as members of the United Nations, warand wants both

recognize each other, yet for 46
years, their relations have been in
a state of conflict.

In my opinion, after more than
four decades, the time has come
to manage and move on from this
conflict. The United States has re-

sidesto putanend
tothese conflicts.
Thishas created
anopportunity
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alized that the various threats and
measures it has employed against
Iran so far have not inflicted exis-
tential damage on the Islamic Re-
public, and Iran has been able to
carry on with its progress. Iran,
too, has understood that by pick-
ing a fight with the United States,
which plays an influential role in
global politics, it cannot push for-
ward its own objectives.

The key point is that, beyond Iran
and the United States, the world
currently has no appetite for war
and wants both sides to put an
end to these conflicts. This has
created an opportunity that in-
creases the likelihood of the ne-
gotiations succeeding.

If we compare the current situ-
ation with the time of the JCPOA
negotiations, we see that back
then, some regional countries
went all out to block an agree-
ment and prevent the JCPOA's
success.

But now, no country in the region
wants these two nations to fail
to reach an agreement. Even the
United Arab Emirates, which is
considered a strategic ally of the
Israeli regime, as well as Saudi
Arabia, wants Iran and the US to
come to an agreement.

This indicates that regional coun-
tries see their own interests in
ending — or at least managing —
the conflicts between Iran and the
United States.

China, as a major global power,
also cares about regional security
given its interests in global supply
chain stability and the region’s
importance in terms of energy
supply, consumer markets, and
its role in global transportation.
So, China also wants these nego-
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US President Donald Trump (R) speaks to businessman Steve Witkoff in the East Room of the White House in Washington, D.C,, on March 1, 2018. The two have known each other since

the 1980s.
EVAN VUCCI/AP

tiations to succeed. Russia, too,
may play a constructive role in
facilitating the talks.

The European Union, despite its
dissatisfaction with Iran, does not
seem inclined to keep up conflicts
in the region. In fact, we are at a
point where all regional and glob-
al powers agree that the conflict
between the US and Iran should
be handled and brought to an end.
On the other hand, if we look
at US demands, its current de-
mands are in no way comparable
to those put forward by Pompeo
in the previous administration.

Now, the focus is solely on reach-
ing a nuclear agreement, not the
complex and extensive conditions
of the past.

Thus, we are at a unique histor-
ical juncture and must make the
most of this opportunity. This
does not mean being naive. Rath-
er, we must carefully watch out for
spoilers, both domestic and for-
eign, on both sides. Negotiations
of this complexity, after 46 years
of conflict, will undoubtedly face
many difficulties and go through
numerous ups and downs.

The negotiations will not be

short-term and, given the sensitiv-
ity of the issue and its long history,
will take time. Moreover, negotiat-
ing with the US, due to the com-
plexity and chronic nature of the
discussions, will naturally require
alengthy process.

Right now, protecting the very
essence of the negotiations is as
important as their content. The
actions of actors opposed to an
agreement must be put under the
microscope by political activists in
Iran and worldwide.

Globally, the Israeli regime stands
to gain nothing from the success

of these talks and will try its hard-
est to create obstacles. Within the
US, the Israel lobby and sanctions
profiteers will keep up their neg-
ative efforts. In Iran, too, certain
groups whose interests lie in the
continuation of sanctions oppose
the success of these negotiations.
Nevertheless, taking a broad view,
the conditions for negotiations are
in place, and we must capitalize on
the global and domestic consensus
— excluding sanctions profiteers.

thatincreases
thelikelihood of
the negotiations
succeeding. Ifwe
comparethe current
situationwiththe
time ofthe)JCPOA
negotiations, we see
thatbackthen,some
regional countries
wentalloutto block
anagreementand
preventthe JCPOA's
success.

Rescheduling to next week
signals 30% of deal done

By Abdolreza
Faraji-Rad

OPI NI ON

Personally, I consider these
talks positive. The reports we
are getting indicate that the
focus has been primarily on
nuclear negotiations, which
has been Iran’s objective. That
is, the United States has not, in
this initial phase, brought up
discussions or demands regard-
ing missile issues, regional mat-
ters, or the Resistance Front.
Naturally, if this remains the
case, we can have a relatively
positive assessment and expect

that the timeline for the next
round of talks or future steps
will be clarified soon.

The scheduling confirmation
shows that both sides are
genuinely willing to negoti-
ate and are focusing solely on
the nuclear issue to reach an
outcome. Both sides need the
talks. Regional tensions must
be reduced, and conflict must
be avoided. If the talks have in-
deed been pushed to next week,
I believe 30% of the path has
been covered. Because in Iran-
US negotiations, this first phase
is a crucial one.

One reason the Iranian side
insisted on indirect talks was
that they did not know what

the American demands would
be. There were concerns that
US demands might include dis-
mantling the nuclear program,
addressing missile issues, and
discussing the Resistance Front.
Now that the next round has
been set, it appears the focus is
on the nuclear issue, with oth-
er matters not being brought
up. This itself indicates that
Mr. Trump’s recent remarks
— where he reiterated that
he only wants to prevent Iran
from obtaining nuclear weap-
ons — were precise. Naturally,
the Americans will engage in
talks on this matter. In future
negotiations, they may not
bring up missile issues at all,

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi () meets his Omani counterpart, Sayyid Badr Albusaidi, prior to negotiations with US
Mideast envoy Steve Witkoff in Muscat, Oman, on April 12, 2025.
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